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MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION, 


Record of the Proceedings of the Sub-committee of Five from the Literary and Scientific 
Committee on the Publication of the History of the Society. 


Extracts from the records of the Society, November 7, 1877. 
John R. Voorhis offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 


kesolved, ‘That it be referred to the Literary and Scientific Committee, to consider and 
report upon the advisability of having collated and prepared, in a suitable form for publication, 
the History of the Society from its organization to the present time. 


June 5, 1878, John Banta, Chairman, presented a Report of the Literary and Scientific 
Committee, which was, on motion, received. F 


H. M. Smith offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 


feesolved, That the report be referred back to the Committee, with power to employ the 
Secretary, or some other person, to compile the History of the Society in manuscript. 


Extract from the record of the Literary and Scientific Committee, September 16, 1878. 

James J. Burnet offered the following, which was adopted : 

That Thomas Earle, Secretary of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
City of New-York, be employed to collate the History of the Society in manuscript form. 


On September 17, 1880, Thomas Earle notified the Committee that the compilation of the 
History of the Society is ready. 


Extract from the record of the Society, February 21, 1881. 


Resolved, That the Literary and, Scientific Committee be, and they are hereby authorized to 
proceed forthwith to prepare for publication the ‘‘ History of the Society,” and to publish 
the same. 


It was voted, on motion of Alfred C. Hoe, that a sub-committee, consisting of the following 
members of the Literary and Scientific Committee, be appointed, to carry out the instructions 
contained in the resolution of the Society, viz.: Henry L. Slote, David Jardine, W. Otis Munroe, 
Stephen D. Tucker, and George H. Robinson. 


At a meeting of the Sub-committee, held March 30, 1881, H. L. Slote was chosen Chairman, 
and G. H. Robinson Secretary. 


A committee was appointed, April 15, 1881, to report costs and methods of publication, and 
to consider the subject of engaging a proper person to revise the MS. of the ‘‘ History.” 


At a meeting, held May 6, 1881, a note was received from Charles T. Congdon, stating that 
he had made a cursory examination of the MS., and offered to undertake the collating of the 
MS., the necessary abridgments, and the preparation of any additional matter which might be 
deemed necessary. 


On motion, it was voted to engage Charles IT. Congdon to superintend the revisal and 
publication of the ‘‘ History.” 


The revision and publication of the work thus provided for has now been accomplished. 


ee ee 





Pavelting to GAL OL. 


[1 £ General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen was founded 

en the early days of the Republic, when the people—the Knick- 

erbockers of Manhattan [sland—were honest and domestic, industrious 

and patriotic, conservative and religious. They tmpressed the nobility 

of thetr character upon the history of their times, and not least 
‘ among the monuments of their virtues ts the General Soczety. 

When the assocration was established, New-York was compara- 
tively a small city, but zt was still a city of great hopes and of 
magnificent prospects. Lortunately situated between two rivers ; look- 
ing out upon a beautiful bay; near the Atlantic, while protected 
Jrom the dangers of the sea, tts harbor admirable, tts commercial 
facilities unsurpassed; tts people enterprising, intelligent, and law- 
abiding, New-York was then evidently predestined to become one of 
the tmportant cities of the world, great not merely in population and 
wealth, im mercantile enterprise and the mechanic arts, but in those 
characteristics which commend themselves specially to the philanthro- 
pist and the Christian, the friend of social progress and of popular 
elevation. 

The General Soctety of Mechanics and Tradesmen ts gustly proud 
not only of tts origin, but rts history. Lt ts naturally desirous that 
all which wt has accomplished should be made a matter of historic 
vecorad. Something of this zs due to the memory of the excellent men 
who established the Society, or who carried tt through so many 
generations in usefulness and honor. This volume ts thetr monument, 
and wt ts one of which their descendants and representatives need not 


be ashamed. 








EEN-DRACHT MAAKT MACHT. 
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THE EARLY DAYS OF THE SOCIETY. 


(E\HE War of the Revolution being over, and the city of 
# New-York freed from the presence of a hostile soldiery, 





| the enterprise of the citizens was called to the’ restoration 
of much which had been lost, and to the renewal of an arrested 
industry and annihilated commerce. The prospect was indeed far 
from encouraging. The public treasury was empty. There was little 
or no employment for those who were willing to work. Worse than 
all, there were many social and popular dissensions. The disagree- 
ments of the war remained between Whigs and Tories. The former 
had for several years been shut out from the town which was their 
home, while the latter did not easily yield the position to which 
they had become accustomed. These dissensions, however, were not 
of long duration. The folly of regretting the royal government was 
soon apparent, and equally evident was that of still cherishing the 
hatreds and animosities of the war. Yet the task of restoring the 
prosperity of New-York was not a slight one; and it was during 
the depressions and difficulties of that critical period that the idea 
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of the Society suggested itself to the mechanics and tradesmen of 
the city. The feeling in which the association originated was that 
the burthens of the day could be more easily borne by resource to 
a bond of friendship, of protection, and of mutual benefit. The 
question of forming a society was discussed in social circles, and 
meetings for its particular consideration were held in private houses. 
Of this our Society was the happy result. From the beginning it 
has been active, and mainly active for good. It has enlarged its 
proportions; it has, as years have gone by, increased its material 
resources, and among the benevolent bodies of the metropolis it has 
held a prominent and honored place. 

Some account of the state of the city of New-York may here be 
opportune. Its population consisted of 23,614 souls. These resided 
upon the southerly part of the island. The closely inhabited district 
did not extend much above Partition street, on the west side. The 
occupied territory above Fair street, on the east, was more extensive. 
Both these streets now constitute Fulton street, on either side of 
Broadway. All the business operations of the city were conducted by 
residents. Brooklyn was a rural district, while Paulus Hook, on the 
New Jersey shore, a mere village, was more important as the starting- 
place for stage-coaches to points beyond. Between the Hook and 
the city, communication was had by means of a small two-masted 
ferry-boat, called a ‘‘periagua,” now almost entirely gone out of use. 

The City Government of New-York went into active operation 
in December, 1783. From this time until September Ist, 1785, 
covering a period of somewhat more than one year and seven 
months, the receipts and expenditures were as follows: 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash- from 470,000> tax, Wiest Ue ie then enone eters Curt | 
+ 108 LOTS *SOlA Mart Oso DAU: neat tae ures tee ee Te 
re eo RB cise tetas. 1250 Ue Ae Tene 2 7 a Waa 
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Cash from Quit Rent (including arrears), . 44,276 
a “Ground Rent, 3,100 
¢ ‘“ Docks and Slips, 868 
of pee OLLIeS; ©: ; QI5 
pet touse, Rent, . 410 

EXPENDITURES. £24435 

For Poor. House, One, 
‘“ Watch and Lamps, 4,500 
mE INO QS, elec ors. | a! te 678 
‘Pumps and Wells, 789 
ee fail, ; 702 
<e Hléction, *. 57 
«« Assessors, sah 170 
‘ Bridewell Repairs, etc., 3,470 
‘Interest on Bonds, 1,844 
“ Public Buildings—contingent, TOR 7: 

£25,174 


Computed in Federal currency, the receipts were $61,087.50, 
and the expenditures were $62,935. It is to be observed that books 
of account were kept and calculations made in provincial pounds, 
shillings, and pence. A pound was equal in value to $2.50 of the 
present currency. 

We may now resume our particular history of the Society. The 
first meeting of the General Committee of Mechanics, as it was 
called, was held at the public-house of Walter Heyer, on the 17th 
of November, 1785. 
Boyd acted as chairman. 
signed by all present except one Isaac Mead, who desired time 


Twenty-two persons were present, and Robert 
A constitution was adopted. It was 
for further deliberation. His name does not again appear in the 
minutes, and it is probable that he did not again attend. 

The several trades sent delegates which composed the general 
committee. Each trade had a separate organization, which was con- 


sidered a branch of the committee. 
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An initiation fee of sixteen shillings was paid by the members, 
and a monthly sum thereafter. A book for recording the pro- 
ceedings of the committee was ordered, with a chest for the 
safe keeping of the funds. This first meeting then adjourned for 
one week. 

At the next meeting of the committee, the printing of three 
hundred copies of the constitution and by-laws was ordered. Of 
this pamphlet, it is to be regretted that not a single copy is known to 
be extant, and we are left to glean such features as are recognizable 
from the minutes of the committee. The first annual meeting of 
the Society was held on the 2d of January, 1786, when the follow- 


ing officers were elected: 


Rosert Boyp, Jr., Chazryman. JouN Burcer, Deputy Chatrman. 
Hucu Watsu, 7veasurer. James BincHam, Secretary. 


The following curious resolution was adopted: 

‘Resolved, That forever hereafter, on the annual meeting of the 
Society, no person be permitted to smoke the tobacco-pipe during 
the time of business.” 

This resolution, it may be noted, is still in force, and no smoking 
is permitted at the anniversary meetings. 

The following persons were returned by their respective branches 
as representatives in the general committee for the year: 

Henry Bicker and Garret De Bow, for the hatters; John Camp- 
bell, potters; Anthony Post and James Brown, carpenters; Dennis 
McReady, tobacconists; Jacob Arden and Michael Verrian, butchers; 
John McComb, ————; Abram Russell, masons; Hugh Walsh, tal- 
low chandlers; Christopher Duyckinck, sail-makers; Robert Manley, 
coach-makers; Peter Hulick, stay-makers; Joseph Judwin, coopers ; 
Edward Meeks and Robert Boyd, blacksmiths; Isaiah Wool, stone- 
cutters; John Burger, silversmiths; Thomas Ivers, rope-makers ; 
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Andrew Otterson, tailors; William Smith, Jr., block-makers; John 
Bailey, cutlers; Nicholas Anthony, tanners; William J. Ellesworth, 
pewterers and plumbers; Henry Wolf, comb-makers; Robert Hodge, 
book-binders; George Taylor, ship joiners; Samuel Atlee, brewers ; 
Oliver Mildeberger, skinners; John Young, saddlers ; John Quacken- 
boss, bolters; Ebenezer Young, ship carpenters; David Barclay and 
Leonard Fisher, hair-dressers; Abram P. Lott and Frederic Stimits, 
bakers. 

The Society was now making excellent progress. Its members 
were increasing in numbers, and it was accumulating some money ; 
for at a meeting held about this time, it was 

“Resolved, That Anthony Post, Edward Meeks, William Allen, and 
Thomas Ivers be a committee to purchase an iron chest with three 
locks, or one lock with three keys, for depositing the funds of this 
society, and that the price to be paid therefor shall not exceed the 
sum of seven pounds.” 

It was also decided at this meeting to loan the moneys of the 
Society, and the following resolution was adopted: 

“ Resolved, That a sum not less than one hundred pounds ($250) 
may at any time be put to interest for the benefit of the Society, 
the members thereof having preference on giving threefold security, 
the said security to be of real estate in the city and county of 
New- York.” 

This resolution was carefully adhered to. The moneys constantly 
received into the treasury from initiation fees and monthly dues were 
thus safely invested, while the members to whom the loans were 
made felt that they had a good and trustworthy credit. 

At a meeting held August 2d, 1786, a committee was appointed 
to wait on Mr. Godwin, and to engage him to engrave a plate for 
a certificate of membership, the design and price having been 
previously agreed upon. A fac-simile of the plate furnished is the 
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frontispiece to this volume. At a meeting in December, 1786, a 
device for a seal was adopted, viz.: “An aged woman, with a pair 
of scales in one hand, and a nest of young swallows in the other, 
fed by the old one.” This was ordered to be engraved, and a fac- 
simile of it will be found upon the title-page of this volume. At a 
meeting soon after, Abram Godwin’s bill for engraving the certificate 
and seal, amounting to £23 145. 8d. ($59.33), was ordered to be paid. 
At the annual meeting of the Society held January 2d, 1787, the 


following officers were elected: 


JouN CAMPBELL, Chairman. Joun Younc, Treasurer. 
AntTHony Post, Dep. Chatrman. Joun McComp, Jr., Secretary. 


We find that in 1787 the attention of the Society was particu- 
larly directed to the subject of protection to American industry. At 
a meeting held February 7th of that year, a committee was 
appointed to inquire what additional duty could be properly added 
upon those articles then dutiable by an act of the Legislature of the 


State of New-York, and what other articles would, for the encour- 
agement of manufacturers, consistently bear a duty. At the next 


meeting, the committee reported a draft of a petition to the Legisla- 
ture on the subject, which was ordered to be presented. A corre- 
spondence was had with the Manufacturers’ Society of New-York, 
and also with similar associations in other States, for the purpose of 
united effort to further a system of encouragement to the manufact- 
uring and mechanical interests of the country, in the enactment of 
such duties as would restrain the importation of articles made in the 
United States. | 

The following is an extract from the circular of the Associated 
Mechanics of Boston: ‘We petitioned the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, praying that duties might be laid on the several articles 
enumerated in our petition. Our Legislature complied in a great 
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measure, by enacting laws for the encouragement of industry and 
for the promoting of our manufactures.” The letter was referred to 
a committee of our Society, to meet a like committee of the 
Manufacturers’ Society of New-York. The joint committee were 
instructed to draft an answer. From this the following is extracted: 
“Every zealous and enlightened friend to the prosperity of this 
country must view with peculiar regret the impediments with which 
foreign importations have embarrassed the infant arts in America. 
We are sensible that they are not only highly unfavorable to every 
mechanical improvement, but that they nourish a spirit of depend- 
ence which tends in some degree to defeat the purpose of our late 
revolution and tarnish the lustre of our character. We are sensible 
that long habit has fixed in the mind of the people an unjust pre- 
dilection for foreign productions, and has rendered them too regard- 
less of the arguments and complaints with which the patriotic and 
discerning have addressed them from every quarter. These preju- 
dices have become confirmed and radical, and we are convinced that 
a strong and united effort is necessary to expel them. The Legisla- 
ture of our State, convinced of the propriety of cherishing our 
manufactures in their early growth, has made some provisions for 
that purpose, and we have no doubt but more comprehensive and 
decisive measures will in time be taken. But on the exertions of 
our brethren, and especially upon the patronage and protection of 
the General Government, we rest our most flattering hopes of 
success. When our views like our interests are combined and con- 
centrated, our petitions to the Federal Legislature will assume the 
tone and complexion of the public wishes, and will have a propor- 
tionate weight and influence.” 

These documents are interesting, as showing how early in the 
history of the country began these discussions of tariff and free trade, 
protection and revenue, which are still agitated, without much prospect 
of a permanent settlement. 
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At a meeting in December, 1787, it was resolved: “That as part 
of the money belonging to the Society is in specie, the Treasurer be 
instructed to exchange the same for paper currency for the benefit of 
the Society”—an operation which we have seen often repeated in our 
own day. 

At the annual meeting of the Society held January 1, 1788, the 
following members were elected officers : 


JoHN CampBELL, Chazrvman. ANTHONY Post, Deputy Chatrman. 
Joun Younc, 7veasurer. Joun McComs, Jr., Secretary. 


Delegates from the different branches were received, and their 
names recorded. 

At the meeting held December 3, 1788, resolutions were received 
from the Manufacturing Society, proposing a committee, one-half of 
which should be from each society, with such powers as might be found 
necessary for establishing friendly relations between the two societies, 
as manufacturers and mechanics of the same community. This prop- 
osition met with an immediate and friendly response. This, probably, 
was the beginning of a still closer union when the charter was obtained, 
under which the Manufacturing Society gave up its distinctive organ- 
ization, and many of its members joined the Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen. 

At the annual meeting held January 6, 1789, the following mem- 
bers were elected officers for the ensuing year: 


Antuony Post, Chatrman. James BramBLe, Dep. Chairman. 
Wm. J. Extswortu, 7veasurer. Joun McComs, Jr., Secretary. 


After the election, the members dined together, and during the 
convivialities the following characteristic toasts and sentiments were 
enthusiastically received: 
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First. The United States of America. 

Second. His Excellency, George Washington. 

Third. His Excellency, George Clinton. 

Fourth. The land we live in: may it ever be free! 

Fifth. May our efforts to do good be crowned with success. 

Sixth. May we breakfast with health, dine with friendship, drink a bottle with 
mirth, and sup with contentment. 

Seventh. May agriculture and manufactures receive support and encouragement 
under the Federal Government. 

Eighth. Disgrace to the man who owes his greatness to his country’s ruin! 

Ninth. A cobweb pair of breeches, a porcupine saddle, and a hard trotting-horse 
to all the enemies of freedom! 

Tenth. May the mechanics of the United States discover ingenuity in their profes- 
sion and honor in their dealings! 

Eleventh. Trade and navigation ! 

Twelfth. May we live and our enemies know it! 


This festival proved so pleasant, that at each return of the 
anniversary it was repeated, thus cementing the bonds of friendship 
which bound the members together. 

At the meeting in March, 1789, the Society resolved hereafter 
as a society to take no part in elections. 

From this it is apparent that previously the Society had taken 
an active part in elections. This will not seem so strange, if we 
remember that the Government was yet in its infancy; that it was 
regarded by many as an experiment, and rather a hopeless one; 
that it was so regarded by the world at large; and that the patri- 
otic interest which it excited was thus made intense and personal, 
and soared far above mere considerations of party. 

At a meeting held November 4th, 1789, the following petition to 
the Legislature was agreed upon: 

‘To the honorable, the Legislature of the State of New-York, in 
Senate and Assembly convened, the petition of the Society of the 
Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City and County of New-York most 
respectfully showeth: 


> 
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“That your petitioners, actuated by the purest motives, did, soon 
after the close of the late war, associate and form themselves into a 
society composed of members from the different descriptions of trades- 
men within this city. 

“That, for the sake of order and regularity, certain resolutions 
have been adopted by which the Society is now governed. 

“That the grand objects that your petitioners have in view in 
thus associating are to promote and establish the trade and manu- 
factures of their country, and which, at the present day, in some of 
their sister States, meet with protection and encouragement from 
their first class of citizens. 

“To raise a fund by subscription within themselves for the re- 
lief of such of their fellow-citizens who may, through the various 
vicissitudes of fortune, claim a share of their munificence to rescue, 
from the cold hand of poverty and distress, the mourning widow 
and helpless orphan. 

“These are the principles which have induced the mechanics and 
tradesmen of this city to enter into an association. And although 
their zeal and anxiety to carry their laudable designs into execution 
may have operated in a small degree to their wishes, yet your 
petitioners find their exertions inadequate to accomplish the under- 
taking unless they have the favorable interposition of the honorable, 
the Legislature, to enable them by law, as an incorporated body, to 
Operate with energy and vigor in the management of such moneys 
or other property as may from time to time come into their hands. 

“Your petitioners, themselves confiding in the patriotism, benev- 
olence, and justice of those they have now the honor to address, 
do most humbly pray that they may be permitted to lay before 
your honorable body the resolutions by which they, as a society, 
are at present governed, and that leave may be granted your 
petitioners to bring in a bill for the purpose of constituting them 
a body corporate and politic, subject to such regulations and re- 
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strictions as you in your great wisdom shall think meet. And your 
petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.” 

It has been thought desirable here to reproduce this petition, 
because it succinctly shows the purpose for which the Society was 
organized. We find, however, that it was not presented at the 
next session of the Legislature, and it may have been somewhat 
modified before it was forwarded. 

Correspondence with affiliated societies was, during this year, 
continued. The absorbing topic was protection to American indus- 
try, and the necessity of united effort in petitioning Congress to 
lay a tariff of duties upon such articles as were manufactured in 
the country. We find specially that there was correspondence with 
the mechanics and manufacturers of Baltimore, Md., and Provi- 
dence, R. I. From one petition, the following is extracted: “It is 
to the Supreme Legislature of the United States, as guardians of 
the whole country, that every eye is directed. From their united 
wisdom, their patriotism, their ardent love of country, your peti- 
tioners expect to derive that capital, aid, and assistance which alone 
can dissipate their just apprehensions, and animate them with hope 
of success in the future, by imposing on all foreign articles which 
can be made in America such duties as will give a decided pref- 
erence to their labors, and thereby discontinue the trade which tends 
so materially to injure them and impoverish their country.” 

At the annual meeting of the Society held January 5th, 1790, the 
following-named persons were elected officers for the ensuing year: 


Joun Stacc, Chairman. James Ty er, 2d Deputy. 
Nicuouas N. AntHony, 7st Deputy. Wn. J. Evswortu, Zveas. 
Joun McComp, Jr., Secretary. 


The Overseers of the Indigent were then appointed, according to 
the by-laws. After the transaction of other business, the Society 
partook of the anniversary dinner. 
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At the meeting held April 8th, 1790, it was voted that the 
Society become an adventurer in the State Lottery. 

Mr. Gilbert, with the treasurer and secretary, was directed to 
purchase thirteen tickets for the Society, and to give its note for 
the amount. It was reported at a subsequent meeting that five of 
the tickets held by the Society were prizes of four pounds each, and 
that he had received seventeen pounds, there being a deduction of 
fifteen per cent., according to the rules of the lottery. All the 
tickets cost twenty-six pounds. There was therefore a loss to the 
Society of nine pounds (twenty-two dollars and fifty cents), and it 
does not appear that it was ever again induced to try the experi- 
ment of winning large gains from very small investments. 

At the annual meeting held January 4th, 1791, the following- 
named members were elected officers for the ensuing year: 


Joruam Post, Chazrman. Francis Cuiips, 2a Deputy. 
James Ty er, zs¢t Deputy. WiuiAM J. Etswortn, 7veas. 
Joun McComp, Jr., Secretary. 


The Society partook of the usual anniversary dinner, which was 
given at Aaron Aorson’s tavern, at the corner of Nassau and George 
(now Spruce) streets. 

At a meeting held January 5th, 1791, a committee was appointed 
to prepare and to report a by-law to prevent litigation among the 
members of the Society. A report was subsequently made, but, 
though much discussed, there seems to have been no definite action 
upon it. Two years after, however, a by-law was enacted upon the 
subject, but it does not appear upon the records. Still, the minutes 
show an earnest, desire on the part of the members to avoid law- 
suits among themselves. It was found difficult, probably, to frame 
an enactment which would have a practical force. 


1792—1800. 
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BT obit Reel: 


INCORPORATION OF THE SOCIETY. 






FXO. T the annual meeting of the Society held January 3d, 1792, 
| the following-named members were elected officers for the 


sal ensuing year: 


Rogert Boyp, Preszdent. DaniEL Hitcucock, 2d Vice-Pres. 
AntTHony Post, rst Vice-Pres. Tuomas Leroy, 7veasurer. 
JoHn Etswortnu, Secretary. 


It will be observed that the titles of these officers had been 
changed since the election of 1791. The titles then were chairman, 
first and second deputy chairmen. The change was made in Feb- 
ruary, 1791, when the subject of applying for a charter was before 
the Society. 

It was resolved, at a meeting held soon after, that each member 
of the Society, on calling for liquor in this house, pay for the same 
upon receiving it, and a committee was appointed, consisting of 
John Campbell and James Tyler, to inform the landlady of the 
passage of this resolution. 
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At a meeting held February 15th, 1792, it was resolved that the 
twelfth article of the by-laws be put into execution. This required 
the president, treasurer, and secretary to give bonds, with sureties 
in the sum of two hundred and fifty pounds, equal to $625, for the 
faithful discharge of their duties, and for a just accounting for 
moneys of the Society in their hands. 

Previous to March, 1792, the initiation fee was one pound 
($2.50); from that time it was one pound eight shillings ($3.50). 
Four shillings of the ‘fee in each case entitled the brother to a 
certificate of membership. 

In the year 1791 the Society appears to have increased in popu- 
larity. The number of members was large, and continued to increase 
during the year 1792, the Society becoming more and more efficient 
in its operations, as it has up to the present time. The application 
to the Legislature was successful. The Society was constituted a body 
corporate, according to the provisions of the following charter : 


An Act to Incorporate the Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, for Charitable Purposes. Passed the 14th of March, 1792. 


WHEREAS Robert Boyd and others, Mechanics and Tradesmen, of the City 
of New-York, associated as a Society, under the style of “Zhe General Soctety 
of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” for the laudable purposes 
of protecting and supporting such of their brethren as by sickness or accident 
may stand in need of assistance, and for the relief of the widows and orphans of 
those who may die, leaving little or no property for their support, by their petition, 
presented to the Legislature, have prayed to be incorporated, to enable them 
more beneficiently to carry into effect their charitable intentions: Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, That the said Robert Boyd, together with Nicholas N. Anthony, 
Thomas Allen, William Allen, Jacob Arden, Francis Arden, John Amory, 
Allard Anthony, Jacob I. Arden, Thomas Ash, Elbert Anderson, Jacob Arnold, 
John Burger, John Burger, Jr., William Bryar, Michael Brooks, Abraham Blood- 
good, Francis Bassett, David Barclay, Walter Bicker, Gardner Baker, James 
Brown, James Bramble, John P. Bessonett, John Brower, Thomas Brewen, James 
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Byrne, John Brown, Peter Bertine, John Bingham, James D. Bissett, Thomas 
Brown, John Banks, Isaac Boyea, Caleb Boyle, John Campbell, Joseph Cheese- 
man, John Commendener, John Cole, Peter Cole, Richard Cunningham, Samuel 
Campbell, Francis Childs, William Croleys, William Carman, John Clitz, Sea- 
bury Champlain, John Croleus, Isaac Coulthard, James Culbertson, Richard 
Davis, John De la Montayne, Walter Degraw, James Van Dyck, John Van 
Dyck, William I. Elsworth, John Elsworth, Jacob Fisler, Gabriel Furman, Jacob 
Fee, William Forde, George Gosman, William W. Gilbert, John Goodeve, John 
Gilmore, Robert Gosman, Alexander Gibson, Caleb Haviland, Thomas Hazard, 
Robert Hodge, Peter Hulick, Hercules Heron, William Hopson, Daniel Hitch- 
cock, Jabez Halsey, Jacob Hallett, Aaron Howell, Obadiah Helmes, Thomas 
Ivers, Joseph Jadwin, Seth Kneelen, George Lindsey, Robert Lilburn, Thomas 
Le Foy, John Moore, John M’Comb, Sr., Dennis M’Cready, John Mills, Malcolm 
M’Ewen, George Meserve, William Meserve, William Mooney, White Matlack, 
William Mooney, Peter R. Maverick, David Mann, Andrew Morris, James 
Moore, John M’Baine, Robert M’Dowell, John Ming, Isaac Moore, Peter 
M’Cartey, John M’Comb, Jr., Joseph Newton, Isaac Nicoll, John Norman, 
Anthony Ogilvie, Andrew Otterson, Anthony Post, Abraham Polhemus, Jotham 
Post, John Perrian, Edward Patten, George Pake, George Peck, Alexander Pea- 
cock, William Phillips, William Parker, Abraham Russell, James Robinson, 
Frederick Resler, Thomas Ross, John Ross, Abraham Riker, John I. Richie, 
Daniel Ruckel, John Stagg, Thomas Stevenson, John Sidell, Daniel Stansbury, 
John Striker, Gerardus Smith, Frederick Stymets, Stephen Smith, Anthony 
Simmons, Jacob Sherred, George Seal, George Speth, Henry Snyder, William 
Stymets, Peter Shackerly, Cornelius Sebring, Andrew Thompson, James Tylee, 
James Teller, Ahasuerus Turk, Thomas Timpson, Daniel Tooker, John Utt, 
John Wylley, Henry Will, Edward Watkeys, Hugh Walsh, William Wright, 
George Warner, Henry Wolf, James Warner, Nathaniel Woodward, Benjamin 
Williamson, John Wood, John Wright, Andrew Wright, and John Young, and 
all persons being Mechanics or Tradesmen, and resident within the City and 
County of New-York, who hereafter shall be members of the said Society, shall 
be, and hereby are ordained, constituted and declared to be one body cerporate 
and politic, in fact and in name, by the name of ‘“ The General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” until the first Monday of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve; and that by that name they 
and their successors, for the term aforesaid, shall and may have succession, and 
shall be persons in law, capable of suing and being sued, pleading and being 
impleaded, answering and being answered unto, defending and being defended, 
in all courts and places whatsoever, in all manner of action and actions, suits, 
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complaints, matters, and causes whatsoever; and that they and their successors 
may have a common seal, and may change and alter the same at their pleasure. 
And also, that they and their successors, by the name of “ 7he General Society 
of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” shall be, in law, capable 
of purchasing, holding, and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the public 
use of the said corporation. 

Provided, That the lands, tenements, and hereditaments which it shall be 
lawful for the said corporation to hold, shall be only such as shall be requisite for 
the purpose of erecting a house or hall thereon, in which to meet and to transact 
the business of the said corporation, or such as shall have been dona fide mort- 
gaged to it by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts 
previously contracted in the course of its business, or purchased at sales on 
judgments which shall have been obtained for such debts. 

And provided, also, That the amount of the real and personal estate, which 
the said corporation are hereby enabled to hold, shall not at any one time exceed 
the sum of fifty thousand dollars. 

And be tt further enacted, That the officers of the said corporation shall be a 
President, Vice-President, and a Second Vice-President, a Treasurer and Secre- 
tary, who shall hold their offices for one year, and shall be citizens of this State, 
and be elected on the first Tuesday in January in every year, at such time of the 
day, and at such place in the city of New-York, as shall be fixed and ascertained 
by the by-laws of the said corporation. That all elections of the said officers, or 
any of them, shall be by ballot, and such person who shall have, at any election, 
the greatest number of votes given at such election as President, shall be the 
President; and in like manner the person who shall have the greatest number of 
votes as Vice-President, shall be Vice-President; and in like manner the person 
who shall have the greatest number of votes for Second Vice-President, shall be 
Second Vice-President; and in like manner the person who shall have the 
greatest number of votes as Treasurer, shall be Treasurer; and in like manner 
the person who shall have the greatest number of votes as Secretary, shall be 
Secretary. And the said officers shall hold their respective offices for one year, 
and until others shall be chosen in their places. That if any vacancy shall hap- 
pen among the said officers by death, resignation, or removal, such vacancies 
shall be filled, for the remainder of the year in which they may happen, by a 
special election for that purpose, to be held in the same manner as the annual 
elections are made, at such times and places as shall be provided for and deter- 
mined by the by-laws of the said corporation. That Robert Boyd shall be the 
first President of the said corporation, Anthony Post, Vice-President thereof, 
Daniel Hitchcock, Second Vice-President thereof, Thomas Le Foy, the Treas- 
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urer thereof, and John Elsworth, the Secretary thereof; who shall hold their 
offices respectively until the first Tuesday in January next, and until others shall 
be chosen in their places. 

And be it further enacted, That in case it should at any time happen that an 
election of officers should not be made on any day when, pursuant to this act, it 
ought to have been made, the said corporation shall not, for that cause, be 
deemed to be dissolved, but it shall and may be lawful on any other day to hold 
and make an election of officers, in such manner as shall have been regulated by 
the laws and ordinances of the said corporation. 

And be it further enacted, That all elections and all meetings of the said 
corporation shall be made and held ina place certain, to be fixed and determined 
by the by-laws of the said corporation; and that at all such elections and meet- 
ings of the said corporation, so to be held as aforesaid, twenty-five members 
thereof, including the President, or in his absence the Vice-President, or in his 
absence the Second Vice-President, shall be considered as a quorum of the 
said corporation, and shall have full power to do and transact all the busi- 
ness thereof. 

And be it further enacted, That the said corporation, and their successors, 
shall have full power to make and prescribe such by-laws, rules, ordinances, and 
regulations as to them from time to time shall appear needful and proper, 
touching the management and disposition of their stock, property, estate, and 
effects for the purposes aforesaid ; and touching the meetings of the said Society, 
both special and ordinary, except the first Tuesday in January in every year, 
which is hereby declared to be the annual meeting of the Society; and touching 
the duties and conduct of the officers of the said corporation ; and touching the 
election of officers, and all such other purposes as appertain to the business, ends, 
and purposes for which the said corporation is by this act instituted, and for no 
other purposes whatsoever. 

Provided, That such by-laws, rules, and regulations be not repugnant to 
the Constitution or the laws of the United States or of this State. 

And be it further enacted, That all persons, being Mechanics or Tradesmen, 
and resident within the City and County of New-York, desiring to become mem- 
bers of the said corporation, shall be proposed by at least two members, one 
meeting previous to his or their election, which shall be by ballot, and determined 
by two-thirds of the members present at such election; that then he or they so 
elected, on paying into the hands of the Treasurer such sum as the corporation 
by their by-laws shall direct, Arovided the same shall not exceed the sum of ex 
dollars, shall have his or their names inserted in the general register, and shall be 
entitled to all the privileges and benefits arising therefrom. 
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- And to the end that the funds of the said corporation may never be 
diverted to any other than the charitable purposes for which the institution 
has been expressly made and created: 

Be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall, within twenty 
days after the passing of this act, exhibit to the Chancellor of this State a 
full and particular account of all the estate, real and personal, then vested in 
the said corporation, attested by the oath of the Treasurer thereof, that the 
same is a true and perfect account. And shall also, in every year there- 
after, during the continuance of this act, and between the first and last days 
of May in each year, exhibit to the Chancellor for the time being a like 
account, together with a particular and detailed account of all moneys by 
the said corporation expended in the preceding year, specifying the several 
purposes to which it has been applied. And if it shall appear to the said 
Chancellor that any moneys, except for the necessary repairs of any buildings 
which may belong to the said corporation, or for the payment of the Treas- 
urer or Secretary thereof, or for other charges expressly incidental to the 
management of the funds thereof, have been applied by the said corporation ° 
to any use other than for the support of indigent members of the said cor- 
poration, or the widows or children of any person having been a member 
thereof, he shall direct the Attorney-General of the State for the time being, 
ex officio, to file an information against the said corporation in the Supreme 
Court of this State; and if, upon the traverse, the said corporation shall be found 
guilty, and judgment shall pass thereupon, that thenceforth the said corporation 
shall cease and become null and void, and the estate, real and personal, which it 
may then possess, shall vest in the people of this State. 

And be it further enacted, That this act be, and hereby is declared to be, a 
public act; and that the same is construed in all courts and places, benignly 
and favorably, for every beneficial purpose therein intended. 

The preceding act ts a true copy of the original, examined and compared 
therewith, this 23d day of March, 1792, 

By me, 
ROBERT HARPUR, Deputy Secretary. 


This excellent charter had a beneficial influence upon the pros- 
perity of the Society. The large accessions to the membership have 
already been noticed. The number belonging to the Society January 
Ist, 1792, was 184. During the year there were 229 initiations. 
This brought the number of members up to 413. Congratulations 
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were received from various similar societies in different States of 
the Union. As a specimen of these, and of the replies which they 


received, the following may be given: 


PROVIDENCE, June 20th, 1792. 


GENTLEMEN: The Providence Association of Mechanics and Manufact- 
urers beg leave to congratulate you on the happy issue of your spirited 
exertions to cement the mechanic interest. 

Be assured that it gave us the most sincere pleasure to see in the public 
newspapers that another pillar was erected under the sanction of authority to 
the support of the mechanic arts. 

We cannot but hope that the firm resolution and steady perseverance which 
have marked your conduct will be imitated by all the brethren in the United 
States, although at present we regret the backwardness of many of them, for 
certainly the utility of incorporated bodies of mechanics must present itself to 
every thinking mind. 

We desire to maintain a friendly correspondence with you, and to receive 
every necessary information respecting the mechanic interest. 

With respect and esteem, 
Your friends and brethren. 

(Signed, by order of the Association), 


GERSHOM JONES, Vice-President. 


To the General Society of Mechanics aaa: 
Tradesmen of the City of New-York. 


This letter was received with much satisfaction, and answered as 


follows : 
NEW-YORK, Oct. 29th, 1792. 


GENTLEMEN: It was with much pleasure we received a letter from you, 
dated 20th of June, and, although dated so long ago, we can assure you that 
we did not receive it until October 8th. We suppose the delay to have been 
Owing to inattention at the post-office. 

We thank you for your kind congratulations on our exertions to cement the 
mechanic interest, and we feel ourselves indebted to our Legislature for their 
patronage in granting us a charter which, although given only for charitable pur- 
poses, yet will, we doubt not, have the happy effect of uniting us as brethren in 
one common interest, and promote the mechanic arts. 
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Be assured, gentlemen, that nothing shall be wanting on our part to render 
the mechanic interest respectable and worthy of imitation by all our brethren in 
the United States, although we regret, with you, the backwardness of the Rulers 
in other States, in granting charters to associations of mechanics who have an 
undoubted right to the privilege. 

We have the pleasure to forward with this letter a pamphlet containing a 
copy of our charter, by-laws, rules of order, and a catalogue of names of the 
members of our Society, and beg you to accept the same. . 

We should be happy to maintain a friendly correspondence, and whatever 
information can be given respecting the interest of mechanics in general we shall, 
with pleasure, impart, and expect the same in return. 

We are, gentlemen, with perfect esteem and regard, 

Your friends and brethren. 
(Signed in behalf of the Society), ROBERT BoyD, President. 


The Providence Association of Mechanics and Manufacturers. 


At a meeting held November ist, 1792, it was resolved to 
appoint a committee to consider and report a plan for building a 
hall, and to devise ways and means for defraying the expenses of 
such an erection. This project was agitated for years, and resulted 
in the purchase of the lot of land at the corner of Broadway and 
Robinson street (now Park Place), and the building thereon of 
Mechanics’ Hall. This was long the home of the Society. When 
the land became too valuable to be used by the Society, another 
location was procured, and the increase derived from the old estate 
still affords abundant means of usefulness and benevolence. 

At the annual meeting held January tIst, 1793, the following 
members were elected officers for the ensuing year: 


Antuony Post, Preszdent. PETER Cour, 2d Vice-President. 
DanieL Hitcucock, Vice-Pres. RicHarp FurMAN, 7 veasurer. 


Joun Exswortn, Secretary. 


The Society then went in procession to Cardin’s tavern, to par- 


take of the anniversary. dinner. 
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At a meeting held January gth, 1793, the Society took into con- 
sideration a letter signed “W. S. Livingston,” wishing its political 
codperation. A committee was appointed to inform all citizens of 
New-York concerned that it was repugnant to the objects of the 
Society to have anything to do with the public elections. 

At a meeting held February 20th, 1793, the finance of the 
Society being under consideration, the following plan was adopted 
for raising and sinking a sum of money to be used in purchasing 
land and erecting a hall thereon: 

“Resolved, That this Society will receive on loan a sum of money 
not exceeding £3,000, and will pay for the same annually interest 
at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, and also Io per cent. of the 
principal at the end of every year until the whole sum be settled. 

‘Resolved, That each subscriber shall pay into the hands of such 
person as may be authorized to receive the same the sum by him sub- 
scribed within thirty days after being so required; and the President, 
with such other person or persons as the Society may appoint, shall 
issue his or their notes in the name of the Society for the sum received. 

‘Resolved, That the proposed loan be open to members of this 
Society only, for the space of thirty days, and that no subscription 
be received for a sum less than forty shillings ($5.00). 

“Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to receive sub- 
scriptions, and as soon as the sum required shall be subscribed they 
shall report the same to the Society, which shall thereupon proceed 
to elect a board of commissioners and a treasurer, to receive the 
money and issue the notes, which shall be printed on good paper 
and bound in a book; and also to purchase the land and contract 
for the erection of the building.” 

The following members were appointed to constitute said com- 
mittee: Gabriel Furman, Anthony Post, Jacob Sherred, Daniel Hitch- 
cock, Jotham Post. 


30 GENERAL SOCIETY OF [1792 


The initiation fee was raised to two pounds ($5.00). This change 
was to take effect on and after March Ist) 51-703 

At the meeting held April roth, 1793, a committee was appointed 
to inquire for suitable land upon which to erect a hall. This appears 
to have been an anticipation of the action of the Society, under the 
resolutions adopted February 20th. At the meeting held May rst, 1793, 
the committee reported that they had been offered a certain lot in 
the Fifth ward, belonging to the Widow Bancker, at the price of 
4750. The purchase of this was recommended, and the report 
having been accepted, the same committee was instructed to con- 
summate the purchase by the Society. But this action appears to 
have been taken without due consideration, and the records of further 
proceedings show that the plan was not carried out. 

The Society, each year, observed two anniversaries. The annual 
meeting has already been noticed. The Fourth of July was also 
kept as a festival by the members. We have the following record 
of the proceedings July 4th, 1793: 

“The Declaration of Independence was read, after which a pro- 
cession was formed, which proceeded to the old Presbyterian Church, 
where a sermon well adapted to the occasion was delivered by the 
Rev. Mr. Miller; when the Society dispersed, and again met at six 
o'clock p. M. at the house of Mrs. Amory, which was illuminated for 
the occasion. Deputations were received from Tammany Society, 
the Society of the Cincinnati, officers of the militia, and merchants 
of this city—-a happy gathering congratulating each other on the 
return of the auspicious day. The evening was spent in the enjoy- 
ment of the entertainment and social intercourse which ever char- 
acterize this Society.” 

At the meeting held on August 7th, 1793, a committee was 
appointed to view the ground and building belonging to the Society, 
to promote the subscription list, and to forward the building of a 
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hall. At the next meeting, the bond and mortgage given by the 
Society on the premises purchased of Mrs. Bancker were presented 
and duly executed. The land cost £750 ($1,875), of which £400 
had already been paid. | 

At the meeting held November 6th, 1793, a communication was 
received from the committee appointed by the citizens of New-York 
to prevent the bringing in and spread of infectious diseases in the 
city. The opinion of the Society was asked as to the propriety of 
renewing general intercourse with the city of Philadelphia, where 
the yellow fever had been raging. An opinion unfavorable to such 
renewal at present was given, and confidence was expressed in the 
discretion of the citizens’ committee. 

At the annual meeting held January Ist, 1794, the following 
officers were elected: 


Joun Sracc, President. JoHn CampBELL, 2d Vice-President. 
James Tyver, Vzce-President. Witiiam J. Etsworrtu, 7veas. 
Joun Exswortu, Secredary. 


After the officers had been installed, the Society went in pro- 
cession to the Tontine Coffee House, where, with the usual festivity, 
the members dined together. 

On the 7th of May, 1794, a committee was appointed to confer 
with the Commissioners of Fortifications, to ascertain when it would 
be most desirable for the Society to assist at the public works on 
Governor’s Island; and arrangements were subsequently made for 
carrying out that patriotic purpose. 

The anniversary of American independence was celebrated, as 
usual, this year. Regular meetings of the Society were held, for 
the transaction of necessary business. 

At the annual meeting held January 6th, 1795, the following 
officers were elected: : 
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GABRIEL FIRMAN, President. DanieL Hitcucock, 2d Vice-Pres. 
JAcoB SHERRED, Vice-President. Wiiiam J. Etswortu, Tvreas. 
GARDINER BAKER, Secretary. 


In the year 1795, the American ensign, as it is called in the 
minutes, and as it is still exhibited by the Society on all public 
occasions, was adopted. At the meeting held July Ist, 1795, it was 
voted that this flag be displayed at sunrise. At eight o'clock A. M., 
the Society met to listen to the reading of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. The members then proceeded to join the general pro- 
cession of the citizens. At five o'clock p. m., the Society met again 
to receive the congratulations of its sister societies, and of the citi- 
zens. Each member contributed two shillings to defray the expenses 
of the day. Regular toasts of the usual character were given at the 
dinner. Among these, the following may be selected, Franklin hav- 
ing died April 17th, 1790. 

“The memory of our late brother mechanic, Benjamin Franklin: 
May his bright example convince mankind that in this land of 
freedom and equality, talents, joined to frugality and virtue, may 
justly aspire to the first offices of government.” 

The procession formed upon the Battery at nine o'clock a. M., 
and moved in the following order: 

First. The Legion. 

Second. The General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen. 

Third. The Tammany Society. 

Fourth. The Democratic Society. 

fifth. The Militia Officers. 

The route of the procession was through Beaver, Broad, Pearl, 
and Beekman streets to the Presbyterian Church. Here the Declara- 
tion of Independence was read by Edward Livingston, Esq., and a 
sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. Miller. A suitable ode was 





1800] MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 33 


sung, and a collection taken up for the benefit of the charity school 
connected with the church. Afterward the procession marched down 
Broadway to the Battery, where a feu de joze closed the ceremonies 
of the occasion. 

At the annual meeting held January 8th, 1796, the following 


officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


JacoB SHERRED, Preszdent. Joun Stace, 2d Vice-President. 
James TyLer, Vice-Preszdent. Wititam J. Etswortu, 77easurer. 
GARDINER BAKER, Secretary. 


The anniversary festival was held at the Tontine Coffee House. 
The committee on the treasurer’s accounts stated that the assets 


of the Society were as follows: 


Land which cost . ” 
Meare ete ce St ee 500:'00 00 
Cash on hand, 2 





1,463 
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In Federal currency, this amounted to $3,657.98. 
At the annual meeting held January 3d, 1797, the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 


SEABURY CHAMPLIN, Preszdent. CORNELIUS CryGIER, 2d Vice-Pres. 
James STEWART, Vice-President. \Wi1Li1aM J. Etswortu, 7veasurer. 
GARDINER BAKER, Secretary. 


There was the usual dinner at the Tontine Coffee House. The 


treasurer reported the assets of the Society as follows: 


22 s. @ 
Pee DIECOSt eS ier aS) fh (08 hg) 8) 750 CO*.00 
Amount on loan, with security, . . . . . . 850 00 00 
ES ESOYE OE En ee ee nee erins & ang 7 Seats 
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In Federal currency, this amounted to $4,331.84. 

The celebration of the Fourth of July was participated in by the 
Society as usual. 

At the meeting held September 6th, 1797, a committee was 
authorized to sell the lot of land belonging to the Society for a 
sum not less than £1,200, but at a meeting held in November the 
committee reported that a sale had been effected to Josiah Freeman, 
for the sum of £1,415. There is no record of the motives of the 
Society for selling this land, which had been bought for building 
purposes. The action was, however, deliberately considered. It was 
sold for more than original cost, with accrued interest and taxes, so 
it had proved a profitable investment, though there may have been 
some mistake made in originally purchasing it. 

At the annual meeting of the Society held January 2d, 1798, the 
following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


James Ty er, Preszdent. CorRNELIuS CryGIER, 2d Vice-Pres. 
Tuomas Timpson, Vice-Pres. JOHN STRYKER, 7veasurer. 
Witi1AM WHITEHEAD, Secretary. 


The members dined at Hunter’s Hotel. 

At the meeting held in March, the committee to examine the 
accounts of the treasurer presented the report, by which the assets 
of the Society were as follows: 


A,” | Sou 

Amount-on loan\.0.. tavente) 4 et sieds eee le so Oman 
Amount’on'land‘sold)) 5) Aire 2 ee CO cme 
Amount in’ the treasury, |...) e010. | on ve lOoms mn 
2,420) (3a 


In Federal currency, this amounts to $6,050.46. 

At the meeting held April 4th, 1798, a code of by-laws and rules 
of order was adopted, the subject having been discussed at several — 
previous meetings. (Vzde Appendix A.) 


. 
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The Fourth of July was this year observed by the Society 
according to its custom. There seems this year to have been some 
diminution of interest in the Society on the part of its members, 
several meetings during the autumn finding themselves without a 
quorum. 

At the annual meeting of the Society held January Ist, 1799, the 
following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Peter H. WeENpDovER, President. ANTHONY Brown, 2d Vice-Pres. 
CorNELIUS CRvGIER, Vice-Pves. JOHN STRYKER, T7veasurer. 
WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, Secretary. 


The annual dinner took place at the Tontine Coffee House. 

A correspondence was held between the Society and the Providence 
Association of Mechanics and Manufacturers. (Vzde Appendix B.) 

A source of no little trouble to the Society was the delinquency 
of members in meeting their monthly payments. It was sometimes 
necessary, in consequence of this, to strike the names of negligent 
members from the rolls. The following, from the minutes of the 8th 
of May, illustrates the difficulty: ‘The treasurer reported that 370 
members were in arrears for dues to the amount of £241 19s.” 
($604.48). But a gratifying feature of the Society’s operations was 
the interest felt in the wants of indigent members. The care of them 
was confided to the overseers of the poor, as they were called. In 
adopting measures of benevolence, the utmost harmony prevailed. 

A special meeting of the Society was held December 26th, «1799, 
the following call having been addressed to the president by several 
members : | 

“Owing to the death of our beloved fellow-citizen, Lieutenant- 
General George Washington, we, the subscribers, being members of 
the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, do deem it expedient and signify to you as our pleasure 
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that a meeting of this Society be called for Thursday evening next, 
at the usual time and place, to devise proper measures to be taken 
upon this melancholy occasion.” 

At the meeting, the president announced that the public author- 
ities were making arrangements for a funeral procession. A com- 
mittee was appointed to make necessary provision for the partici- 
pation of the Society in the ceremonies. It was directed that the 
chairs of the president and vice-president “be hung with black 
cloth, with love ribbon hung around the branches, and that the 
painting above the president’s chair be festooned with black cloth 
tied with love ribbon; that the colors be hoisted half-mast at sun- 
rise; that each member wear black crape around his left arm on 
the day of the procession; and that the standard be draped in 
mourning.” . 

At the annual meeting of the Society held January Ist, 1800, 
the following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


DanieEL Hitcucock, Preszdent. JOHN SLIDELL, JR., 2d Vice-Pres. 
CoRNELIUS CryGiER, Vtce-Pres. JOHN STRIKER, 7veasurer. 
Joun Exswortu, Secretary. 


A report upon the financial condition of the Society gave the 
assets at £2,707 10d. ($6,767.60). There were members’ dues un- 
paid to the amount of £318 4ps. 

Another communication was received from the Providence Asso- 
ciation of Mechanics and Manufacturers, asking the codperation of 
the Society in a petition to the legislature of the United States, 
asking for higher duties on many articles imported. But the Society 
deemed it inexpedient to comply with this request. 

The Fourth of July was, as usual, observed by the Society this 
year. The oration was delivered by Matthew L. Davis, Esq., in 
St. Paul’s Church. 
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PROGRESS OF THE SOCIETY. 


it the annual meeting held January 6th, 1801, the following 
| officers were elected for the ensuing year: 





JAcoB SHERRED, P7ves. Francis Cooper, 2d Vice-Pres. 
ABRAHAM LasBaGH, Vzce-Pres. JOHN STRIKER, Z7yveasurer. 
WitiiAM WHITEHEAD, Secretary. 


The anniversary dinner was marked by the presence of many 
prominent citizens. Letters were read from the Mayor of New- 
York, and from the Hon. Aaron Burr. 

According to the report of the treasurer, the assets of the 
Society appeared to be £2,874 19s. 3d. ($7,187.41). Interest due, 
£141 tos. 8d. Arrears, £281 5s. 

From a report of the overseers of the poor, it appeared that 
the names of fourteen widows and twenty-seven children were on 
the pension list. When a member needed assistance, it was repeated 


from time to time, but his name was not placed upon the pension 
list. 
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On the 7th of October, 1801, the committee appointed to pro- 
cure a lot of land recommended one upon the west side of Broad- 
way, at the corner of Chambers street, owned by Mrs. Henshaw. 
Its measurement was stated at twenty-five feet front and rear, and 
ninety-two feet deep. The price was £1,500. The committee con- 
sidered the situation of this lot as “truly desirable, as the opposite 
side of the street will always remain open, as there stand the Alms- 
house and Bridewell. This, with the height of the ground, the 
well-known purity and healthfulness of the street, and the location 
upon a corner, must, during the warm season of the year, render it 
comfortable and airy.” But the Society did not come to an 
immediate decision upon the subject. The benevolent operations of 
the Society occupied considerable time during the regular meetings. 
Great care was taken of indigent members, and of the widows and 
orphans of deceased brothers. 

At the annual meeting held January 5th, 1802, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


ABRAHAM LasBaGH, President. WiuttamM P. MILLER, 2d Vice-Pres. 
Francis Cooper, V2ce-Pres. JOHN STRIKER, 7veasurer. 
WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, Secre¢ary. 


At the meeting held May 5th, 1802, the matter of purchasing land 
was again under consideration. On this occasion, the lot recom- 
mended was at the corner of Broadway and Robinson street, owned 
by Richard Varick. The dimensions were twenty-five feet on Broad- 
way and ninety-nine feet on Robinson street. A committee was 
appointed to obtain his terms from Mr. Varick; and at a special 
meeting held May 12th, 1802, they reported that they had obtained 
the refusal of the land until the 13th inst. The price asked, the 
buildings being included in the sale, and two hundred loads of lime, 
was £2,600. The cost of the lime, with screening and storage, would 
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be about £180. The building, containing much stone and _ useful 
material, had been appraised at £120, which would reduce the price 
of the land to £2,300, or $5,750. Mr. Varick proposed the pay- 
ment of £600 on the delivery of the deed, with £2,000 to remain 
on bond and mortgage at lawful interest. The committee were 
strongly in favor of the purchase of this lot. A resolution to that 
effect was passed. At the next meeting, the committee presented 
the deed, and the bond and mortgage were executed. The follow- 
ing committee was appointed to take charge of the erection of a 
hall, and for devising ways and means of raising necessary money 
for defraying the cost thereof: Jacob Sherred, John McComb, Jr., 
Anthony Steenbach, Joseph Newton, John Slidell, Jr.. George Gos- 
man, Matthew L. Davis, Andrew Morrell, George Ireland, Peter H. 
Wenover, Cornelius Crygier, George Knox, Thomas Stevenson. 

It was resolved that the Society borrow the necessary amount for 
building, the whole amount not to exceed $15,000, in sums of $10 
each, and issue certificates therefor to be denominated loan shares, 
bearing interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum. 

At the meeting in August, the committee reported that 1,070 of 
the loan shares had been disposed of, amounting to the sum of 
$10,700. The committee reported further, on the 4th of August, 
1802, that they had, in the name of the Society, purchased of 
William G. Miller, for the sum of $575, two feet of his lot, and 
joining on the north of the land of the Society, and had received 
a satisfactory deed therefor. The action of the committee was 
approved. This purchase turned out in the end to be an unadvisa- 
ble one. Other parties claimed the land, and after a long and 
expensive litigation their claims were allowed. Afterward the invest- 
ment proved to be profitable, and a source of income to the Society. 

The building committee presented several plans for the pro- 
posed Mechanics’ Hall, one of which was adopted. Brothers A. 


42 GENERAL SOCIETY OF [1801 


Steenbach and John McComb were appointed master masons for 
building the wall. The corner-stone was laid by the president on 
the 2d of August, 1802, with imposing ceremonies. It bore the 
following inscription : 


© 


This Stones was: laid 
for the HALL of the ~ 
GENERAL Sociery : 
: er) ge 
| ‘Mectamtcs 8 TRADESMEN 4 
| of the City of NewYork 
_ onthe 2 24 day of Auge 
BOR: 
| In the twenty Heche 
| Near of a 








ican INDEPENDENCE. 





The building committee was a very competent one. The work 
was vigorously pressed, and Mechanics’ Hall soon became an _ orna- 
ment of the city, and the pride of the Society. 

On the 2d of December, 1802, a form of address was adopted to 
be used at the initiation of members. (Appendix C.) 

The annual meeting of the Society was held at the new Me- 
chanics’ Hall, corner of Broadway and Robinson street (now Park 


> 
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Place), on Tuesday, January 4th, 1803, when the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 


James WaRNER, President. Joun P. Roome, 2d Vice-Pres. 
JoHNn SLIDELL, Jr., Vece-Pres. JOHN STRIKER, Z7veasurer. 
Witiiam WHITEHEAD, Secretary. 


After the adjournment, the Society, two hundred in number, assem- 
bled in another room and partook of a sumptuous entertainment, ac- 
cording to established custom. The occasion was one of much interest. 
The new hall had been completed, and its erection had added greatly to 
the interest felt by the members in the Society. The Mew- York 
Gazette and General Advertiser of January 5th, 1803, gives a list 
of the toasts drank upon the occasion, as follows: 


I. The People: From whom, sooner or later, each misrepresented character obtains 
justice, and each calumniated honor. 

II. The President of the United States. 

III. The Vice-President of the United States. 

IV. The Right of Suffrage: May it be exercised by those alone who are faithful to 
the Constitution. 

V. Religion and Morality: The necessary and indispensable props of our freedom. 

VI. The Governor and State of New-York. 

VII. The Seventeenth State: May every addition to the number be an accession of 
wisdom and patriotism. 

VIII. Mechanic Hall: May it ever stand firm as the principles on which it is 
founded. 

IX. Public Schools: And all those institutions established for the mitigation of human 
misery. 

X. May every honest patriot, beside an approving conscience, be blest with competency. 

XI. May the asperity of party abate, and the generosity of friendship increase. 

XII. Departed Worth: May the memory of Washington, and his great compatriots, 
excite to emulation, while it extorts tears of regret. 

XIII. The successful prosecution of manufactures, arts, and commerce. 

XIV. Public Prisons: May the progress of humanity meet no interruption from the 
prejudices of ignorance, or the cavils of ancient barbarism. 

XV. Plenty: May it continue to smile on the labors of the American husbandman. 

XVI. Peace: May our country long continue to enjoy the beneficial consequences 
of her exemption from the scourge of the human race. 

XVII. The day we celebrate. 
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VOLUNTEERS. 


By the President.—The Militia of the United States: May they always be found suf- 
ficient to protect our liberties, without the assistance of a standing army. 

By the First Vice-President.—The Contemplated Statue of Washington: While it 
embellishes our city, and testifies our gratitude, may posterity justly appreciate those virtues 
it is designed to perpetuate. 

By the Second Vice-President.—The universal improvement of arts and sciences. 

By the Mayor of the City.—The Mechanics of New-York: May industry and skill, 
patriotism and integrity, be their characteristics. 

After the Mayor had left the table, the President gave: “The Mayor and Corporation 
of the City of New-York.” 


The following is an extract from a letter received about this 
time from the Hon. Edward Livingston, mayor of the city: 


I take the liberty of addressing your Society on a very interesting subject 
in which I have thought their agency necessary to produce an effect I am sure 
they have very much at heart,—I mean the employment of the poor, the dim- 
inution of distress, and, consequently, of the crimes to which it leads. The 
Almshouse of this city affords a comfortable asylum for feeble old age, casual 
debility, and the unprotected state of orphan infancy; but there is another class 
to whom it affords no relief, and who would feel a reluctance in applying for it 
if they were certain of success. You will readily perceive that I allude to those 
who are capable of supporting themselves by their labour, are yet thrown, by 
particular circumstances, out of employment, and are thus forced either to suffer 
the evils of want or to draw for relief on a fund appropriated only for the help- 
less poor. 

This class is composed, first, of strangers during the first months after their 
arrival ; second, of citizens who, from the effects of sickness or other casualty, 
have lost their usual employment; third, of widows and orphans capable of 
labour; fourth, of discharged or pardoned convicts from the State’s Prison. 


The letter concludes with an elaborate plan for bringing about 
the objects proposed. It shows in what high esteem the Society was 
held by the civic authorities. It declined to enter upon a work not 
in accordance with the objects of the Society as set forth in its 
charter, while deeply sympathizing in the benevolent propositions 
- of the Mayor. : 
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The building committee reported that, in accordance with the 
directions of the Society, they had leased to Michael Little the new 
Mechanics’ Hall for the term of two years, at the rent of $1,500 
per annum, payable quarterly, with all taxes on said property ; 
the Society to be permitted, at all its anniversary, monthly, and 
Fourth of July meetings, to use the hall, he agreeing to warm and 
light the room; Little giving a bond, with John Slidell as security, 
for the faithful observance of these conditions. 

The year 1803 was one of continued usefulness and prosperity. 
Many mechanics were elected members, the meetings were well 
attended, the benevolent operations of the association were sustained, 
and its reputation in the community was maintained. 

At the annual meeting held January 3d, 1804, the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 


JOHN SLIDELL, JR., Presedent. WiL~tiamM WHITEHEAD, Secretary. 
Wma. G. MILtEr, Vice-Pres. JOHN STRIKER, Z7veasurer. 
Avucustus Wricut, 2d Vice-Pres. Wm. J. Watpron, Collector. 


On the 7th of March, 1804, the building committee reported that 
the accounts which had been paid in cash for building the hall 
amounted to £6,686 ros. 8d., and the bills which remained unpaid 
to £2,008 4d., total, £8,694 11s. ($21,736.37). The following was 
a statement of the funds out of which the accounts had been paid: 


ash for 7,384 Completed Loan shares, . .°. - $13,840 
Eig tt 109 Incompleted ss eves. 498 
Perrone |onn.otriker, treasurer, . 9...) ., is. 2,050 
ss ee aiesm Warners loath, ssn Sis es atin hes 500 
- ‘« Alexander Saunders’ donation,. . . . IO 
‘s “John P. Anthony’s a hot Sekt. 5 


$16,903 
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The sum of nearly $5,000 was thus wanting at that time to 
discharge the debts of the Society. It seemed impracticable to sell a 
sufficient number of loan shares to meet this. The building committee 
had therefore recommended giving a mortgage on the hall and land. 
It does not appear that the indebtedness of the Society was in round 
numbers $20,000. The balance in its favor was about $9,000, showing 
a good degree of financial prosperity not often secured in those days 
by benevolent societies. 

On the 5th of September, 1804, the building committee presented 
its final report upon the erection of Mechanics’ Hall, announcing that 
after encountering various difficulties their labors were finished. The 
total cost of the building was stated as follows: 


Total )cost of building,» “% 2) ee eee oe 
Paid for land, Sy lun Aged Aap ees a, ee 6, 500.00 
Paid) Millersfor Jandy see 575-00 

$29,217.38 


At the annual meeting held January rst, 1805, the following officers 
were elected: 


Francis Cooper, Preszdent. JoHN STRIKER, 7veasurer. 
Avucustus Wricut, Vzce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Joun P. Antuony, 2d Vice-Pres. Ww. J. Watpron, Collector. 


The financial condition of the Society, as reported by a committee, 
February 6th, 1805, was as follows: 


Cr. Cash in treasury, BAT ee ee si ei 
Rent due February Ist, 5 re ES ea rece ee BAC 375.00 
Mechanics’ Mall yalued:at 9) aes) br Oceana 


a 
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Dr. 1,442 Shares of stock, at $1o each, . . . . $14,420.00 
Nine montis interest, less dues,.-. . 5.0... 414.90 
fecubenoctiys mortoage, 6. a 5,087.50 
$19,922.40 
Beeecsiniavor of oocicty,( 2)... 2 a $10,726.60 


At a meeting held April 3d, 1805, the following amendment to the 
by-laws was adopted: 
“Be it ordained by the General Society of Mechanics and Trades- 


men of the City of New-York, that from and after the passage of this 
act, all persons who may apply to become members of the Society 


shall, upon initiation, pay to the treasurer the sum of eight dollars 
each. 

“And be it further ordained, that so much of the by-law entitled 
‘a law to regulate the admission of such persons as may apply to 
become members of this Society,’ as relates to the sum to be paid, be 
and is hereby repealed.” 

The regular monthly payment of one shilling per month, for each 
member, was continued. 

At the annual meeting held January 7th, 1806, the following officers 
were elected: 


Aucustus Wricut, President. JoHN STRIKER, 7veasurer. 
Joun P. Antuony, Vice-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 2d Vice-Pres. Wm. J. Watpron, Collector. 


The committee appointed to examine the treasurer's account 
presented the following report : 


Breevanics tall valued ate. .-. . . © «$30,000.00 
rermOMIretsury? Othe avo? ti) oR, 823.39 


$30,823.39 
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Dueson bonds andemorteapes seen, clone ae $ 5,000.00 
<) Interest Onumortoa ge; mw eemee meters te 116.66 
it 405 “oan SHates, ee hee 0e eae ana ee 14,050.00 
<= Interests onpLoanusiates a. sae meee 784.30 

$ 19,950.96 

Balance, | 9 3-288 ee a eee ee DO Oe 


At the annual meeting held January 6th, 1807, the following off- 
cers were elected: 


WitiraAM G. Miuer, Preszdent. JOHN STRIKER, 7veasurer. 
STEPHEN ALLEN, V2ce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
ANDREW MorreLl, 2d Vice-Pres. Wititam J. Watpron, Cod. 


At the annual meeting held January 5th, 1808, the following 
officers were elected: 


ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, Pvreszdent. JoHN STRIKER, 7veasurer. 
ARTHUR SMiTH, V2ce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Joun Brown, 2d Vice-Pres. Wii1am J. Watpron, Cod. 


As politics at this time greatly excited the community, it may be 
proper to notice that, although the Federal party had its head- 
quarters at Mechanics’ Hall, the Society ignored politics altogether, 
having nothing to do with this occupancy, which was under an 
arrangement with the lessee of the hall. 

At the annual meeting held January 3d, 1809, the following off- 
cers were elected : 


STEPHEN ALLEN, President. JouHNn SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
GrorGE IRELAND, V2ce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Joun C. Crycrier, 2d Vece-Pres. Wi.iiam J. Watpron, Col. 


The years 1807, 1808, and 1809 were not marked by much 
activity on the part of the Society. At the meetings a quorum 


& 
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was seldom present. There were few new members admitted. 
The Fourth of July, which had always been enthusiastically cele- 
brated, passed in 1809 without notice on the part of the Society ; 
at least, no record can be found of such observance. 

At the annual meeting held January 2d, 1810, the following off- 
cers were elected : 


GEORGE IRELAND, President. JOHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
Harmanus Tatuman, V2ce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Joun I. Lapacu, 2d Vice-Pres. Puitie ARNOLD, Collector. 


A proposition was received from the Humane Society, asking 
the appointment of a committee on the part of the Society to meet 
like committees, for the purpose of devising some method of re- 
ducing the number of taverns and grog-shops in the city. Such a 
committee, consisting of five members, was appointed. 

At a meeting held February 7th, 1810, the Society approved a 
lease of Mechanics’ Hall to Mr. A. Marcelline, for the term of five 
years, at the annual rent of $2,250, the tenant to pay the taxes and 
keep the building in repair. The Society, as before, reserved the 
large room for its own use on the days of its anniversaries, and the 
occasion of its other regular meetings. 

At a meeting held February 21st, 1810, the report of the com- 
mittee appointed at a previous meeting to draft a petition to the 
Legislature for a bank charter was read and accepted. Afterward 
a committee of seven members was appointed to present the petition 
and promote its favorable consideration. 

At a meeting held March 28th, 1810, the bank committee re- 
ported that the delegates to Albany, Gabriel Firman and Thomas 
R. Mercein, had returned with a certified copy of an act establish- 
ing the Mechanics’ Bank in the city of New-York. It was further 
reported that Jacob Sherred, John Slidell, Francis Cooper, John D. 
Miller, Anthony Steenbach, Naphthali Judah, Gabriel Firman, Mat- 
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thew L. Davis, Samuel St. John, George Warner, John R. Murray, 
Jonathan Lawrence, Jr., Stephen Allen, and George Ireland (president) 
are the directors for the ensuing year; that the president of the 
Society is always to be, ex officzo, a director; that seven other direct- 
ors must be chosen from members of the Society, four of whom are 
to be men actually engaged in some mechanical profession; and that 
the State may provide by law for the appointment of two other direct- 
ors, making the whole number sixteen. 

It was further reported that the Legislature had authorized the 
Society to subscribe for shares in said bank, to the amount of 
$150,000, the bank loaning to the Society the money to pay in 
their shares, if required, for three years, at the rate of five per cent. 
per annum; and that the Legislature shall have the right to sub- 
scribe for stock to the amount of $2 50,000, upon the same terms as 
the Society, provided they shall, by law, appoint a person for that 
purpose previous to the first Tuesday in April, 1811. 

At a meeting held June 6th, 1810, measures were taken to peti- 
tion the Legislature for a renewal of the charter of the Society. 

At the same meeting, the president reported that he had made 
application to the Mechanics’ Bank for stock, and the answer received 


was as follows: 
NEW-YORK, June 4th, 1810. 

Sir: In reply to your favor of the 31st ultimo, respecting the subscription 
to the stock of the Mechanics’ Bank, for and in behalf of the Mechanics’ Society, 
I am directed to inform you that six thousand shares of the aforesaid stock are 
reserved for the Society, agreeably to the charter. The call lately made, of six 
dollars and fifty cents on each share, announces the intention of the Board of 
Directors to have the stock completed as half shares by the 3oth inst. 

You will be in time to carry into effect the design and wishes of the Society 
at your next meeting, which, it is understood, will take place early in July. In 
the interim, a bond for the amount, and a power to transfer the shares to the 
company as collateral security for the loan, can be prepared, they being deemed 
prerequisites to the granting the evidence of the Society’s interest and concern 
in the capital stock of the company. Your most obedient servant, 

W. FISK, Cashzer. 
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An extended correspondence then took place between the direct- 
ors of the bank and a committee of the Society. There was no 
question of the right of the Society to subscribe for $150,000 of the 
stock, with stock as collateral security; but these questions arose: 
“Shall the stock be transferred by the Society to the bank?” ‘Can 
the Society vote at elections on the stock if so transferred?” ‘Can 
The difficulty was settled October 
“The committee appointed 


it sell any portion of the stock ?” 
3d, as appears by the following report: 
to obtain the certificate of the stock in the Mechanics’ Bank, re- 
ported that, in conformity with arrangements made at the last meet- 
ing, the committee have delivered the bond executed by the Society 
in favor of the bank, to the board of directors, and also made a 
transfer of the stock as collateral security, agreeably to the tenor 
of the power of attorney executed by the Society for that purpose. 
The committee have received, in return, a penal bond, to secure to 
this Society the right of voting for directors during the continuance 
of the transfer of the stock; also, a declaration of trust, executed by 
the bank, in relation to the said transfer, and a power of attorney, 
constituting this Society, or any person who may be from time to 
time legally authorized by the Society, the proxy to vote for direct- 
ors at all elections held during the time above specified, on as 
many shares as may at any such election belong to the Society. 
All of which obligations so executed by the bank were prepared 
by the counsel employed by the committee.” * 


* Previous to the charter of the Mechanics’ 
Bank, there were four banks doing business in 
the city of New-York, viz., the Bank of New- 
York, chartered in 1791; the Manhattan Com- 
pany, chartered in 1799; the Merchants’ Bank, 
chartered in 1805; and the United States 
Branch Bank, chartered in 1791. It was not 
an easy matter to obtain a charter from the 
Legislature of the State for a bank, unless 
some very good and sufficient reason was given 
for it. Hence, a charter for a bank was es- 


teemed as a very valuable franchise, and its 
stock always was worth a premium from the 
moment that its books were opened. The 
Manhattan Company obtained its charter un- 
der the plea, and with the promise, of supply- 
ing the city with pure and wholesome water. 
The Mechanics’ Bank obtained its charter be- 
cause the mechanic interest was to be bene- 
fited by it, and because the petition for it was 
indorsed by the General Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen of the City of New-York. 


Ui OF MLE Lies 
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The charter of the Mechanics’ Bank provided that $600,000 of 
the stock should be offered to mechanics in the State of New- 
York. There appears to have been a rumor that this promise had 
not been complied with, and the Society, watchful of the interests 
of the class which it represented, appointed a committee to ascertain 
the facts. The matter was more important, as many of the directors 
of the bank were members of the Society. Upon inquiry, the 
bank answered that the stock accounts had been examined; that 
$600,000 of the stock had been appropriated to the mechanics and 
tradesmen of the State, in accordance with the terms of the charter. 
It was also stated that considerably more than half the stock so 
reserved had been taken by members of the General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen. 

A petition for a renewal of the charter was at this time pre- 
sented to the Legislature, setting forth the good work already 
done by the Society, and stating the legal obligation which it had 
incurred, thus rendering such renewal. necessary. The petition was 
successful, and the new charter secured. 

The year 1810 was a very prosperous one in the annals of the 
Society. There were, during this period, two hundred and eighty- 
four initiations, bringing into the treasury $2,270, This discharged 
a considerable portion of the indebtedness created by building the 
hall, and reduced the amount of interest. 








IV. 


O 
N 
SOO 
— 
| 

— 
— 
CO 
— 


> 











EN Ps r RSD: 


EDUCATIONAL ENTERPRISES. 


/T the annual meeting held January ist, 1811, the following 





officers were elected: 


Joun I. Lapacu, Presedent. JOHN SLIDELL, Tveasurer. 
Jacosp Lorityarpd, V2ce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
PETER SuHarp, 2d Vice-Pres. Puitiep ARNOLD, Collector. 


At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1812, the following 
officers were elected: 


Jacop Loritiarp, Preszdent. Joun SLIDELL, Zveasurer. 
PETER SuHarRP, Vzce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Jonas Mapes, 2d V2ce-Pres. Joun V. Watpron, Collector. 


At a meeting held April 1st, 1812, the treasurer reported that he 
had paid off 655 shares of the Society loan, amounting to $6,550; 
and that the outstanding shares amounted to $7,870. 

In 1812, the question was seriously mooted whether it would 
not be better to sell a considerable portion of the Mechanics’ Bank 
stock held by the Society. The bank had been prosperous; the 
premiums upon the stock had increased; but war was imminent; 
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the business prospects were not bright; the purchase money of the 
stock constituted a heavy debt. If some of the stock could be sold, 
this debt would be lightened, while the premium, which was all 
profit, could be realized. A committee to consider the matter was 
appointed, with authority to dispose of such portions of the stock 
as they might deem proper, provided the amount realized should 
not exceed the Society's indebtedness to the bank, and also pro- 
vided that the premium realized should not be less than fifteen per 
cent. On the 6th of January, 1813, the committee reported that they 
had sold five thousand shares at fifteen per cent. advance; that they 
had paid the amount to the bank; and that the Society still owned 
one thousand shares, which cost $25,000, for which it owed $6,250. 

Ata meeting held January Ist, 1813, a committee was appointed, 
consisting of Messrs. Mercein, Wright, Hopson, Slidell, and Steen- 
bach, to report to the Society the number and names of such 
children of deceased members as might be proper objects of gra- 
tuitous education, the probable cost of tuition for each child, and 
how much of the revenue of the Society could be, with propriety, 
appropriated for that object. 

At the annual meeting of the Society held January 12th, 1813, 
the following officers were elected: 


PETER SHARP, Pvreszdent. JOHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
Jonas Marrs, V2ce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Witiiam H. [revanp, 2d Vice-Pres. Joun V. Wa.pron, Collector. 


At a meeting held June 2d, 1813, the committee appointed to 
consider the subject of the gratuitous education of the children of 
deceased members reported substantially as follows, viz.: That the 
income of the Society might safely be estimated at $5,180, and its 
expenditures at $2,180. The surplus might be annually appropriated 
to extinguish the debt of the Society, and to establish a school for 
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the education of the children of deceased and unfortunate members. 
Two methods had presented themselves to the committee. A 
school-house might be built, and a teacher hired, and the seminary 
conducted under the supervision of a school committee; or the 
children might be sent to such schools as were most convenient, 
their bills for tuition to be paid by the treasurer. But it might be 
inconvenient for the very young pupils to attend the school contem- 
plated in the first suggestion; or some parents might be unable to 
spare the services of their children during the day, so that they 
would need to attend a night-school. The committee say that the 
advantages of a special school maintained by the Society, rendered 
it in their estimation preferable. Application was therefore made 
to the corporation of New-York for two lots of land on which to 
erect a school-house. Like favors had, in several instances, been 
granted to other benevolent institutions for like purposes. It would 
place the contemplated institution on a more lasting foundation, to 
have a house built for the express accommodation of the school. 
The application was favorably received by the corporation of the 
city, which, on the roth of May, granted two lots on the corner of 
Leonard and Elm streets to the Society, with the proviso that 
whenever the same should cease to be occupied for a school, or if 
a school-house should not be built within three years, the ground 
should revert to the corporation. 

At the meeting held July 7th, 1813, Robert Provoost was chosen 
collector. He was reélected annually for more than forty years, 
and until the day of his death. 

At the annual meeting held January 11th, 1814, the following 
officers were elected : 


Jonas Mapes, Preszdent. JoHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
GEORGE BuckmasTER, Vzce-Pres. JAMES Hopson, Secretary. 
Tuomas R. MErcErn, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 
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The new code of by-laws was adopted August 3d, 1814. (Vide 
Appendix D.) : 

At the annual meeting held January toth, 1815, the following 
officers were elected: 


ABRAHAM VAN NEst, Preszdent. JoHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
Tuomas R. Mercetn, V2ce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
JoserpH Situ, 2a V2ce-Pres. RosertT Provoost, Collector. 


At the annual meeting held January goth, 1816, the following 
officers were elected: 


Tuomas C. Taytor, Preszdent. JoHN SLIDELL, Zveasurer. 
JosepH Situ, Vece-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Joun McComp, Jr., 2d Vice-Pres. Ropert Provoost, Collector. 


At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1817, the following 
officers were elected: 


JosepH Situ, Pvreszdent. JOHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
Joun McComp, Jr., Vece-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
GEORGE BuckKMASTER, 2d Vice-Pres. RoBERT Provoost, Collector. 


At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1818, the following 
officers were elected: 


Joun McComp, Jr., Preszdent. JoHN SLIDELL, Z7veasurer. 
GEORGE BuckmasTER, Vzce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
GipEOoN LEE, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 


At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1819, the following 
officers were elected: 


Peter H. WenpDovER, Pveszdent. JoHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
GipEON LEE, Vzce- Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Exam WIitutams, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 
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There was still a lack of interest in the operations of the Soci- 
ety observable up to 1819. The officers and committees, however, 
attended to their duties, and thus the useful existence of the Society 
was maintained. In 1820 began a new era of prosperity and use- 
fulness. 

At the annual meeting held January 11th, 1820, the following 
officers were elected: 


GipEOoN Leg, President. JoHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
Exram WItuiaMs, V2ce-President. James Hopson, Secretary. 
WititiamM MANDEVILLE, 2d Vice-Pres. RoBERT Provoost, Collector. 


At a meeting held March Ist, 1820, the committee having in 
charge the education of children of indigent members presented a 
report. Another committee was appointed to ascertain the names 
and places-of residence of the children of deceased and of other mem- 
bers who might require aid in securing education; to ascertain upon 
what terms for rent a room sufficiently spacious for the school could 
be secured; and the amount of salary which a well-qualified teacher 
would require. 

It was also resolved that a library committee—consisting of 
Thomas R. Mercein, Francis Cooper, John Slidell, Anthony Steen- 
bach, John I. Labagh, Elbert Anderson, Abraham Van Nest, Jacob 
Lorillard, and Abraham Bloodgood—be appointed. It was empow- 
ered to take requisite measures to establish a library for the use 
of apprentices of the mechanics of this city; and the committee 
was also empowered to issue an appropriate address to the inhab- 
itants of the city, stating the object, and soliciting donations of 
books. The same committee was requested to digest and report a 
plan for tuition, during winter evenings, of the apprentices of me- 
chanics, members of the Society; and to report upon the feasibility 
of extending the benefit of the school to the apprentices of me- 
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chanics generally. Some doubt having arisen whether, under the 
charter, funds of the Society could be used for a school, it was 
resolved to seek an amendment of the charter, authorizing such dis- 
position. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Society, the committee on 
education presented a plan for the establishment and maintenance 
of a school for the children of members of the Society. The report 
was accepted, and the committee directed to carry out its sugges- 
tions. Another plan for the creation and maintenance of a library, 
to furnish useful reading matter to the apprentices of the mechanics 
of New-York, was received and adopted. We have only the min- 
utes referring to the reports, and not the reports themselves, and 
we cannot, therefore, know all the details of the establishment of 
the library and school. The latter was kept up until the adoption 
of our public-school system. The library has gone on increasing in 
usefulness, supplying books to the working boys and girls of New- 
York; and the Society is well proud of its well-managed library 
and reading-room, the shelves containing 60,000 volumes, and the 
tables being covered with all the prominent periodicals and news- 
papers of the day. On the 1st of November, 1820, the library 
committee reported that rooms had been secured in the New-York 
Free School building, in Chatham street; that Joseph C. Hart had 
been appointed teacher of the school; that the school had been 
opened on the tst of July, and contained over seventy scholars; 
that Mr. Hart had been appointed librarian, and over four thou- 
sand volumes given to the institution. The library was to be pub- 
licly opened on the 25th of November, being Evacuation Day. On 
that occasion, though the weather was unfavorable, a large audience 
was present, including the Mayor and several members of the Com- 
mon Council and. State Legislature. The opening prayer was by 
the Rev. Dr. Milnor; the address was by Thomas R. Mercein, Esq., 
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with a brief reply by Master Daniel Lowber, of the Mechanics’ School, 
and another by Master John Post, an apprentice, on behalf of the 
apprentices. The whole concluded with a prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Milledollar. In the evening the library was crowded with appren- 
tices supplying themselves with books. Nearly three hundred were 
loaned. On the succeeding Saturday the applicants were equally 
numerous. All fear that the apprentices would not avail themselves 
of the advantages of the library was dissipated. .It may be men- 
tioned that Arnold Douglass, a member of the Society, still inter- 
ested in its operations, and an attendant of its meetings, on the 
opening meeting recorded his name as a reader, and took home, 
as he remembers, Bunyan’s “‘ Holy War.” 
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CAA RULGRS V:. 


ERECTION OF MECHANICS HALL. 


eT the annual meeting held January oth, 1821, the follow- 





tS) ing officers were elected : 


Exvam Witutiams, Preszdent. JOHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
Witiiam MANDEVILLE, Vzce-Pres. JAMES Hopson, Secretary. 
Joun W. Hariton, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 


At the same meeting, the committee on the school and library 
was enlarged to forty-eight members, who were instructed to 
classify themselves by lot—the first class to serve one, the second 
two, and the third three years. 

A vote of thanks to the school and library committee was 
passed, expressive of the appreciation by the Society of their faith- 
ful and intelligent services. 

At the meeting held February 7th, 1821, was submitted to the 
Society the act of the Legislature of the State authorizing the 
appropriation of a portion of the funds of the Society for the 
establishment of a school and an apprentices’ library. (Vzde 
Appendix E.) At the same meeting a committee of seven mem- 
bers was appointed, with power to purchase a lot of land, and to 
erect a building with rooms of sufficient dimensions for the accom- 
modation of the Society, and school and library. 
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At a meeting held March 6th, 


1821, 


Les «“a. a 


report, from which the following statements are extracted: 


Mechanics’ Hall, valued at 
One thousand shares in Mechanics’ Ran malted at 
Mortgage on property of Abram D. Mount, 
Balance in treasury, atom ea Te 


Shares of stock in hall still due, 


Value of assets belonging to Society, 


ESTIMATE OF RECEIPTS. 


Net income from Mechanics’ Hall, 

Dividend on one thousand shares Mechanics’ Bene 
stock, i: Aa 

Interest on bond and alugretye 

Estimate of initiation fees, 


ESTIMATE OF EXPENDITURES. 


Widow and orphan pensions, 
Discretionary donations, . 
Salaries and other expenses, 


School-teacher’s salary, 

Librarian’s salary, . 

Rent of library and cates rooms, 
Fuel, stationery, and other expenses, 


Deduct — 
Say twenty pay scholars, 
Proportion of School Fund, 


$400 
180 





Balance . 


$30,000 
28,000 
2,000 


2,904 


$62,904 


480 


$62,424 


$2, 100 


1,750 
140 
800 


$4,790 
$870 


900 
220 


$1,990 
750 
200 
250 
200 


$3,390 








580 
$2,810 


$1,980 








; i. 4) 
y 


[1821 


the treasurer presented a 


And this yearly sum may be loaned, or an extension may be made 


of the charities of the Society, either by an enlargement of the pen- 
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sions of the widows and orphans or by the erection of a suitable 
building for a school and library. 

At a meeting held May 3d, 1821, the committee appointed to pur- 
chase a lot and erect a building thereon for the school and library, 
reported that they had contracted with William Mooney and the cor- 
poration of the city for a sixty years’ lease of land on Chambers 
street, for which $1,000 and an annual rent of $125 was to be paid. 

This lease terminated in the year 1881. The committee was 
authorized to go on with the building, its cost not to exceed 
$7,000. It does not appear what came of the action of the cor- 
poration, May toth, 1813, granting two lots to the Society at the 
corner of Leonard and Elm streets, for the school and library, 
with a proviso that they should be built upon within three years. 
It may be surmised that the locality was not approved, and that 
the Chambers street lease was thought to be more desirable. 

Contracts for the erection of the ‘Mechanics’ Institution” were at 
once entered into. The corner-stone of the building was laid, with ap- 
propriate ceremonies, on the 13th day of June, the members of the 
Society, the readers of the library, and the children of the school 
participating. The following was the inscription upon the corner-stone: 


“This building erected by the General Society of the Mechanics 
and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, for a Mechanics’ 
School and Apprentices’ Library, A. D. 1821, and in the 45th 
year of the Independence of the United States of America. 


OFFICERS. BUILDING COMMITTEE. 

Exvam Wit.iams, President. Jacos LorILiarp. 
WitiiAM MANDEVILLE, Vzce-Pres. GIDEON LEE. 

Joun W. Hinton, 2d Vice-Pres. Wituiam J. WALDRON. 
JoHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. ABRAHAM BLOODGOOD. 
James Hopson, Secretary. GIDEON TUCKER. 
RospertT Provoost, Collector. - Tuomas R. MERCEIN. 

BUILDERS. 
GIDEON TUCKER. Isaac Lucas.” 


SE es. eee ee 
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On the 26th of November, 1821, the new building was opened 
with appropriate ceremonies. The address was delivered by Mor- 
decai M. Noah, Esq. The building continued to be occupied for 
the purposes of its erection until larger accommodations were 
required, and the building on Crosby street purchased. 

At the annual meeting held January 8th, 1822, the following 
officers were elected: 


WILLIAM MANDEVILLE, Pvreszdent. JoHN SLIDELL, 7 veasurer. 


Joun W. Hinton, V2ce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 
HucuH McCormick, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 


At the meeting held February 6th, 1822, the treasurer made 
the following statement of the assets of the Society: 





Cashin streasury,.§) pia): gan eee $421.13 
Mechanics’ Hall, oro. oe eee 30,000 .0O 

One thousand shares of Mechanics’ Bank 
stock.) 3) i) Sr ee ey 20 ee 
Lot’on’ Chambers street, 2... 2 ee eee 1,000.00 
Paid on account of Institution,).;7. 7) eee ee 
$65,390.88 

Deduct forty-two shares unredeemed loan and 
interest, C4 Se ete oe eee 445.20 
$64,945 68 
The receipts for the past year were . . . . $5,274.24 
The expenditures for the past year were. . 3,567200 
$1,706.64 


The above balance may have been considerably affected by 
the result of the lawsuit into which the Society was forced, con- 
cerning the two feet on the north part of lot on Broadway and 
Robinson street. 
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At a meeting held August 7th, 1822, the following interesting 
preamble and resolution were adopted: 

“Whereas, Charles Starr, a member of this Society, has gra- 
tuitously taught a course of English grammar to a class of apprentice 
boys, exhibiting to the world the novel and interesting spectacle of 
literature mingling with labor, and of a master mechanic and appren- 
tices devoting their leisure evenings to literary improvement,—a 
spectacle creditable to the teacher, beneficial to the pupils, and 
honorable to the name of mechanics; 

‘““ Therefore, resolved, That the thanks of the Society be pre- 
sented to Mr. Starr; and that the secretary be directed to inform 
him of this action.” 

At the same meeting, Thomas R. Mercein, Richard E. Mount, 
and Gideon Lee were appointed a committee to report a by-law 
stating, distinctly and precisely, what shall constitute a qualification: 
for membership of the Society. 

At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1823, the following 
officers were elected: 


Joun W. Hinton, Preszdent. JOHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 
Joun Lane, Vice-President. James Hopson, Secretary. 
Joun SuTPHEN, 2a V2ice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 


The committee on the qualification for membership made a report, 
the substance of which was that, in the early days of the Society, 
for the sake of receiving a large membership, a large number were 
admitted whose only title to the character of mechanic rested in the 
fact that, at some period of their lives, they had worked at or fol- 
lowed a trade, or were, or had been, connected in business with a 
mechanic. A nicer discrimination was recommended, and a resolu- 
tion limiting membership to persons brought up to a mechanical 
trade was also reported. Nothing, however, came of it. 

At a meeting held February 5th, 1823, the committee on the 
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new building in Chambers street reported its cost to be $7,542.09. 
The treasurer reported the assets and liabilities as follows: 


ASSETS. 
Cash-in’ the treasurers tiande = eee olen $546.22 
Mechanics Hall valued ataee tas . 4” 30,000Rm 
One thousand shares of Mechanics’ Pantie stock, 27,500.00 
Chambers ‘stréet lease ofvlol paca) Ata ee 1,000.00 
Paidstoward (buildine 7 sts) makeovers eens ae 5,019.75 
LIABILITIES. $64,065 .97 
Forty-two shares of loan and interest, . . . $445.20 
Value of the property of the Society, . . . $63,620 77 


At a meeting held September 5th, 1823, the committee on the 
library reported the whole number of books in the library to be 
5,480, of which 408 had been donated since the month of May last. 
The law proceedings respecting the two feet of land purchased from 
William G. Miller, in Chambers street, continued to annoy the So- 
ciety, and no satisfactory settlement could be arrived at. 

The new code of by-laws was adopted December 3d, 1823, and 
ordered to be printed. (Vzde Appendix F.) 

At a meeting held January 7th, 1824, the school committee re- 
ported that the school at present numbers 117 pupils. Of these, 53 
were gratuitously educated, 8 paid in part, and 56 paid in full. The 
receipts of the school during the year were $773.34. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held January 13th, 1824, 
when the following officers were elected: 


Joun Lane, Preszdent. JOHN SLIDELL, Z7veasurer. 

JoHN SuTeHEN, Vice-President. James Hopson, Secrezary. 

Tuomas Ricuarps, 2d Vice-Pres. RosBert Provoost, Collector. 
REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


The overseers of the poor reported that the sum of $1,242 had 
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been expended during the year 1823 for the support of the indi- 
gent under their care. 

At a meeting held February 4th, 1824, the treasurer reported 
the assets of the Society as follows: 


Mechanics —lall valued at . 1. .°. . . $30,000.00 
One thousand shares of Mechanics’ nee stock, 

Re cenrteee fae 2 a ee ee ty WE SY 2ROLOO 
erenomiCe e1OStitntion; 4 Gil. as b ¢eee Hs 8,500.00 
Ber OM IEDSUDY oe Shy oP yee ke bs es bhi 1,594.18 

INDEBTEDNESS OF THE SOCIETY. $67,344.18 

Due Mechanics’ Bank, . . . . $2,772.00 
Thirty loan shares and interest, . 318.00— $3,090.00 
$64,254.18 


Thus it appears that, financially, the Society kept on the even 
tenor of its way, and about used all its receipts in its disburse- 
ments for expenses, including its pensions and donations for the 
needy, its school for the education of the children, and its library for 
apprentices. 

At a meeting held January 5th, 1825, the school committee re- 
ported the number of scholars belonging to the school at 115, of 
which 51 were gratuitously taught. The school received for tuition 
$1,106.34, and from the common-school fund $90. The total receipts 
were, therefore, $1,196.34. The total expenditures were $1,494.15. 
The cost of educating the indigent pupils was, therefore, $297.81. 

At the annual meeting held January rith, 1825, the following 
officers were elected: 


Joun SutTpHeN, President. JOHN SLIDELL, 7veasurer. 

Tuomas Ricuarps, Vice-President. James Hopson, Secretary. 

EpwarpD ArrowsmITH, 2d Vice-Pres. Ropert Provoost, Collector. 
REvuBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 
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At a meeting held October 5th, 1825, the library committee 
made their annual report, from which it appeared that the number 
of volumes in the library was 6,725. The number of readers during 
the year was 1,275. 

At a meeting held January 4th, 1826, the school committee 
made their annual report, by which it appeared that there had been 
received from paying pupils $1,641.76, and from the school fund, 
$72.90. Total receipts, $1,714.66. The expenditures were as _ fol- 
lows: Paid to teachers, $1,340; for furniture, $200; sundry ex- 
penses, $224.33. The receipts nearly paid the expenses. The 
number of scholars was 120; of these 41 were free pupils. 

At the annual meeting held January t1oth, 1826, the following 
officers were elected: 


Tuomas Ricuarps, Preszdent. Wma. MANDEVILLE, 7 veasurer. 

Epwarp ArrowsmItTH, Vzce-Pres. James Hopson, Secretary. 

RicuHarp E. Mount, 2d Vice-Pres. Rospert Provoost, Collector. 
REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


At the meeting held April 5th, 1826, the school committee was 
directed to take measures to separate the girls’ department from 
that of the boys. Previous to this, both had met in the same 
room. 

At a meeting held December 5th, 1826, the library committee 
reported, stating the number of volumes in the library at 6,487. 
The number of readers during the year was 1,286. The committee 
observe with pleasure that works of history and treatises on the 
mechanic arts have been particularly in demand. 

At a meeting held January 3d, 1827, the school committee 
reported the number of boys to have been 122; of whom 24 were 
gratuitously taught. The number taught in the girls’ department 
had been 95, of whom Ig received gratuitous education. The girls’ 
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school was formally opened May rst. The same system of education 
was pursued in each department, except that in the girls’, plain 
and ornamental needle-work, painting, and drawing were substi- 
tuted for mathematics and geometry. 

The receipts were: for tuition, $2,257.05; from the school fund, 
$153.00; total, $2,410.05. The expenditures were $2,716.75. 

At the annual meeting held January oth, 1827, the following 
officers were elected: 


Tuomas R. Mercetn, Prestdent. Witttam MANDEVILLE, 7veas. 

Ricuarp E. Mount, Vice-Pres. JosepH C. Hart, Secretary, 

ANDREW LiTCHER, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 
REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


At the meeting held March 7th, 1827, the, treasurer reported the 
funds of the Society as follows: 


Mechanics’ Hall, valued at . . . . . . . $30,000.00 
Mechanics’ Institution,. . . ene 8,500.00 
One thousand shares in Wechenics flank ee ee 5 COLOO 
ORDA Tf) Theo 0s ee ho 1,344.28 
ere eer $67,344 528 
From this was to be deducted — 

Amount of bond due the Mechanics’ Bank, . $2,772.00 
Twenty Mechanics’ Hall Loan shares, with 

Poe Cars TILCrest, 5 408s ir abae «Ua 354.00 
ioe ge eae Sheet $3,126.00 


Showing a balance in froE of the ene) of $64,218. 28. 


A new edition of the by-laws was issued during the year 1827, 
but the changes were few and unimportant. 

At a meeting held September 2d, 1827, the library committee 
presented their annual report. The number of accounts opened with 
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readers during the preceding year was 1,152. The books in the 
library were as follows: 





Folios, (523 25 3) 009 are 44 
Quartos)); 4754/6) ta ee ee 130 
Octavos, lio) Sie ey ee eee ene OCA 
Duodecimos, Say ALD 4,721 —6,989 
Ini the “possession Otpreadéras pu yinhe eee ae 100 
Totaly’ hi) ee eee 7,089 


At the annual meeting held January 8th, 1828, the following 
officers were elected: 


Ricuarp E. Mount, Pyreszdent. WituiaM MANDEVILLE, 77eas. 

ANDREW LiTcHER, V2ce-Pres. JoserpH C. Hart, Secretary. 

STEPHEN B. Younc, 2d Vice-Pres. RoBeERT Provoost, Collector. 
REevuBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


At the same meeting, the school committee presented their 
annual report, by which it appeared that the total receipts during 
the year 1827 were $3,464.97, and the expenditures $3,325.88; and 
that the school consisted of 128 boys, 26 of whom were gratuitous 
pupils; and 99 girls, of whom 20 were gratuitous. 

At a meeting held January 23d, 1828, a memorial to the Leg- 
islature of the State was adopted, praying for a renewal of the 
charter of the Mechanics’ Bank. 

At a meeting held January 7th, 1829, the library committee, to 
whom had been referred the subject of loaning, from the library, 
works of fiction, reported as follows: ‘In answer to the resolu- 
tion, your committee reply that, in their opinion, it is expedient 
to continue the issue of the books mentioned therein; and they 
would’ respectfully suggest to any member who does not approve 
of this course, and who has in his employ readers of the library, 
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that he give instructions to the librarian not to issue such books 
to those in his charge.” The report was adopted. 

At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1829, the following 
officers were elected for the year ensuing: 


ANDREW LiTcHER, Preszdent. WiLtiAM MANDEVILLE, 77veas. 

STEPHEN B. Younc, Vice-Pres. JosepH C. Hart, Secretary. 

BricgHam Howe, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 
REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


The treasurer reported the receipts during the past year at 
$4,719.19, and the expenditures at $4,662.16. The property of the 
Society was estimated at $61,000, subject to bond due Mechanics’ 
Bank for $1,272, and to thirty loan-shares and interest, amounting 
to $372; balance, $59,356. This was a reduction, as compared 
with former reports, not of property, but of estimates, of the value 
of the Chambers street property and the Mechanics’ Bank stock. 

The report of the school committee gave the receipts of the 
school for the past year at $3,601.10, and the expenditures at 
$3,335-90. The Society is congratulated upon the excellent con- 
dition and prospects of the school, which had been equally flour- 
ishing at no former period. More than forty children of deceased 
and indigent members had been gratuitously instructed. 

At the meeting held September 2d, 1829, it was voted that 
members of the Mechanics’ Society be entitled to the use of the 
Apprentices’ Library upon the payment of an annual fee of one dollar. 
Up to this time the library had been used only by apprentices. 

At the meeting held January 6th, 1830, the treasurer reported 
that overtures had been made to Mr. Mercein by an agent of 
Colonel Burr, for a loan of money. As this was a circumstance 
expected, and for which some preparatory measures had been taken, 
a negotiation was commenced under the legal advice of King & Rug- 
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gles, attorneys-at-law, which terminated in the purchase from Mrs. 
Eden of that piece of ground on which a part of Mechanics’ Hall 
stands, for $2, 500. Deeds from all the parties interested were 
executed, and by this operation the Society secured the title to the 
land, which must be of great advantage if a sale of the property 
should ever be deemed advisable. In reference to the claim of the 
Society against the estate of William G. Miller, it was considered 
prudent to have the deed taken in the name of the treasurer, who 
would be ready at any time, when required, to make a deed to the 
Society. The Society approved these proceedings, and purchased 
the disputed part of the title for $2,500. The purchase of this strip 
of land, two feet in width and one hundred feet in depth, proved a 
very costly one. The following are the items: 


Original amount paid) Miller #12002) 0095.0 ae eS eee 
Aaron Burr's judgment vs. *heirs, 9. 1() so) ee OO gee 
Rent between end of suit to datep . ... . 580.00 
Final payment,’ 1) - 2° Vast Pe eee ee 
Sheriff's cost sin psultene mane een See 790.72 
Ee We King; Society sucounsel 95 i). ane 100.00 

$5,510.72 


This was, perhaps, as wise a settlement of the suit as possible 
under the circumstances. It was prudent to close the business, and 
a great cause of annoyance and difficulty was settled forever. 

At the annual meeting held January 12th, 1830, the following 
officers were elected for the year ensuing: 


STEPHEN B. Younc, Preszdent. WILLIAM MANDEVILLE, 7veas. 

BrigHam Howe, V2ce-Pyres. JosepH C. Hart, Secretary. 

BENJAMIN DeEmiLt, 2d Vice-Pres. RoBert Provoost, Collector. 
REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


_ At the meeting held in February, 1830, the school committee 
reported that the school was still prosperous. The number of 
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scholars was 207, of whom 47 were the children of indigent and 
deceased brothers, and taught free of expense. 

Thomas R. Mercein offered the following resolution, which was 
laid on the table: 

“Whereas, by the plan for the establishment of an university 
in the city of New-York, on a broad and liberal scale, and com- 
mensurate with the wants, the wishes, and the expectations of this 
community, it is stipulated that the school founded by the General 
Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York 
shall, at all times, be entitled to the privilege of having two 
students in said university without charge, to be chosen in such 
manner as the Society shall prescribe; and Whereas, it is fit and 
proper that such liberality should be met by the Society in a cor- 
responding spirit. 

“ Therefore, Resolved, That the school committee be, and they are 
hereby, authorized to appropriate the sum of $1,000 for the purpose 
of founding a scholarship in said university, to be paid to the 
trustees thereof, at such times and upon such conditions as may 
hereafter be prescribed.” 

At the meeting in April, however, this resolution was rejected. 

At the meeting held June 2d, 1830, W. Mandeville reported that 
he, with Susan Mandeville, his wife, had executed a deed to this 
Society, bearing date May 2d, 1830, of all that part of the Broad- 
way property on which Mechanics’ Hall stands, which had been 
in dispute with the Eden family and Aaron Burr for several years. 
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FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS AND EDUCATIONAL MATTERS. 


{e\T the annual meeting held January 11th, 1831, the follow- 
| ing officers were elected for the ensuing year: 








BricHam Howe, Preszdent. Wittiam MANDEVILLE, 77veas. 


BenjaMIN De Mitt, Vice-Pres. JosepH C. Hart, Secretary. 
Puitie Henry, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 


REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


The different officers and committees, as usual, made their 
annual reports. 

The claim of the Society against the heirs of William G. Miller, 
which had been for a long time outstanding, remained unliquidated. 
The estate had failed to pay sums agreed upon, and for their 
collection the committee having the matter in charge was directed 


to proceed in the most summary manner. 
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At the annual meeting held January toth, 1832, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Benjamin De Mitt, Pvreszdent. WILLIAM MANDEVILLE, 7veas. 

Puitie Henry, Vice-Pres. JosepH C. Hart, Secretary. 

Epwin B. Criayton, 2d Vice-Pres. RosBert Provoost, Collector. 
REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


The treasurer reported that he had received from the estate 
of William G. Miller the sum of $3,858.75, in full settlement of 
claim for deficiency of title to the strip of land on Broadway and 
Park Place. The cost of the two feet of land thus proved to be 
$1,652, besides interest to a considerable amount. Yet it has proved 
a profitable investment. The land was bought without sufficient 
attention to title. 

During the year past, sixty-five new members had been initiated. 
The treasurer suggested that, in the present prosperous condition 
of the Society, the initiation fee might with propriety be raised 
to $30.00. 

At the meeting held February ist, the committee on the treas- 
urer’s report reported that they had examined it and found it 
correct, a balance remaining in his hands to the credit of the 
Society of $2,478.31. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the receipts 
for all services to be $4,017.04, and the balance remaining on 
hand $248.81. 

Thomas R. Mercein, chairman of the special committee appointed 
in March, 1831, to consider measures for extending the usefulness 
of the Society, so far as relates to education, announced that an 
opportunity now offered of purchasing the estate occupied by the 
Boys’ High School in Crosby street, consisting of four full lots 
of land, of twenty-five feet by one hundred feet each, being one 
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hundred feet on Crosby street. On the land was a spacious brick 
school-house of three stories, fifty feet in front, and seventy-five 
feet deep, and well adapted to the wants of the Society. The pur- 
chase of this property was warmly recommended, and was authorized 
by the Society. 

At the meeting held February 8th, 1832, the special committee 
on the purchase of the Crosby street property reported that they 
had entered into negotiations for its conveyance to the Society 
for the sum of $20,000. This purchase would include the school 
fixtures and furniture, valued at $1,000. A sum of $2,000 it would 
be necessary to pay upon consummation of the sale, the residue to 
be paid, or secured to be paid, on the rst of May following, when 
the property would be delivered. The report was accepted, and 
the treasurer authorized to pay $2,000, the first installment of pur- 
chase money. 

It was determined at once to open a subscription to assist in 
paying the purchase money, and to borrow the balance from the 
Mechanics’ Bank. Measures were at once taken for occupying the 
building, and for improving it, when it appeared that authority for 
the conveyance of the estate from the Legislature would be required. 
The cholera having made its appearance, the Crosby street building, 
by permission of the Society, was occupied as a hospital, and the 
improvements were suspended. 

At a meeting held October 3d, 1832, the special committee on 
the subject submitted a report of the account of money and shares 
of High School stock subscribed for the Apprentices’ Library and 
reading-room, with a list of subscribers. The total sum of $4,065 
had been obtained. Of this sum, $1,585 had been obtained from 
members, and the balance from other persons favoring the project. 
The committee regret that so little interest in the subscription had 
been manifested by the members: There evidently had been a 
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want of cordial codperation, and the committee complain that its 
operations had been suddenly arrested by the action of the Society. 
The following is a list of the subscribers : 


BENJAMIN DE Mitt, $250 J. PinrarD,. . . . $25 W.F.&S.Mort,. . $100 
J..R. Wiis, . . . r00 C. Dusois, 93% 3 50° ROBERT JONES) = eee 
J. T. DoLan,. . . 1-25, B, DEFOREST, foe 2-925) Es Ni BUSH, 
F, NOSTRAND, . . . 25 O.CHURCHMAN, . . 25 ‘TROWBRIDGE & NICHOLLS, 3 
GIDEON LEE, . . . 200 FirTH & HALL, 93)9. 9 26) JouHN MORTIMER, Ge 5 
JosEpH Curtis, . .. 125 J.C, Morrison, .. 25 Grorcre BRUCE, 3s 2yeeeo 
Jacop Loritrarp, . 100° P. HONE, . . .°.) 100, C. C, JACOBUS, 9) meee 
J.-G. Pierson,” . . ‘100 W. HOWARD, -~ “2... 100 “THOs: POWERS) eee 
DANIEL E. TyLEE, . 100 A. PALMER, . . : 4 ‘100 A, LOCKWOOD, "7 yemmes 
Tuos. T. WooODRUFF,. 100 — OLMSTEAD,. . . 100 JAMES HARRIOTT, . 25 
Joun Mason, . . . 200° PETER SHARPE, . . 100 Ww. HARSALL, 0 eee 
D. AUSTEN,. .°;,. 200 WM. A; MERCEIN,: . 25) SIMEON -PYE,2 7) eee 
G. Tucker, . . ~-. 100 E, ARROWSMITH, . . 25 J. P. BUNTING, .. 25 
SHEPHERD Knapp, . 100 M. E. THompson, . 50 3B. HALSTEAD,. . . 25 
R. C..CORNELL, . . 125 A. S. NoRwoop,. - 100:-C, Ci ANDREWS) eee 
THos. R. MeRcEIN, . 100 A. MCINTYRE,» . . 100 J.) ). PALMERS) eee 
S. LeccaTT, . > ..100 DANIEL BRAINE, . . 100 CHARLES STARR Maeeees 
H. WESTERVELT,. . 50 BARNEY Corse, . . 109 Mrs. S. L. MITCHELID as 
Tsaac Frost, . . >. 100 M.-RANKIN, §. 3 .° 910) R/@WiGHT, 23 eee 
W. B, LAWRENCE, . 50 JOHN Bupp, .. . 42 A> MASTERTON) 3 eee, 


At a meeting held October 31st, 1832, it was resolved that 
the library committee be requested to arrange such part of the 
building in Crosby street as is designed for the use of the library; 
that the school committee arrange accommodations for the Mechanics’ 
School, and for the meetings of the Society; and to finance and 
loaning committees was confided the matter of repairs. The general 
matters heretofore confided to the special committee were submitted 
to a new committee of seven. 

At the annual meeting held January 8th, 1833, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Puitiep Henry, Pveszdent. WituiamM MANDEVILLE, 7veas. 

Epwin B. Crayton, Vice-Pres. James Van Norpen, Secretary. 

James Hopson, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 
RevuBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 











1840] MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 85 


The treasurer presented his annual report. Among other matters, 
he mentioned that he had received $600 from the Board of Health 
for the use of the Crosby street building for a cholera hospital. 

At a meeting held in February, 1833, the school committee pre- 
sented the annual report, by which it appeared that the receipts for 
the past year were $3,729.08, and the expenditures $3,940.26, 
leaving a deficiency of $211.18. This lack of prosperity in the 
school is attributed to the prevalence of the cholera. 

An authorized copy of the new charter was presented, as follows: 


An Act to renew and amend an Act entitled “An Act relative to the General 
Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, (EE 
April 3d, r8rz.” Passed February 18th, 1833. 


The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do 
enact as follows: 


I, The act entitled “An act relative to the General Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, passed April 3d, 1811,” as amended 
by the act relating to the said Society, passed January 26th, 1821, is hereby 
renewed, and extended to the first Monday in April, in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty. 

II. The said Society shall have power to use their funds for the support of 
indigent members of the said corporation. and the widows and children of any 
person having been a member thereof; for the establishment, support, and 
maintenance of a school for the gratuitous education of the children of deceased 
or indigent members of the said Society; and for the establishment, support, 
and maintenance of a library and reading-rooms, for the use of apprentices, 
of mechanics, and others in the city of New-York. 

III. The initiation fee for the admission of a member of said Society shall 
be such sum as the said corporation shall direct, provided it be not less than 
thirty dollars; and the said Society shall set apart, as a distinct and separate 
fund, one-third of the initiation fees so received, which, together with such 
donations or bequests as may, from time to time, be made for that purpose, they 
shall appropriate exclusively for promoting and disseminating literary and 
scientific knowledge. 

IV. Every candidate for membership, being a citizen of the United States, 
and a mechanic or tradesman, shall be proposed and vouched for by at least 
four members of the said Society, at a meeting previous to his election, by 
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ballot; and no person shall be entitled to receive any pecuniary aid or assistance 
from the funds of this corporation, nor to have his children gratuitously educated 
in their school, until he shall have been a member at least two years; but in 
case of his death, then his family shall be entitled to all the benefits of this 
Society immediately after his decease. 

V. The said Society shall be, in law, capable of purchasing, holding, and 
conveying any estate, real or personal, for the use and benefit of said cor- 
poration; but the lands, tenements, hereditaments, and personal estate, which it 
shall be lawful for the said corporation to possess, shall not, at any one time, 
exceed in amount the sum limited by the act aforesaid, passed April 3d, 1811. 

VI. This act shall take effect immediately after its passage, and the Legis- 
lature may, at any time hereafter, alter, modify, or repeal the same. 


At the same meeting, the financial and loaning committee re- 
ported that they had leased the Society’s building in Chambers 
street to the University of the City of New-York for the term of 
two years and one month from April rst, at the annual rent of 
$1,000. They also made their annual report of the receipts and 
disbursements of the Society during the past year. They also re- 
ported the property of the Society to be as follows: 


One thousand shares of Mechanics’ Bank stock, $25,000.00 





Mechanics’? Institute.) 0. =.) 4a oe ee 8,000 .00 
Mechanics’ “Hall? 2") (2°, 02 See ee Ones 
Propetty sin Grosby (street) ).))- 1 eee en 2,000 .00 

$70,000.00 
Amount in treasury, sp.) scan pee eee eee 1,072 te 
Totalifi. 206 ho 32s) 0) 2 en ee 


At the meeting held April 3d, 1833, the treasurer of the Society 
was authorized to borrow from the Mechanics’ Bank a sum not to 
exceed $8,000, toward the payment of the amount due the New- 
York High School Society for the purchase of the Crosby street 
property. ; 

At the meeting held in May, 1833, measures were adopted 





1840] MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. Apa, 


for a conveyance of the Crosby street property, which is thus de- 
scribed: ‘Four certain contiguous lots of ground situated in the 
Fourteenth ward of the city of New-York, on the westerly side of 
Crosby street, between Grand and Broome streets, containing to- 
gether, in width, front, and rear, and also on each side, 100 feet.” 
Provision was also made for mortgaging the same to Benjamin S. 
Collins for a loan of $10,000, at six per cent. per annum, for one 
year. 

At the meeting held in June, 1833, the treasurer reported that 
he had received a deed of the Crosby street property. The pur- 
chase money was $20,000; of this, $10,000 was borrowed of Ben- 
jamin S. Collins, as above stated ; $8,000 of the Mechanics’ Bank, 
and $2,000 had been paid in cash. There had been a payment of 
$1,086 for interest. 

At a meeting held in October, 1833, the revised code of by-laws 
was adopted. (Vide Appendix G.) 

Members of the Society were authorized to use the library without 
charge. An annual fee of one dollar had heretofore been required. 

At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1834, the following 
officers were elected: 


Epwin B. Crayton, Preszdent. Witit1amM MANDEVILLE, 77as. 

James Hopson, Vice-Pres. James Van Norven, Sec. 

ADONIRAM CHANDLER, 2d Vice-Pres. ROBERT PRovoost, Collector. 
REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


At the meeting in February, 1834, the following appropriations 
for the year were made: 





Mnebinancer Committee.) sk es 8 se! 6. SOO 
SIPGICTS MERE EAC re el ee oe ek ee 2200 
Be brEVaCOMINittec a8.) bw fs ue ee). GOO 

$3,300 
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The school was self-supporting. The annual report of the 
librarian gave the whole number of books in the library as 9,789; 
the whole number of readers at 1,356; and the volumes borrowed 
during the year at 25,799. 

The annual report of the school committee gave the number of 
pupils in the school at 386; of these 45 were taught gratuitously. 
The total receipts of the school for the year were $4,847.29, and 
the total expenditures were $4,417.33, showing a balance in favor 
of the school of $429.96. 

During the year 1834, attention was paid by the Society to the 
subject of lectures on chemistry, natural philosophy, etc.; and the 
finance committee recommended the erection of a building suitable 
for their delivery. Nothing, however, was at this time decided. 
The establishment of an apprentices’ lyceum was also proposed. 

The committee on subscriptions for the Crosby street property 
reported that very nearly the whole amount had been paid in. 
A small amount remained to be collected, owing to the pecuniary 
misfortunes of the subscribers. 

The annual report of the library committee gives the whole 
number of volumes in the library as follows: 





Folios, =.) sass ‘poses eben) ee ee 75 
Quartos,'s oe ee ee 
Octavyos, 3.0 6S eae As) AS ee ee ee 
Duodecimosy) © 8 <2) G0 > Sea er ee 

10,338 


During the year there were 1,536 readers, and 36,466 volumes 
were loaned. 

At the meeting held January 7th, 1835, it was resolved that all 
donations in money and shares in the capital stock of the High 
School Society, with one-third of the initiation fees, be kept separate 
and apart from the general fund, to constitute a literary and scientific 
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fund for promoting the moral and intellectual improvement of the 
members, and of those connected with the school and library. The 
said fund was to be appropriated and used as the Society may 
direct. This fund was placed in charge of the treasurer, and the 
chairmen of the finance, school, and library committees. 

At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1835, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


ADONIRAM CHANDLER, Pyresident. WitLtiam MANDEVILLE, 7veas. 

Tuomas CoNnsTANTINE, V2zce-Pres. JAMES VAN NorbDENn, Secretary. 

SHEPHERD Knapp, 2d Vice-Pyres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 
REUBEN ODELL, Door-keeper. 


The annual reports showed the prosperous state of the several 
departments of the Society. Relief had been extended to eighty- 
two necessitous persons, to the amount of $2,095.50. The school 
committee reported the number of scholars as follows: 


huwinceviaic Mepartment,: paying, “. 0. 2° : Ps . |. 198 
a a as Pratiitousseeie. were ee ee 29 
PeiemmciiaicsWJepattinent, paying, . . .. « . | 166 
4 : if STALMItOUss led eel) (onl eee 
Dees UMe tay Pag bosses) ee ay 8 at G3 


There had been nearly one hundred applications for admission. 
Receipts for pupils for the year were as follows: 





Reema Ie oescholars, © (yni ee. 1. sto ae 7,253.84 

SE SCHOOLC UNG: fh eo ee eee. er 4 Je! 400.86 
WaETe AP) a ae Ol $7,654.70 
Peerenciciresrcduringy the syeat,.) |) Al eee. V5.6 4) 6,115 12 
Balance in favor of the School,. . . . . . $1,539.58 


From this balance the committee were now ready to pay over 
to the literary and scientific fund the sum of $600. 
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At the meeting held October 7th, 1835, the finance committee 
reported that the lease of the Chambers street property to the 
New-York University had been canceled. As the land had been 
diverted from its original purpose, according to the terms of the 
corporation of New-York, the City Comptroller had given notice of 
his intention to ask for an arbitrator to fix upon a yearly rent for 
the land. The treasurer and finance committee were directed to 
confer with the Common Council on the subject. 

At a meeting held January 6th, 1836, the treasurer presented 
a report giving an estimate of the value of the property of the 
Society, as follows: 


MechanicsithHali.) 9 eee eee . $50,000 
Deduct ¢Loan: shares. ns eee 250— $49,750 
Mechanics: iinstitute vs Pale sent)? eee eee 10,000 
school ‘and Library: (Crosby street) 90.05. tse eee? ue 
Mechanics’ Bank stock, one thousand shares, . 25,000 
[abrary; ‘books ‘and (furniture cses) ee ee 3,500 
School ‘furniture, 7-7. (ase a ee ee ee 1,600 
$111,850 
Less amount due Mechanics’ Bank,. ... . 16,000 
Total). i 2 Side Fas ee ree 


This, considering the large operations of the Society in its 
different departments, appears to be a very satisfactory statement. 

At the annual meeting held January 12th, 1836, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Tuomas ConstTanTINE, President. WuittiamM MANDEVILLE, 77eas. 
SHEPHERD Knapp, Vzce-Pres. James Van Norpen, Secretary. 
Anson Baker, 2a Vice-Pres. Rogsert Provoost, Collector. 


The library committee reported favorably upon the condition of 
the library, which then contained 10,825 books. 
The finance committee was instructed to rent the premises on 





1840] MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. QI 


Chambers street, as there was no present prospect of action by the 
Common Council in the matter of the lease. 

The annual report of the almoners showed that they had paid 
out in pensions and donations the sum of $2,076.75. The number 
of persons relieved was 78—the regular pension was $25.00. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the number 
of pupils registered to be 441. Of these 50 were taught gratuitously. 
The following was the financial statement: 


a EEE Oe A te ee ee a Wyiokish iis 
Received from School Fund,. . .-. . . : 232.10 
es See OeSCHOOMmDING ees aud oft y 353.85 
Vesely Cay i SNS 28 Sader nei EN TAD OR to 
oO GEL Setet Chg (cae $5,834 21 
SSM MTSE 08 RE BRE ane ee a 750.00 
BMELTOUSCKECNET, 6. 9g is iku. .- 240.00 
‘Literary Fund). . . . . . 600.00—$7,424.21 


According to the report, there were a large number of applications 
on record for admission to the school, which it was necessary to 
refuse, on account of the limited accommodations. 

At the meeting held April 6th, 1836, the trustees of the literary 
fund reported the receipts for the year at $2,675.55. This had 
been partially invested in Mechanics’ Bank and High School stock. 
The assets of the fund at this time amounted to $4,584.05. 

At the meeting held November 2d, 1836, a by-law was passed 
authorizing the appointment of a committee for promoting and dis- 
seminating literary and scientific knowledge. (V2zde Appendix H.) 

At the meeting held January 4th, 1837, the library committee 
presented its annual report, from which it appeared that there were 
in the library 10,120 volumes in good order; and that 30,194 volumes 
had been borrowed by readers during the past year; and that the 
expenses for the year amounted to $984.74. 
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The school committee presented their annual report for three- 
quarters of the year. The number of scholars on the books was 
503, of which 277 were in the boys’ and 226 in the girls’ department. 

The literary~ and scientific committee reported that Professor 
Renwick, of Columbia College, had been engaged to deliver a course 
of eight or ten lectures on chemistry and natural philosophy. Mr. 
Harvey had also been engaged to deliver a course of about the 
same number of lectures on eloquence and general literature. 

The committee also reported the assets of the literary fund, as 


follows : 
Thirty shares Mechanics’ Bank stock, . . . . $942.00 
One hundred and eh -three shares High 
School stock, ca oh og BOC 
Cash in hands of eres SORES 25 Ob eS Ome 


$5,816.65 


At the annual meeting held January roth, 1837, the following 
were elected officers for the ensuing year: 


SHEPHERD Knapp, President. ADONIRAM CHANDLER, 77eas. 
Anson Baker, Vice-Pres. James Van Norven, Secretary. 
CornELius C. Jacosus, 2a V.-Pres. RopErtT Provoost, Collector. 


At the meeting of the Society held February 1st, 1837, the com- 
mittee on alterations of the building on Crosby street, for lecture 
purposes, reported that a commodious lecture-room had been pro- 
vided. A wing had been erected on each side of the building. The 
cost of the improvements amounted to $9,845.92. 

At the meeting of the Society held June 7th, 1837, the treasurer 
reported that he had borrowed of the literary fund the sum of 
$1,200. 

At the meeting held July 5th, 1837, the literary and scientific 
committee reported that the lecture-room was opened on Monday 
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evening, the 15th of January last. The lectures of each course were 
delivered on Monday and Thursday of each week during the season 
—ten on natural philosophy, by Professor Renwick; ten on English 
and American literature, by Mr. Harvey. There had been four lectures 
on miscellaneous subjects, by Colonel Knapp. In addition to the 
above, lectures were kindly given gratuitously by the following 
gentlemen: 

By the Rev. Dr. Spring, on “The Importance of Industrious 
Habits to Young Men.” 

By Mr. M. M. Noah, on “The Rise, Progress, and Downfall of 
the Moorish Race.” 

By Mr. Dunkin, on “ Phrenology as Applicable to Education.” 

By Professor Barber, on “The Character and Writings of Lord 
Byron.” | 

The whole course was well attended. The expenses of the course 
amounted to $943.44. j 
The committee also reported the literary and scientific fund as 


follows: 
coach an iit) $44.56 
Two hundred shares High School stock, . . . 3,200.00 
Thirty shares Mechanics’ Bank stock,. . . . 962.00 
Semce SI CoMeaE Be se vy, 2 es eT, 200700 
$5,406.56 


At a meeting held September 6th, 1837, a committee was 
appointed to prepare a history or memoir of the Society, from its 
foundation. 

At a meeting held October 4th, 1837, a committee was appointed 
to ascertain the value of Mechanics’ Bank stock, and to acquire such 
information as might enable the Society to judge of the prospective 
value of such stock. 
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At the next meeting, the committee reported that there was 
standing on the books of the Mechanics’ Bank, in the name of the 
Society, one thousand shares, of the par value of $25,000. This 
stock had reached at one time the market value of one hundred 
and thirty-two per cent.; but since that period it had fallen, and 
the price had varied from seventy to ninety per cent. The last 
sales were reported at eighty-eight per cent. But the committee did 
not consider that the Society had cause for alarm. The committee 
also reported the indebtedness of the Society to the bank to be 
$22,000, with several months’ interest. The bank desired this loan 
to be paid, though no written notice to that effect had been given. 
A committee of five members was appointed, with power to dispose 
of any number of shares of the stock, not exceeding five hundred, in 
such parcels and at such times as they might see fit, applying the 
net proceeds of the sale to the payment of the debt of the Society 
to the bank. After much discussion, this course was _ sanctioned, 
forty-six ayes to twenty-eight nays. The committee consisted of 
Messrs. Mercein, Mount, Parker, Howe, and Clayton. 

It may be noticed that the Mechanics’ Bank stock had, from the 
first, been a favorite investment, paying large dividends; but in 
April, 1837, rumors prejudicial to its value had been circulated, and 
it fell steadily. On the 20th of March, it sold at 115; on the 24th 
at 110; on the 27th at 100; on the 1st of May at 95; on the 3d 
at 80. On the morning of the 4th of May, John Fleming, president 
of the bank, died very suddenly, probably from extreme nervous 
excitement, culminating in apoplexy. This will account for the dis- 
cussion and action of the Society with reference to the stock. 

At a meeting held November rst, 1837, the literary and scien- 
tific committee reported that they had made arrangements for a 
course of lectures during the ensuing winter, as follows: — 

Fourteen or fifteen lectures by Dr. John Torrey, on “Chemistry, 
and the Application of Science to the Business of Life.” 
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Four lectures by Dr. Griscom, on ‘The Mechanism of the Human 
Frame.” 

Four lectures by Mr. Harvey: on “ True Greatness”; on ‘ Moral 
Philosophy”; on ‘“ Eloquence”; on “The Romantic History of the 
Crusades.” 

At a meeting held December 16th, 1837, the library committee 
reported the number of volumes in the library to be 10,703. 
During the year, 1,643 accounts had been opened with readers, 
and 35,210 volumes loaned. This showed an increase of readers 
over those of the former year of 282; and an increase in the cir- 
culation of books of 5,016 volumes. The expenditures of the com- 
mittee amounted to $1,144.64. 

At a meeting held January 3d, 1838, the treasurer presented his 
annual report. He stated that he had transferred to the treasurer 
of the literary committee, S. Parker, in trust, all the money and 
securities belonging to the literary fund—being $1,200 of cash ° 
and two hundred shares of the High School stock. Of the literary 
fund, $2,200 had been borrowed. 

The whole property of the Society, real and personal, being 
considered, it was estimated that the income of the Society for the 
next year would be, from the Park Place building, $7,350, and from 
all other sources, $6,450. 

At a meeting held January oth, 1838, the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 


Anson Baker, President. ADONIRAM CHANDLER, 77veas. 
Corne.ius C. Jacosus, Vice-Pres. JAMES VAN NorveEn, Secretary. 
E. D. Comstock, 2d Vice-Pres. Rogsert Provoost, Collector. 


The committee authorized to sell Mechanics’ Bank shares was 
discharged. 

The almoners presented their annual report. The sum of 
$2,296.27 had been paid to ninety individuals. 
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The report of the school committee states that the total receipts 
of the treasurer during the past year, including $425.91 from the 
public school fund, were $11,727.83. Disbursements, $9,545.40. 

The number of members’ children educated in the school was 
307; of other children, 217. There were 162 applicants for admis- 
sion, but it was impossible to receive them. 

The deeds of property belonging to the Society, and all other 
evidences of title and of indebtedness to the Society, were at this 
time lodged in the hands of the treasurer. A list of these docu- 
ments was as follows: 

Park Place property: Deed from the rector and inhabitants of 
New-York to Richard Varick, December goth, 1800. Deed from 
Richard Varick and Maria, his wife, to the General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, May 12th, 
1802. Release by William Gilbert Miller, and Margaret, his wife, 
to the Society, July 28th, 1802. Lease of Rachel Eden to the 
Society, May 1st, 1828. Deed -from Rachel Eden to William 
Mandeville, December 11th, 1829. Deed from William Mandeville 
to the Society, May rst, 1830. Abstract of title, December, 1829. 
Abstract of title, April, 1838. Cvosby street property: Deed 
from the High School Society, April 23d, 1833. Canceled bond 
and mortgage to B. S. Collins, for $10,000, May 3d, 1833. Abstract 
of title, April 4th, 1838. Chambers street property: Lease for the 
Corporation of the City of New-York to the Society, May 11th, 
1821. Stock: Certificate of one thousand shares of Mechanics’ Bank 
stock, March 27th, 1838. 

At a meeting held November 7th, 1838, the literary and scien- 
tific committee reported that arrangements had been made for a 
course of lectures before the Society on Tuesday evening of each 
week during the coming season, and that the Rev. Orville Dewey 
and Dr. John H. Griscom had been engaged as lecturers. 
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The committee reported the state of the permanent fund as 


follows : 


Mechanics’ Bank stock, 
Loan to the Society, ; 
High School stock, valued at 


$962.40 
2,200.00 
2,200 .00 


$5,362.40 


The annual report of the school committee stated the number 


of pupils to be 289 in the male and 244 in the female department. 


Total, 533. Large as the school was, the committee reported it 


inadequate to the demands made upon it, every seat being occu- 


pied. The financial condition of the school was as follows: 


Balance on hand, January 2d, 1838, 
Received during the year, 


Total disbursement during the year, . 


Balance on hand, 
Collectable tuition bills, 


At the annual meeting held January 8th, 


officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


$2,182.34 
10,551.09 
$12,733.43 
11,093.33 
$1,640.10 
_ $300.00 





1839, the following 


CorneE ius C. Jacosus, Preszdent. ADONIRAM CHANDLER, 77eas. 
ELEUTHEROS D. Comstock, Vzce-Pres. JAMES VAN NorDEN, See. 
SAMUEL Roomg, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 


At the meeting held February 6th, 1839, the almoners reported 
the number and classes of pensioners of the Society as follows: 


Members, 

Widows, : 
Children of vastness 
Orphans, 


Total, 
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The disbursements to pensioners during the year amounted to 
$2,540. | 

The large number of pensions paid, much larger than at present, 
is probably to be attributed to the low initiation fee, which permitted 
the entrance of many members of small means, who, on dying, left 
young and dependent families. 

At a meeting held February 6th, 1839, the library committee 
‘reported the whole number of volumes in the library to be 11,161. 
The number of those who had used the library was 1,720—who 
borrowed during the year 36,870 volumes. The appropriation for 
the library amounted to $1,200. 

At a meeting held July 3d, 1839, the literary and scientific com- 
mittee reported that fifteen lectures had, during the season, been 
delivered before the Society, as follows: five by Rev. Orville Dewey ; 
four by Dr. John H. Griscom; two by Charles Duncan; one by 
John Keese; two by George C. Schaeffer. 

The lectures by the two gentlemen last named were gratuitous. 

At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1840, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


ELEuUTHEROS D. Comstock, Pres. ADONIRAM CHANDLER, 7 veasurer. 
SAMUEL RoomeE, Vzce-Pyes. James Van NorpveEn, Secretary. 
Linus W. STEvENS, 2d Vice-Pres. RoBert Provoost, Collector. 


The almoners reported that there were upon the pension list 
three members, eighty-four widows, with sixty children, and one 
family of orphans. ‘The amount disbursed during the year by the 
almoners was $2,577.25. 

The library committee reported 11,159 volumes in the library; 
42,037 volumes loaned; expenditures on the library, $1,230.70. 

The school committee presented their annual report, showing 
279 pupils in the male department, of whom 32 were non-paying; 
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and 240 in the female department, of whom 38 were non-paying. 
The receipts were $10,632.11; the expenditures, $10,638.33. 

The report of the literary and scientific committee, presented 
May 6th, 1840, showed that during the past season twenty-two 
lectures had been delivered before their members and their families, 
and seventeen before the readers of the library and. the pupils in 
the schools. The expenses incurred during the season were $997.55. 
The committee reported the literary fund to consist of: 


The Society’s note on interest, . ties 864570000 
Thirty shares Mechanics’ Bank siaie ee 962.40 
COUNCIL = he IE eit ee 13.84 
‘Nagai. Geo EP ee ee TL ee 


The committee reported also that they had received from R. I. 
Murray, treasurer : 


Principal and interest on High School stock, . . $2,350 
Sheet GIRS) ge es ae ee 1,200 

‘s s ET er eet Od i ar Pel a pa. oe 1,000 
pean MEGRtHCESOCICLY) tee) Ce 5 6.0 s re Nhs 150 


The notes for $1,200 and $1,000 had been returned to the 
treasurer, and a new note for $4,700 given. 

During the year, Ralph Hoyt had been removed by the school 
committee from the position of vice-principal. He appealed to the 
Society, and much discussion was excited on the subject during 
the year, but the action of the school committee was finally sustained. 
The Society at last settled with Mr. Hoyt by paying him $roo. 

At a meeting held December 2d, 1840, the president reported 
that he had, in conjunction with the school committee, nominated 
Edward D. Stevens, son of Rulof Stevens, to one of the scholar- 
ships granted by the trustees of Columbia College. It was also 
reported that Professor Anthon, rector of the grammar school, had 
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agreed to have always six scholars from the Mechanics’ Society, — 
in a course of successive preparation for college, free of all charge 
for tuition, so that the Society might be enabled to avail itself of 
the scholarships established in the college for its benefit, in favor of 
the most meritorious scholars from its own school. | 

At a meeting held December 16th, 1840, the president submitted 
a communication from the Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, chancellor 
of the University of the City of New-York, announcing that the 
Mechanics’ Society school would be allowed to send two scholars 
to the university free of expense for tuition. 
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PROGRESS OF THE LIBRARY. 


AT the annual meeting held January 12th, 1841, the follow- 
A ing officers were elected for the ensuing year: 





——- ) 
SAMUEL Roome, President. ADONIRAM CHANDLER, 7veas. 
Linus W. Stevens, V2ce-Pres. Isaac FRYER, Secretary. 
James Van Norven, 2d Vice-Pres. Ropert Provoost, Collector. 


The almoners reported the disbursements for charity of the 
Society for the year to have been $2,652.07. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the whole 
number of pupils in the school during the year to have been 550. 
The pressure for admission continued to be great, and in some 
instances it was necessary to provide for the education of candidates 
in other schools—the expense to be defrayed by the committee. 
A communication from Mrs. Wheaton, principal of the girls’ school, 
gave the interesting fact that there were in the city forty female 


teachers, employed in public and other schools, who were graduates 
from the school of the Society. 
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The annual report of the library committee stated that several do- 
nations of valuable books had been received from the City Corpora- 
tion, and that a donation of the London Monthly Review, in seventy- 
seven volumes, had been received from Messrs. Bartlett and Wellford. 

At a meeting held April 7th, 1841, the death of William Henry 
Harrison, President of the United States, was announced, and ap- 
propriate resolutions were passed. The Society voted to join in the 
funeral procession in a body, which it did on the appointed day. 

A memorial to the State Legislature was adopted, asking for an 
amendment of the charter, to enable the Society to establish a sep- 
arate and permanent fund for the library. (Vzde Appendix I.) 

The literary and scientific committee reported, July 7th, 1841, that 
eighteen lectures had been delivered during the past season, the 
expenses of the course being $230. 

At a meeting held January 5th, 1842, it was resolved that a 
committee of thirteen be appointed to solicit contributions of money 
for the establishment of a permanent fund, the interest to be devoted 
to the support of the Apprentices’ Library; and also to solicit dona- 
tions of books, maps, charts, prints, etc., for the use of said library. 

At the annual meeting held January 11th, 1842, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Linus W. Stevens, Preszdent. ADONIRAM CHANDLER, 77eas. 
James Van Norpen, Vice-Pres. Isaac FRYER, Secretary. 
CHIVERS PaRKER, 2d V2ice-Pres. RosertT Provoost, Collector. 


The almoners reported the disbursements for the year to have 
been $2,799.75. The reports of the school committee and of the 
library committee showed both institutions to be in a flourishing 
condition. The literary and scientific committee reported, May 4th, 
1842, that twenty lectures had been delivered during the past year. 
The expenses were $551.39. The literary and scientific fund 
amounted to $6,633.93. 
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At a meeting held August 3d, 1842, a communication was received 
from the New-York Mechanic and Scientific Institute, stating that its 
charter expired January 12th, 1842, and offering to transfer its funds 
to the library fund of the General Society of Mechanics and Trades- 
men. The amount thus received was $1,086.49. 

On the 14th of October, 1842, the Society participated in the 
ceremonies incident to the introduction of Croton water into the city 
of New-York. 

At the annual meeting held January roth, 1843, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


James Van Norpen, President. Ricuarp E. Mount, 7veas. 
Cuivers PARKER, Vice-Pres. Isaac FRYER, Secredary. 
Jacop A. WESTERVELT, 2d V.-Pres. RoBert Provoost, Collector. 


At a meeting held February ist, 1843, the almoners reported 
their disbursements for the year at $2,875. 

The school committee reported receipts at $10,326.25, and ex- 
penditures at $10,576.56. 

The library committee reported the number of readers at 1,844, 
to whom 49,433 volumes were loaned. The condition of the library | 
at this time was not progressive. Books were loaned under the 
disadvantage of a small clerical force. The appropriations for the 
library by the Society were limited by the amount which the 
Society had to spare. The library was not and could not be self- 
sustaining; and the benevolent features of the Society demanded 
the first recognition. During the year 1842, the receipts of the 
Society were $6,200, and the expenditures were $6,170. Strict 
economy was necessary. The assets of the Society, according to 
the report of the treasurer, December 6th, 1843, were $89,080, and 
its liabilities $21,035. 

On the 3d of January, 1844, a donation of five hundred copies 
of the New Testament was received from William Wood, to be 
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distributed among the readers of the library. In each copy the 
following inscription was placed: 

“Presented, through the Apprentices’ Library, by William Wood, 
Esq., of Canandaigua—an early, constant, zealous, and efficient friend 
of the library.” 

At the annual meeting held January goth, 1844, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Cuivers PARKER, President. Ricuarp E. Mount, 7vreas. 
Jacop A. WESTERVELT, V2ce-Pres. Isaac FrvER, Secretary. 
Tuomas C. CHARDAVOYNE, 2d V.-Pres. RoBERT Provoost, Collector. 


The annual reports respecting the school and library were not 
entirely encouraging. The receipts of the school had fallen to 
$8,106.48, while the disbursements were $10,512.36. The number 
of pupils in both departments had fallen to 372. The school was 
not as cordially sustained as it had been. There was a controversy, 
which culminated on the 7th of March, 1843, in the resignation of 
the principal, Isaac F. Bragg. On the 15th of April following, 
James N. McElligott was chosen principal. 

The almoners reported the disbursements at $2,819.75. 

There was some discussion at this time of the expediency of 
disposing of the Park Place property. A committee reported against 
the sale; but the report was re-referred, with instructions to effect 
a sale if $60,000 should be offered for the estate. 

At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1845, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Jacos A. WESTERVELT, Preszdent. Ricuarp E. Mount, Z7veas. 
Tuomas C. CHarpDaAvoyne, Vice-Pres. Isaac FrvER, Secretary. 
Joun P. Moors, 2d V2ce-Pres. RosertT Provoost, Collector. 


The almoners reported their disbursements at $2,857.50. 
At a meeting held April 2d, 1845, the petition of William E. 
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Armitage, asking a nomination to the vacant scholarship in Columbia 
College, was favorably considered. 

At a meeting held March 5th, 1845, the Society voted to sell 
four hundred and forty-four shares of Mechanics’ Bank stock. These 
were subsequently sold for $8,591.40. Later, the treasurer reported 
that he had paid this, with other moneys, amounting to $9,000, to the 
Savings Bank, on the bond outstanding against the Broadway and 
Park Place property. The Society still retained five hundred and 
fifty-six shares of the Mechanics’ Bank stock. 

At a meeting held June 4th, 1845, the bequest of his library 
by Benjamin De Milt was accepted, in accordance with the provisions 
of his will, “to be used and improved as a pay library.” This library 
was received in September, 1845, from George Trimble, executor of 
the estate of Samuel De Milt, to whom the library had been be- 
queathed for life. The number of volumes was eighteen hundred 
and thirty-three. The library committee was empowered to arrange 
the books and to carry out the views of the testator. , , 

At a meeting held November 5th, 1845, the treasurer reported 
the amount of the library: fund to be $1,827.66. The receipts of the 
Society for the coming year were estimated at $5,840.56, and the 
expenditures at $5,755.00. 

The property of the Society was valued as follows: 


Parlgeb laces houses sam foe 2). 4) 2'° $50,000.00 
MEIN DETSRSITCOLe HOUSE cero iis 48 ig ert al 14,000.00 
Crosby street house, . . : 20,000.00 


Five hundred and fifty-six Soevies i Nkeabevates 
Bank stock, at $18 per share and 10 per 


. cent. premium, et eee ee, ee 11,008 . 80 
$95,008 . 80 

ide Ccom Mme el eh ie fale. =. 25 .. \. «13,000;00 
Dalai camer a so. 8825008. 80 
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At a special meeting held November roth, 1845, the finance com- 
mittee reported that several members of the Society had purchased 
the property at 472% Broadway, for $9,000, with a view of offering 
the same to the Society, thus giving it an opportunity of gaining 
an entrance to the Crosby street property. The purchasers had 
no wish of forcing the property upon the Society, but there had 
been no time for consultation, and they had thought the oppor- 
tunity too good a one to be lost. The Society agreed to take the 
property, and also thank the gentlemen whose foresight had secured 
it— Messrs. Knapp, Westervelt, Moore, Van Norden, Fryer, and 
Ward. 

At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1846, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Tuomas C. CHarDAvoyneE, Pres. RicHarD E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
Joun P. Moore, Vice-Pres. Isaac Frver, Secretary. 
James Puyre, 2d Vice-Pyes. RoserT Provoost, Collector. 


At the meeting held February 4th, 1846, the almoners’ report 
showed a disbursement for the year of $2,966, to one hundred and 
eleven pensioners and their children. 

The school committee reported that, from the best estimates which 
they could make, the school would continue to pay all its expenses, 
with a surplus remaining. 

The library report showed the number of volumes in the library 
to be 11,854; the number of readers, 1,525; and the number son 
volumes loaned, 44,472. 

At a meeting held November 4th, 1846, the school committee 
reported the appointment of E. M. J. Rodman to the vacant scholar- 
ship in Columbia College. 

Extensive alterations were made this year of the building in 
Crosby street, involving an expense of over $4,000. 
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At the annual meeting held January rth, 1847, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Joun P. Moore, Preszdent. Ricuarp E. Mount, 7veas. 
James Puyre, Vice-Pres. Isaac FRYER, Secretary. 
Francis W. Epmonps, 2d Vzce-Pres. Rospert Provoost, Collector. 


Upon taking the chair, the new president delivered an inaugural 
address, congratulating the Society upon its prosperity, and making 
several suggestions respecting the management of its funds. 

The annual report of the almoners showed the number of names 
on the pension fund to be 114; and the expenditure for the year 
to be $2,891. 

At the meeting held May roth, 1847, the literary and scientific 
committee presented their report, showing that lectures had been 
delivered during the previous season by Hon. George Folsom, of 
the State Senate; by Professor W..R. Gliddon, on ‘The An- 
tiquities of Egypt”; by S. Wells Williams, on “China”; by Dr. 
Bedford, on ‘‘Man Physically Considered”; and by A. W. Arring- 
ton, on “Self Education.” A subsequent report from the finance 
committee showed that the lecture-room had been frequently leased 
for entertainments, and had begun to be productive of income. 

At a meeting held September 29th, 1847, the Society accepted 
the invitation of the Washington Monument Association to par- 
ticipate in the ceremonies at the laying of the corner-stone of the 
monument, on the rgth of October. 

A letter from Hon. F. A. Talmadge, member of Congress, 
informed the Society that he had designated it as the recipient of 
the maps of the coast of the United States. The president was 
authorized to accept the. donation, and to express the thanks of 
the Society. | 


. 
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EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THE SOCIETY. 


T the annual meeting held January 11th, 1848, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 





James Puyre, Preszdent. RicuHarpD E. Mount, 77eas. 
Francis W. Epmonps, Vzce-Pres. Isaac Fryer, Secretary. 
Syivanus S. Warp, 2d Vice-Pres. Ropert Provoost, Collector. 


At a meeting held February 2d, 1848, the report of the finance 
committee showed the receipts during the past year to have been 
$17,577.97, and the expenditures $15,077.44. 

Much discussion having arisen respecting the management of 
the literary fund, a committee of investigation was appointed. Its 
report, however, was not accepted, but the following preamble and 
resolutions, offered by Thomas Earle, were adopted in its place: 

‘Whereas, it appears from the report of the special committee 
appointed March ist, 1848, that certain moneys, stock, etc., col- 
lected for the purpose of enabling this Society to increase its use- 
fulness by furnishing the means of acquiring knowledge to its 
members, their children, and the apprentices of this city, was, at a 
meeting of this Society held January 7th, 1835, voted into a fund, 
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and placed in the hands of trustees, and subsequently transferred 
to the literary and scientific committee under the direction of the 
Society, and 

‘Whereas, said fund amounted, on the first day of January last, 
to the sum of $6,774.99, which amount is composed of an indebted- 
ness to the Society of $6,036.19 (including note of $4,700, and the 
interest thereon), thirty shares Mechanics’ Bank stock, standing in 
the name of the committee, and $198.80 cash in hands of said 
committee; and 

“Whereas, the one-third of the initiation fees set apart by law 
has for some time past been, and, as it is supposed, will continue 
to be, sufficient to enable said committee to carry out the object 
for which it was appointed; 

“Therefore, resolved, that said committee be directed to transfer 
to the treasurer of the Society the thirty shares of Mechanics’ Bank 
stock, the cash in hands of said committee, and also the note of 
the Society ; and further, 

“ Resolved, that the treasurer open an account upon his books 
with the literary fund, and pass to its credit the amount of said 
fund, as above stated; and further, when any appropriation is made 
to the school committee, the library committee, or the literary and 
scientific committee, exceeding the initiation fees, and such donations 
and bequests as may hereafter be contributed to said fund, said 
appropriation shall be charged to said fund until it shall be 
extinguished—it being expressly understood that no interest shall 
hereafter be allowed upon said fund.” 

There was much discussion about this time concerning the pro- 
priety of leasing the lecture-room to Christy’s Minstrels. The lease, 
however, was continued for a number of years, and was a constant 
source of discussion and disagreement, many members regarding 
the entertainments of Christy with disfavor. 

At the meeting held January 3d, 1849, the school committee 
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reported the establishment of a classical department in the school 
of the Society. 

At the annual meeting held January oth, 1849, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

Francis W. Epmonps, President. RicHarp E. Mount, 7veas. 

Sytvanus S. Warp, Vice-Pres. Tuomas Earte, Secretary. 

Isaac Fryer, 2d Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 

At a meeting held February 7th, 1849, the finance committee 
presented the general annual report on the financial condition of the 
Society, by which it appears there had been received during the 
past year, from all sources, $20,523.86; there had been expended 
during the same period, $17,418.26. They also report the assets 
and liabilities of the Society, on January rst, 1849, as follows: 





ASSETS. 

Real estate, Park Place house, . . . . . . . {$60,000.00 
. Pe eerospy street and Broadway,” ) 5. 40,000 .00 
i ‘<> lecasehold, Chambers street, . . =. 1 12,000.00 

Five hundred and eighty-six shares Mechanics’ Bank 

Sg ar a ae 10,548 .00 
Petar VesOOuS ANOMUENILULE) Gee i 2 ji ik tone we oe 9,000.00 
Cash with treasurer and committees, . . . . . 3.220455 
$133,787.55 

LIABILITIES. 

Bond and mortgage, Park Place house, $20,000 .00 
- 4 cs 472 Broadway, . 4,000.00 

Due to Literary and Scientific Fund, . 6,774.94 

Due to Literary and Scientific Fund 

for one-third initiation fees, 1848, 360.00 
Preston bragy th undasayy 2) Ss ees nah £:2)857166 
Demevlecnanicse Bank, )5 4.0. =.) 2 © 1;500.00—— 34,492.60 
plate OME eM aR eeg Ie. e.g  )  $og; 204295 


At a meeting held January 2d, 1850, the treasurer presented 
his annual report, showing the receipt during the year of $12,454.29, 
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and the expenditure of $13,261.95. The last amount included an 
investment in city bonds of $1,200. 

The amount of the literary fund was reported at $6,265.02, and 
of the library fund at $1,907.66. 

No lectures were delivered during the year 1849. 

An amendment of the charter of the Society passed June 4th, 
1850, authorized it to purchase, hold, and convey ‘any estate, real 
or personal, for the use and benefit of said corporation.” The 
Society was also “authorized to take, receive, and hold any dona- 
tion, devise, or bequest, either of real or personal estate,” for the 
general purposes of the corporation or otherwise. 

At a meeting held June 5th, 1850, the literary and scientific 
committee reported that six lectures had been delivered before the 
Society by Professor Louis Agassiz, on ‘The Natural Relations 
between Animals”; one by Rev. Dr. Bethune, on “Holland”; and 
one by Dr. Anticell, on ‘‘ Chemistry.” The expenses of this course 
were $469.75. 

Upon the 7th of August, 1850, the Society was invited by the 
Mayor of New-York to participate in the relief of the sufferers by 
the explosion of a steam-boiler in the building Nos. 3 and 5 Hague 
street, by which sixty-seven persons were killed, and fifty others 
injured. A committee was appointed, which codperated in the work 
of relief. The whole amount contributed was $27,200.60. 

On the 23d of September, 1850, an address was delivered before 


b 


the Society, upon the occasion of the re-opening of the Apprentices 


Library, by M. M. Noah, Esq. (Vede Appendix J.) 

Extensive alterations were made during the year 1850 in the 
hall. By these, No. 472 Broadway was brought into use for the 
purposes of the De Milt Library, the reading-room, and of the 
committees. The cost of these alterations was $5,624.40. 

At a meeting held December 4th, 1850, the election of George 
T. Trimble as an honorary member of the Society was proposed ; 
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but after full investigation it was decided that the laws of the 
Society did not authorize such election. 

The finance committee, to whom was referred the bequests 
made by the Misses De Milt to the Society, reported that of the 
$10,000 bequeathed by Miss Elizabeth De Milt, according to the 
terms of the bequest, $5,000 should be appropriated to the improve- 
ment of the De Milt Library, and the remainder used for the general 
purposes of the Society. They found, also, that the whole sum of 
$2,000 bequeathed by Miss Sarah De Milt should be appropriated 
to the improvement of the library. Resolutions embodying these 
views were also reported. 

At a meeting held January 8th, 1851, the annual report of the 
almoners was presented, giving some interesting facts. It appeared 
that the whole number of adult pensioners at present was one 
hundred and nine. Of these, one hundred and two were widows of 
deceased members, and seven were members of the Society. The 
number of children on the pension list was fifty-five. ; There were 
fourteen persons on the pension list between the ages of eighty and 
ninety years, and two between the ages of ninety and one hundred 
years.” 

The report of the school committee showed the receipts to have 
been $11,629.75, and the expenditures $10,901.70. The number of 
pupils had been, in the male department, two hundred and seventy- 
seven; in the female, two hundred and ninety-three. There were 
sixty-four pupils whose education was gratuitous. There were nine 
teachers in the male, and ten in the female department. Four of 
the teachers were educated in the school. There had been employed 
professors of French, of drawing, of painting, and of music. 

The report of the committee on the library says: ‘We know 
nothing more interesting than to visit the library in the evening 
and find the seats occupied by apprentices, perusing, after the labors 
of the day, periodicals and newspapers with which the tables are 
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covered, and each retiring with his volume for reading during the 
leisure of the week.” 

At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1851, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Isaac Fryer, President. Ricuarp E. Mount, 7veas. 
Henry T. I[nGatus, V2ce-Pyves. Tuomas Ear.e, Secretary. 
Joun T. B. Maxwett, 2d V2ce-Pres. RoBERT Provoost, Collector. 


The lectures during the season of 1850-51 were as follows: 
Rey. John Lord, six lectures, on ‘ History”; Rev. William Adams, 
D. D., two lectures, on “The Last Half-Century”; Rev. Alexander 
Vinton, D. D., one lecture; on “ Architecture”; (Rev) TStarnaiine 
two lectures, on “Thought and Life,” and on “Socrates”; and Pro- 
fessor Lassell, one lecture, on ‘“ Chemistry.” 

At a meeting held January t1oth, 1851, measures were taken 
for procuring the portraits of ex-presidents, living and deceased, 
of the Society. 

At the meeting held February 5th, 1851, the finance committee 
reported the receipts of the Society during the year at $35,726.90. 
This included the De Milt bequests. The expenditures for the year 
were $30,555.66, of which $5,624.40 was for permanent improve- 
ments. The assets of the Society were reported at $144,842.78— 
the liabilities of all descriptions, $38,666.21. The amount of assets 
over liabilities was $106,176.57. The library fund was stated at 
$1,907.66; the literary, at $4,758.55. 

At a meeting held May 7th, 1851, it was resolved that thirteen 
delegates be appointed to attend the World’s Fair in London, 
with certificates of their appointment. The following persons were 
appointed: William Browning, George D. Tallman, James B. Ward, 
Edwin W. Tryon, Wm. Cunningham, John Allen, Jas. Cunningham, ~ 
George T. Cobb. The president was authorized to fill vacancies. 

At a meeting held January 7th, 1852, the committee on the 
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library reported that, on a review of the year, they were enabled 
to congratulate the Society on the continued usefulness and impor- 
tance of this branch of the Society. The number of apprentices 
among the readers had increased. 

The lecture committee reported the following list of lecturers 
engaged for the next season: 

Bion, florace Greeley, “The Worlds Fair”; Rev. H. W. Beecher, 
“Laws of Precedence”; Rev. I. F. Schroeder, D. D., “Mohammed”; 
Charles King, “New-York History”; Rev. John Pierpont, ‘ Physi- 
cal Science”; Professor Mitchell (three), ‘Astronomy”; Rev. O. 
Dewey. : 

Suggestions were made by the literary committee of the neces- 
sity of a new building for the future use of the Society, in con- 
sequence of the removal of most of the members, readers, and 
scholars to localities farther up-town. 

At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1852, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


) 


Henry T. INGALLs, Preszdent. RicHarD E. Mount, 77eas. 
Joun T. B. Maxwe tt, Vece-Pres.- Tuomas Earte, Secretary. 
Tuomas JEREMIAH, 2a Vice-Pres. Rosert Provoost, Collector. 


At a meeting held April 7th, 1852, a resolution was adopted, re- 
questing the library committee to consider the expediency of opening 
the Apprentices’ and De Milt libraries during the day, or some portion 
of the day, for the accommodation of the families of members. 

At a meeting held June 2d, 1852, the thanks of the Society 
were unanimously voted to the committee on the schools, for the 
efficient and intelligent manner in which their duties had been 
performed. 

At a meeting held July 7th, 1852, the death of Brother Robert 
Provoost, the venerable collector and book-keeper of the Society 
for forty years, was announced, and the event was ordered to be 
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entered upon the records. Mr. Provoost was over eighty-two years 
old, and was for more than fifty-nine years a member of the Society. 
At a meeting of the Society held October 6th, 1852, a free 
scholarship in Columbia College was bestowed upon John Tricksy. 
At the annual meeting of the Society held January 11th, 1853, 
the following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Joun T. B. Maxwe tt, Preszdent. Ricuarp E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
Tuomas JEREMIAH, V2ce-Pres. Tuomas Eare, Secretary. 
James Morris, 2d V2ce-Pres. Rosert W. Provoost, Collector. 


The literary and scientific committee reported the following 
course of lectures as then in progress before the Society : 

E. P. Whipple, ‘“ Heroism”; Rev. Samuel Osgood, “ Poetry of 
Mechanism”; Professor R. O. Doremus (two), ‘“ Chemistry”; Rey. 
T. Starr King, ‘“ Mountains”; Rev. E. H. Chapin, “ John Hamp- 
den”; Park Benjamin, “Fashion”; Hon. H. S. Raymond, ——; 
Prof. Silliman, “Science and Arts.” 

At a meeting held October 5th, 1853, the committee appointed 
December 3d, 1851, in reference to the will of James Murray, 
deceased, to secure the amount claimed for the Apprentices’ Library, 
reported that a decision against the Society had been given, but 
without costs. The thanks of the Society were voted to Murray 
Hoffman, Esq., for his gratuitous legal services in the case. 

The subject of the extension of Beekman street through and 
across the Park in direct line to the head of Park Place at Broad- 
way, and the extension of Park Place through the College grounds, 
and the widening of Robinson street, together with the concession 
of the lower end of the Park for a general city railroad depot, at 
this time interested the Society, whose real estate interests would 
be affected by the proposed change. 

No immediate action was considered’ necessary. The Society 
strongly deprecated any infringement upon the limits of the City Park. 
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VARIOUS FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS. 
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GAT a meeting held January 4th, 1854, a report of the 
| almoners of the Society represented the number of pen- 





sioners during the year to have been 108, and of children 35. 
The number remaining upon the pension roll was as follows: members, 
7; widows, 94; children, 31. Amount expended, $3,058. The extra 
sum of $1,000, placed at the disposal of the almoners during the 
year, had been bestowed upon twenty-four pensioners, mostly in sums 
of from three to five dollars, and principally to the aged, the sick, 
the infirm, and those having young children; and also for funeral 
expenses. There was a steady reduction in the number of pen- 
sioners. 

The school was reported to be in a prosperous condition, Mr. 
David H. Crittenden and Miss Mary Y. Bean being still retained as 
principals. There had been no essential change in the arrangements 
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of the school. The success of placing female teachers in the boys’ 
school was noted. 
At the annual meeting held January roth, 1854, the following 


officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Tuomas JEREMIAH, Preszdent. RicHarp E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
JAmEs Morris, Vice-Pres. Wm. Van Nornen, Secretary. 
CuHar.es M. Leupp, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. Wi.uiaMs, Collector. 


The following lectures were reported to be in course of delivery: 

Rev. Dr. Vinton, ‘‘ Japan”; Professor Reed, ‘Wit and Humor”; 
Hon. John P. Hale, “Last Gladiatorial Exhibition”; Park Benja- 
min, “Love and Money”; Rev. T. Starr King, ‘Nature and 
Society”; Rev. Dr. Bethune, “Work and Labor”; Rev. J. SG: 
Abbott, ‘“Abdication of Napoleon”; .C. L. Brace, ‘Struggles on 
the Danube.” 

At a meeting held February rst, 1854, the subject of opening the 
library from nine o'clock a. M., to nine p. m. daily (Sundays excepted) 
was again referred to the library committee. 

At a meeting held March Ist, 1854, the library committee, to 
whom was referred the subject of opening the library during the 
day, made a long and exhaustive report, favoring the opening 
from two o'clock to nine o'clock p. M., and recommending the 
employment of a suitable custodian during that time. The report 
was signed by Ira Hutchinson, chairman, on behalf of the majority 
of the committee. A minority report held that the library was 
originally designed for apprentices exclusively, and that these could 
use the library only in the evening; and that it was hardly proper 
to increase the expenses while the Society was heavily in debt, 
for the benefit of the relatives of the pupils of the Mechanics’ School. 
The course recommended by the majority was, after considerable 
debate, adopted. The library was afterward opened daily (Sun- 
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days excepted), from two o’clock to nine o'clock p. m.; the friends 
of a further increase of the time for opening were soon in a majority, 
and the library was ordered to be kept open from nine o’clock a. M. 
to nine o’clock p. M. 

A communication was received from the treasurer, stating that 
the Mechanics’ Bank charter would expire January Ist, 1855. A 
movement was afoot to organize a new bank, under the General 
Banking Law, with a capital of $2,000,000o—the amount to be 
divided into 80,000 shares, of $25.00 par value. Those desiring 
to subscribe to this were notified to do so on or before Novem- 
ber Ist, proximo. It was anticipated that a sufficient surplus would 
accumulate by the 1st of January next to supply the greater part 
of the stock increase. The shares then held by the Society were 
586 in number, valued at $18.00 each. The Society could sub- 
scribe for no greater number of new shares. The matter was 
referred to the finance committee. 

At the meeting held October 4th, 1854, a special report of the 
finance committee recommended that the Society subscribe for the 
new stock, and a resolution to that effect was adopted. 

At the same meeting, held October 4th, 1854, a select committee 
was appointed to consider and report upon the expediency of selling 
the Park Place property, and investing the proceeds in purchasing 
thirty-three feet south and fifty feet north of the present Broadway 
entrance, making one hundred feet on Broadway and two hundred 
feet through; and of erecting thereon substantial stores for business, 
preserving a more spacious entrance and a better lighted and ven- 
tilated lecture-room, and also a library, reading, and committee rooms, 
and more commodious school and class rooms. 

At a meeting held January 3d, 1855, the almoners reported the 
amount of their expenditure for the past year at $3,258. 

The library committee reported that a full inventory of the books 
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had been directed, in both libraries, and all necessary repairs ordered. 
The library was closed for this purpose, and re-opened with seven 
hundred and thirty-nine readers. The De Milt Library was hereafter 
to be used mainly for reference. 

The literary and scientific committee reported that arrangements 
had been made for lectures during the next season by Rev. Dr. 
George W. Bethune, Rev. A. A. Willets, Rev. T. Starr King, and 
James T. Brady, Esq. A second course was reported to be in 
contemplation; and a course of six lectures contracted for with 
Professor R. Ogden Doremus, on chemistry, for the special benefit 
of the apprentices of the city. 

At the annual meeting held January goth, 1855, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


James Morris, Preszdent. Ricuarp E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
CuHARLES M. Leupp, Vece-Pres. WiLL1aM VAN Norben, Secretary. 
Tuomas Earte, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. Wit.iams, Collector. 


At a meeting held February 7th, 1855, the finance committee 
made the following statement of the assets and liabilities of the 
Society on the 1st of January, 1855: 


RECEIPTS. 

Rent tof Park : Place house; ont sana) eens een a COGmer 
i= > Chambeérs tstreetppropert ya meee ae 1,300.00 
ea) Lecture Toone ame A ae My 6,248 .50 

Dividends from Mechanics’ Pea’ ser He ee 1,166.60 

Initiagons mes et ngs ene wae as: 570,00" 

Board of Raveore fo gat Vistas Aat aae Seen ke 22407 

Brom Chambers estsect eae eee 15.00 

Certificates as sear 1 A BOS Ge eae Eee) 

Tuition bills from Sehoers at LS Wiese see he eels 

Sundriesairommdaibrary, gar sss meee gn oo Cee 328.14 


$26,047.33 
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MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN, 
EXPENDITURES. 

Bond and interest to Savings Bank, . . . $5,625.00 
Ground rent, Chambers street, . ... . 125.00 
SCS BONUMWOLCI et alan, oa ek ett oo ee 196.44 
Ot eacirccmantac lerko ee oy NMG eee ys 225.00 
Palaties—ochool Committee, .. -. . .« . : 10,480. 32 
Expenses—School Committee,. . . . . . 150170 
Mov ary mr CGUIMItLCC, gf! oh eRe ee es 2,162.64 
Prem Gers Dratys eft tel fore ey Se San 719 “32 
Ppasmbilisme ies |) g VE es es) Que Pea aaa 787.64 
Janitor and Door- eee SO et ee a ee 526.04 
eC CE em, Spee. SPE ee Se i jy te 248.06 
Tenairsn |... 1 a ae 283.98 
Literary and Beenie femnince VRCMTT ate 450.73 
PelEscinets(cOmiuittee,. = 2 2 6 ae. 35255200 
ASSETS. 26,649.87 
atk Place house, .. .. hier) alsa hb0, 00000 
Crosby street and Broadway, IES Ie are 50,000 . 00 
Leasehold, Chambers street,. . . . ae 7,000 .0O 

Five hundred and eighty-six shares a Me- 
Sranicsmuanke Stocks) shh. fee buss 4 14,650.00 
eC eaniCeDOOKS, f ca a yl). ss 9,350.00 
Cash in hands of treasurer, . . . . . . . 5,612.96 
ee SeECOMINItLCGE, 05. Seema ae +! 2,347, 00 
iA BPULTLES « 148,960. 56 
Pondeang Wottedee, Park-Place, 73 74. ~. —. 10,000.00 
miGbrary unde |. Nar eee ae Oe 1,907.66 
cs eee Milt, Ces Mace ct gt apes 5,000 .00 
os 4 af Iterestaea. | ea ec ae 300.00 
ss e us improvement, 7...) 9. | -. 500.00 
WNescesamentrark: Place house;-;... << %. . 240.00 
$17,947.66 
PxXGecsol assets over liabilities; 5 9.. i": .) 131,012.90 


127 


1238 GENERAL SOCIETY OF [1854 


On the 1st of January, 1854, the Mechanics’ Bank was a char- 
tered institution; its stock held by the Society was 586 shares, the 
par value of which was $18.00 each, amounting in all to the sum 
of $10,548. It is now under the General Banking Law of the 
State, and the par value of the stock is $25.00 per share, and the 
586 shares held by the Society amount to the sum of $14,650. 
This difference of seven dollars per share was from the surplus of 
the chartered bank. 

At a meeting held March 7th, 1855, the president stated that 
he had been elected a director, and had attended the meetings of 
the board of the Mechanics’ Bank. 

At a meeting held September 5th, 1855, the finance committee 
reported that it had received two offers for the Park Place property 
—one of $125,000, and one of $130,000; but in the opinion of 
the committee it was inexpedient to accept either. 

At a meeting held November 7th, 1855, the special committee 
recommended an application to the Legislature to enable the Society 
to use its funds more largely for the purpose of disseminating 
literary and scientific knowledge, the Society now having authority 
to appropriate for that purpose only one-third of the initiation fees. 
The literary and scientific committee reported only $160 could be 
depended upon for this purpose to defray the expenses of a course 
of lectures. The treasurer was authorized to loan to the committee 
a sum sufficient to raise the amount to $500. 

At a meeting held January 2d, 1856, the library committee 
reported that the year had been one rather of preparation than of 
progress. Many old and useless books had been thrown out, and 
new and desirable ones added, and the whole had been more con- 
veniently arranged. A new catalogue had been prepared, upon a 
different method. A new and commodious reading-room had been 
fitted up; and through these and like improvements the institution 
promised to equal any similar one in the country. 
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The report of the school committee showed a diminution in the 
number of pupils, in consequence of the great improvements in the 
public schools of the city. 

At the annual meeting held January 8th, 1856, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


CHARLES M. Leupp, President. RicuarpD E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
Tuomas Earte, Vece-Pres. WILuiAM.VAN NorbDEN, S¢e. 
Ira Hutcuinson, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. Wituiams, Col. 


At a meeting held January goth, 1856, the finance committee were 
authorized and empowered to sell the Society’s property on the corner 
of Broadway and Park Place, for a sum not less than $150,000, pro- 
vided a purchaser be found within ninety days. An auction sale 
of the same, the put-up price to be $150,000, was authorized, sub- 
ject to the unexpired lease. This was done on the 24th of January, 
but no advance was made, and the property was withdrawn. 

At a meeting held February 6th, 1856, the report of the finan- 
cial committee showed an excess of assets over indebtedness of 
$181,422.84. The Society had reduced its indebtedness $5,000. 

An act of the Assembly, passed April Ist, 1856, authorized the 
Society to set apart, at discretion, any portion of their funds for the 
promotion and diffusion of literary and scientific knowledge. 

At a meeting held June 4th, 1856, a series of architectural plates, 
ninety-two in number, the donation of Benj. R. Winthrop, were pre- 
sented. These plates had formerly belonged to a deceased brother of 
Mr. Winthrop, who had suggested, while living, this disposition of them. 

At a meeting held November 5th, 1856, the committee to which 
had been referred the subject of purchasing a lot of land whereupon 
to erect a building for the use of the Society, presented diagrams 
of several pieces of land. The whole subject was referred back to 
the committee, with power to purchase the plot on the corner of 
Twenty-fourth street and Broadway. Negotiations, however, failed, 
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and others were entered into for the purchase of lots 470 and 472 
Broadway. The report of the committee on pensions stated the 
number of persons aided at ninety-two adults and nineteen children. 
Expenditures, $3,236. 

The library committee reported that, the annual appropriation 
having been increased, a greater number of books had been pur- 
chased, while the number of readers had been increased. 

The school committee expressed their solicitude in relation to the 
future prospects of the school, in view of the diminishing patronage 
of the last few years, the receipts promising not to equal the 
expenditures. | 

At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1857, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Tuomas EarteE, President. RicHARD E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
Ira Hutcuinson, Vice-Pres. WILitiAM Van Norpen, See. 
GerorGE W. Farnuay, 2d V.-Pres. FREDERICK W. WIx.IiaMs, Col. 


Some objections were made to the eligibility of Mr. Earle for 
the office of president, he being a citizen of New Jersey, but they 
were overruled. 

At a meeting held February 4th, 1857, the finance committee 
reported the assets over liabilities to be $217,148.80. 

At a meeting held February 4th, 1857, the president, Thomas 
Earle, delivered an address upon the situation and work of the 
Society, which was ordered to be printed. (Vzde Appendix.) So 
much of this address as referred to the opening of the apprentices’ 
library to women was referred to the library committee. 

At a meeting held November 4th, 1857, the school committee 
was instructed to consider the subject of the continuance of the 
school, and its future management. 

At a meeting held December 2d, 1857, the library committee made 
a special report respecting the death of Wm. Wood. ( Vide Appendix L.) 
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TK a meeting held January 6th, 1858, the annual ‘report of 
| extended during the year to ninety adults ,and eleven 
children, at an expenditure of $3,179. 

The school committee made a report upon the condition of the 
school. From this it appeared that the present revenue for school 
purposes was $8,500, and the expenditure $9,350—showing a deficit 
of $850. The committee recommended increased expenditure to raise 
the character of the school, and a more appropriate site. They sub- 
mitted a resolution that it was inexpedient to take any present 
action in reference to the discontinuance of the school. 

The report of the literary and scientific committee showed that 
ten lectures had been delivered before the Society during the year, 
as follows: 

Rev. A. A. Willetts, “Man for the Times”; Rev. T. Starr 
King, “Light and Insight”; Rev. H. W. Bellows, “Architecture ”; 
Frederick S. Cozzens, “Wit and Humor”; Rev. A. A. Willetts, 
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“Patrick Henry.” Five lectures had also been delivered by Profes- 
sor Benjamin Silliman on “ Air,” ‘‘ Water,” “Earth” (two), and “ Fire.” 
The expenditures were $720.17. 

At a meeting held February 3d, 1858, the president, Ira M. 
Hutchinson, delivered his inaugural address on the condition and 
prospects of the Society. The address was referred to a special 
committee, to consider and report what action upon the several 
subjects of which it treated would be necessary. (Vzde Appendix.) 

At a meeting held March 3d, 1858, the annual report of the 
finance committee was presented. It showed the assets of the 
Society to be $231,655, and its liabilities to be $219,147.34. 

At a meeting held March 3d, 1858, the report of the special 
committee on so much of the address as related to the school was 
presented. For three years there had been a continued and rapidly 
increasing diminution in the number of pupils, viz.: 38 in 1855; 
60 in 1856; and 132 in 1857. It was impossible to diminish the 
expenses of the school in the same ratio. The committee in 
summing up said that, to educate 118 pupils, whose education 
ought to have cost $1.100, the Society had paid in cash $1,515.25. 
The rooms used ought to let for $2,500 a year; fixtures and 
apparatus have increased the expenses. In a pecuniary sense, it 
would be far better for the Society to pay for the education 
of the pupils in the best schools of the city. It was broadly stated 
that the mechanics’ school had fulfilled its mission—that its work 
was done. The committee reported a resolution for the discontin- 
uance of the school. A minority report recommended further efforts 
to sustain the school. 

At a meeting held July tath, 1858, a communication was 
received from the school committee, stating the probable number of 
pupils at 189, viz.: 75 boys and 114 girls. At this rate, the revenue, 
it was stated, would not exceed $6,000, while the expenses for 
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teachers, reduced to the lowest possible point, would be $6,775. 
The other expenses (including probable losses on the collection of 
bills) were estimated at $800, making a deficiency of revenue 
amounting to $1,575. The suggestion was made that the time had 
arrived for the Society to divest itself of the work of education, and 
to revert to the original designs of its founders—the affording of 


facilities for useful reading and instructive lectures. ’ 


At a meeting held November 3d, 1858, the literary and scientific 
committee asked the Society for an appropriation of $500, for the 
purpose of instructing evening classes of apprentices and journey- 
men in architecture and mechanical drawing; and that amount was 
appropriated for the purpose. 

At a meeting held December Ist, 1858, the committee on the 
school presented a by no means encouraging report. They repre- 
sented that the appropriations for the present year would probably 
fall short about $2,000, and they asked the Society to decide 
whether the school should be discontinued after the close of the 
present academic year; and a resolution to that effect was passed 
by fifty-six votes in the affirmative to sixteen votes in the negative. 
The use of the rooms occupied by the female department of the 
school was granted to Miss Mary Y. Bean, during the pleasure of 
the Society, for the purpose of continuing, at her own expense 
and risk, and for her own benefit, the school for girls, she agreeing 
to make the same deduction as at present allowed on the bills of 
the children of the members attending the school, and to receive 
gratuitously such scholars as the Society might see fit to send to 
her for instruction. A proposition of the same nature was received 
from the principal of the male school, which was referred to the 
school committee. 

The school department of the Society was established in the 
year 1820, for the benefit of the children of members unable to 


136 GENERAL SOCIETY OF [1858 


meet the expenses of tuition, and at a time when the free-school 
system of New-York was undeveloped. Afterward it extended the 
privileges of the school, at a moderate cost, to other children. The 
school was usefully maintained for a period of thirty-eight years, 
and it was only abandoned when the increasing merit of the public 
free schools rendered it unnecessary. 

* Ata meeting held January 5th, 1859, the literary and scientific 
committee reported the following lectures as already delivered, or in 
the course of delivery : 

Rev. Dr. Bethune, ““Common Sense”; D. G. Mitchell, “Spending 
Money”; Rev. H. W. Beecher, “Sympathy”; A. Oakey Hall, ‘‘ Courts 
and Jury-rooms”;’ Rev. I. B. Hagany, ‘Charles 11.7; Reveagees 
Willetts, “Mental Dyspepsia”; Rev. Dr. William Adams, “ Daily 
Wonders”; Theo. Sedgwick, “English Rule in India” Rev. Tiesteme 
King, ‘Existence and Life”; Rev. Dr. John Thompson) “tings 
Miller”; George W. Boyd, “‘The False”; Park Benjamin, “ Private 
and Social Life.” } 

The committee having under consideration the subject of in- 
struction to young mechanics in architectural and machine drawing 
reported that they had engaged Mr. Stitson as teacher of the 
former, and Mr. Paton as teacher of the latter; and that the draw- 
ing-schools were to be opened on the 13th of January. 

By the treasurer’s report it appeared that $582 had been received 
for tickets to the lectures, and the expenditures had been $819.50. 

The number of volumes in the library was reported to be (includ- 
ing the De Milt library) 18,737; the number of readers 2,035; the 
number of volumes loaned during the year, 43,351. The expendi- 
tures for the Apprentices’ Library were $2,016.35; for the De Milt, 
$469.24. The committee recommended that more space be secured 
for the convenient arrangement of the books and the accommodation 
of readers. 
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The finance committee reported the receipts at $24,005.96, and 
the expenditures at $20,623.55; the assets of the Society at $259,- 
437.41; and the liabilities at $7,507.66. 

At the annual meeting held January r1ith, 1859, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


GeorGceE W. Farnuam, P7es. RicHarpD E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
Joun A. Buntine, Vice-Pres. Wi ttiam Van Norpben, Secretary. 
Joun Wicut, 2d Vice-Pres. Freperick W. WIL.IiaAms, Collector. 


At a meeting held March 2d, 1859, it was voted to offer the 
Park Place property of the Society for sale, at a price not less than 
$175,000. The committee on finance were directed to inquire into 
the propriety of appropriating not less than ten per cent. of the 
gross annual income of the Society for the purpose of purchasing 
a site, and erecting a substantial building thereon, for the use of 
the Society. 

At a meeting held April 6th, 1859, it was determined that the 
finance committee be authorized to offer the Park Place property 
for a sum not less than $150,000. 

One hundred dollars were voted as a gratuity to the principal 
of the male, and a like sum to the principal and vice-principal of 
the female, school, both about to be discontinued. 

At a meeting held May 4th, 1859, the finance committee reported 
the sale of the Park Place property for $150,000; of this sum 
$100,000 was to remain on bond and mortgage for three years 
at six per cent. interest, the remainder to be paid in cash. The 
president was authorized to make the conveyance. 

At a meeting held June ist, 1859, the sale mentioned in the 
preceding minute was annulled, Mr. Wheeler, the purchaser, fail- 
ing to comply with the terms of the contract. The earnest money 
paid by Mr. Wheeler was ordered to be returned. 
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At a meeting held October 5th, 1859, a communication was 
received from Mr. Charles J. Conway, formerly principal of the 
male school, relinquishing the use of the rooms for a private school, 
which had been voted to him. 

At a meeting held Dec. 7th, 1859, the literary and scientific commit- 
tee were directed to consider the expediency of establishing an institute 
for the instruction of children and apprentices in science and literature. 

At a meeting held January roth, 1860, it was voted that the 
drawing-classes, heretofore under the superintendence of the literary 
and scientific committee, be transferred to the superintendence of the 
school committee. The classes in question were conducted, during 
the season, upon two evenings of each week, and with the most 
satisfactory results. 

At the annual meeting held January roth, 1860, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Joun A. Buntinc, Presedent. Ricnarp E. Mount, T7veasurer. 
Joun Wicut, V2ce-Pres. Witiram VAN Norpen, Secretary. 
NoaH Worra.., 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. WIL.LIAMs, Collector. 


A special committee upon the selection of a site for a building 
for the use of the Society was appointed, consisting of Messrs. 
George W. Farnham, Robert McClellan, and Jacob A. Westervelt. 

The finance committee represented the receipts of the Society 
for the year at $22,175.08, and the expenditures at $19,352.94; 
the assets at $262,326.11, and the liabilities at $7,574.22. 

At a meeting held May 2d, 1860, an act to confirm the title of 
the Society to certain real estate, passed by the Legislature, April 
12th, 1860, was reported to the Society. This was in accordance 
with the action taken by the Society, February rst, 1860. 

At a meeting held July 9th, 1860, the death of John A. Bunting, 
Esq., president of the Society, was announced. Appropriate resolu- 
tions were passed. 
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At a meeting held September 5th, 1860, Thomas Jeremiah was 
elected president, vzce John A. Bunting, deceased. 

At a meeting held January 2d, 1861, the literary and scientific 
committee reported the following lectures delivered or to be delivered 
during the ensuing season: 

Revere n Willetts, Sunshine’: Dr. }.:G. Holland, “Self-Help”; 
Poe oe corningo, 9); khome.; [)(W,. Gerard, ‘Japan’; Rev. G. 9. 
Hare, ‘“ Beaumarchais”; Bayard Taylor, “Arctic Regions”; Rev. Dr. 
Plummer, “ Resources of the United States”; John R. Thompson, 
eeedoeanen foe; Rey, Dr Southgate, “Signs of the Times in 
Turkey”; J. W. Gerard, “Naples, Mount Vesuvius and Pompeii” ; 
Rey. W. H. Pendleton, ———-; Rev. J. C. Dutcher, “ National Pros- 


perity.” 
The report of the school committee showed that 297 pupils had 
attended the special schools, as follows: 


Preutcctural Drawing Class... . . . . 73 pupils. 
Bree RASS Woe eee Ge GAR SS 
PecwanicdebirawingsGlass 2 9. 5 «yy 50. 
Pretotmanc Webatine Class. 99) «9.44. T20° 
ee nee ce ee a 207 


The cost of sustaining the classes had been $568.27, leaving a 
balance in the hands of the committee of $431.73. The committee 
proposed to establish additional schools in other branches of science 
connected with mechanics and manufactures. 

The committee on the library reported that nearly one thousand 
volumes had been added to the library during the year. 

At the annual meeting held January 8th, 1861, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Joun Wicut, President. Ricoarp E. Mount, 7veas. 
Noau Worrat., Vzce-Pres. Witi1am Van NorbDEN, Sec. 
Mattuias BLoopcoop, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. WIx.iams, Col, 


ee 
J 
P 
. ¥ 


I40 GENERAL SOCIETY OF [1858 


The finance committee reported the receipts for the year at 
$21,893.98, and the expenditures at $19,540.48. The assets of the 
Society were reported at $268,060.86, and the liabilities at $7,507.66. 

President John Wight delivered an inaugural address. (V2de 
Appendix. ) 

The Mechanics’ Bank stock—586 shares—heretofore held by 
the Society was this year increased to 811 shares. 

At a meeting held February 6th, 1861, a communication was 
received from Miss Bean, announcing her intention of removing her 
school to the upper part of the city, and of vacating the room 
loaned her by the Society, and stating her willingness to educate 
the children of members of the Society at a discount of twenty-five 
per cent. under the usual rates. 

The use of the library was voted to female apprentices, upon 
the same terms extended to male apprentices. 

At a meeting held October 2d, 1861, Brother George W. Farn- 
ham offered the following resolution, which was very favorably 
received, and adopted xem. con. - 

“ Whereas, In the present condition of our country it becomes 
every citizen and association to recognize and aid, to the extent 
of their ability, all efforts that are being made to restore the 
supremacy of the Constitution and laws of the United States over 
all its territory, and to suppress the gigantic rebellion which now 
threatens its existence, and especially to encourage those who go 
forth to do battle in its defense; and 

“Whereas, A regiment has been formed in our city known as 
the ‘Volunteer Engineer Regiment,’ which is composed exclusively 
of mechanics, some of whom are members of this Society; 

“Therefore, Resolved, That this Society, in appreciation of the 
public spirit and patriotism which originated, and the zeal and 
industry which perfected, the organization (now about to take the 
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field) as a regiment of volunteers from the State of New-York, from 
which all our chartered privileges are derived, do cause to be pre- 
pared and presented to it, under the auspices of the ‘General 
Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,’ a 
suitable stand of colors. 

“ Resolved, That a sum, not to exceed three hundred dollars, be 
and is hereby appropriated from the treasury of the Society for 
that purpose. 

“Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to carry 
the foregoing resolutions into effect, and that they, together with 
the president and two vice-presidents of the Society, be a committee 
to superintend the necessary arrangements for such presentation.” 

The president appointed George W. Farnham, James Van Nor- 
den, and Linus W. Stevens as such committee. 

At a meeting held January 8th, 1862, the annual report of the 
committee on pensions showed that relief had been extended during 
the past year to eighty-eight adults and six children. ;\The sum of 
$4,129 had been expended. 

The school committee reported the number of pupils during the 
past year as follows: 


Se ACRE aco ee iA ett es ts! 4 | L609. pupils. 
Sete Critcwram te et eM Dr gw LOOM: 
RECO AICO mee Le een) Fe A Rtas 
ert RS era Lele Me a - en, 1348 


The expenditures were $903.87. 

The literary and scientific committee reported the following 
lectures delivered or to be delivered: 

’ Rev. A. A. Willetts, ‘“‘Business and Books”; Rev. W. H. Mil- 
burn, “What a Blind Man Saw in England”; Bishop Southgate, 
“Home Life of the Turks”; James W. Gerard, ‘Ancient and Modern ° 
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Eloquence”; James W. Gerard, “Rome and its Ruins”; Rev. G. 
S. Hare, ‘“ Milton”; J::.G.-Holland, “ Working Sand©> Shirkingsse 
Rev. F. C. Ewer, - Rev. A. A. Willetts, “The Man for the 
Times”; Rev. Dr. Armitage, ‘‘The Forum of Progress.” 

At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1862, the following 





officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


NoaH WorRALL, President. RicHarD E. Mount, 7veas. 
Matruias BLtoopGcoop, Vzce-Pres. WiLt1AM Van NorpbeEn, See. 
Grorc_E R. Jackson, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. WILLIAMS, Col. 


President Noah Worrall delivered his inaugural address. ( Vzde 
Appendix.) 

The finance committee reported the receipts of the Society at 
$21,391.30, and the expenditures at $23,858.75; the assets at 
$276,138.39, and the liabilities at $8,052.64. 

The committee on the battle-flags to be presented by the Society 


) 


to the ‘“ Engineer Regiment of Volunteers” made their report. 

The following was the account given of the presentation: 

“The flags were presented on the 23d of January, at the Seventh 
Regiment armory, by the president of the Society, and were received 
by Major Butts, in behalf of Colonel Serrell and the regiment, in a 
brief and soldier-like response. The band of the Seventh Regiment 
discoursed most excellent music. The exercises were closed by an 
appropriate and fervent prayer and benediction by the Rev. Dr. 
Francis Vinton. The committee presented the following resolutions, 
which were adopted by the Society : 

“It was Fesolved, That the thanks of the Society be and are 
hereby presented to the Hon. William M. Evarts for his able, appro- 
priate, and patriotic address, delivered on the 23d of January, on 
presentation of battle-flags to the ‘Volunteer Engineer Regiment,’ 
and a copy of the same is respectfully requested. 
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“It was Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be and are 
hereby tendered to Brother Joseph Hoxie for his most acceptable 
and spirited speech, delivered on the 23d of January, on the pres- 
entation of battle-flags to the ‘Volunteer Engineer Regiment,’ and 
a copy of the same is respectfully requested. 

“Tt was Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be and are 
hereby tendered to Rev Francis Vinton, D. D., for his kind offices 
with and for us, on the 23d of January last, on the presentation of 
the battle-flags to the ‘Volunteer Engineer Regiment,’ and the 
Society respectfully ask a copy of the very appropriate prayer made 
by him on that occasion. 

“Tt was Resolved, That the Society hereby tender their thanks 
to Colonel Marshal Lefferts, of the Seventh Regiment, N. G,, for 
his kindness in granting to the Society the use of their armory for 
the purpose of presentation of battle-flags to the ‘Volunteer Engi- 
neer Regiment’ on the 23d ult.” 

At a meeting held April 2d, 1862, a communication was received 
from Hon. William M. Evarts, stating that his address upon the 
occasion of the presentation of the flags was entirely extempore, and 
he was, therefore, unable to furnish a copy for the press. 

Letters were also received from Rev. Dr. Vinton, communicating 
the prayer offered by him, and from Hon. Joseph Hoxie and Colonel 
Pee merrell. —( }2d¢. Appendix- L.) 

At a meeting held January 7th, 1863, the annual report of the 
committee on pensions showed the number of persons relieved 
during the year to be eighty-eight adults and children, at an 
expenditure of $4,275.60. 

The annual report of the school committee showed that there 
were four different kinds of drawing taught in the schools, viz. : 
architectural with 76 pupils; mechanical with 92 pupils; free-hand 
with 156 pupils, and naval architecture with 72 pupils. Total 
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number of pupils 396, as follows: carvers, painters, etc., 99; machin- 
ists, 56; pattern-makers, 16; brass-finishers, 26; carpenters, 60; 
ship-wrights, 35; ship-carpenters, 27; students, 60; clerks, 17. The 
expenditures were $911.77. 

It was recommended that the school, heretofore gratuitous, 
should be made at least partially self-sustaining. It was thought 
that there were many branches which might be added, and particu- 
larly ‘industrial chemistry.” 

The annual report of the library committee showed the number 
of volumes in the Apprentices’ Library to be 21,848; in the De Milt, 
3,516. Total, 25,364. The number of readers had been 2,982; of 
volumes loaned to apprentices, 48,888; to females, 3,274; to pay- 
readers, 5,847; to members, 3,157. The expenditures were $3,731.56. 
It was mentioned in the report that no inconvenience had been 
experienced from admitting females to the library at the same 
hours as formerly. The privileges of the library and reading-room 
had also been extended to wounded soldiers and seamen of the 
army and navy. 

The literary and scientific committee reported that the following 
lectures had been delivered: 

Rev. A. A. Willetts, “The Spirit of the Dimes ; James 
Gerard, ‘‘ Venice”; Rev. T. D. Anderson, ‘Work, the American 
Inheritance”; Rt.-Rev. T. M. Clark, “The Crisis of the Nation.” 

The thanks of the Society were voted to James W. Gerard, 
Esq., for the gratuitous delivery of his lecture. 

At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1863, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Mattruias BLtoopcoop, President. RicHarp E. Mount, Treasurer. 
GEORGE R. Jackson, Vice-Pres. Wi tt1aMm Van Norpben, See. 
GeEorGE F. Nessitt, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. WILLIAMs, Col. 
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Matthias Bloodgood, Esq., the newly elected president, delivered 
his inaugural address and gave an intelligent and interesting résumé 
of the history and operations of the Society. (Vzde Appendix.) 

The finance committee reported the receipts of the Society at 
$21,517.48; the expenditures at $17,060.07; the assets at $079,- 
149.88, and the liabilities at $7,706.65; assets over liabilities, 
$271,443.23. 

During the year 1863, the Society lost by death several promi- 
nent and valuable members. Among them was George Ireland, 
ex-president, and one of the oldest members; Linus W. Stevens, 
also an ex-president, and Robert McClellan. | 

The improvements in the accommodation of the library had been 
considerable. The general condition of the Society at this period 
was one of great prosperity, notwithstanding the civil war, which 
was then at its height; and the Society was always found, without 
a dissenting voice, doing its share in the work of saving the 
republic. ; 
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CHAPTER XL. 
DURING THE WAR. 


AIT a meeting held January 6th, 1864, the annual report of 
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of $4,512.60. 
The number of pupils in the drawing-school was reported to 


| the year to be 93 adults and 9 children, at an expenditure 


have been 367; the expenditures had been $1,051.98. 

A debating class of 62 members had been established. 

The annual report of the library committee showed the number 
of books in the Apprentices’ Library to be 23,572; in the De Milt 
iiptary, 3,700; total, 31,278. The number of readers was 4,302; 
of volumes loaned, 70,863. 

The library was closed this year one month earlier than usual, 
which would make a difference in number of volumes read, but still 
it was 9,697 more than in any previous year. 

The expenditures of Apprentices’ Library were $5,216.22, less 
$1,285.26 for pay-readers and catalogues, ete. 

The literary and scientific committee reported that the following 
lectures had been delivered : 

Rt.-Rev. T. M. Clark, “Inventions of the Age”; Dr. J..G. Hol- 
land, “The National Heart”; Rev. E. H. Chapin, “Europe and 
America”; Rev. A. A. Willetts, ‘““The Secret”; Rev. H. I. Foss, 
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“Aims and Ventures”; Rev. I. C. Dutcher, ‘‘ Grandfathers and 
Grandchildren”; and that the course would be completed by the 
delivery of two more—the last of which will be by James W. 
Gerard, Esq., on ‘Egypt and the Source of the Nile.” 

The expenditures were $991.62. 

At the annual meeting held January 12th, 1864, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


GEORGE R. Jackson, Presedent. Ricuarp E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
GrorGE F. Nessitt, Vzce-Pres. Witi1aM Van Norpben, Secretary. 
Joun T. Conover, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. WILLIAms, Cod. 


The president delivered his inaugural address. ( Vzde Appendix.) 

At a meeting held February 3d, 1864, the finance committee 
reported the receipts for the past year to have been $24,937.59, 
and the expenditures $30,341.47. The excess of expenditures over 
receipts was occasioned by the purchase of a U. S. 5-20 bond for 
$8,003.15. The assets of the Society were $284,355.61, and the 
liabilities were $8,216.36. Assets over liabilities, $276,139.25. 

At a meeting held March 2d, 1864, the Society voted a donation 
of $250 in aid of the Metropolitan Fair for the benefit of the 
Sanitary Commission. 

At a meeting held January 4th, 1865, the report of the pension 
committee showed that aid had been extended during the year to 
92 adults and 9 children, at an expenditure of $4,954.40. 

The number of pupils in the drawing-school had been 312; in 
the debating society, 4o. The expenditures had been $1,203.67. 

The number of volumes in the library were reported as follows: 
The Apprentices Library, 26,328; in the De Milt 3,755; numbes 
of readers, 6,053; number of volumes loaned, 109,875; expenditures, 
$6,050.30. For fines and catalogues, and from pay-readers, the 
sum of $1,834.17 had been received. 
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Mr. De Lamater, from the committee, made a report setting’ 
forth that the number of readers was increasing faster in proportion 
than the number of volumes in the libraries. The cost of books 
had also greatly increased, while a new catalogue had become 
necessary. The committee asked for an appropriation of $8,000 to 
meet the exigencies of the coming year. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee showed 
a course of lectures in progress, of which the following had been 
delivered : 

heomever, MM, Clark, ** Life in Boston’ in 1668”; Rev. Dr. 
Berectly, | jerusalem) as I saw it”; Rev. F.C. Ewer, “Ramble in 
California.” 

At the annual meeting held January roth, 1865, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


GeorGE F. Nessirt, Presedent. RicHarp E. Mount, 7veasurer. 

Joun T. Conover, V2ce-Pres. Wiuuram Van Norven, Secretary. 
. ) 

Wanbe B. WorraL.l, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. WIt.IiaMs, Col. 


The finance committee reported the receipts of the Society at 
$29,263.07; the expenditures at $26,427.59; the assets, $295,966.62, 
and the liabilities at $10,091.89. 

At a meeting held April 5th, 1865, on motion of Brother Wilson 
Small, seconded by Brother John E. Hoagland, the thanks of the 
Society were voted to the army and navy of the United States for 
the glorious victories recently achieved by their gallantry and_ skill. 


- It was voted that the following address and proceedings be published : 


The undersigned, officers of the General Society of Mechanics and Trades- 
men of the City of New-York, in carrying out the foregoing resolution, beg 
leave to tender to the officers and men of the army and navy of the United 
States the heartfelt thanks of each member of the Society, for their patience and 
endurance during the long struggle they have been engaged in to subdue the 
greatest rebellion the world has ever known, and which is now about closed. 
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The members of the Society also beg leave to join with the officers and men 
of the army and navy of the United States in rejoicing over the victories they 
have achieved on land and at sea, and particularly those last battles which may 
well be styled the death-blows of the Rebellion. 

The members of the Society beg leave also to tender their sympathies to the 
many families who have been bereaved by the loss or maiming of husband, 
father, son, brother, or friend during the great Rebellion, and to say to all such 
that the honor of being connected with either must, in such a cause, compensate 
to a certain extent for their bereavement. 

The officers of the Society beg leave to inform the officers and men of the 
army and navy that the resolution referred to above was unanimously adopted, 
at a meeting more numerously attended than any other for years; that the 
resolution was introduced by the mover in a speech replete with patriotism and 
eloquence; and that the patriotic remarks by various members fully entitle the 
Society to a position in the front rank of the upholders of the Constitution and 
laws of our beloved country. 

The officers of the Society beg leave respectfully to call attention to the 
following correspondence, as indicating that the General Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen of the City of New-York are not only patriots at the close of 
the Rebellion, but that they performed their part when the struggle began and 
during its continuance: 


CAMP OF IST N. Y. VOL. ENGINEERS, 
HEAD-QUARTERS ARMY OF THE JAMES, 
VARINA, VA., March 27th, 1865. 


GEO. W. FARNHAM, ESQ., Mechanics’ Soctety, N. Y.: 


Str: As you were chairman of the committee who presented to my regiment 
a stand of colors, on behalf of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen 
of the City of New-York, when we were organized in 1861, I have taken the 
liberty to ask, through you, that the Society present, on behalf of the regiment, 
the national color of this set, and a regimental color presented by the city 
of New-York, to the Bureau of Military Statistics at Albany, New-York. 

I inclose a letter addressed to Col. Lockwood L. Doty, Chief of the Bureau, 
giving the several battles and sieges in which we have been engaged. 

The national color which we are sending to the archives of the State has not 
been dishonored since you entrusted it to our care. It was the first flag that 
floated over Fort Pulaski after its recapture by the Union troops, and the 
first national flag that floated over Fort Wagner. 
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The number of engagements in which detachments of the regiment have 
taken part will show you that we have not been idle spectators in the great 
struggle. We represent almost every trade, and I believe the mechanical skill 
we have been able to bring together has added much to the efficiency of the 
army. 

We have to lament the loss of many good officers and men, whose names 
will ever be dear to us. Captain H. L. Southard, killed at Bermuda Hundred, 
was son of Hon. S. L. Southard, late Secretary of the Navy. He was as true 
and pure a patriot as this war has produced. He was an officer of much more 
than ordinary talent, and was greatly beloved by all good men. Lieutenant J. 
Howard Brooks, killed in front of Petersburg, was a young man of great 
promise, and although he had been with us only a few weeks, yet he had, by 
his manly bearing and talent, won his way to the confidence and esteem of all. 
I might name many other brave hearts who have given themselves a sacrifice 
in our cause, and over whom your flag has waved, and over whose remains 
it has rested. 

The flag has now become a veteran, worn out in the service, and unfit for 
_ duty in the field; and we return it, to take its place with others honored by 
service with our brothers of the State of New-York. 

The regimental color presented by you we still retain in the field, and we 
hope to bring it back for your disposition, after peace has been restored to 
our land, and we are permitted to go back to our homes and vocations of life. 


I am very truly your ob’t serv’t and brother, 
JAMES F. HAtt, 
Brt. Brig.-Genl., U. S. Vols., Col. Comdg. rst N. Y. Vol. Engineers. 


CAMP OF IST N. Y. VOL. ENGINEERS, 
HEAD-QUARTERS ARMY OF THE JAMES, 
VARINA, VA., March 27th, 1865. 
Colonel LocKwoop L. Doty, 


Chief of Bureau of Military Statistics, Albany, N. Y.:- 


COLONEL: I have this day forwarded by Adams & Co.’s Express, through 
the Mechanics’ Society, city of New-York, two flags of my regiment, one an 
American flag—one of a stand of colors presented to the regiment by the 
General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, and 
the other a regimental color presented by the city of New-York. The former 
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was the first national flag that floated over Fort Pulaski, after its surrender, 
and the first over Fort Wagner, on Morris Island. 

This regiment was raised in the city of New-York, in 1861, and has 
representatives from almost every county in the State. 

The several battalions of the regiment have participated in the following 
sieges and battles : 

Siege of Fort Pulaski, battle of James Island, battle of Pocotaligo, battle 
of Morris Island, siege of Fort Wagner, Fort Sumter, and Charleston ; 
battle of Olustée, siege of Petersburg, battle of Drury’s Bluff, battle of Proctor’s 
Creek, battles of Bermuda Hundred, battle of the James, battle of Honey Hill, 
battle of Coosawhatchie. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 

JAMES F. HALL, 
Brt. Brig.-Gen. U. S. Vols., Col. Comdg. rst N. Y. Engrs. 





Brother James Van Norden, after some remarks, moved the following reso- 
lutions, which were seconded by Brother George W. Farnham, and unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved, That this Society will gladly comply with the request of 
our esteemed brother, General James F. Hall, and that it be referred to the 
president to take charge of the glorious relics, and forward them to Colonel 
Doty, at Albany, with such communication as he may deem appropriate and 
proper. 

Resolved, That, viewing with exultant pride the gallant manner in which 
the flags presented by this Society to the First Regiment of New-York Volun- 
teer Engineers have been borne through so many battles, and planted first 
on captured forts, we tender to Brevet Brigadier-General Hall, and the brave 
officers and men of his command, the thanks of the General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen, as they are eminently entitled to those of our 
whole country. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to General Hall. 


GEORGE F. NESBITT, Preszdent. 
: JOHN T. CONOVER, rst Vice-President. 
WADE B. WoRRALL, 2d Vice-President. 


RICHARD E. MOUNT, Treasurer. 
WILLIAM VAN NORDEN, Secretary. 


At a meeting held May 3d, 1865, a committee was appointed 
to consider and report concerning the true interpretation of the 
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charter relative to the admission of those not residing in the city 
and county of New-York. The question was whether the omission 
of certain words in the act of 1833 repealed the provisions of the 
act of 1811, requiring that candidates for membership shall be so 
resident. The committee subsequently reported that they had taken 
legal advice on that point of the Hon. Murray Hoffman, who was 
of the opinion that the act of 1833 worked by implication a repeal 
of all previous enactments upon the subject, and that consequently 
a residence within the city and county of New-York was not 
required. Other legal gentlemen concurred in this opinion. The 
report was accepted, and a resolution adopting its suggestions was 
carried, declaring that such residence was not necessary. 
The following letter was received from Brevet General Hall: 


HEAD-QUARTERS, NEAR RICHMOND, 
CAMP SOUTHARD, May 16th, 1865. 
GEO. F. NESBITT, ESQ., Preszdent. 


My DEAR BROTHER: I received some days since your favor of the Ist inst., 
inclosing the resolutions of the Society; the package of books arrived on 
Saturday, and on Sunday the resolutions were read on dress parade. The 
officers and men of the First Engineer Regiment feel a great pride in the 
interest taken in us by your Society. The beautiful regimental color which you 
presented us is still a daily object of admiration, and as we can now add to its 
previous history the final battles of the Rebellion,— Petersburg, Richmond, and 
Appomattox Court House,—is doubly dear to us, and I know it will be to you 
when we return it to your custody after our united country has told us that our 
work is done,and that we may go back to our homes and peaceful vocations. 
In the name of my regiment and myself, I thank you for your attention to our 
request, and for the resolutions you have passed. Hoping it soon may be my 
good fortune to meet you and all my brothers of the Society in peace and unity, 


I am fraternally yours, 
JAMES F. HALL, 
Bt. Gen. U. S. Volunteers. 


It was resolved that a committee of five be appointed to arrange, 
on behalf of the Society, for the reception of the First N. Y. Volun- 
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teer Engineer Regiment upon its return to the city, and an appro- 
priation for the expenses of the reception, not to exceed $1,000, 
was ordered. (Vzde report of the committee, Appendix.) 

At a meeting held January 3d, 1866, the annual report of the 
committee on pensions showed the number relieved during the 
past year to have been gi adults and 7 children, at an expenditure 
of $5,193. 

The annual report of the school committee showed a total 
of 407 pupils in the drawing-school, and of 42 in the debating 
society. The average attendance was less. The expenditures were 
$1,208.95. The school was represented as being in a prosperous 
condition, and creditable mention was made of the services of the 
teachers. 

The library committee reported the number of volumes in the 
Apprentices’ Library at 29,873, and in the De Milt at 3,827—total, 
33,700. The number of readers during the year was 7,282; the 
number of volumes loaned, 135,840; the expenditures of the Ap- 
prentices’ Library were $11,511.86—less $2,167.91 received from 
catalogues and fines. The expenditures of the De Milt Library 
were $268.48. The committee reported a large increase in the 
number of readers. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee showed 
the following lectures delivered: 

Rev. R.-S. Storrs, “On Professor “O. MM) Mitchell (as)suae 
Gilmore, “Jeff Davis”; Rev. Bishop Simpson, “ Past and Future of 
our Country”; Rev. A. A. Willetts, “Domestic Happiness”; Rev. 
F. C. Ewer, “A Drop of Water”; 05. Misirewleti=™ Oncwreas 
and Yankee Nation”; Rev. James Priestly, ‘‘ Reminiscences of Mount 
Sinai”; Rev.” J..C. Dutcher,“ Little” Things) Rev. Wa seems 
“British Rule in India”; Rev. F. C. Ewer, ‘ Yosemite Valley”; 
Rev. A. A. Willetts, “The Ocean and its Children.” 
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At a meeting held January goth, 1866, the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 


Joun T. Conover, Preszdent, Ricuarp E. Mount, 7veasurer. 
Wave B. Worratt, Vice-Pres. WiLt1AM VAN NorpbEn, Secretary. 
Witson SMALL, 2d Vice-Pres. FRepEeRIcK W. WI..iams, Collector. 


The president delivered his inaugural address. (Vzde Appendix.) 

At a meeting held February 7th, 1866, the finance committee 
reported the receipts of the Society at $30,812.44; the expendi- 
tures at $28,820.70. The assets were 339,270.79; the liabilities, 
$8,904.32. Assets over liabilities, $330,366.47. 

An act of the Assembly was presented, authorizing the Society 
to withdraw the national color and two guide flags which were 
presented by that Society to the First Engineer Regiment, N. -Y. 
Volunteers, and which are now deposited in the Bureau of Military 
Record, if the Society substitute therefor the national flag and 
two guide colors presented to the said regiment by, the city of 
New-York, and which are now possessed by the said Society. 

At a meeting held October 3d, 1866, the new and revised 
code of by-laws was received, adopted, and ordered to be printed. 
(Vide Appendix.) 

At a meeting held October 24th, 1866, it was resolved that a 
committee of five, with the president and treasurer joined, be 
appointed to consider the expediency of removing the Society from 
its present location. The committee consisted of Brothers George 
R. Jackson, Thomas Jeremiah, A. F. Ockershausen, James Van 
Norden, C. H. Delamater. 

At a meeting held November 7th, 1866, the committee above- 
mentioned presénted a report. The following resolution was adopted: 

‘“ Resolved, That the matter of location be referred to-a com- 
mittee, to make inquiries where and at what prices a suitable site 
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for a hall for the Society can be obtained; and also to consider 
what financial arrangements it will be desirable for the Society to 
make for the purpose of carrying out the suggestions of the com- 
mittee, together with their views of the disposition of the present 
premises.” 

Brother Thomas Jeremiah offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That it be referred to the finance committee, to con- 
sider and report upon the practicability of economizing annually a 
specific percentage of the gross revenue for the purpose of creating 
and maintaining a ‘building fund,’ and of improving such real estate 
as may hereafter be purchased for the benefit of the Society.” 

At a meeting held January 2d, 1867, the annual report of the 
committee on pensions showed that during the year g2 adults and 
13 children had been relieved, at an expenditure of $5,477.88. 

The annual report of the library committee showed the num- 
ber of volumes in the Apprentices’ Library to be 32,105, and 
in the De Milt Library, 3,943 —total, 36,048. The number of 
readers had been: Apprentices, 3,852; of women, 2,588; of pay- 
readers, 525; of members, 177—total, 7,142. The number of 
volumes loaned was 125,943. The expenditures of the Apprentices’ 
Library had been $9,937.85, less pay-readers, catalogues, fines, 
etc., $2,126.98. The expenditures for the De Milt Library were 
$388.62. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee showed 
the expenditures to have been $991.03. The committee also reported 
a course of lectures in delivery by the following gentlemen, viz.: 
Rev. Noah H. Schenck, Rev. W. W. Hicks, Rev. A. A. Willetts, 
S. M. Hewlett. 

Brother George R. Jackson, chairman, presented a special report 
of the committee on a new location as follows: 

“The committee to whom was referred the change of location 
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most respectfully report that they have had numerous sessions, and 
several pieces of property under consideration, but two only of 
the number are deemed desirable. 

“One plot of ground, situated on the corner of Fourth Avenue 
and Twenty-third street, being 88 feet on Fourth Avenue and 175 
feet on Twenty-third street. Price for ground, $138,000. This 
would be an expensive property to improve; it would probably 
involve an outlay of $500,000 for land and improvements. 

“The other property under consideration is the plot of ground 
on Fourteenth street, adjoining the Academy of Music, being 
116 feet front and 122 feet deep. Price, $75.000. This is a very 
desirable shape to improve; we could put our lecture-room on the 
rear, and have four stories and basement on the front, 25 x 50 each; 
a hall-way of 16 feet to the rear building; a library on the second 
floor, front building; and the third floor could be used for janitor 
and school-room; the fourth floor could be rented for masonic or 
other purposes. We also made estimates of expenses ‘and rentals, 
and offer the following resolution : 

“Resolved, That the finance committee be instructed to purchase 
the plot of ground on the north side of Fourteenth street, 116 x 122, 
adjoining the Academy of Music, at a sum not to exceed $75,000.” 

At a meeting held January 2d, 1867, it was 

“ Resolved, That it be referred to the finance committee, to con- 
sider and report what financial arrangements will be necessary and 
expedient for the Society to make for the purchase of the plot of 
ground mentioned by the committee on location.” 

At the annual meeting held January 8th, 1867, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Wane B. WorraLL, President. Ricuarp E. Mount, Z7veas. 
Wixson SMALL, Vzce-Pres. Wa. Van Norben, Sec. 
Cornet ius H. DEeLamater, 2d V.-Pres. Frep. W. Wittiams, Col. 
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The newly elected president delivered his inaugural address. 
(Vide Appendix.) 

The annual report of the school committee showed that the 
classes had been as follows: free-hand drawing, 182 pupils; archi- 
tectural drawing, 48; mechanical, 28; mathematical, 12— total, 270. 
The expenditures had been $1,105.84. 

At a meeting held February 6th, 1867, the finance committee 
presented the general annual report up to January Ist, 1867. The 


receipts had been $39,641.13; the expenditures, $34,881.67. The’ 


assets were $393,929.21; the liabilities, $7,803.28. Assets over lia- 
bilities, $386,125.93. 

The question of a new location for the Society again came up. 
The chairman of the committee, Brother George R. Jackson, after 
some explanatory remarks, moved in behalf of the committee the 
following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the finance committee be instructed to purchase 
the plot of ground at the south-west corner of Fourth Avenue and 
Twenty-third street, being 83x175 feet, for a sum not to exceed 
$140,000.” 

It was moved that the resolution be laid on the table, and that 
a special meeting be called for the 2oth inst., to consider the same. 
This was lost—ayes, eighteen; nays, forty-four. Another resolution 
was offered, that the finance committee be instructed to purchase 
three lots of ground, 75x 100 feet, on Twenty-third street, 100 feet 
from the south-west corner of Fourth Avenue, at a sum not to exceed 
$45,000. This also was lost. Another resolution was offered, post- 
poning the consideration of the resolution offered by the committee 
until the next regular meeting. This was carried. 

There was a strong feeling at this meeting in favor of removal. 
but there was much difference of opinion respecting the locality 
and the amount of money which the Society should invest in the 
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new site. A small minority strongly felt that the Society 
should remain in its old quarters for the present, and_ until 
the sinking fund should reach a larger amount of money than 
could now be paid for the purpose. Ultimately, action was, with 
the usual caution of the Society, postponed. At the next meeting, 
the Society learned that the property in question had been sold. 
Opinion had so far changed that this was a cause of regret but 
to few. 

At a meeting held December 4th, 1867, upon motion of J. P. 
Simpson, the following resolution was referred to the library 
committee : 

“Resolved, That itis expedient to institute measures to extend 
the benefits of the library by opening reading-rooms in those 
sections of the city that will be within the reach of the greatest 
number of the mechanics’ apprentices, and that, in order to effect 
this object, the library committee be authorized to procure a 
suitable room in the vicinity of Grand street and East, Broadway ; 
and another in the vicinity of Greenwich Avenue and West Thir- 
teenth street, to be fitted up as reading-rooms for mechanics’ appren- 
tices, to be opened every evening except that of Sunday, from 
sunset until half-past nine o'clock, and to employ suitable persons 
to take charge of the same.” 

At a meeting held January 8th, 1868, the treasurer reported 
that he had received, from the estate of the late Peter Lorillard, 
$5,000, to be expended for the benefit of the library in the pur- 
chase of books. This matter was then referred to the finance 
committee, with instructions to prepare a suitable acknowledgment 
to be presented to the executors of the late Mr. Lorillard, and 
to report the same. 

The school committee reported the number of pupils in the 


drawing-school at 398—an increase over the number in previous 
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years. The committee suggested that the school be frequently 
visited by members of the Society. 

The general report of the library committee showed the number 
of books in the Apprentices’ Library to be 33,532; in the De Milt 
Library, 4,028—total, 37,560. The number of readers during the 
year was 6,344; the number of volumes loaned, 117,385. The 
expenditures of the Apprentices’ Library, less $1,845.41 received 
from pay readers, were $7,872.03. The expenditures of the De 
Milt Library were $328.59. The committee said: 

‘The history of the Apprentices’ Library, from its organization 
(forty-seven years ago), is a very interesting one. From a very 
small beginning it has grown up, under the fostering care of the 
Society, to be an institution of which the mechanics of the city 
may well feel proud. The attention of the committee has been 
called to a resolution passed at the last meeting of the Society, 
on the subject of opening two reading-rooms—one on the east 
and one on the west side of the city—for the purpose of affording 
an opportunity to young men and boys for spending their evenings 
in reading and improving their minds. Your committee has had 
this subject under serious consideration, and believe that the organ- 
ization of branch offices for the purposes mentioned would be of 
great benefit to the persons alluded to, and we hope that before 
long such branches to the library may be put in operation. Yet, 
in the opinion of your committee, the enterprise could not be suc- 
cessfully carried out without a much larger appropriation than 
they can reasonably expect at present.” 

The annual report of the literary and_ scientific committee 
announced the delivery of lectures by Rev. F. C. Ewer, John B. 
Gough, S. M. Hewlett, Rev. J. Hyatt Smith, and Richard O’Gor- 
man. The latter gentleman declined to receive any pecuniary com- 
pensation for his services. The expenditures were $1,618.85. 
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At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1868, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Witson SMALL, Preszdent. RicuHarp E. Mount, 7veas. 
Corne.tius H. DELAmaTER, V.-Pres. WitttaAm Van Norpb_en, See. 
A: F. OcKERSHAUSEN, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W..WILLIAMs, Col. 


At a meeting held February 5th, 1868, the finance committee 
made their yearly report, stating the receipts of the Society to 
January tst, 1868, to have been $35,263.34; the expenditures, 
$42,499.84. The large excess of expenditures over receipts was 
occasioned by investments in United States securities to the amount 
of $16,143.75. The assets of the Society were stated at $401,397.09 ; 
the liabilities at $7,507.66. Assets over liabilities, $393,889.43. 

Wilson Small, Esq., the newly elected president, delivered his 
inaugural address. (Vzde Appendix. ) 

Daniel D. Wright was elected treasurer, to fill a vacancy. 

“At a meeting held July rst, 1868, the president stated that the 
exchange of battle-flags between the Bureau of Military Statistics at 
Albany and this Society, for some time pending, had at last been 
effected, and that the national flag presented by the Society to the 
Volunteer Regiment of Engineers was now with the other flags of 
the regiment, in the case prepared for them. 

The sum of $5,500, received by the finance committee from the 
insurance companies in payment of losses sustained by the Society 
through the late fire, was ordered to be paid over to the treasurer. 

At a meeting held January 6th, 1869, the annual report of the 
committee on pensions showed that their expenditures during the 
year had been $6,810, as follows: Pensions paid to members, 
$1,622; pensions paid to widows, $4,043; to children, $270; dona- 
tions to members, $40; to widows, $466; funeral expenses of 
members, $116; of widows, $200; sundry expenses, $53. The 
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whole number of pensioners on the books of the committee were 5 
aged and infirm members, 77 widows, and 15 minor children of 
deceased members. The committee made some interesting state- 
ments. The oldest member on the pension list had been for sixty- 
six years a member of the Society. Of the widows it was stated 
that most were well advanced in years, and a few had reached 
extreme old age. During the previous year, the committee had 
visited all the pensioners resident in New-York and the neighbor- 
ing cities. Although many of them were found poor, none were 
degraded, many were highly respectable, and some were educated 
and refined. All were worthy, and every one expressed deep grati- 
tude to the Society for the benefits bestowed. Some interesting 
accounts were given of the widows relieved by the Society. The 
son of one of them was killed in the battle of the Wilderness. The 
son of another was starved to death in Salisbury prison. The 
oldest son of another was killed in the battle of the Wilderness; 
her second son, after participating in many battles, had become dis- 
abled by disease; her third son, enlisting at the age of fifteen years, 
after participating in many battles, came home safe. As a rule, the 
conduct of the orphan beneficiaries of the Society had been exem- 
plary and encouraging. Some of them had themselves become 
members of the Society. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the whole 
number of pupils in the drawing-school to have been 460; the 
expenditures $1,257.54. 

The annual report of the library showed the number of books 
in the Apprentices’ Library to be 37,807; in the De Milt wiagae 
in the Lorillard, 843; total, 42,740. The number of readers had 
been 5,246; of volumes loaned, 96,860. The library had been 
closed for some time early in the year, in consequence of fire, and 
while repairs were being made. The money received from the 
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estate of the late Peter Lorillard ($5,000) had been appropriated for 
the purchase of useful and standard books. The expenditures were : 
Apprentices’ Library, $14,770.64; De Milt, $370.20. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee reported 
the following lectures delivered : 

Rev. E. H. Chapin, “ Building and Being”; Rev. F. C. Ewer, 
“Darwin’s Theory”; Rev. R. H. Thompson, “John Bull at Home”: 
Rev. A. R. Thompson, “A Word or Two about Words”; Colonel 
F. A. Conkling, ‘Decisive Battles of America”; Wendell Phillips, 
“Lost Arts.” 

The expenditures were $1,312.82. 

The finance committee presented their annual report, which 
stated the financial situation of the Society as follows: Receipts for 
the year, $34,579.99; expenditures, $32,150.57; assets, $408,640.43 ; 
liabilities, $7;507.66. Assets over liabilities, $401,132.77. There 
was this year an excess of receipts over expenditures of $2,429.22, 
but included in the former were the $5,500 received frorn the insur- 
ance companies. There was, in fact, making this reduction, an 
excess of expenditures over receipts. 

At the annual meeting held January 12th, 1869, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Cornet tius H. DELAMATER, /7es. DaniEL D. Wricut, 7veas. 
Apo.Lpuus F. OcKERSHAUSEN, .- Pres. W1LLIAM Van NorbDeEn, Sec. 
GeorGE I. Byrn, 2d Vtce-Pres. FREDERICK W. WILLIAMS, Cod. 


The newly elected president, Cornelius H. Delamater, Esq., de- 
livered his inaugural address.. (Vzde Appendix.) 

The fire which had taken place in Mechanics’ Hall suggested 
various changes; and there was much difference of opinion respect- 
ing alterations which would really be improvements. Discussion, 
however, brought substantial agreement, and several changes which 
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were evidently desirable were made, including an entrance to the 
school-room from Broadway. 

At a meeting held September Ist, 1869, the finance committee 
suggested that some order should be immediately taken relative to 
leasing the property of the Society at the corner of Broadway and 
Park Place, as the present lease would expire on the 30th of April 
next. This property had become very valuable, and highly desirable 
as a location for banks, insurance companies, or other moneyed insti- 
tutions. The Society, therefore, passed the following careful resolution : 

“Resolved, That the finance committee be and are hereby 
instructed to make known to the public that they are prepared 
to receive proposals for leasing the property of the Society at 
the corner of Broadway and Park Place; and to report to the 
Society such proposals as they may receive.” 

In accordance with this resolution the finance committee adver- 
tised the property to lease, and received some applications, but found 
that builders were unwilling to make satisfactory offers, as no 
authority had been given to the committee, and no price had been 
fixed upon. During the remainder of the year the subject was 
much discussed, but no satisfactory proposal presented itself. 

At a meeting held January 5th, 1870, the treasurer in his report 
stated that the income from the sale of gold would be much less during 
the current year. If the real estate of the Society could be favorably 
leased, an increase of income would ensue, which would remedy the 
deficiency and free the Society from debt incurred during the last year. 

The committee on pensions reported that aid had been extended 
during the year to 90 adults and 16 children, at an expenditure 
of $6,855. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the expendi- 
tures for instruction during the past year to have been $1,571.97. 

The annual report of the library committee showed the number 
of books in the Apprentices’ Library to be 39,785; in the De Milt 
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Library, 4,223; from the Lorillard bequest, 1,440; total, 45,448. 
The number of readers during the year had been 6,321; the number 
of volumes loaned, 105,892. The expenditures had been $10,426.08 
for the Apprentices’ Library, less money received from fines and 
catalogues ($963.16). Actual expenditures, $9,462.92. Expenditures 
of the De Milt Library, $303.35. 

The literary and scientific committee reported lectures delivered 
by John B. Gough, Rev. E. H. Chapin, George W. Curtis, P. 
Du Chaillu, George Vandenhoff, and Professor L. Youmans.  Ex- 
penditures, $1,571.12. F 

At the annual meeting held January 11th, 1870, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


ApoLpHus F. OcKERSHAUSEN, Pres. DanteEL D. Wricut, 7veas. 
GEORGE 1. Byrp, Vzce-Pres. Witiiam Van Norpen, See. 
James I. Burnet, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. WILLIAMS, Cod/, 


The finance committee presented their annual report of the 
financial condition of the Society during the past year. The receipts 
of the Society had been $31,572.33; the expenditures, $35,378.77. 
Excess of expenditures over receipts, $3,806.44. The assets of the 
Society were $404,630.40; the liabilities, $9,507.66. 

At a meeting held February 3d, 1870, Adolphus F. Ocker- 
shausen, the newly elected president, delivered his inaugural address. 
(Vide Appendix.) 

A proposal was received from the Security Insurance Company, 
offering to lease the land and premises of the Society, at the north- 
west corner of Park Place and Broadway, at a yearly rent of 
$24,100, for the term of twenty-one years, from May Ist, 1870, 
with two renewals of twenty-one years each, at the rate of seven 
per cent. upon the appraised value of the land at the time of such 
renewals respectively, the terms of the lease to be substantially like 
those contained in the leases of the Columbia College property in 
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this city, the Society to erect a first-class building of brick or stone 
within the first year of the term, to cost not less than $100,000. 

The offer was at the same meeting accepted. 

At a meeting held March 2d, 1870, Brother Amos F. Hatfield, 
architect, presented to the Society a large photograph of the build- 
ing at the corner of Park Place and Broadway, recently taken by 
him, which was accepted. The secretary was instructed to have 
the picture framed and suspended in the meeting-room. 

Brother James Van Norden reported that the tablet which was 
on the front of the building at the corner of Broadway and Park 
Place had been taken down, and deposited in the Society’s rooms. 
The matter of disposing of the tablet was referred to the school 
committee, with power. 7 

At a meeting held June ist, 1870, Brother John H. Waydell 
stated that Brother Jacob A. Westervelt, for many years a prominent 
ship-builder of this city, being about to retire from business, and 
having a number of models and pictures of celebrated vessels built 
by him, would be pleased to present them to the Society. He 
also informed the Society that Brothers Richard and Cornelius C. 
Poillon would be pleased to present to the Society a number of 
models and pictures of vessels built by them. The donations. were 
received with the thanks of the Society, and the matter was referred 
to the school and library committees. 

At a meeting held July 6th, 1870, the finance committee reported 
that the corner-stone of the old Mechanics’ Hall, at the corner of 
Park Place and Broadway, had been delivered to the Society. It 
was found imbedded in sand, with its face downward, and in as 
good condition as when it was deposited. It was of brown stone, 
with the following inscription on its face: 

“This stone was laid for the Hall of the General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, on the 2d day 
of August, 1802, in the 27th year of American independence.” 
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T a meeting held January 4th, 1871, the treasurer, in his 
annual report, stated that the slight stringency in the 
exchequer which had existed for nearly two years had at 
last been happily relieved. Should no unexpected exigency occur, the 
income of the Society would be much larger the present year than 
ever before. A century ago, it was with extreme difficulty that its 
current needs were provided for. Since that period, and previous to 
the past seven years, not only had a large indebtedness been extin- 
‘guished, but between $40,000 and $50,000 had been added to the 
funded values of the Society. The treasurer also suggested that the 
policy of economy should not be abandoned, but out of the income 
of the future a certain amount should be set aside, principal and 
interest, to remain inviolate, to be devoted to whatever specific pur- 
poses this ancient and honorable corporation might determine upon. 

The report of the committee on pensions showed that the roll 
contained 92 names, viz.: those of nine members, 75 widows, and 8 
children. The expenditures had amounted to $7,415. 
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The annual report of the school committee showed the whole 
number of pupils in drawing, penmanship, etc., to have been 456, 
and the expenditures $2,586.76. 

The report of the library committee showed the number of 
books in the Apprentices’ Library to be 42,202; in the De Milt 
Library, 4,278; from the Lorillard bequest, 2,287. The number of 
readers had been 5,482. The committee reported further, that the 
Lorillard bequest had been expended for books, in accordance with 
the directions of the donor. The policy pursued by the committee 
in expending the Lorillard devise had been to purchase such books 
as would render the entire collection most complete. It was deter- 
mined to keep the books purchased from the Lorillard bequest by 
themselves. Progress had been made toward completing a supple- 
mentary catalogue, which would be issued some time in February. 
The expenditures of the Apprentices’ Library had been $10,083.68; 
of the De Milt Library, $230.05. 

The literary and scientific committee reported that the follow- 
ing persons had lectured during the year: Wendell Phillips, Rev. 
Noah H. Schenck, Samuel S. Cox, C. Fa Chandler, Georoomians 
denhoff, and Mrs. George Vandenhoff. Expenditures had been 
$1,676.64. 

At the annual meeting held January toth, 1871, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


GeorGE I. Byrp, Preszdent. DanieL D. Wricut, 7veasurer. 
James I. Burnet, Vice-Pres. Wititiam Van Norpven, Secretary. 
Henry WItson, 2d Vice-Pres. FREDERICK W. WiuutaMs, Collector. 


The president on taking the chair made a short address, con- 
gratulating the Society upon its continued prosperity. 

The finance committee reported the receipts for the year at 
$36,482.48; the expenditures at $31,145.34. The assets of the 
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Society were stated at $401,851.56; the liabilities at $7,507.66. 
Assets over liabilities, $394,343.90. 

At a meeting held February rst, 1871, Brother Thomas Jeremiah 
presented resolutions to establish a sinking fund, pledged to the 
purchase of land in a suitable location and the erection of a hall 
thereon for the purposes of the Society. The resolutions were 
referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Jeremiah, 
Patterson, Ockershausen, Palmer, and Wright. 

At a meeting held April 5th, 1871, the committee on the sinking 
fund reported the following resolutions : 

“Resolved, That a fund be hereby established, to be called the 
building and sinking fund, the object of which shall be the purchase 
of a suitable site and building, or the erection of a suitable building 
upon such site as the Society may select, to be used as a hall for 
its meetings and the general transaction of its business, the said 
fund to be continued until the extinction of all debt which shall 
remain upon the said site and the building after its purchase and 
completion. 

“ Resolved, Vhat for the maintenance of said fund the treasurer 
be authorized to pay over to its managers, from the income of the 
Society for the year 1871, the sum of $10,000, and a like sum 
annually during the existence of the said fund, the managers also 
to receive such additional appropriations of surplus as the Society 
may be able from time to time to make, together with donations 
and bequests from its members. 

“Resolved, That the treasurer, with two other members, to be 
chosen annually, as other members of standing committees are 
chosén, shall be known as ‘managers of the building and sinking 
fund,’ whose duty it shall be to invest and keep invested the said 
fund, with its accumulations, upon securities to be approved by the 
Society; and whenever the surplus revenue for the year shall, from 
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unforeseen circumstances, fall below the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
as herein directed to be retained by the managers, they shall have 
power, and they are hereby instructed, to reduce such sum, so that 
it shall be equal to but not exceed the surplus of any such year.” 

In accordance with the above resolutions, the president nomi- 
nated and the Society appointed the following members, to con- 
stitute, with the treasurer, the managers of the building and sinking 
fund, viz.: Thomas Jeremiah, John Palmer. 

At a meeting held December 6th, 1871, the secretary announced 
the death of Brother William Van Norden, upon which Brother 
William Otis Munroe offered the following preamble and resolutions, 
which were adopted: 

“Whereas, We have heard with deep regret of the sudden death 
of our esteemed brother, William Van Norden, intimately connected 
for many years with the Society in various responsible positions— 
as a member of the library committee for ten years, during three 
of which he was its secretary, and for four years its chairman, and 
then, since 1854, as secretary of the Society, and as librarian of 
the Apprentices’ Library, during all of which time he has exhibited 
a praiseworthy zeal and proved himself alive to the best interests 
of the Society ; 

“Resolved, That in the death of our lamented associate the 
Society has sustained a severe loss; that his sudden removal has 
deprived them of a most worthy member, an able and efficient 
secretary, and an accomplished and faithful superintendent of the 
library. 

“Resolved, That the present prosperous condition of the library 
is chiefly owing to his zealous devotion to its interests, and to 
his untiring efforts to extend the sphere of its usefulness during 
the many years in which he was connected with it as its leading 


official. 
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“ Resolved, That we bear cheerful testimony to his many kindly 
qualities of head and heart, to his strict integrity, his untiring 
zeal for the welfare of the Society, and to his well-stored mind, 
which so eminently fitted him to fill the onerous and responsible 
offices consigned to his care. 

* “ Resolved, That we express our heartfelt Praca with his 
bereaved family, and pray with them that He who, in His infinite 
wisdom, has seen fit to remove him from the midst of his labors 
so congenial to his taste, may inspire them with strength to bear 
meekly the heavy affliction that has fallen upon them.” 

It was also resolved that the salary of the late secretary be 
continued to the end of the year and paid over to his family. 

Brother Thomas Earle volunteered to act as secretary during 
the remainder of the official year. 

A communication was received from A. F. Hastings, receiver 
of the Security Insurance Company, asking .the consent of the 
Society to a sale of the lease of the property at the corner of 
Broadway and Park Place. The subject was referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of the finance committee and the a of the 
Society, with power. 

John A. Browning was appointed to a scholarship in Columbia 
College, in accordance with the recommendation of the school com- 
mittee. 

At a meeting held January 3d, 1872, the treasurer made a favor- 
able report of the monetary interests of the Society during the 
past year. 

The annual report of the committee on pensions showed that 
aid had been extended during the year to 91 adults and 9 children, 
to the amount of $7,840. Ninety pensioners remained upon the 
roll. 


The school committee reported 51 pupils during the year in 
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mechanical and architectural drawing ; ‘Ig in penmanship and book- 
keeping, and 271 in free-hand drawing. Total, 341. Expenditures, 
$2,586.76. 

The library committee presented their annual report, showing the 
number of volumes in the Apprentices’ Library to be 44,190; in the 
De Milt, 4,340; purchased from the Lorillard bequest, 2,283; total, 
50,813. The number of readers was as follows: apprentices, 3,739 ; 
women, 2,249; paying readers, 161; members, 145. The number 
of volumes loaned was 110,130. The expenditures of the Appren- 
tices’ Library were $11,379.09, less catalogues, payment by readers, 
and fines—$1,462.91; net expenditures of the Apprentices’ Library, 
$9,916.18. Expenditures of the De Milt Library, $348.66. 

The literary and scientific committee reported that lectures had 
been delivered during the past season by the following gentlemen: 
Professor E. L. Youmans, George W. Curtis, James E. Murdoch, 
Rev. G. I. Mingins, Rev. John Hall, David Mitchell, I. I. Sedgwick, 
and George Vandenhoff.: The expenditures were $2,136.68. 

The annual report of the building and sinking fund committee 
stated that it had drawn from the treasurer the allotted amount for 
the year, and had invested the same in United States 5-20-1867 
bonds, viz.: $9,000 at 111%, equal to $10,001.25. 

At the annual meeting held January oth, 1872, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


James I. Burnet, Preszdent. DanieEL D. Wricut, 7veasurer. 
Henry Witson, V2ce-Pres: Tuomas Ear eg, Secretary. 


WicuraAM H. Gepney, 2d V.-Pres. FREDERICK W. WILLiams, Col. 


Brother W. H. Gedney offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

“Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to procure 
the passage of an amendment to the charter of the Society, at the 
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present session of the Legislature of the State, permitting the Society 
to hold property not exceeding in value $1,500,000, and that all 
members, citizens of the United States, shall be entitled to all its 
privileges and benefits, and eligible to any of its offices.” 
Messrs. Gedney, Earle, and Walker were appointed such committee. 
At a meeting held February 7th, 1872, the finance committee 
presented their general annual report, as follows: 


RECEIPTS. 

Rent Park Place property, . . . . . . . $24,100.00 
Meechambers street; property, =. /e « : 3,000.00 
‘Mechanics’ Hall, paar aes 7,999.95 

Dividend Mechanics’ Neonal Bank rock —_: 22750. 

BA recesieOikl GOwSCCULILICS,« s)4h ic. Wer | pays nie * 2,580.00 

Phreinienetine) Care page) 6 Cw Ae rere 298.56 

Initiation teesy |. Pee TAS! 1,150.00 

U. S. bonds, sold $8,000 it 1IO oe Serta Dale 8,840.00 

Library Committee, . . . he) Bee bie 1,462.91 

EXPENDITURES. $51,458.92 

Sonica etme IEE Mee ol ke $125.00 

Taxes and Se Se Zook Se ee ee 1,519.45 

Salaries. t.0: nh ak hes Pere Ae Re al 1,789.50 

ieee nonus andunterest,). 9: 70 Sw §,072 207 

PCCM OOMINItCCe, saa et ai eh ree Ae SOFA 

Mommittee-on Pensions). 40 io.) «se 7,840.00 

“oval vata eUCretea fri lgtetens pet es ween 2,579.46 

SRT SNES Ae ha ao Mae ieee eal a 1e OY Le emote 

De Milt as SETicae aat 348 .66 

Literary and Seen Corrie Bere ee re 2,136.68 

$39,864 .88 

Rercesy fees ee edad eri hiyye at ss coarse SP 51,458 292 

la gare teeealvdess, (Ce a ah Ae eee aa 39,864 .88 

Pix Coss Olmivecelp (cma ir amet os h tet ts 0a, $11, 594.04 
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ASSETS. 

Real estate Park Place and Broadway, . . $200,000.00 
ii 3 Crosby street and Broadway, . 100,000 .00 
iH iy Leasehold Chambers street, . . 4,000 .0O 

Fight hundred and eleven shares Mechanics’ 
Nationals Bank ‘stock, pat, ae 20,275.00 
United States bonds, par, yee oe Tee 43,000.00 

: “Building and Sinking 
Fund, $9,000, par, . ; I0,OOI .25 
Books’.and furniture,’ ee 41,000.00 
Cash with treasurer.) =) aie oe 5,476.26 
‘ ‘Committees; “ee 2,698 .09 
$426,450.60 

LIABILITIES. 

Dueslibrary 2 Und eee ee $1,907.66 

‘ 3Deé Milt Uibraryss ee ees OC Cr 

PA ee eI terest eee ee ee 300.00 
hy os ‘ Improvement, 4 Be 300 .00— $7,507.66 
Assets over liabilities, ... | . . |  S 4igo4zeen 


At a meeting held March 6th, 1872, was presented the act 
passed by the Legislature of the State of New-York, in accordance 
with the petition agreed upon January gth, 1872. ( Vzde Appendix.) 

The school committee recommended that the vacant scholarship 
in Columbia College be conferred upon Charles E. Jackson, which 
recommendation was confirmed. 

At a meeting held June t1gth, 1872, the death was reported of 
Brother Frederick W. Williams, collector, who for many years had 
held that office. It was ordered that his salary be paid to his widow 
during the remainder of his official term. Brother W. Otis Munroe 
kindly offered ‘to perform the duties of the office gratuitously for 
the remainder of the financial year. 
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The committee appointed at a previous meeting to select burial 
lots, stated that they had the refusal of twelve lots in the Cypress 
Hill Cemetery, containing four hundred superficial feet each. They 
recommended that the committee be authorized to purchase these 
lots, and it was so authorized. 

At a meeting held September 4th, 1872, the committee above- 
mentioned reported the purchase of the burial lots in Cypress Hill 
Cemetery. It was instructed to have the lots graded at once, and 


to report upon the matter of fencing the lots. 


At a meeting held January 8th, 1873, the treasurer reported the 
receipts of the Society for the past year to have been $65,455.66; the 
disbursements, $65,134.58; balance, $321.08. Balance in United 
States Trust Company, $4,737.50. Total balance, January 1st, 1873, 
$5,058.58. 

The treasurer in his report said: ‘I claim it an honor to act 
with and for an institution that for more than four score years has 
kept the even tenor of its way of usefulness and benevolence, 
unspotted before the world.” 

The finance committee also reported its receipts during the year 
to have been $3,174.97; its disbursements, $2,891.07; its balance to 
be $283.90. It also reported the buildings of the Society to be in 
good condition. At the corner of Broadway and Park Place a new 
and substantial building had been erected, in accordance with the 
terms of the lease. The property on Chambers street had been 
repaired and repainted by the lessee. The property at Broadway 
and Crosby street had been repaired and-repainted, and was in 
very good condition. 

The annual report of the committee on pensions showed that 
relief had been extended to 86 adults and 8 children. The total 
expenditures were $7,310. At present there were 85 pensioners 
under its charge, viz.: 5 members, 74 widows, and 6 children. The 
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committee added the following: ‘‘ Two of the members on the pension 
roll have been for a number of years in a very sick and helpless 
condition, and are wholly dependent on the committee for their 
means of support. There are no hopes of their recovery. The other 
three members, though all verging on eighty years of age, are in 
comparatively good health for their time of life. By the assistance of 
friends they are placed above fear of want, and the pension of $156 
per annum is a great help and solace to them in their declining years. 
The seventy-four widows vary in age from forty-five to eighty-eight 
years. They are each allowed a pension of $52 per annum, besides 
donations from time to time; many of them are able by industry to 
contribute to their own support; others who are aged are taken care 
of by relatives and friends; and there are two who have been sick 
and helpless for several years, one of whom is wholly, and the other 
partially, supported by the committee. The committee have much 
satisfaction in stating that, although most of these widows are very 
poor, they are all respectable and worthy the support of the Society.” 

The school committee reported that during the year 526 pupils 
had been instructed, as follows: free-hand drawing, 347; book-keep- 
ing and writing, 90; architectural drawing, 47; mechanical drawing, 
42. The expenditures had been $2,496.86. Good progress was re- 
ported by the committee in the different departments of the school. 

The annual report of the library committee showed the whole 
number of volumes in the Apprentices’ Library to be 37,202; in the 
De Milt Library, 4,509; total, 41,711. The number of readers had 
been as follows: apprentices, 4,205; women, 2,813; pay readers, 121; 
members of the Society, 125; total, 7,264. The number of volumes 
loaned were 121,550. The expenditures of the Apprentices’ Library 
were $9,989.52, less $1,167.55 paid for catalogues, fines, etc. Actual 
expenditure, $8,821.97. The expenditures of the De Milt Library 
were $344.56. 
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The literary and scientific committee presented their annual 
report, from which it appeared that lectures had been delivered 
Pye teeetieeWatwick)) Peter Stryker, Charles, -F.. Deems, G. T. 
Mingins, E. S. Youmans, George W. Curtis, James E. Murdoch, 
and John B. Gough. The expenditures were $2,003.13. The 
lectures were reported to have been very largely attended. 

The annual report of the building and sinking fund committee 
showed the following schedule of assets on hand January Ist, 1873: 


United States five-twenty (1867) bonds, cost, . $10,001.25 


: se ss eieN hs) Sk Pees eLO,EO2256 
Interest on-United States bonds, . . . . . 540.00 
BeeOIMTeOne COM semrwer ets NP | 68 .85 
PreLCSmOL MCA NOAnSHeert sits: 415-32 ey Pips Ae 
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At this time it appeared that this important trust had been 
reduced to perfect working order. It was felt that under the fostering 
aid of the Society, and through careful, vigilant, and skillful guardian- 
ship, the building and sinking fund would prove a valuable auxiliary 
in the benevolent operations of the Society, whose duty it was to care 
for the aged, the widowed, and the fatherless. The committee also 
mentioned in appropriate terms the death of the venerable proposer 
and constructor of the fund, Brother Thomas Jeremiah. 

A communication was received from the Mechanics and Traders’ 
Association of Brooklyn, thanking the Society for a donation of 
nearly one thousand volumes of books. — 

At the annual meeting held January 14th, 1873, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Henry Witson, Preszdent. DanieL D. WriGutT, 7veas. 
Witiiam H. Gepney, Vce-Pres. TuHomas Earte, Secretary. 
Ws. Oris Munror, 2d Vice-Pres. Joun E. Hoacranp, Collector. 
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A resolution was offered by Brother Henry Moore, as follows: 

‘Resolved, That the Society, recognizing the influence that woman 
is exciting in the community at the present time, will forthwith open 
a day school for women, the mornings to be devoted to ordinary 
English studies, and the afternoons to the study of telegraphy, 
drawing, and stenography.” The resolution failed of a passage. 

At a meeting held February 5th, 1873, the finance committee 
made its annual report. The receipts were stated at $60,631.40; 
the expenditures at $30,067.19; balance, $30,564.21. The assets 
were stated at $563,839.21; the liabilities at $7,507.66; assets over 
liabilities, $556,331.55. 

At a meeting held March 5th, 1873, Brother. H, Us Slotemaa 
accordance with notice given by him at the last meeting, offered 
the following preamble and resolution : 

“Whereas, The present location of our library, school, and place 
of meeting, although exceedingly valuable for commercial and busi- 
ness purposes, 1s not now calculated for its original uses, from its 
lower position in the city; and thinking it a duty to seek for another 
and more central location, 

“Resolved, That the finance committee be and they are hereby 
instructed to advertise our present location, in any manner which it 
may deem advisable, offering a lease for a term of years, with cov- 
enants of renewal, and obligations to build thereon and improve the 
same, the said lease to date from May rst, 1874; or if the com- 
mittee deem proper, to consider the propriety of selling the estate. 

“ Resolved, Vhat the finance committee be likewise instructed, 
during the interim, to ascertain upon what terms a building could 
be leased for the temporary purposes of the Society, if the present 
estate should be disposed of.” 

Brother Mare Eidlitz offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tions, which were adopted : 








wn, Yee Pees a oe Te ay Ae i ede RC 
— | % ’ 7, s , 


1875] MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 183 


“ Whereas, It appears advisable to take into consideration the 
acquisition of a suitable building lot, and the erection thereon of 
proper buildings for a new Mechanics’ Hall; therefore, 

“ Resolved, That a committee consisting of the president, vice- 
presidents, one representative of each standing committee, and four 
other brothers nominated by the chair, be appointed to take into 
consideration the propriety of an immediate change of location, and 
to prepare an estimate of the probable cost of suitable land and of 
the appropriate buildings to be erected thereon; and also to recom- 
mend to the Society a feasible financial scheme for carrying out the 
object of this resolution.” 

The president appointed, as such committee, Messrs. Henry L. 
Slote, Marc FEidlitz, Andrew Mills, Daniel D. Wright, John T. 
Conover, John Nichol, H. M. Smith, William H. Gedney, Thomas 
Earle, Freeman Bloodgood, Christian Metzgar, W. Otis Munroe, 
Henry Wilson. 

At a meeting held April 2d, 1373, the by-laws were amended, 
providing that the regular meetings of the Society should be held on 
the first Wednesday of May, June, and September, at 8 o'clock p. M. 
Certain committees were required to report quarterly. Donations, 
by another amendment, were limited to twenty dollars in one month ; 
and another amendment limited funeral expenses in each case to 
eighty dollars. 

At a meeting held January 7th, 1874, the treasurer presented 
his annual report, showing the receipts for the past year to have 
been $62,816.20; the disbursements to have been $62,760.47, includ- 
ing, among other items, cash in United States Trust Company, on call, 
$21,000 ; building and sinking fund, $10,268.12; pensions, $7,500; 
library, $10,300 ; literary and scientific committee, $1,900; the 
balance was $4,055.73. Amidst great financial depression and loss, 


the investments of the Society remained intact. 
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The finance committee reported its receipts at $6,020.46, and its 
disbursements at $5,499.23, with a balance of $521.23. 

The committee on pensions reported its receipts at $8,619; its 
disbursements at $7,311; balance, $1,308. The number of pensioners 
on the roll call was stated at 8o. 

The school committee reported its receipts at $3,414.36; its 
disbursements at $2,868.94; balance, $545.42. The number of 
pupils in the drawing-school was reported to have been 490. Four 
free-hand drawing teachers, with one architectural, one mechanical, 
and one teacher of book-keeping and writing, were employed. 

The annual report of the library committee stated the feceipts 
of the Apprentices’ Library to have been $12,953.96; its disburse- 
ments, $12,117.61; balance, $836.35. The receipts of the De Milt 
Library had been $385.10; the disbursements, $378.66 ; balance, 
$6.44. The number of volumes in the Apprentices’ Library was 
reported to be 47,640; in the De Milt Library, 4,657; total, 52,297. 
The number of readers during the year had been 7,261; of volumes 
loaned, 112,118. - Approbation was expressed of the manner in 
which the library was now managed. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee showed 
the receipts to have been $2,670.88; the disbursements, $1,586.06 ; 
balance, $1,084.82. Lectures had been delivered, during the season, 
by Rev. William Ormiston, T. T, Sedgwick, T. H. Warwick, Bret 
Harte, W. C. Richards, and’ IT. De. Gordova: 

The building and sinking fund committee reported the total 
amount of the fund to be $32,075.97, invested in United States 
bonds, New-York City bonds, and in savings banks. The fund 
was reported to be in a healthy and growing condition, and the 
committee expressed the hope that, if generously nurtured and care- 
fully guarded, it might prove itself of great value to the Society. 

The report of the secretary, upon this occasion, was particularly 
interesting. It appeared from his statements that at this time there 
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were upon the rolls of the Society the names of 1,059 members. 
Of these, 570 were regularly notified of the appointed meetings of 
the Society. Of those not thus regularly notified, many were living 
in localities outside the city and its environs, their address and 
whereabouts being unknown to the Society. It was a curious cir- 
cumstance that, during the year comprehended in the report, thir- 
teen old members had died, and fourteen new members had been 
admitted to the Society. This did not show an _ increase; but 
neither did it show any important diminution. At the same time, it 
was considered somewhat remarkable that the’ increase of member- 
ship, considering its great advantages, had not been larger. 

Upon a report from the committee having the matter in charge, 
it appeared that the lots adjoining those of the Society, six in num- 
ber, could be purchased at $80 each, with interest from the date of 
the last purchase of the Society. The committee was thereupon 
instructed to purchase these additional lots. 

At the annual meeting held January 13th, 1874, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Wivuiam H. Gepney, Preszdent. DaniEL D. Wricut, 7veas. 
Wituram Otis Muwnrog, Vzce-Pres. Tuomas Earte, Secretary. 
Haviran M. Situ, 2d Vice-Pres. J. E. Hoacranp, Collector. 


At a meeting held February 4th, 1874, William H. Gedney, 
the president elected, delivered his inaugural address. (Vzde Ap- 
pendix. ) 

The finance committee reported the balance on hand, January 
Ist, 1874, to be $30,565.66, and the receipts for the year to have 
been $73,693.81. The expenditures were stated at $33,259.85. 
Balance to the credit of the committee, $40,433.96. The assets of 
the Society were stated at $573,708.96, and the liabilities at 
$7,507.66. Thus, the assets over liabilities were $566,201.30. 
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At this meeting, Brother W. A. Walker presented the meaning 
of the words ‘‘Mechanics and Tradesmen,” in the charter of the 
Society. The opinion of the committee, as expressed in its report, 
was as follows: ‘‘The words ‘Mechanics and Tradesmen,’ as they 
were connected by the founders of our Society, simply mean that it 
was never intended that any one but a mechanic, or one who has 
learned a trade, should become a member of the Society.” A 
minority report was presented, the purport of which was that “all 
persons directly connected with a mechanical business should be 
eligible to membership.” It does not appear that any decisive 
action was taken on this subject by the Society at this time. 

At a meeting held September 2d, 1874, it was 

“Resolved, That a special committee be appointed for the pur- 
pose of taking into consideration the propriety of merging the De 
Milt with the general library.” 

At the next meeting the committee reported that it was ex- 
pedient, on account of the detail occasioned by the keeping of 
separate accounts of the Apprentices’ Library and the De Milt 
Library, to merge the same in the following manner, viz.: All the 
books from the De Milt Library shall be marked with a star, and 
with an explanation that they are the bequest, either literally or by 
purchase, of Benjamin, Elizabeth, and Sarah De Milt. 

That specially valuable books, and those out of print, be marked 
by an asterisk, only to be consulted at the library, and not loaned. 

That a nominal sum be charged (say twenty-five cents) upon 
the loan of books from the De Milt Library, in accordance with 
the provisions of the bequest. The privileges of the De Milt 
were to be extended to all persons paying for the use of books in 
the Apprentices’ Library. | 

The resolution offered by Brother W. Otis Munroe, at the last 
meeting, and then laid upon the table, was taken up, and, after 
consideration, adopted: 
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“ Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, who, with the 
finance committee, shall have ower to purchase suitable ground for 
the erection of a building for the use of the General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, said ground to 
be not south of Fourteenth street, nor north of Forty-second ‘street, 
and between Seventh Avenue on the west, and Third Avenue on the 
east, and to cost not more than $200,000, the proper officers of the 
Society being authorized to complete the purchase, execute the neces- 
sary papers, and provide for the required payments.” 

At a meeting held January 6th, 1875, the treasurer reported the 
receipts of the Society, for the past year, to have been $47,315.04; 
the disbursements, $47,140. The balances were: in bank, $175.04; 
with the Trust Company, $4,500 ; total, $4,675.04. The treasurer 
declined to recommend the erection of a new building, at this time, 
by the Society. 

The annual report of the finance committee stated its receipts at 
$3,271.23; its disbursements at $2,937.09; its balance at $334.14. 

The committee on pensions reported its receipts at $9,308; its 
disbursements at $7,744; its balance at $1,564. There were upon 
the roll 6 members, 67 widows, and 3 children. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the receipts 
to have been $3,043.21; the disbursements, $3,074.13; due the 
committee, $30.92. 

The library committee reported its receipts during the year to 
have been $12,352.41; its disbursements, $12,788.87; due library 
committee, $436.46. The De Milt Library showed a balance in its 
favor .of $49.02. The number of readers in the library had been 
6,868 ; the number of volumes loaned, 129,273. 

It was during the years 1872 and 1873 that all the books in 
the Apprentices’ Library and De Milt Library, including those pur- 
chased by the funds of the Lorillard bequest, were re-arranged and 
consolidated upon the shelves of the library, upon a system invented 
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by the librarian—an ingenious feature of notation, in accordance 
with which all the books were numbered. This rendered the cata- 
logue of 1865 useless. A new one was prepared and published. 
The committee expressed regret that the whole burthen of its cost 
should have fallen upon the appropriation of last year, as this had - 
crippled the resources of the committee. 

The committee said, in their report: ‘The books transferred 
will probably be ready for circulation in the course of the current 
library year, and from an approximate count will comprise about 


1,831 volumes, embracing the following subjects : 


“1, General works and natural sciences,. . . . 170 vols. 
2. Useful farts; © ee ey a eau ek 
3. Fine arts, poetry, literature, and philology, .~ 398 ‘* 
4. Prose: fiction, 37° s@ 2" 0) @. Ap tea eee 
5. History, geography, voyages, and travels,. . 526 “ 
6. Biography and historical miscellany,. . . . 201 “ 
7. Political-and. social sciences; (7) i yee 
8. -Philosophiy;t, <f J) 2) he.) eee ae Ome 
9.; Theology). isn a es aise ce oe 
Total; 0) 3h eked a cht Sg ee Se 


“The volumes remaining consist of books of reference, public 
documents, periodicals, and books unsuitable by their bulk, cost, 
or rarity, or for some special reason difficult, if not impossible, of 
replacement, and comprise about 2,860 volumes, which will form the 
nucleus of the reference department of the library. 

“The independent existence of the De Milt Library, as a sepa- 
rate collection, will therefore cease, and the Apprentices’ Library in 
future will consist of two departments—reference and circulating. 

“The original De Milt Library consisted of 1,896 volumes, and 
was bequeathed to the Society by the will of Benjamin De Milt, in 
the following words: 
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“The use of my miscellaneous library I give and bequeath to my brother, 
Samuel De Milt, during his natural life, and at his decease I give the same 
to the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, 
to be used and improved as a pay library forever, and to be kept in as good 


condition and as valuable as the same shall be when received by the Society. 


“Samuel De Milt died early in 1845, and the collection was 
accepted and received by the Society, and was placed in charge of 
the library committee, who arranged it in a conspicuous place in 
the library, and published a catalogue of it (which, by-the-by, was 
the only separate catalogue of the De Milt Library ever published) 
in 1846. 

“The books were allowed to circulate on the payment of twenty- 
five cents by apprentices, and fifty cents per annum by the other 
readers. 

“In 1850, Miss Elizabeth De Milt, the sister of Benjamin De 
Milt, bequeathed five thousand dollars to the Society for its general 
purposes, and five thousand dollars besides ‘for the enlargement and 
improvement of the De Milt Library.’ The Society, at its meeting 
on December 4th, 1850, resolved that this sum ‘be securely and 
permanently invested by the finance committee, and that the annual 
income accruing from said investment shall be yearly expended 
under the direction of the library committee, for the enlarging and 
improvement of the De Milt Library.’ 

“In the same year, another sister, Miss Sarah De Milt, be- 
queathed for the same purpose, of ‘enlargement and improvement 
of the De Milt Library,’ the sum of two thousand dollars. Fifteen 
hundred dollars of this amount has long since been expended, in 
accordance with the terms of the bequest, leaving a balance of five 
hundred dollars still due and unexpended on account of the De 
Milt Library. 

“The sum of three hundred dollars has been received annually 
from the Society, as the interest on the five thousand dollars 
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bequeathed by Miss Elizabeth De Milt, and from this source the 
yearly additions have been made. ; 

“Since 1854 the library has been kept exclusively as a reference 
department, a small sum usually being charged for the privilege of 
consulting the books. The use made of this privilege has been very 
small, and experience has convinced the committee that our readers 
and members, as a class, have not the time to spend in reading the 
books zz the library, and that a large proportion of the books are 
of such a nature, that many of the readers would be glad to take 
them home; for which reason it is thought that the transfer will 
better enable the committee to carry out the spirit and intention 
of the bequest than any previous measures.” 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee showed 
the receipts to have been $2,084.82; the disbursements, $1,569.72; 
balance in favor of the committee, $515.10. The lectures during 
the year were delivered by Elihu Burritt, Benson J. Lossing, Wendell 
Phillips, John B. Gough, S. T. Sedgwick, and W. S. Andrews. 

The annual report of the building and sinking fund committee 
showed the whole amount of the fund to be $39,561.35. 

At the annual meeting of the Society, held January. 12th, 1875, 
the following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


WitiiaM Otis Munrorg, Preszdent. DanieEL D. Wricut, 7veasurer. 
HavitaH M. Sniru, V2ce-Pres. Tuomas Earwe, Secretary. 
Epwin Dosss, 2d Vice-Pres. Enocu Stratton, Collector. 


At a meeting held February 3d, 1875, Brother. W. Otis Munroe, 
the newly elected president, delivered his inaugural address. (V2de 
Appendix.) 

The finance committee made its annual report as follows: On 
hand January 1st, 1874, and received from various sources, $78,992.25; 
expended during the year, $46,231.37. The whole amount of the 
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assets was $579,506.27; of liabilities, $7,507.66. Assets over liabil- 
ities, $571,998.61. 

At a meeting held March 3d, 1875, it was 

“Resolved, That the Society procure a new seal, and that the 
president, vice-president, and chairman of the finance committee 
constitute a committee to propose a suitable device and _inscrip- 
tion for the same.” 

At the next meeting, the committee presented a draft of the 
proposed seal, which was accepted.’ 

At a meeting held October 6th, 1875, Brother A. F. Ockershausen 
presented the report of the committee on location, as follows: 

“The committee appointed by you for the selection of a new 
site for the use of the Society would respectfully report to you the 
progress made in the discharge of their duty. We have held a 
number of meetings, generally fully attended, and have had pre- 
sented to us in the district designated by you fifty different loca- 
tions, with prices varying from $90,000 to $450,000— most of which 
have been examined by some of the members of the committee 
personally. The most prominent location presented was on Seven- 
teenth street, facing Union Square Park, price $350,000, which 
placed it beyond the action of your committee. ; 

“A desirable location on Fourth Avenue, between Eighteenth and 
Nineteenth streets, 78 by 150, could be purchased for $150,000. 

“A prominent location on Broadway, corner of Thirty-ninth 
street, 100 by 100, could be purchased for $200,000. 

‘These places are merely selected from ‘those examined by your 
committee as references as to the prices wanted by owners of real 
estate. As the result of the experience of your committee, we find 
that all the desirable localities presented to us are still held by the 
owners at about the same prices that were obtained several years 


An engraving of this seal is shown on page 62; of the first seal, on page 1. 
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ago. Your committee have not felt justified in taking any action in 
the way of purchasing, in such an unpropitious state of affairs, not- 
withstanding they feel the necessity of removal from the present 
location, and a desire to carry out the instructions of the Society. 
They cannot see their way clear to do so, should they pay for the 
location the sums now asked by the owners for desirable property. 
From present indications, they are of the opinion that the Society, 
by delay, will not be the loser, as there does not appear to be any 
probability of any advance in the price of real estate for the present. 
They present this report to the Society, at this time, for their 
information as to the action of the committee, and await further 
instructions.” | 
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: at a meeting held January 5th, 1876, the treasurer presented 






his annual report. The balance, January Ist, 1875, was 
te $4,675. 04, which, with the receipts during the year, 
Be ints to $41,074.08. The expenditures and disbursements 
amounted to $36,500.80. Balance, $4,573.28. The committee said 
that: ‘The past year has not been marked by any event worthy of 
notice in the financial department of the Society. The present con- 
dition of its exchequer, though the income is still shorn somewhat 
of its former dimensions, exhibits a consolatory increase, and the 
members of the Society, under the exercise of a generous economy 
and a careful guidance of its trusts, may confidently anticipate that 
the advent of the Society’s centennial will show its superstructure 
still firm, and worthy a Society formed to elevate and benefit 
humanity.” 

The annual report of the finance committee showed its receipts 
to have been $4,334.14, and its disbursements $4,241.54. Balance, 
$92.60. 

The annual report of the committee on pensions showed its 
receipts to have been $9,064; its disbursements $7,727. Balance, 
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$1,337. Relief had been extended to seven members, sixty-five 
widows, and six children. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the receipts 
from all sources to have been $3,314.04; the disbursements, 

3,246.79. Balance, $67.25. Instruction in drawing, writing, and 
book-keeping had been given to 329 pupils. 

The annual report of the library committee showed the receipts 
of the Apprentices’ Library to have been: from the treasury, 
$10,000, and from all other sources, $11,241.45; the disbursements, 
$10,106.97. Balance, $1,134.48. The receipts of the De Milt 
Library were $849.02; the disbursements, $222.66. Balance, 
$626.36. The number of volumes in the library, 52,704; the 
number of readers as follows: Apprentices (gratuitous), 3,439; of 
women (gratuitous), 2,302; of those paying, 204; and of members, 
147; total, 6,092. There had been a transfer from the De. Milt 
Library to the circulating department of 1,831 volumes. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee showed 
its receipts to have been $2,515.10, and its expenditures $1,883.99. 
Balance, $631.11. Lectures had been delivered by. Messrs, | Wigan 
Richards, Rev. H. C. Potter, R. I. De Cordova, A. Al @Starr 
Charles Roberts, Jr, Rev. H. M. Gallaher, and Bayard Taylor. 

The annual report of the building and sinking fund committee 
showed the amount of the fund, January Ist, 1875, to have been 
$39,561.35. This had been increased during the year, by interest, 
dividends, and by $5,108.37 received from the treasurer, to $47,244.44. 

At the annual meeting held January 11th, 1876, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


HavitaH M. Smitru, Presedent. DanieL D. Wricut, Z7veasurer. 
Epwin Dosss, Vzce-Pres. Tuomas Earwe, Secretary. 
Henry L. Suote, 2d Vice-Pres. Enocu Stratton, Collector. 
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At a meeting held February 2d, 1876, the president, Havilah M. 
Smith, Esq., delivered his inaugural address. ( Vzde Appendix.) 

The finance committee presented their annual report, showing the 
receipts to have been from all sources, during the year, $87,060.27 ; 
the expenditures, $31,353.75; balance, $55,706.52. The assets were 
$588,481.52; the liabilities were $7,207.66; assets over liabilities, 
$581.273.86. 

At a meeting held June 7th, 1876, a scholarship in the New-York 
University was conferred on Frank E. Bogart, son of Brother Philip E. 
Bogart. 

The school committee, in their report, recommended the appoint- 
ment of Francis D. Jackson to a scholarship in Columbia College; 
which report was accepted, and the recommendation adopted. 

At a meeting held October 4th, 1876, the president and vice- 
president were requested to confer with the Faculty of Columbia 
College, with reference to the interest of the Society in the School 
of Mines of that college. The committee subsequently reported an 
interview with President Barnard, of the college, and with Professor 
Chandler, of the School of Mines. It was the opinion of President 
Barnard that the privileges of the School of Mines had already been 
extended to the scholarships of the Society. If not, action in that 
direction should be taken at the next meeting of the trustees. 

At a meeting held January 3d, 1877, the treasurer presented 
his annual report, from which it appeared that the receipts of the 
Society for the past year had been $41,438.03, and the disburse- 
ments, $38,237.18; balance, $3,200.85. The treasurer, in his report, 
said: “I desire to claim no merit for myself in the matter, while 
stating that the finances of the Society may be truly said to be in 
a flourishing condition; no loss or shrinkage has occurred during 
the year just past, whilst the means have been promptly furnished, 
and the good work has gone on, by the committees, of aiding 
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the stricken ones, and providing a rich mental feast by the school 
and library for all the industrious young who choose to avail 
themselves of the same. 

‘A glance at the report of the building and sinking fund com- 
mittee shows that the Society has been enabled during the period 
named to increase its store—not a princely amount, to be sure, but 
quite enough to form a subject for sincere congratulation, which 
few societies or individuals can indulge in at the present time. 

“There is no doubt that the theory that has produced this result 
will, if faithfully and vigilantly pursued, ultimately put the Society 
in a position to leave its present location, which, to some of its 
members, is a subject of anxiety; but those should remember that 
this old hall is held in deep veneration by thousands who have been 
made mentally strong, for the battle of life, therein, and until the 
time of removal shall safely come around, must reflect that the good 
work done therein does most surely sanctify the situation.” 

The annual report of the finance committee showed its receipts to 
have been $3,092.60, and its disbursements $2,837.12; balance, $255.48. 

The annual report of the committee on pensions showed its 
receipts to have been $9,337; its disbursements, $7,897; balance, 
$1,440. The number of pensioners on the roll was stated to be 85. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the receipts 
from all sources to have been $3,777.19; the disbursements, 
$3,319.58; balance, $437.51. 

The annual report of the library committee showed the receipts 
of the Apprentices’ Library to have been $12,418.67; its disburse- 
ments, $11,399.53; balance, $1,019.14. 

The receipts of the De Milt Library had been $926.61; the dis- 
bursements, $262.52; balance, $667.09. 

The number of volumes in the library was 55,519; the number 
of readers for the year, 7,417; the number of volumes loaned, 
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146,670. The committee said: ‘The number of volumes in the 
libraries, the number of accounts opened with readers, and the 
number of volumes circulated during the past year, are each in 
excess of the figures and amounts reported in any previous year 
of the existence of the libraries; while the number of unreturned 
books is less than in any previous year, notwithstanding a largely 
increased circulation.” 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee stated 
its receipts to have been $3,231.11; its disbursements, $1,590.47; 
balance, $1,640.64. Lectures had been delivered by Messrs. W. A. 
Anthony, Rev. I. N. Pullman, Wendell Phillips, Rev. C. S. Robin- 
son, John W. Forney, and W. S. Andrews. 

The annual report of the building and sinking fund committee 
reported as received from the Society $6,440.57, and from interest, 
dividends, etc., $9,495.95. The total fund was reported to amount, 
January 1st, 1877, to $56,740.39, distributed as follows: 





Mtoteeottes | -c01bonds,. «4. > . . . 26,075.00 
Ie WeeOLKMCILYADONCS 6) fu swe oss Tena a7 
Nee VR ItymOONdSe le a 8,600 . 00 
Pemee te aa aoe erik AL Ie ES a as 6.622570" 
Dip testeoneiinoisebonds,) 5. fo. ud. 109 .32 

$56,740 . 39 


At the annual meeting held January goth, 1877, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Epwin Dosss, Pres¢dent. DanieL D. Wricut, 7veas. 
Henry L. Siote, Vece-Pres. Tuomas Eare, Secretary. 
Joun R. Voorutgs, 2d Vice-Pres. Enocu Strratron, Collector. 


At a meeting held February 7th, 1877, the newly elected presi- 
dent delivered his inaugural address. (Véde Appendix.) 
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The finance committee reported the balance on hand January rst, 
1876, with the treasurer and different committees, and in the build- 
ing and sinking fund, to have been $55,706.52. The receipts for 
the year were $41,228.10. Total, $96,934.62. The expenditures 
were $31,513.42; balance, $65,421.20. The assets of the Society 
were $597,196.20; the liabilities, $7,207.66; assets over liabilities, 
$589,988.54. 

At a special meeting held July 25th, 1877, the joint committee 
on a new location reported: ‘That on or about the 16th of June, 
ult., after due consideration and mature deliberation, they agreed 
on behalf of the Society to purchase the premises, No. 18 East 
Sixteenth street, being 3734 feet in’ width in front and? reaneend 
1725 feet in depth on the easterly side, and 181 feet in depth on 
the westerly side, for the sum of $55,500, subject to a mortgage 
upon the same due May ist, 1882, amounting to $40,000, and 
bearing interest at seven per cent. per annum; that after making 
such arrangements they immediately notified the officers of the 
Society, in order that they could, in compliance with the terms of 
the resolution of appointment, complete the purchase thereof, by 
searching the title, raising the money, and accepting the deed therefor.” 

The committee on the building and sinking fund reported that 
they had credited the Society with the sum of $7,200 drawn from 
the treasury, and had charged the Society with $15,500 used to 
complete the purchase of the property on East Sixteenth street. 
The treasurer reported that he paid to the proper parties the above 
named sum of $15,500, being the amount in cash required to com- 
plete the purchase of the property at No. 18 East Sixteenth street. 
The report of the committee on location was accepted, and its action 
confirmed. A _ resolution was then adopted, placing the sum of 
$12,000 in the hands of the finance committee for making the altera- 
tions and repairs of the building on East Sixteenth street. It was 
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ordered that the chairman of each of the standing committees and 
the president of the Society constitute an advisory committee with 


whom the finance committee may consult. The thanks of the Society 
were presented to the committee on location, and it was discharged. 

At a meeting held September 5th, 1877, upon recommendation 
of the school committee, Richard Combes was appointed to a 
scholarship in Columbia College. 

At a meeting held November 7th, 1877, upon motion of Brother 
John R. Voorhies, it was ordered that the literary and _ scientific 
committee consider and report upon the advisability of having 
collated and prepared in a suitable form for publication the history 
of the Society from its organization to the present time. 

At a meeting held December 5th, 1877, Brother John R. Voor- 
hies offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

“Resolved, Vhat the head-quarters, library, reading, meeting, and 
school rooms belonging or attached to the General Society of Me- 
chanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York be, and hereby is, 
changed, located, and established, on and after the first Wednesday 
in January, 1878, from No. 472 Broadway to and at No. 18 East 
Sixteenth street, which said building (No. 18 East Sixteenth street) 
is hereby designated and entitled, for all purposes of the Society, 
as Mechanics’ Hall. 

“Resolved, That the officers and the several standing committees 
of this Society be and are hereby authorized and directed to 
remove or cause to be removed, by the first Wednesday in Janu- 
ary, 1878, or as soon thereafter as practicable, all books, maps, 
drawings, desks, furniture, fixtures, or other property of value, or 
so much thereof as may be deemed necessary and requisite, and 
which is or may be in charge of or under the control of said 
officers or committees, or either of them, from No. 472 Broadway 
to No. 18 East. Sixteenth street.” 
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Brother William H. Gedney offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

‘“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed, consisting of one 
member of each of the standing committees, with the officers of the 
Society, to make and carry out the necessary arrangements for 
dedicating the new Mechanics’ Hall.” 

The chair appointed the following committee: William H. Gedney, 
G. J. Burnet, Samuel McCullough, Oliver A. Farrin, and the officers 
of the Society. 

The new hall at No. 18 East Sixteenth street, having been com- 
pleted and furnished, was opened on the 2d day of January, 1878, 
and the Society assembled for its regular meeting therein. In 
calling-the meeting to order, the president congratulated the Society 
upon its new and commodious quarters. He suggested that it 
would be becoming to return thanks for the prosperity of the 
Society. Prayer was then offered by Brother Henry Wilson. 


The treasurer presented his annual report, as follows: 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance; January 1st 1877, 2.) | oeueeneD 7 Ome 
Rent, Broadway and Park Place, 2) eee Oona 
“Chambers street, |. 5 S157 ee me 
S aeeLeclianicSu lial sna rn . 4,000.00 
Dividends Mechanics’ National Bane ayeak i T,02A soe 
Interest United» States “Securities, Scolds aa 1,800.00 
ts ‘ Z iM Currency, .*) © 480.00 
Premium Jonsgold,75) =-35 gee ee 95.63 
Interest accrued -on-mortoate salsa meee 606 . 66 
fi on call loans/e > eee <a) 42.05 
Memberships). ay es IE 450.00 
Building and sinking Fad on account of pur- 
chase new. Mechanics siall) see eee I OC aa 
Building and sinking fund on account of com- ; 
pletion new Mechanics’ Hall, . . . . . 19,000.00 





74,099 .94 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Gonnnittces = bensione ee fe ce.) $8,000;00 

fe ERA MOM os Se ey oe elses 9,300 .00 

a Bieri yeand, ocientitic, 9". /ie4. 1,000.00 

ECO MRE en Ee ee Wold uy “vs 1 2; 500800 

. Building and Sinking Fund, . . = 7,242.05 

“i Finance, current needs, ~~. . 2,500.00 

t ms completion of new Me- 

SiiiiCsee hale epee ea fee rT O,0008.00 

News \iecianics Hallvat purchase, -..%2%. . 15,500.00 

CAKOUIRNIL (Aas, URES 2 Raia es een ra rea 2 OO 

Pameceande< rotone watel, soe. ces: tan ee 1,800.50 

SE xcoeOUSNe Waal me Coe eb. 6 I,325.00 

Pre os PeOnmnOllOdve,werure r  . et. .s 6~-F,400.00 

een mC Cocca ba | Oe SM, ee GAs, 

ITICe SSAIATIO“N Hat mt grit no SM ee ae 800.00 

Seineoreandeauor-keeper, Wiel 6k. ee st 948 .00 

Current expenses, Pi. pee ae, Wee ceee AO ee 26.26 

$72,669.57 

Pe uOCMIMMT EASE cit. ae pw ee Ye fas ws | 1,430 037 
The treasurer said: ‘I am happy to inform the Society that, 


during the past year, its current needs have been promptly met, 
and that no disaster to, or shrinkage of, its income of consequence 
has occurred. During its recent important purchase and change 
of domicile, through the aid of the building and sinking fund, the 
amount needed was promptly provided, and every demand promptly 
met, and the Society thereby enabled to take a step in advance, 
which, for at least a decade of years, will enable it, bearing along 
its banner of usefulness and benevolence, to go on its way rejoicing. 

“T feel a confidence that good men will always be found ready 
to lend their aid to the laudable undertakings of this Society, and 
that the pursuance of the same course of vigilance and virtue which 
appears to have marked its path from the beginning, and which has 
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thus borne it onward, will insure its existence and usefulness, so 
long as this part of the globe continues to be inhabited. 

“And while we possess and enjoy our’ new and more eligible 
home, let us reverence the memory of those who have gone before 
us, whose active zeal and’ purity were the primary cause of placing 
this Society where it now stands, in the front rank of the institutions 
of benevolence and usefulness in this metropolis.” 

The annual report of the finance committee showed its receipts 
for the year to have been $2,755.48; its disbursements, $2,409.30; 
balance, $346.18. 

The annual report of the committee on pensions showed its 
receipts to have been (with balance from last year) $9,440; its 
disbursements, $7,948; balance, $1,492. It had paid the sum of 
$7,870 to pensioners of the Society, including twelve members, 
sixty-seven widows, and nine children. The number of pensioners 
had not materially increased, and the committee had _ therefore 
thought it a duty to make as liberal allowances as possible. 

The annual report of the school committee stated its receipts at 
$4,215.50, and its disbursements at $2,974.33; balance, $1,241.17. 
The total number of pupils registered was given as 392, of whom 
265 were employed at trades, representing nearly all branches of 
mechanical art; 39 were clerks, the rest being at present without 
occupation. 

The annual report of the library committee stated the receipts 
of the Apprentices’ Library to have been $11,423.70; its disburse- 
ments, $10,346.06; balance, $1,077.64. 

The receipts of the De Milt Library, including balance from last 
year of $667.09, had been $967.09 ; disbursements, $1,001.75 ; 
balance due the committee, $34.66. Number of volumes in the 
library, 57,897; number of readers,, 9,087; number of volumes 
loaned, 172,839. The resources of the library had been greatly 
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taxed to deliver the unusually Jarge number of books called for, 
sometimes reaching 1,000 a day, and in one instance amounting to 
1,254 volumes. Great additional advantages were anticipated from 
the increased facilities offered the library in its new quarters. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee 
reported its receipts (with balance, January 1st, 1877, of $1,640.64) 
to be $2,640.64; its disbursements had been $1,314.68; balance, 
$1,325.96. Lectures had been delivered during the year by Rev. 
H. M. Gallaher, Daniel Dougherty, C. S. Robinson, Wendell Phillips, 
and A. P. Burbank. The committee also reported a valuable and 
interesting lecture, delivered by the Hon. John T. Hoffman. 

The annual report of the building and sinking fund committee 
showed the total amount of the fund to have been $67,824.43, with 


disbursements as follows: To the treasurer, on account of the pur- 


chase of Mechanics’ Hall, $15,500; to the treasurer, on account of 


the completion of Mechanics’ Hall, $19,000; difference in cost and 
sale on United States bonds, $731.25; difference in cost and sale 
of New-York City bonds, $333.37; interest on City bond, $44.52. 
Amount of fund, January ist, 1878, $32,215.29. The assets were 


as follows: 
9,000 United States 5-20, 67’s, at 111%, . . $10,001.25 
Drooomu nitcdsotates. Tool, at lis, . Lo;i92..50 
Procol erscymCltye bonds; s105,.0 6 «9%. ve 3,150.00 
POM Crscye Citys DONS) E100... 2.7.5, caer. 5,450.00 
Homie ocksoavinos bank, cons. 6 8 ws 139.66 
Pimboweltysoavinos Dank, 08s)... -s. s 38.40 
ioe Tees eots ge ee AE a2 i 3,243.48 


$32,215.29 


“Less than seven years,” the committee said, ‘have elapsed 
since this building and sinking fund was instituted, and only six 
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years have passed since the first appropriation was made for its 
uses by the Society. During that time, two of its valued members 
have been removed by death; one of whom was actively instru- 
mental in the formation of: this trust, and both of them honored and 
revered members of the Society. Still, under Providence, and with 
the cheerful assent and entire confidence of the Society in the fund 
and in its managers, the work for which it was called into existence 
has gone steadily on; all that the Society could safely appropriate 
has been carefully invested and kept in use, the income thereof, 
and the other fragments of income, carefully gathered up and 
added thereto, and the result has enabled the Society to secure 
its new quarters, toward which it has been for so many years 
looking. The labors of the committee will not cease until the 
recently acquired estate is entirely freed from debt; and with 
faithfulness upon the part of the managers, fanned by the con- 
fiding trust of the Society, the day of such freedom cannot be far 
distant.” 

The president, Edwin Dobbs, Esq., delivered an address appro- 
priate to the occasion. (Vzde Appendix.) 

At the annual meeting held January 8th, 1878, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Henry L. SiLore, President. DaniEL D. WricuHtT, 7veas. 
Joun R. Voorutes, Vece-Pres. Tuomas Ear e, Secretary. 
ALEXANDER Gaw, 2d V1ce-Pres. ENnocH STRATTON, Collector. 


At a meeting held February 6th, 1878, Henry L. Slote, Esq., 
the president-elect, delivered his inaugural address. (Vzde Ap- 
pendix.) 

The finance committee presented a report of the cost of altering, 
repairing, and furnishing building No. 18 East Sixteenth street, as 
follows : 
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Cost of altering and building extension, . . . $14,709.08 

a HeamnNosAppatauisge (00. ) Gt! os ye > 1,900.00 

sf SGIVUISMNLIDIALY = 9 see ts 3 Ae 3,953.50 

¢ partitions in school-room, . . . . . 300.00 

% emblem in front of building, . . . . 260.00 

S Rie PO OOtisg Mek ege Yue sl). Rin 1,513.68 
$22,636.26 


The committee, after speaking of the convenient and _ pleasant 
arrangement of all the rooms, said: 

‘‘Several causes combine to give your committee pleasure in 
presenting their report. 

“First. It gives the Society a new hall in a central location. 

“Second. It sets at rest the long agitated question of removal. 

“Third. Many of the older members who, for several years past, 
have been anxious to remove, but have hesitated lest the too great 
cost would cripple the usefulness of our institution, will feel that the 
causes of their fear are all removed. 

“The change we have made will add but a small additional 
expense yearly. The rent from the old building will nearly pay 
the interest on the new, and the sinking fund can, at the same 
time, be constantly increased.” 

The finance committee made a statement of the financial con- 
dition of the Society, and of its assets and liabilities, January rst, 
1878. There was January ist, 1877, $107,324.73 in the custody of 
the various committees. The expenditures of the year had been 
$68,230.78. Balance, $39,093.95. The assets were $625,368.95; 
the liabilities, including bond and mortgage on Mechanics’ Hall 
($40,000), $47,207.66. Balance of assets over liabilities, $578,161.29. 

The report of the committee on the dedication of Mechanics’ 
Hall was as follows: 

“Your committee on dedication or opening of the new Hall, 
the home of the Society, No. 18 East Sixteenth street, would 
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respectfully report that they have carried out and performed the 
duties which were assigned to and accepted by them, to the best 
of their ability, and hope and trust it has met with the concurrence 
and approval of the Society, which we endeavor to please. Your 
committee would also state with feelings of great pleasure that all 
remarks coming to their ears, in relation to the opening, have been 
such as not only gratifying to hear to those who are interested in 
the good and welfare of the Society, but also to give them redoubled 
energy in still looking after that which has been left to us, and 
passed through so many years of prosperity, and which can only 
continue prosperous by that never lagging diligence and watchful- 
ness that has so well characterized it in the past, and which we 
so well know can be done by the present members for the future. 

“Your committee would further state the publicity given to the 
new opening, and which your committee think will be of great benefit 
to the Society in bringing it before those to whom it has been 
unknown before, and in adding to its ranks, as members, names that 
will be of lasting honor and benefit to the Society. 

“The evening of January 22d, from seven until ten o'clock, was 
selected for the public reception. The weather was mild and 
pleasant, the visitors numbered nearly six hundred, all of whom 
seemed well pleased, and were intellectually entertained by short 
addresses. 

“The president, Henry L. Slote, made the opening address, 
followed by Chief Justice Daly, Hon. Silas P. Dutcher, General 
Charles Roome, David H. Knapp, Esq., Judge Curtis, Judge Gedney, 
and Thomas D. Stetson, Esq., all received with marked approbation. 

-“ After which the company were ushered into the large school- 
room, which had been improvised into a semi-restaurant for the 
occasion, where all seemed to enjoy with marked demonstration the 
entertainment there provided. ) 
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“The instrumental music furnished was a pleasant feature of the 
entertainment, interspersed as occasion permitted during the evening. 

“The committee would respectfully conclude their report by 
invoking Him (to whom we all look) to continue His blessing which 
He has so bountifully supplied us with in this Society, for the youth 
of our city, and for the aged and infirm of our membership and their 
families.” 

Henry L. Slote,. president, spoke substantially as follows: 

“This Society has contemplated for the past twenty-five years 
this removal, but did not arrive at any definite conclusion until 
about ten years ago, when Thomas Jeremiah, an honored ex- 
president, suggested the idea of establishing a building and sinking 
fund, which was done, and Brother Jeremiah was made chairman 
of the building and sinking fund committee at that time, and re- 
mained its chairman up to the time of his death, some five years since. 

“By judicious management that fund accumulated so, that in 
the year 1877 it amounted to about $67,000. 

“In November, 1874, Vice-President William Otis Munroe 
offered the following resolution, which was adopted, and President 
W. H. Gedney appointed the committee in accordance therewith: 

“Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed by 
the president, together with the finance committee, who shall have 
power to purchase suitable land for the erection of a building for 
the use of the ‘General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
City of New-York.’ Said land, it was provided, should not be 
south of Fourteenth street nor north of Forty-second street, and 
between Seventh avenue on the west and Third avenue on the 
east, and to cost not more than $200,000. And the proper officers 
of the Society are hereby authorized and instructed, at their dis- 
cretion, to execute the necessary papers to complete the purchase, 
and provide for the payment thereof. 


an 
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“From that time until the committee purchased, there were 
fifty-five pieces of property offered, ranging in price from $50,000 
to $450,000. 

“The library committee furnished a statement of the residences 
of readers. Out of 5,100 of these, 3,000 were below Fourteenth 
street; 500 in Brooklyn, Williamsburgh, and Jersey City ; the rest 
above Fourteenth street, and in Westchester County. 

“The committee decided to locate within the boundary of 
Fourth avenue and Twenty-third street and Sixth avenue and Four- 
teenth street. The committee made proposals for four plots of land 
within this boundary, all of which were declined, and then decided 
upon the plot No. 18 East Sixteenth street, which they purchased. 

“The cost has been less than $80,000; which amount includes 
the real estate, fitting up of the library, the school-room, the altera- 
tions and additions to building, the furnishing, etc., complete as it 
now Is. 

“The committee in charge of the purchase and reconstruction of 
the new Hall have not disturbed, nor do they propose to disturb, 
any of the permanent funds of the Society. 

“Of the original members of the committee on new location, 
three of them have passed away from amongst us, Brothers John 
Palmer, George J. Byrd, and A. F. Ockershausen.” 

It was resolved that a committee of five be appointed to consider 
the alterations in the charter and by-laws referred to in the presi- 
dent’s address. 

At a meeting held May ist, 1878, Brother John R. Voorhies 
presented a report on the above subject, with alterations and 
amendments, which received their first reading. 

At a meeting held June 5th, 1878, the literary and _ scientific 
committee, to whom had been referred the subject of compiling 
the history of the Society, presented their report. The report was 
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referred back to the committee, with power to employ the secretary 
or some other person to compile the history of the Society. 

At a meeting held November 6th, 1878, the new code of by-laws 
was adopted. (Vzde Appendix P.) 

A communication was received from Brother Daniel D. Wright, 
declining a renomination for the office of treasurer, but expressing 
great personal interest in the future prosperity of the Society, 
saying : 

“Retiring, finally, from the official position which I have so long 
filled, it gives me great pleasure to announce that the Society was 
never in sounder financial health than at the present time, and that 
no bar to its progress exists in that quarter. All the securities that 
were ever devoted to its current purposes remain intact and pro- 
ducing, and its real estate pours forth a generous income in which 
no default seems likely to occur. 

“To insure its continued existence and increased ‘usefulness, all 
that is required on the part of those called to minister in its service, 
is stern fidelity, combined with fair capacity and reasonable devo- 
tion; and those requisites to its success seem assured. No member 
of the Society can fail to derive pleasure from the thought of its 
present eligible domicile, and happy. transit from a neighborhood 
where by day it had become out of place and unfitting, and 
where by night murky darkness, degradation, and immorality encir- 
cled it, to a neighborhood especially fitting. But while the Society 
dwells in the enjoyment of these things, let it pause to remem- 
ber that the same description, in a great measure, once applied 
to the old station in Chambers street, where many of us partook 
of its literary treasures, and also to our late location, which we, not 
long since, were all glad to leave. 

“To perpetuate the present happy condition to all time, the 
Society has only faithfully to continue to devote a generous part 
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of its yearly income to a sacred purpose, to remain untouched and 
growing, that when in the far future the dark day comes to its 
present felicitous position, it may be enabled, without falter, to keep 
step to the music of this ever-marching and migrating metropolis, 
‘onward and upward,’ even though it should ultimately cause the 
Society to set up its rest, and to unfurl its banner upon Washington 
Heights.” 

At a meeting held January 14th, 1879, the treasurer presented 
his annual report, from which it appeared that the receipts of the 
Society for the past year (including a balance January ist, 1878, 
of $1,430.37) had been $84,660.70, and the disbursements, $76, 713,61. 
Balance, $7,947.09. With the means furnished by the building and 
sinking fund committee, and by a mortgage at six per cent. interest, 
given in the name of the Society for one-half the amount, the Hall- 
garten mortgage on Mechanics’ Hall was fully paid, leaving the 
Society subject to a yearly outlay for interest of $1,200 against 
$2,800, as heretofore. 

The annual report of the finance committee stated its receipts to 
have been $3,998 ; its disbursements, $3,870.91. Balance, $127.00. 

The annual report of the committee on pensions showed its receipts 
(including $1,492 on hand January ist, 1878) to have been $8,292. 
Its disbursements had been $7,590. Balance, $702. The pension 
roll showed 12 members, 65 widows, and 7 children. The committee 
thus dwelt upon the nature of its duties. 

“The pension committee is almost coincident in its origin with 
that of the Society. Its object and standing cannot be expressed in 
more fitting words than those used by one of the presidents of our 
Society, in an eloquent address, in which he says of this committee: 
‘This I look upon as the committee of this Society, as if it grew 
out of, and probably was ¢he first committee. It is our almoner to 
distribute the funds of the Society to indigent brothers, to the 
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widows and orphans of deceased members, that fund which they 
themselves helped to accumulate, and I have no doubt that under 
God’s blessing this feature of our Society has done more to pro- 
mote and aid in our prosperity than any other cause known 
to us.’ 

“This, no doubt, expresses the importance attached to this com- 
mittee by the Society, and your committee, therefore, feel highly 
honored in having entrusted to their care the responsible duties 
devolved upon them as its members, and they can express their 
gratitude in no better way than by saying that they have endeavored 
to dispense the fund committed to them to the best of their ability 
and judgment, with an eye, on the one hand, to the interests of the 
Society, and on the other to the relief of the wants of the unfort- 
unate members, widows, and orphans placed under their control. 

“When we look upon the list of pensioners, ever changing, yet 
numerically the same, we are taught the uncertainty of all human 
prosperity, and are deeply impressed with that which our Saviour 
said: ‘The poor ye have always with you.’ 

“What nobler object could this Society have than that so well 
expressed in this motto, ‘To dry the tear from misery’s eye, to 
succor the afflicted, and to save the sinking is our aim.’” 

The annual report of the school committee showed its receipts 
(including $1,241.17 on hand January 1st, 1878) to have been 
$4,563.68. Its disbursements, including $2,360.50 for teachers’ sala- 
ries, and $1,114.83 for fitting up room, had been $4,191.09. The 
committee reported the school to be in a gratifying condition of 
usefulness. There were at present 325 males and 69 females on 
the roll. The classes, during the past year, had numbered as follows: 
Free-hand drawing, 166; mechanical, 77; architectural, 40; book- 
keeping, 42. In the female department drawing from objects and 
designing had chiefly received attention. 
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The annual report of the library committee showed the receipts 
from the Apprentices’ Library to have been $12,204.22, including 
$1,077.64 on hand January rst, 1878, and $10,000 received from 
the treasurer. The disbursements had been $11,542.56. Balance, 
$661.66. The receipts of the De Milt Library had been $300 from 
the treasurer; the disbursements, $649.72. Due treasurer, $349.72.. 
The number of volumes in the library was reported to be 55,998. 
The number of readers had been 7,806. The number of volumes 
loaned had been 128,056. There had been some falling off from 
the number of readers during the previous year, which was attrib- 
uted to the interruption occasioned by the removal of the library. 
The opening of the reading-room was adverted to. It was reported 
to be supplied with most of the daily newspapers and the principal 
current literary periodicals. There was a daily average attendance 
of 66 readers. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee 
showed receipts (including a balance on hand, January Ist, 1878, of 
$1,325.96, with $600 received from the treasurer) of $1,925.96. The 
disbursements for lectures and the expenses had been $1,683.38. 
Balance, $242.58. Lectures were delivered during the year by 
Bayard Taylor, J. R. Hawley, Professor F. J. Sedgwick, William 
Parsons, - Rev. 'R. S. Storrs, General Edward E, “Lee, “and wiv 
Burdette. 

The annual report of the building and sinking fund committee 
showed the amount, January ist, 1878, on hand ($32,215.29) with 
the receipts to have been $35,134.37. The disbursements had been, 
for the completion of Mechanics’ Hall, $3,636.26; loan for current 
expenses, $400; savings banks to pay mortgage, $1,400; United 
States bonds to pay mortgage, $19,282.50; loss on sale of United 
States bonds, $911.25. The amount of the fund January rst, 1879, 
$9,504.36. This included 3,000 Jersey City bonds ($105) $3,150; 
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5,000 of the same bonds ($109) $5,450; deposit in savings banks, 
$904.36. Total, as above, $9,504.36. 

The building and sinking fund committee trusted that “it would 
not be permitted to linger out a sickly existence, but would hereafter 
be made efficient through generous and regular appropriations of the 
Society.” 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

Joun R. Voorutes, Preszdent. James J. BuRNET, 7 veasurer. 

ALEXANDER Gaw, Vice-Pves. Tuomas Ear ez, Secretary. 

Joun Banta, 2d Vice-Pres. Enocu Stratton, Collector. 


The installation ceremonies then took place in accordance with 
the by-laws. 
At a meeting held January 15th, 1879, the finance committee 


made its annual report, as follows: 


BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY IST, 1878. 








Withwlreasurer, . —. ee woke OM hI 130537 
«Finance Cannio eee) (emer! 346.18 
“~~ Pension e ee ee 1,492.00 
See OChoOL a  Co-. oh eee Teo 
eiealeibrary, e owes iy 15042795 
«Literary and Bclentac eomice eee ol. 4254.00 
“ Building and Sinking Fund Committee, . 32,215.29 

$39,093.95 

Ieervecebye Lteastiret, ular -0l..0 516, « «683,230.33 

ff Se Rinance@omimittee, O61. ay.l) a. B,G51-62 
ss «“ Pension sh 5 Pe oe 6,800.00 
C ee School be Be as Shee aa 
3 omelet buaty if A AN ys 
i ‘“« Literary and Spats Gann 600.00 
B ‘“ Building and Sinking Fund “ 2,919.08 

$111,950.32 

Bota) eae ete ee “Bre tiodalar 
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Total, 
LIABILITIES. 
Due Library Fund, $1,907.66 
7) SDemMilpiibrarnyes 5,000.00 


GENERAL SOCIETY Or 


EXPENDITURES. 


By Treasurer, : 

‘“ Finance Committee, 

‘“« Pension ‘. 

‘© School i 

“ Library . 

“ Literary and Srentne Gone 

‘ Building and Sinking Fund Committee, . 


Balance, 


ASSETS: 
Amount with Treasurer, te 
Finance Cometic s 
Pension es 
School i. 
Library f 


Building and Sinking Fund “ 


Real Estate Broadway and Park Place, 

Hs ¢ a and Crosby street, 
Mechanics’ Hall, 
United States securities, : 
Mechanics’ National Bank sais Davee 
Books in Library, 
Leasehold Chambers street, 


ins ce 


‘interest, . rah aa 
‘“ bond and mortgage, 


Assets over liabilities, . 


Literary and rats Hit Gone 


300 .00 
20,000 .0O— $27,207 


$577,274. 


$76,713. 
3,870. 
.0O 
.09 
Louse 
1,683. 
25,630. 


71599 
4,191 


$131,836. 
19,207. 


$7,947. 
127% 
702. 
372) 
eet: 
242. 
9,504. 
$19,207. 
. $300,000. 
100,000. 
80,000. 
43,000. 
20,275. 
40,000. 
2,000. 


. $604,482. 


61 


62 


.66 
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John R. Voorhies, Esq., the president-elect, delivered his inaug- 
ural address. (Vzde Appendix.) 

At a meeting held May 7th, 1879, Oswald Spier, grandson of 
Brother John Spier, was appointed to the first vacant scholarship in 
Columbia College. 

Some changes were made in the financial methods in 1879, occa- 
sioned by the necessity which was felt for a strict and constant 
watchfulness over the funds of the Society. These have been 
referred to in the alterations of the by-laws heretofore mentioned. 
Enlarged authority was given to the auditing committee soon to be 
appointed for the whole year, to exercise a constant supervision over 
all disbursements. 

At a meeting held January 13th, 1880, the treasurer presented his 
annual report, from which it appeared that the receipts for the year 
past, from all sources, had been $73,926.56, while the disbursements 
left a balance on hand of $14,920.17. The treasurer congratulated 
the Society on its continued career of financial prosperity. 

The annual report of the finance committee showed the appropria- 
tion to have been $4,500; the drafts on the treasurer, $4,377.66. 
Unexpended balance, $122.34. In consequence of the calling in 
of the Government bonds held by the Society, and the necessity 
of reinvestment at a lower rate of interest, there had been a con- 


siderable reduction of income. Economy in expenditure was therefore 


suggested to the several committees. 

The annual report of the committee on pensions showed the 
appropriation to have been $8,000; expenditures, $5,385.74. Unex- 
pended balance, $2,614.26. The number of persons on the roll 
Wweremtiemembers, 57 widows, and 7 children. Total, 75.. The 
inquiries of the committee justified them in the statement that there 
were many persons on the roll whose circumstances were such as 
to preclude the need of aid from the Society. Some of these, when 
their attention was called to the matter, declined to receive further 


+ 
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aid. All of this class, so far as ascertained, had been reported to 
the Society, and their names removed from the roll. 

The annual report of the school committee showed the appro- 
priation to have been $3,500; the drafts on the treasurer, $3,143.11. 
Unexpended balance, $356.89. It appeared from the report that 
Mr. John C. Babcock had been appointed superintendent in the 
place of Brother W. T. Peterson, deceased. Four new teachers had 
been appointed for the classes. The school had been divided into 
eight classes, viz.: three graded classes in free-hand drawing and 
designing; two classes in mechanical and machinery drawing; and 
one female class in free-hand drawing and designing. There had 
been one class in book-keeping and penmanship. 

The annual report of the library committee showed the appro- 
priation to have been $10,000; the drafts on the treasurer, $9,784.16. 
Unexpended balance, $215.84. The number of volumes in the library 
was 59,466. The number of readers of all classes had been 7,894. 
The number of volumes loaned, 156,261. 

The annual report of the literary and scientific committee showed 
the appropriation to have been $2,000; the drafts on the treasurer, 
$1,716.40. The committee specially mentioned the lectures gratu- 
itously delivered on “Our Great Metropolis, its Growth, Misgovern- 
ment, and Needs,” by Mr. William Allen Butler, and on “The 
Corporation, its Benefits and Evils as Benefactor and Monopolist,” 
by Mr. Simon Stern. It was recommended that both these lectures be 
published for distribution among the members and friends of the Society. 

The annual report of the building and sinking fund committee 
showed the total amount to be $14,545.77. 

The annual report of the auditing committee declared. the books 
of the Society to be intelligently kept; all the documents of the 
Society safely preserved; and all the securities properly recorded and 
deposited in the vaults of the Safe Deposit Company of New York, 
as follows: 
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United States bonds, 1881, 6’s,. . . . . . $10,000.00 
cc ing ‘ce cc <é 20 OOO OO 
ye ss ss ieeten ay, Mi oe iene axe heceear 8,000 .0O 
e S ss VOOM ASeay (eet ats hoes 5,000 .00 
Total United States bonds, par value, . . . . $43,000.00 


Also eight hundred and eleven shares Mechanics’ National Bank 
stock, par value, $20,275. 

There was a cash balance on deposit on the first of January, in 
the Mechanics’ National Bank of $13,363.47, and in the Dry Dock 
Savings Bank, of $1,556.70. The total cash balance, January Ist, 
1880, $14,920.17. There were, also, in the vaults of the Safety 
Deposit Company, for the benefit of the building and sinking fund, 





as follows: 
PeteOveC tt yeHOndsy 1006, 7° S005 Hh ss eps a bs $8,000.00 
ieee otaLes DONS, 19007;)45.).6 2. 1 fos 5,000 .00 
Mecimnuricctorthariond). 4. .) 22's . $13,000.00 


There was also cash on deposit to the credit of the fund in the 
Dry Dock Savings Bank, $1,503.43, and in the Bowery Savings 
Bank, $42.34, making the actual cash on hand, $1,545.77. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


ALEXANDER Gaw, President. James J. Burnet, 7veasurer. 
Joun Banta, Vice-President. Tuomas Earte, Secretary. 
Joun J. Tucker, 2d Vice-Pres. Enocu Stratton, Collector. 


The president-elect then delivered his inaugural address. (V2de 
Appendix.) 

At a meeting held January 21st, 1880, the finance committee 
reported on the financial state of the Society, as follows : 
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BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY IST, 
With Treasurer, . 
=> Gommittees, 
“Building and Silt hand) Gemma 
Received by Treasurer, . . 
s by ete and omnes Bit Gone 
mittee, eek eee yl 3 


EXPENDITURES. 
By Treasurer, 
“ Building and Shalit Fund Gommicee 


Balance, 


ASSETS. 
Amount with Treasurer, ; 
3 “Building and Sldtire Bard Con: 
mittee, Re ikea! 
Real estate Bee si ea Pe : 
“ # i and Crosby street, 
ES id Mechanics’ Hall, 
United States securities, 
Mechanics’ National Bank foe 
Books in library, . 
Leasehold 12 Chambers street, 


LIABILITIES. 
Due Library Fund, 
“ De Milt Library, 
(eeinterest, 
Bond and aisaieyay Meenenice: Hall, 


Assets over liabilities, 


1.70% 


$7,947. 
1,535. 
9,504. 
64,443. 


5,041. 
$89,072. 


$59,006. 
600. 


$59,606. 
$29,465. 


$14,920. 


14,545. 
300,000. 
100,000 . 

80,000. 

43,000. 

20,27 50 

40,000. 

2,000. 


$614,740. 


$1,907. 
5,000. 
300. 
20,000. 
$27,207. 
. $587,533. 


[1876.5 
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At a meeting held June 2d, 1880, the literary and scientific com- 
mittee reported that the lectures delivered by Messrs. Butler and 
Stern had been printed in accordance with a resolution of the Society. 

The trustees of Columbia College about this time withdrew the 
two free-scholarships in that institution, which the Society had 
enjoyed for nearly half a century. The reasons for this were satis- 
factory to all parties. The same action was pursued by the trustees 


The 


college would still be open to students recommended by the Society, 


toward other societies which had enjoyed similar advantages. 


on easy terms. 
At the annual meeting held January 11th, 1881, the treasurer 


presented his annual report, as follows: 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance from last report, $14,920.17 
Received from Chambers street property, 2,750.00 
. ‘Broadway and Crosby street 
property, 5,000 .00 
Received from Bronce and Park Bite prop- 
erty, 24,100.00 
Received from fidence Aveshanice Anodic 
Bank stock, 1,622.00 
Received from interest on ated Sethe 1881 
bond, ‘ . 1,800.00 
Received from interest on currency egal 480.00 
fs f * Pours per cent. bond 150.00 
; ‘Knickerbocker Life Insurance 
Company, At Ete 24.48 
Received from memberships, 700.00 
. “Library Committee, 1,250.62 
- ae Chool - eles) 
4 ‘© Finance ss 1.00 
: ‘« interest Dry Dock Seuitnes earl 36.84 
$53,046.62 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid Finance Committee drafts, . . . . . $4,439.35 
eg eNSiOl ee eae SS wee Pate ye 5;7OL 55 
“School 4 u, Ree ps Ae 2018507 
He ABM eietiny ‘s ‘6 49 9,988.12 
«De Milt Library, Carrie thai, ae 280 44 
«Literary and Scientific “ Hu 1,411.45 
“Building and Sinking Fund G@ontmitce 

dralts) oe bn. Ure peat ae 5,000 .0O 
“Ground Rent 12 Chetan Strcet, jaan. 125.00 
‘eee salsties: ~ : 1,022.00 
“interest on BOs Mechanics Hall, ' 1,200.00 
‘t ) Safe~DepositeCompany, a. ae anne 20.00 
f= Sprinting dechires/as es sn are 229.50 

Balance; !**s | «ub. Sie eee eee ee 20,616.14 


$53,046.62 
The building yee sinking fund committee presented its annual 
report, as follows: 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance January’ 1st, 1880,.2) 92 05 seep a eee 

From Society,” . 3 - Ae? oo 5,000.00 
“interest on Jersey Gity Bonde Be a: 560.00 
3 oc *. US, fours per cent. bonds, 200.00 

From interest on New York City revenue bonds, 139573 
_ bry. Dock toavingss ban kya 35 63 

$20,481.13 
ASSETS AT PAR VALUE. 

One United States four per cent. bond, . . $5,000.00 
“New York City revenue, as soe! 5,000 .0O 
is ic ieey is bon No. 315,87 40 Ieee 3,000 . 00 
4 | SEPM OB Lees) eee oan 3,000 .00 
a » 4 Ae oe AO 7 eye gees eee 1,000700 
2b a Ah os S367, Scene ae ee 1,000.00 

Interest “Dry Dock savinoss Bank see ee 2,264.06 
iO euBOWELy *5evinos sat kn are “217.07 


: : $20,481.13 
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The auditing committee reported that they had examined the 
books of the secretary and treasurer, respectively, and found that 
they were kept in the usual form and manner. That they found 
that the deeds and leases of the following real estate, to wit: 
12 Chambers street, 238 Broadway, corner Park Place, 472 Broad- 
way and its extension on Crosby street, and 18 East Sixteenth 
street, all owned or leased by the Society, are properly cared 
for. 

That they found the cash assets of the Society to be as follows: 


Five United States bonds, due 1881, six per 


cent. interest, par value, . . $25,000.00 
Four United States “ Pacific” Bane ate 1808, 

SixepcmCentaiitercst, patavalue, ie | \ 1, | sy 6,000.00 
One United States bond, due 1907, four per 

cent. interest, par value, . . : 5,000 .00 
One treasury receipt for United Sets, Rend 

due, par value, . . ge. $51000700 


One United States Trust eamrne eerine For ! 
money deposited on call, two and one-half 


DemCant es al: eunALO,GOO)00 
Eight hundred and stein heres, Gecitentes 
National Bank stock, par value, . . . . 20,275.00 
Cash on deposit in Mechanics’ National Bank, . Og 2a 
pene ein, Dry Dock Savings Bank, ~~. 1,629 . 66 
Seeripetic hands.of, the. reasurer,. 0 ool... 3,893 .66 


Making the total cash assets, at their par value, 
on the 31st December, 1880, . . . . . $83,890.64 


The bonds and securities above enumerated were recorded in the 
name of the Society, and deposited in the vault of the Safe Deposit 
Company of New York. 

That they had examined and found to the credit of the building 
and sinking fund of the Society the following cash assets: 
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Four Jersey City bonds, due in 1906, seven per 


cent, pinteresi spar evaluc, man meer . $8,000.00 
One United States bond, due in 1907, care per 

cent sinterestapanavaluc (ae. wane : 5,000.00 
One New York City revenue bond on ail 

three and one half per cent. interest, par value, 5,000.00 
Cash on deposit in Dry Dock Savings Bank, . 2,264.06 
Ane Pre in Bowery Savings Bank, . . 217, OF 


Making the total amount held in trust for the 
fund on the 31st Dec., 1880, at their par value, $20,481. 13 


The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Joun Banta, Preszdent. James J. Burnet, 7veasurer. 
Joun J. Tucker, Vice-President. THomas Ear.e, Secretary. 
DANIEL HERBERT, 2d Vice-Pres. Enocu Stratton, Collector. 


The annual report of the finance committee was as follows: 


JANUARY IST, 1880. 


Witheelreasirer sca , & S1470208 
“Building and Sede Emel Gomminen 14,545.77 
Received by Treasurer during the year, . . 38,126.45 
¥ ‘ Building and Bee Fund Com- 
Mitteese-5.s2 fears eee ee Ot eae 5:935 -36 
$73,527.75 
DISBURSED BY TREASURER DURING THE YEAR. 
For, Finance, Committee; sf)1, ie.) ee Ae oe 
“Pension £6 Mee eee a 570lsSs 
ae oCUOO! NE ETS 28 Pee es TOIeCs 
“Library ss Sey eaey Wit ye ee 9,988.12 
a De Mill Library een foe ee 280.44 
“Literary and Scientific Commitee 4 Ge 0 1,411.45 
“ Building and Sinking Fund, “ Bh ee 5,000 .00 
‘| TAlllothersclaims 2) ea. eee ee 2,596.50 
$32,430.48 


Balance, ~~ <).." 2's 7 NESE Ie ies a amr me 





1880] MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 225 





ASSETS. 
Amountawithelreasirermesi;) ey... + 20,616.14 
us “Building and Sinking Fund, . 20,481.13 
Real estate, Broadway and Park Place, . . 300,000.00 
ct ie ss pe LOsHyEstrect.. 9) 125,000.00 
se ss NieciaAnicoeallalbye te tae stk) ceo 80,000 .00 
United States and other securities, ... . . 43,000.00 
Mechanics’ National Bank stock, at par, . . 20,275.00 
OD eemrtl SOCAL Vem ets RU eel bo seth 40,000 .0O0 
Leasehold, No. 12 Chambers street, . . . 1,187.50 
$660,559.77 

. LIABILITIES. 
Ee TRCuUnbeCiCmAIbrarvelund, tee" fe. So $1,907.66 
is Below Viitetibrary.t ec toe. 5,000 .0O0 
: BERIT CCTCS TMU Omg four) ye sl 300.00 
Bond and mortgage Mechanics’ Hall, . . . 20,000.00 
$27,207.66 
Daa COMMM EAR See wr Peart eg, $633,352.11 


John Banta, president-elect, delivered his inaugural address. 
(Vide Appendix.) 

The annals of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen 
of New-York are here closed. For a period of little less than one 
hundred years it has been doing the work contemplated at the time 
of its original institution. It has relieved the unfortunate poor, the 
widow and the orphan. Fast as its financial resources permitted, it 
has extended its usefulness by sustaining a library, reading-rooms, 
and a school, all open without pecuniary charge, and dedicated to 
the culture of the youthful operatives of the city. The library has 
grown to considerable proportions, even when compared with more 
distinguished collections of the kind throughout the country. It now 
contains sixty thousand volumes, and the number is destined to 
increase, and to amply supply the reading wants of working-boys and 
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girls, as well as those of members of the Society. All the best 
popular periodicals of the day are provided. While the Society’s 
school was needed it was carefully fostered and sustained, and the 
work was continued until the adoption of an excellent public school 
system rendered it no longer necessary. The Society then directed 
its energies to the establishment of a special free school, in which 
mechanical, architectural, and free-hand drawing should be taught. 
This is still flourishing, and is particularly valuable to apprentices, 
and to girls wishing to study object-drawing and designing. Free 
scholarships in the University of the City of New-York are still 
within the gift of the Society. The lecture courses for members and 
their families are still continued. 

The benevolent operations of the Society have never been 
suspended. And so it has continued in its career of usefulness, 
from the day of small things, when it met in an inn in the lower 
part of the city, kept by Walter Heyer, until now it has, for the 
present, found an abiding-place in its own handsome and com- 
modious Hall. 

New-York, with so much of whose best history the Society is 
identified, now numbers one million and a quarter of inhabitants, 
mainly an industrious and prosperous people. In spite of a consid- 
erable foreign element, many of the old Knickerbocker traits are 
still observable; there is much of the old energy, industry, honesty, 
and thrift. Public and private edifices give evidence of the skill and 
abilities of New-York mechanics. Our merchants sustain a reputa- 
tion for integrity and fair dealing; our commercial transactions 
extend to every quarter of the globe; ere long New-York may be 
found the business and the money center of the world. 

We have a proud roll of membership. Our catalogue shows 
the names of those who, in their day and generation, were foremost 
in the ranks of good and true men. May those who occupy their 
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places continue the work which was begun by them, and prove 
worthy of such an ancestry. 

May the future of the General Society of Mechanics and Trades- 
men be worthy of its honorable past! That is at least secure, as 


these pages will testify. 
May the next historian of the Society find his task even richer 


in suggestion and more glorious in its records! 

















Step EN Dix. 


























APPENDIX A. 


BY-LAWS AND ORDINANCES. 


A Law concerning the meetings of the Society and the election of Officers. 


E IT ORDAINED, by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 

City of New-York, That the annual meetings of this Society shall be held at the 

dwelling-house of the late Mary Amory, in the sixth ward of the City of New-York, until 
a more suitable place be provided. 

And be it further ordained, That when the members are met as aforesaid, the 
President (or in case of his absence, death, or removal from office), the Vice-President, or 
in case of his absence, the second Vice-President, shall, before the hour of eleven A. M., 
call the members to order, who shall thereupon proceed by ballot to the choice of their 
officers for the ensuing year; and that such persons who may have a majority of votes, 
shall (by a committee of three, to be previously elected by the Society, to canvass and 
estimate the same) be declared duly elected, and, shall thereupon enter on the duties of 
their respective offices accordingly. 

Nevertheless, it is here to be understood, that when a new Treasurer is chosen, his 
predecessor in office shall be allowed (not exceeding) thirty days, to adjust and settle all 
such affairs of the Society as come within the duties of his office, previous to his delivering 
his trust into the hands of his successor. 

And be it further ordained, That it shall and may be lawful for this Society to meet 
on the first Wednesday in every month, at half an hour after the setting of the sun, at the 
place aforesaid, for the purpose of balloting for such persons who have been proposed, and 
may wish to become members of this Society, and to initiate those who have been elected 
members; and also to do and transact all such other matters and things as the interest of 
the Society shall from time to time require. 
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And be it further ordained, That whenever seven members shall deem it expedient to 
have a special meeting, the same shall be signified by them in writing to the President for 
the time being, whose duty it shall be to call the same, by directing the Secretary to give 
at least three days’ notice in three of the public newspapers printed in this city. 

And be it further ordained, That if any vacancies shall happen among the officers of 
this Society, by death, resignation, or removal, such vacancies shall be filled for the 
remainder of the year in which they may happen, by a special election for that purpose, 
to be held in the same manner as the annual elections are; that the time for such election 
shall be at one of the stated meetings of the Society, not less than two, or more than three, 
months after such vacancies shall or may happen; that one week’s notice thereof shall be 
given by order of the presiding President, in two or more of the public newspapers printed 
in this city. 


A Law to regulate the admission of such persons as may apply to become members of this Society. 


BE IT ORDAINED, by the General Séciety of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, That every person who may be hereafter chosen a member of this Society 
agreeable to the charter, the President, who may then fill the chair, shall, in such mode and 
form as the Society shall direct, receive such person, and on his paying into the hands of 
the Treasurer five dollars, for the purpose of establishing a fund, to be applied to such 
purposes as the charter directs, shall thereupon insert his name in the Register of this 
Society, and he shall be entitled to all the privileges and benefits arising therefrom. 

And be it further ordained, That every person who may hereafter be elected a 
member of this Society, shall, within three months thereafter, apply for the purpose of 
being initiated; and in case any person so elected shall neglect to apply within the time 
aforesaid, in order to be initiated, the election of every such person shall by such neglect 
become void. 

And be it further ordained, That every person who may hereafter be proposed to 
become a member of this Society, and on whose election, upon counting the ballots or 
balls, it shall appear that more than one-third were against his admission, such person 
shall not within six months thereafter be again proposed for the purpose aforesaid. 

And be it further ordained, That the art or trade of every person hereafter to be 
proposed as a member of this Society, shall be entered by the Secretary on the minutes of 
the meeting at which such proposition is made; and the Society shall in no case proceed 
to ballot for any person as a member until he is recommended by at least two members 
speaking to his character, as it relates to industry, honesty, and sobriety, and unless one 
of the persons who proposed him be present. 

And be it further ordained, That all foreigners previous to their admission shall 
become citizens of the United States; and no person shall be admitted unless he resides 
within the City and County of New-York, and shall have arrived at the age of twenty- 
one years. 

A Law to regulate the Monthly Contributions. 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 

New-York, That every member of the Society shall pay into the hands of the Treasurer 
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one-eighth of a dollar monthly, for the purpose of establishing a general fund, to be appro- 
priated as the charter directs. 

And be it further ordained, That if any member shall neglect or refuse to pay his 
monthly contributions for six months successively, he shall be waited on by the Treasurer, 
who shall give notice thereof to the Society as soon after as possible. If, in the opinion of 
the Treasurer, he be in indigent circumstances, the Secretary shall then hand his name to 
the overseers of the poor, who shall wait on the member so reported, to know the cause of 
his delinquency, and if it appears (to their satisfaction, and to the Society, before whom the 
overseers shall lay his case at the next stated meeting) that his circumstances would not 
permit his paying his monthly contributions, then the Secretary shall note it in the Society 
Book for their future consideration ; but if it appears that the deficiency arises from any 
other cause, and that he, the said member, declines paying his monthly dues for three 
months longer, then his name shall be struck off the register of this Society, and he be 
expelled and debarred from any of the privileges belonging to the members thereof. 

And be it further ordained, ‘That if any member removes from this city, and does not 
cause his monthly contributions to be paid in twelve months thereafter, the Treasurer shall 
then report him to the Society, and his name shall be struck off the register, and he be 
debarred the privileges belonging to the members thereof. 


A Law to direct the appropriation of the funds of this Society. 


Br If ORDAINED, by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, That as it is a leading motive of this Society to relieve, the distressed of its 
members that may fall in want by sickness or other misfortunes, every "such person having, 
previous to such sickness or misfortune, been a regular member for the space of two years, 
shall be entitled to receive such sum or sums as the Society shall direct, by an order, signed by 
the President, or one of the Vice-Presidents, who may preside at the time the order is made. 

And be it further ordained, That in the event of the death of any member of this 
Society, the widow, orphan, or orphans of such member, shall be entitled to receive assist- 
ance from the Society, agreeable to the same regulations by which members themselves 
receive it. 

And be it further ordained, ‘That four members of this Society shall, at every annual 

' meeting, be elected as overseers of the indigent of this Society, whose business it shall be 
to inspect into the circumstances of every member, or of the widow, orphan, or orphans 
of any deceased member who may apply for relief, and report such cases in writing to the 
Society for their consideration. 


A Law respecting the Seal and Plate for Certificates of this Society. 


BE IT ORDAINED, by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, That there shall be a seal provided by the Society, emblematical of its institu- 
tion, with such device as shall be agreed on by the Society; the same to be kept by the 
Secretary, for the purpose of sealing all certificates of admission, and other transactions 
whereunto it is proper a seal should be affixed, in order that the whole of its acts and pro- 
ceedings may be regularly authenticated. 
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Be it further ordained, That the seal of this Society shall not be affixed to any instru- 
ment of writing, for any purpose whatsoever (except the certificate of admission), at any 
other time or place than at a regular meeting of this Society. 

Be it further ordained, That there shall be a plate engraved for the purpose of striking 
off the certificates of admission; that each member shall be entitled to a certificate, which 
shall be presented to him by the Secretary, dated from the commencement of his member- 
ship, free from any cost or expense, at any time not exceeding two months from the time 


he was initiated. 
A Law to ascertain the duties of the Treasurer. 


BE IT ORDAINED, by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, That it shall be the duty of the Treasurer, from time to time, to receive all the 
initiation fees and collect all the monthly contributions; and also, such donations that 
may at any time be presented to the Society. He shall pay all specific orders drawn on 
him by the Society and signed by the presiding President; he shall suffer no unnecessary 
delays in payment to the discredit of the Society; he shall keep all the accounts relating 
to this business, fair and accurate; he shall at every quarterly meeting report a state of the 
finances and funds, and subjoin his account thereunto, which shall be for the inspection of 
the Society. 

And be it further ordained, That whenever a Treasurer is elected, he shall, before he 
enters on the duties of his office, give bond, with two sufficient sureties, in the sum of two 
thousand dollars, for the faithful performance of the duties of his office. 

And be it further ordained, That the Treasurer shall be allowed for his services, five 
per cent. on all initiation fees, on all monthly contributions, and on all interest —which 
five per cent. shall be considered as a full compensation for his services, and which it may 
be lawful for him to retain in his hands. 


A Law to ascertain the duties of the Secretary. 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend every meeting of the 
Society (except he be sick or out of town); he shall keep minutes of all their proceedings, 
and regularly record the same; he shall provide and keep a book wherein each member’s 
name shall be inserted, in their order, and in such manner that it may at first view appear 
when each member was admitted, expelled, or when died ; which book shall be the register 
of this Society. 

And be it further ordained, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary to cause notice 
to be given of the annual and quarterly meetings of this Society, in not more than three of 
the public newspapers printed in this city, three days previous to each meeting. 

And be it further ordained, That the Secretary shall be allowed for the aforesaid 
services twenty dollars per annum. 


A Law to ascertain the duty of the President in the absence or inability of the Secretary. 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, That in the absence or inability of the Secretary it shall be the duty of the 
President for the time being to appoint a member to officiate in his place. 
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A Law to regulate the loaning of the money of this Society. 


BE IT ORDAINED, by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the Society shall at every annual meeting elect, by ballot, a committee 
of five members, whose duty it shall be to attend to the loaning of the money of this 
Society. That when application is made to the Society for money, a majority of the 
members of the committee on examining the property offered to be mortgaged, and finding 
it agreeable to the regulations in the following clause, shall have power to loan the same. 

And be it further ordained, That no money shall be loaned out by the Society, unless 
the borrower lives (and the real property to be mortgaged be situated) within the City and 
County of New-York; and unless the real property offered to be mortgaged be twice the 
value of the sum to be loaned. 

_ And be it further ordained, That in case there should be more than one applicant 
at the same time, for any sum that may be in the hands of the Treasurer, it is hereby 
made the duty of the President to determine by lot which of the applicants shall have 
the preference ; but the members of this Society shall have the preference of all other 
applicants for any money to be loaned. 

And be it further ordained, That on the first meeting after the loaning of any monies, 
this committee shall report to the Society a regular account of their proceedings. 


RULES OF ORDER. 


1. On the appearance of a quorum the President shall take, the chair, and the 
members shall be called to order. 

2. Immediately after the President shall have taken the chair, the minutes of the 
preceding meeting shall be read by the Secretary, that any mistakes therein may be 
corrected by the Society. 

3. The President shall preserve order and decorum, and decide questions of order, 
subject to an appeal to the Society. 

4. The President shall not vote in any case, unless the Society be equally divided. 

5. When the Society adjourns, the members shall keep their seats until the President 
leaves the chair. 

6. Every member wishing to speak shall rise from his seat and address himself to the 
President ; and, unless conscientiously scrupulous, shall be uncovered. 

7. When two or more members rise at once, the President shall: name the member 
who is first to speak. 

8. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question, until he shall have 
obtained leave from the Society. 

g. No motion shall be debated or put unless the same be seconded. When a motion 
is seconded, it shall be stated by the President before debate, and every such-motion shall 
be reduced to writing, if the President or any five members desire it. 

to. After a motion is stated by the President, it shall be deemed to be in possession 
of the Society ; but may be withdrawn at any time before decision or amendment. 
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t1. When any question is under debate no motion shall be received, unless to amend 
it or to postpone it to a certain day, for the previous question, or to adjourn. 

12. The previous question, until it is decided, shall preclude all amendment and debate 
of the main question; and shall be in this form—Shall the main question be now put ? 

13. A motion to adjourn shall be always in order, and shall be decided without 
debate. 

14. No member shall speak more than once upon a previous question. 

15. Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the Society, shall be presented 
by the President, or by a member in his place. 

16. Whilst the President is putting a question no member shall walk out of, or across, 
the room; nor when a member is speaking shall any one entertain private discourse, or 
pass between him and the chair. 

17. Every bill shall receive three several readings, previous to its being passed; the 
second and third reading shall be at different meetings, unless the Society unanimously 
direct otherwise. 

18. All questions in the Society shall be put in the order they were moved; except 
that in filling up blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall be first put. 

19. When a bill passes the Society the President shall sign the same, with the date 
thereof, at the foot of the bill, and the Secretary countersign it. 

20. The order of the day shall have preference to any motion before the Society. 


Passed the 4th day of April, 1798. 
James TyLerE, President. 


(ATTEST.) Wm. WHITEHEAD, Secr’y. 


MEMBERS’ NAMES. 


N. B.—-Those marked thus * are the names of deceased members. 


JOSEPH JADWIN, Davip Man, * JACOB POZER, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, * JACOB ARDEN, ABRAHAM POLHEMUS, 
* DENNIS M’REapy, GEORGE WARNER, * JOHN CAMMERDENER, 
ANTHONY Post, GERARDUS SMITH, WALTER BICKER, 
JoHN BuRGER, JoHN CAMPBELL, WILLIAM Bryar, 
Joun Srace, , James M’CULLEN, THomas ALLEN, 
THOMAS IVERS, _ ABRAHAM RUSSEL, THOMAS STEVENSON, 
WiLuiaM I. E_swortu, NicHoLas N. ANTHONY, JAMES ROBINSON, 
ROBERT HODGE, GEORGE GOSMAN, PETER COLE, 
JouHn Moore, GEORGE LINDSAY, THomMaAs HAZARD, 
JosEPH CHEESEMAN, CaLEB HAVILAND, Francis CHILDs, 
JouHN SIDELL, : James TYLEE, MICHAEL BRooKs, 
JAMES Brown, Joun MILLs, JorHam Post, 
JoHN GooDEVE, * FREDERICK STYMETS, * DANIEL STANBURY, 
Jacos J. ARDEN, Matcom M’EveEn, JOHN STRIKER, 


GEORGE MESSERVE, EpwWARD WATKEYS, FREDERICK RESLER, 
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WILLIAM WRIGHT, 
EDWARD PATTEN, 
RICHARD CUNNINGHAM, 
ABRAHAM BLOODGOOD, 

* ANTHONY OGILVIE, 
Joun Burcer, Jr., 
JosepH NEWTON, 
RicHarRD Davis, 
Joun ELswortTH, 
THOMAS GREENLEAF, 
GARDINER BAKER, 
THomas LEFoy, 
JAMES WARNER, 
Joun UTT, 

STEPHEN SMITH, 
DANIEL HITCHCOCK, 
ANTHONY SIMMONS, 
PETER R. MAVERICK, 
JACOB SHERRED, 
JAMES TELLER, 
James Van Dyck, 

* WALTER DEGRAW, 
Joun M’Coms, Jr., 
GEORGE PEEK, 
Joun BROWER, 
THOMAS BRUEN, 
James Moore, 
GEORGE SEAL, 
ANDREW Morris, 
JAMES ByRNE, 

* GEORGE SPETH, 
AHASUERUS TURK, 
Joun CLITz, 

PETER BERTINE, 
Tuomas TIMPSON, 
SEABURY CHAMPLIN, 
Joun Cro ius, Jr. 


NATHANIEL WoopDwarD, 


CoRNELIuS B. SEBRING, 
GEORGE PIck, 
BENJAMIN WILLIAMSON, 
James D. Bissett, 
JoHN GILMORE, 





» beet ih oii 


GABRIEL FURMAN, 
Joun Van Dyk, 
ELBERT ANDERSON, 
Joun M’Barn, 

JaBez HALSEy, 
THOMAS Brown, 
ALEXANDER PEACOCK, 
JoHN WRIGHT, 

Joun MING, 

AARON HOWELL, 
Jacos HALLETT, 
DANIEL RUCKEL, 
SETH R. KNEELAND, 
Rosert M’DowEL, 
ROBERT GOSMAN, 
WILLIAM Foorp, 
OpapIAH HELME, 
James CULBERTSON, 
PETER M’EACHAN, 
DANIEL TOOKER, 
Joun Banks, 

Joun NorMAN, 
ANDREW WRIGHT, 
ALEXANDER GIBSON, 
Jacos ARNOLD, 
JaMEs Hays, 

EVERT Busu, 

Puitie K. LAWRENCE, 
Joun W. HARDENBROOK, 
GARRET WALGROVE, « 
Kamp Ayrs, 

JoHN Harrison, 
Joun MINUSE, 
EpwarpD MING, 
LEONARD ROGERS, 
HENRY ACKERMAN, 
CoRNELIUS TIMPSON, 
FREDERICK MAYBIE, 
HENRY BuRTSELL, 
CHARLES WARNER, 
JOHN PATTEN, 

Joun P. Roomg, 
OwEN JONEs, 
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* JOSIAH FURMAN, 
HENRY ORTLY, 

Jacos P. RoomE, 
JEREMIAH WOOL, 
ABRAHAM BROWER, 
Epwarp Day, 

* GEORGE STANTON, Jr., 
PETER GARBRANCE, 
PETER AMERMAN, 
IsRAEL HAVILAND, 
BENJAMIN BENSON, 
JosePH Lyons, 

Joun MILLER, 

Joun FawPELL, 
JAMES BRarD, 

Joun Day, 

ADAM FINK, 
ALEXANDER FINK, Jr., 
Joun Post, 

Joun Reap, 

ABEL W. HARDENBROOK, 
SAMUEL WRIGHT, 
RoBertT Cocks, 

* JEREMIAH Woop, 
Jonas’ UTT, 

Wm. GILBERT MILLER, 
SAMUEL BURLING, 
EDWARD WADE, 
ELEAZER LITTLE, 
JouN SLIDELL, 

James HALLETT, 
JOHN PESHINE, 
CHARLES HEDENBERG, 
Joun B. Dash, Jr., 
CHRISTOPHER HALSTED, 
JACAMIAH AKERLY, 
SAMUEL L. WHITLOCK, 
TimoTHY NOSTRAND, 
James WEEKS, 

Joun LENT, 

WILLIAM WEEKS, 

* HENRY WHITFIELD, 
THEODORUS DEFOREST, 
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WILLIAM HuUMPHREYs, 
ROBERT JOHNSTON, 
GILBERT BRUSH, 
JAMES ScorTtT, 
ROBERT Brown, 
James M’CreEapy, Jr., 
SIMEON A. BAYLEY, 

* GARRET SCHANCK, 
WILLIAM DALLy, 
CoRNELIUS KING, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, 
ANDREW M’CREapDy, 
Puitip DALLY, 
Davip BAKER, 

James WoopDRUFF, 
Isaac VARIAN, 

Joun Morrit, 
Sampson A. MYErRs, 
DANIEL VAN VOORHIS, 
JoHN ROBERTSON, 
JoHN WALDRON, 
WiLuiAM H. IRELAND, 
Ropert G. GILEs, 
Joun ROosE, 

WILLIAM ROLLINSON, 
WILLIAM KUMBEL, 
JupaH MvYERs, 
SIMON VAN ANTWERP, 
GARRET COZINE, 
MATHIAS VALENTINE, 
ABRAHAM CHILD, 
BENJAMIN HAIGHT, 
JouHN ELLIoT, 
WILLIAM Brown, 
AvuGUSTUS WRIGHT, 
PETER BOURDET, Jr., 
STEPHEN HITCHCOCK, 
RICHARD FURMAN, 
WILLIAM QUICK, 
GARRET DE Bow, 
SAMUEL DELAMATER, 
THoMAS FERDON, 
ANTHONY Brown, 


PETER WALKER, 
JoHN ASHFIELD, 
ALBERT SMITH, 
AHASUERUS TURK, Jr., 
SAMUEL MACHETT, 
ABRAHAM LAZALERE, 
NATHANIEL HARNED, 
Isaac KETCHELL, 
JAMES JINKINS, 
EviAs BILLINGTON, 
GEORGE RITCHIE, 
PHILIP RUCKEL, 
James DuFrFiE, 
Jacosp KEYSER, 
WILLIAM KING, 
STEPHEN CARPENTER, 
JoHN GOULD, 


_ WILLIAM WENDOVER, 


GeorcE M’Koy, 
WILLIAM RUTLEDGE, 
Joun Bocart, 
FRANCIS Many, 
JoHn Morris, 
SAMUEL Brown, 
HENRY COUENHOVEN, 
JaMEs RONALDs, 
WILLIAM WILLEsS, 


PauL VAN DER Voort, 


WiLL1aAmM Woop, 
AUGUSTUS CRYGIER, 
Isaac Tor-Boss, 
Mott Hicks, 

Jonas HuMBERT, 
Henry MITCHELL, 
JoreL Post, 

Jonas MapEs, 

James Aymar, Jr., 
NATHANIEL BROWNE, 
ARCHIBALD M’INTIRE, 
EVERT DUYCKINCK, 
CHRISTOPHER GOLLOw, 
MATTHEW WEST, 
HazeEL MyYErs, 
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JOHN CHEESEMAN, 
Jacosp Morris, 


* JosiaH G. PIERSON, 


Joun Burt, 
ABRAHAM LABAGH, 
PETER H. WENDOVER, 
Joun Brown, 

Jacog GERMOND, 
ANDREW S. Norwoop, 
NicHoLAs Morris, 
JoHN SPROSON, 
ABRAHAM C. BROWER, 
WILLIAM ROBINSON, 
SAMUEL ST. JOHN, 
Joun J. WiLmurt, 
PauL GALLAUDAT, 
WILLIAM HEYER, 
THomMaAs DeEmILT, 
OLIVER CROMWELL, 
FREDERICK PENTZz, 
THOMAS GARSON, 
WILLIAM PETERSON, 
BENJAMIN Capy, 
THOMAS SMITH, 

Joun GARLOCK, 


NATHANIEL HAWXHURST, 


TimotHy Woop, 
‘THEOPHELUS PIRSON, 
HENRY SANDERS, 
MICHAEL PARKER, 
GEORGE DALLY, 
OLIVER SHOWET, 
Davip SKAATSs, 
Joun P. Harr, 
JorL Davis, 


CORNELIUS CRYGIER, Jr., 


WILLIAM VINCENT, 
GODFREY KANT, 
RINIER SKAATS, Jr., 
DANIEL Ravo, 
WILLIAM PERs, 
Joun Haskin, 
WILLIAM M’KEnny, 
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WILLIAM P. RooME, 
NIcHOLAS MEADE, 
REUBEN BuNN, 
DuNCAN PHYFE, 
NATHANIEL FURMAN, 
ANDREW DURHAM, 
JosEPH Morrison, 
WaRE BRANSON, 
ANTHONY STEENBACK, 
TuHomMAS B. WHITLOCK, 
Davip HECKLE, 
DANIEL BETTs, 
EBENEZAR STEVENS, 
JAMES ALNER, 
WILLIAM ROWLENSON, 
WILLIAM PEcK, 
WILLIAM BARTON, 
JABESH PELL, 
ANDREW MERCIN, 
Tuomas Dopps, 
Joun LEVERIDGE, 
Puitip Lockwoop, 
PETER CONREY, 
JoHN CAMPBELL, 

* JAMES EGBERT, 
CHRISTIAN TUPPER, 
EDWARD MEEKs, 
HarMAN MoNTANYE, 
JAMEs RIKER, 
DANIEL VAN ANTWERP, 
HENRY VANDEWATER, 
JoHN AUCHINCLOss, 
JosEPH WATKINS, 
STEPHEN R. Cooper, 
FrANcis A. MARSCHALK, 
ANDREW NEwEL, 
CHARLEs Jos. FIELD, 
FRANCIS CooPER, 
LAWRENCE Hever, 
JAMEs Bussinc, 

SILAS BARBER, 
JAmEs WILLET, 
JOHN CRYGIER, 


WALTER M’BRIDE, 
PETER SEBRING, 
JAMES ARMSTRONG, 
Joun I. Roome, 
Tuomas TANT, 
JaMEs Van DuyNngE, 
RICHARD ROBERTSON, 
JouHN CoNnNOR, 

JoHN CUNNINGHAM, 
ROBERT PRovost, Jr., 
Davip MERSEREAU, 
NICHOLAS CARMER, 
ROBERT CARTER, 
MICHAEL WHITE, 
MICHAEL FACH, 
HucuH M’DovuGaALt, 
HENRY HILLMAN, 
THOMAS FARDON, 
GERARD I. BANCKER, 
ABIJAH ABBOT, 
ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, 
ISAIAH VALLEAU, 
ABRAHAM VAN GELDER, 
WILLIAM IRVIN, 
JouNn BuRGER, 

CALEB PELL, 

Jonas P. Eppo, 
JAMES STEWART, 
Lewis Harway, 
Isaac Van Dyck, 
Lot MERKEL, 
STEPHEN Rupp, 
Jacos Grim, 

JosEPH BoarD, 
Tuomas F. Kip, 
BARANT DEKLYNE, 
PETER VANDERHOEF, Jr., 
ASA STANTON, 
ABRAHAM RICH, 
Joun M’Gowan, 
SAMUEL CAMPBELL, 
EDWARD SARLES, 
EZEKIEL ROBINS, 


DANIEL BOWEN, 
CHRISTIAN NESTILL, 
GEORGE DIETERICH, 
JAMES HARRISON, 
Joun Hype, 

JouNn CUMMINGs, 
RICHARD Moore, 
JaMEs BERTINE, 
WILLIAM ASTRANDER, 
Joun Van Houter, 
JoHN RUCKEL, 

HENRY SIMMONS, 
BENJAMIN AYCRIGG, 
GEORGE SHIMEALL, 
MATTHEW LATTIMORE, 
THomas WHITE, 
BENJAMIN STEPHENS, 
Davipd PEARCELOCK, 
JERONEMOUSALSTYNE, Jr. 
WILLIAM BUSSING, 
WILLIAM KETCHAM, 
PHILIP ARNOLD, 
NICHOLAS ROBERTS, 
PETER R. SPRAINGER, 
THOMAS PRYER, 
Duncan M’EUEN, 
Won. A. HARDENBROOK, 
Jacos LoriLyarD, 
LEONARD WARNER, 
JoHN VIDETO, 

SIMEON DEMING, 
GEORGE IRELAND, 
Tuomas WHITLOCK, 
CHARLES CRAFT, 
JoHN CAMPBELL, 
FRANCIS LyNcH, 
PETER VALLEAU, 

Joun BaLpwin, 
EBENEZER C. KILBORN, 
WILLIAM BALLARD, 
SAMUEL BoRROWE, 
CORNELIUS BRINKERHOFF, 
Joun WEsT, 
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JacoB VAN WAGENAN, Jr., 
ABRAHAM Kip, 

PETER CORUTH, 
BENJAMIN SULLIVAN, 
Isaac Kip, Jr. 

GEORGE JAMES WARNER, 
JAMES BaAyLey, 

ADAM PENTz, 

James Norris, 

CHARLES Dopps, 
CorNELIUS RUTAN, 
EPHRAIM BaYLIs, 
ABRAHAM FARDON, 
REUBEN ODELL, 

JouHN PARKER, 

WILLIAM W. GALATIAN, 
NAPTHALIA JUDAH, 

Joun ELTING, 


PETER C. SCHUYLER, 
Evias HATFIELD, 
Joun W. EtswortTH, 
JosEPpH DEDERER, 
WILLIAM PARKER, 
BARTHOLOMEW SKAATS, 
EDWARD MEEKS, Sr., 
Joun ForsyTH, 
WILLIAM FROBISHER, 
JosEePH EARL, 
BENJAMIN GALLAHAR, 
James HALLETT, Jr., 
Henry Monro Doses, 
CHARLES SMITH, 
THOMAS JAMES, 
WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, 
THOMAS Ryan, 

Joun BUEL, 
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SOLOMON PANCOAST, 
JouNn FITZPATRICK, 
Ezra WEEKS, 

Lewis RANDOLPH, 
RICHARD CHALK, 
JOHN SCHANCK, 
ARCHIBALD WHAITES, 
RicHARD B. Davis, 
GEORGE COLLIS, 
GEORGE ARCULARIUS, 
Jacos BIERMAN, 
ALEXANDER SAUNDERS, 
ANDREW MoRRELL, 
GENRGE KNox, 
KENNITH M’KINTZIE, 
NIcHOLAS LOZIER, 
JOHN RANDALL. 


The last three persons whose names are recorded were initiated May 2d, 1798. 


Iemma NUDNIYE — Ist 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PROVIDENCE, December 9g, 1798. 


To THE GENERAL SOCIETY OF MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 

Dear Strs: The select committee of the Providence Association of Mechanics and 
Manufacturers, desirous of expressing the sense of the Association, and ever happy in 
communicating to their friends whatever may concern them, embrace the present oppor- 
tunity of forwarding to you a revision of the by-laws, rules, and orders of our Association ; 
also a certificate of membership, with an explanation thereof. Our desire of cultivating 
that friendship and harmony which ought ever to exist between societies formed for such 
benevolent and commendable purposes, makes us anxious to embrace every circumstance 
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that may tend to keep us in your remembrance; and however uninteresting to 
your Society our communications may be, yet we are unwilling to be diverted from 


- our purpose on any occasion that offers to present you with our most respectful con- 


sideration. 
We solicit your acceptance of the several enclosures, and of the assurance that the 


best wishes of our Association accompany yours in the pursuit of the several objects in 


which you may be engaged. 
James BurriL1, President. 


At the meeting in February, the following reply was read and ordered to be for- 
warded : 

Mecuanics’ Hatt, January 28th, 1799. 
To JAMEs BurRILL, Esq., President. 

Dear Sir: The General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New- 
York have duly received your esteemed favor of the gth inst., with the several enclosures 
therein mentioned, and return you their thanks for this new evidence of your friendship 
and attention. 

Since our last communication to you, no favorable circumstances bearing a distin- 
guished relation to the progress of American arts and manufactures have occurred here 
which we could deem of sufficient importance to impart to you. 

Perhaps upon a general view it will be found that American manufactures have 
rather lessened than increased among us, the attempts of many individuals have resulted 
in ruin, and the few companies:who have embarked their property in the establishment 
of particular branches have successively, and with loss, relinquished their honorable 
undertakings. 

These failures may in general be attributed to the same source (foreign importation) 
which has existed for many years past, and still continues to spread its baleful influences 
among us—an influence highly unfavorable to mechanical improvement, nourishing a 
spirit of dependence, defeating in a degree the purposes of our Revolution, and tarnishing 
the luster of our national character. 

It is a misfortune that a more general development of the true cause of all this evil 
has not been made, in order to the application for such legislative aid as may render 
successful the patriotic attempts of our citizens. 

On the subject of American arts and manufactures your communication is altogether 


silent. From this circumstance, and our own experience, we are led to infer that with you 


(as with us) they are at present by no means in a flourishing state. If this, however, is not 
the case, we shall be particularly happy in being undeceived. 

Enclosed you will find a revised copy of our by-laws, with certificate of membership, 
of which we beg your acceptance. 


This letter was not forwarded, but the following was subsequently adopted in 
its stead: 


‘on a es ae eee 
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Mecuanics’ Hat, April 3d, 1799. 
JaMes BurriL1, Esq., President. 

DEAR Sir: The esteemed favor from your Association of the gth December, 1798, 
with the several enclosures therein mentioned, have been duly received, for which we return 
you our thanks, and regret that unavoidable delays prevented our forwarding to you an 
earlier answer. 

This new evidence of your friendship is peculiarly gratifying to the General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York. While it displays a spirit of extensive 
liberality, it is well calculated to produce and perpetuate that harmony and affection which 
ought to subsist between our respective societies, and will endear the remembrance of your 
Association. To be informed of your prosperity will always give us pleasure. 

We shall be happy in receiving any communications that you may honor us with, and 
on every occasion that offers present you with such information relative to our Society 
that we may deem of importance. 

Enclosed you will find a revised copy of our by-laws and rules of order, together with 
a certificate of membership, of which we beg your acceptance, with the assurance of our 
sincere friendship.— In Society. 

PreTER H. WENDOVER, /resident. 
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ADDRESS TO BE USED AT THE INITIATION OF MEMBERS. 


ADOPTED DECEMBER, 1802. 
FELLOW CITIZENS: 

You have been regularly admitted a member of this Society; which mark of favor 
with which our institution has honored you is the happy result of those flattering recom- 
mendations which we have received of your character. Let sobriety, industry, integrity, 
and uprightness of heart continue to be the ornaments of your name. 

We now hail you brother! a delightful union, where the bond of friendship is 
benevolence. To dry the tear from misery’s eye, to succor the afflicted, and save the 
sinking, is our present aim, and constituted an original and principal object with the 
founders of our institution. You are about to join your efforts to those of your brothers 
around you; a compliance with the tenor of our laws will entitle you to an equal par- 
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ticipation of the privileges and benefits derived from this incorporation. May the interests, 
harmony, and reputation of this General Association be ever dear to you. On its private 
transactions be silent as the grave. 

You will now inscribe your name on the general register of this Society, in whose 
behalf I tender you the right hand of fellowship. 


A beautiful and touching address, and all the records of the Society show that it 
meant all that it said, and it could not fail to impress him to whom it was spoken with the 
benevolence, harmony, and moral benefits of the Association that welcomed him among 
them. 

“On its private transactions be silent as the grave.” 

This would, at first, seem to intimate that there were secret features in some of the 
Society’s transactions, but a careful reading of the minutes would seem to show the clause 
above quoted referred to the aid that was offered to the needy, which should never be 
trumpeted ; but, so far as possible, alms should be done in secret, and it was our Saviour’s 
injunction: “ Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth.” 





APPENDIX 1D. 


BY-LAWS. 


CHAPTER I.—A Law fixing the time and place of the Meetings of this Society. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
~ City of New-York, That all the meetings of this Society shall be held at Mechanics’ Hall, 
situated on Broadway, at the corner of Park Place, in the third ward of this city. 

§ 2. In addition to the annual meetings of this Society, to be held on the second 
Tuesday in January in every year, regular meetings shall be held on the first Wednesday 
in every month, at half an hour after sunset; and the first Wednesday in March, June, 
September, and December are hereby designated as quarterly meetings; and the first 
Wednesday in April, May, July, August, October, November, January, and February as 
monthly meetings of this Society. 

§ 3. Whenever seven members shall deem it expedient to have a special meeting, they 
shall signify it in writing to the President, for the time being, who shall direct the Secretary 
to notify the members accordingly. 
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CHAPTER II.—A Law respecting the election of Officers. 


§ 1. BE Ir ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That at the quarterly meeting in December in every year, or as soon 
thereafter as may be, six members shall be chosen by the Society, as inspectors of the 
annual election of officers; three of whom shall be designated to receive, canvass, and 
estimate the votes given for President, first Vice-President, second Vice-President, 
Treasurer, Secretary, and Collector; and three to receive, canvass, and estimate the votes 
given for the Loaning Committee and Overseers of the Poor. 

§ 2. When a quorum of members are met on the morning of the anniversary, the 
presiding officer for the time being shall, between the hours of ten and twelve o’clock a. M., 
call them'to order; when, after going through the ordinary business of the Society, they 
shall proceed by ballot to the choice of their officers for the ensuing year: Provided 
always, should it at any time happen that a quorum of members is not present at or before 
eleven o’clock a. M., the opening of the poll for the election of officers shall not be 
suspended beyond that hour. 

§ 3. The poll for election shall be opened and kept open not less than two hours, and 
shall not be closed before one o’clock Pp. M., and the inspectors shall give notice of its 
closing at least fifteen minutes preceding. Immediately on closing the poll they shall 
proceed to canvass the votes, and on completing the same, shall regularly certify, under 
their hands, the persons having a majority of votes; which certificate shall, provided a 
quorum of members are present, be reported forthwith to the Society ; otherwise, deposited 
with the Secretary and registered on the minutes. 

§ 4. All special elections for filling vacancies, occasioned by death, resignation, or 
removal, shall be at a stated meeting of the Society, not less than two or more than three 
months after such vacancies shall have happened, and the presiding officer shall cause the 
members to be notified thereof, in the papers employed by this Society, at least one week 
previous to the time of every such election; any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 


CHAPTER III.—A Law prescribing the duties of the Treasurer. 


§ 1. BE Iv ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That before the Treasurer enters upon the duties of his office, he shall give 
bond to the Society, with two sufficient sureties, in the sum of two thousand dollars, for 
the faithful performance of the trust reposed in him. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all initiation fees, collect the rent 
of the Hall, the interest on any money secured by bond and mortgage, the dividend from 
the Mechanics’ Bank on the stock held by the Society, and, from time to time, receive 
such money as the Collector may have on hand; and, generally, all moneys, except the 
monthly contributions which are or may be due the Society. 

He shall pay all specific orders drawn on him by the Society and signed by the 
presiding officer. 

He shall report at every quarterly meeting the state of the finances and funds, and 
subjoin his own account thereto, for the inspection of the members; and also such list of 
delinquents as shall be furnished him by the Collector, particularly specifying the cause of 
their delinquency. 
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He shall correctly keep the stock ledger and transfer book, for account of stock 
created for building the Hall. 

He shall furnish the Collector, from time to time, with the money necessary to 
discharge the interest that may accrue and be due on the said stock, and redeem such 
part of it as shall or may be directed to be paid off. 

He shall register, in a book to be kept for that particular purpose, the names of the 
pensioners and the names and ages of their children, and shall pay, at stated periods, 
their pensions as fixed by law. 

§ 3. The Treasurer shall receive, as a compensation for his services, a salary of thirty 
dollars per annum. 

§ 4. The Society shall appoint annually a committee of three members to examine 
the books of the Treasurer and Collector respectively, who shall report the result at the 
next meeting of the Society thereafter. 

§ 5. When a new Treasurer is chosen, his predecessor in office shall be allowed thirty 
days to adjust and settle his accounts, and other matters appertaining to the duties of 
his office. 

CHAPTER IV.—A Law prescribing the duties of the Secretary. 

§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend every meeting of the 
Society, except prevented by sickness or absence from the city, 

He shall keep minutes of their proceedings, and regularly record the same in a book 
provided for the purpose. 

He shall also keep a book, wherein each member’s name shall be ,inserted in such 
order and manner that it will appear when they were admitted, expelled, died, or with- 
drew, as the case may be; which book shall be the register of the Society. And further, 
he shall keep a book similar to that directed to be kept by the Treasurer, wherein shall be 
recorded the names of the widows and orphans who are pensioners to this institution. 

He shall notify each person who has been regularly admitted a member of this Society 
of such admission ; and in case of the election of any member not present to an office, he 
shall also notify him of his election. 

He shall cause public notice to be given of all the meetings of the Society in the fol- 
lowing newspapers printed in this city, viz.: the ‘‘ Daily Gazette,” “‘ Mercantile Advertiser,” 
‘* National Advocate,” and “ Columbian,” at least three days previous to each meeting; or 
in such other papers and in such other manner as the Society may direct. 

§ 2. The Secretary shall be allowed, for the performance of the said duties, an annual 
salary of seventy-five dollars. 

§ 3. In the absence or inability of the Secretary, the presiding officer for the time 
being shall appoint one of the members to officiate as Secretary Aro tempore. 


CHAPTER V.—A Law prescribing the duties of the Collector. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
City of New-York, That whenever a Collector is elected, before he enters on the duties of 


his office, he shall give bond to the Society, with one sufficient surety, in the sum of two 
hundred dollars. 
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§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Collector to call on all members residing in this city, 
who may be two or more quarters in arrears, for their monthly dues, and on receiving the 
same give receipts, if required. 

He shall make quarterly returns to the Treasurer, in writing, of all delinquents who 
are fifteen or more months in arrears, specifying particularly the cause or causes of their 
delinquency. 

He shall pay to the Treasurer, at least once in every quarter, all moneys by him 
collected as aforesaid. 

He shall keep an alphabetical list of the members, in a book ruled with columns for 
each quarter, in such manner that it may be readily seen how many months each person 
is in arrears for contributions. 

He shall pay, when thereunto required by the Treasurer, the interest on the 
unliquidated stock created for building the Hall. 

He shall attend all the meetings of the Society in the capacity of door-keeper and 
messenger, and shall suffer none except members to enter the Hall, during the time of 
meeting, without permission of the Society. 

§ 3. For the faithful performance of the above duties the Collector shall be allowed 
the following compensation: On all monthly contributions by him collected, ten per 
cent.; and for keeping the door of the Hall, each meeting which he shall attend, 
seventy-five cents. 


CHAPTER VI.—A Law authorizing the election of Overseers of the Poor and designating their duties. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That four discreet and upright persons, members of this Society, shall be 
elected at the annual meeting, as Overseers of the Poor or Indigent, who shall hold their 
offices for one year, and until others are elected in their stead. 

§ 2. All applications made to this Society for relief, either personally or by petition, 
shall be referred to the Overseers of the Poor. 

§ 3. It shall be the duty of the Overseers of the Poor to inspect into the circum- 
stances of every member, or of the widow, orphan, or orphans of any deceased member, 
who may apply for assistance. 

They shall also inquire into the circumstances of each member who may plead 
indigence as a cause for not paying his monthly contributions. 

They shall visit, from time to time, the several pensioners of this Society, in order that 
they may obtain a knowledge whether they are fit and proper objects of its bounty. 

In all cases referred to them, or that may occur in the performance of their duty, 
they shall report in writing to the Society a statement of facts, with their opinion thereon. 

§ 4. In cases where applications are made to the Overseers of the Poor during the 
recess of the Society, by pensioners or others, and where petitions or applications have 
been referred to them, and on examination it shall appear that the applicant or applicants 
are entitled to relief by the By-Laws, and that the circumstances of the case are such as to 
require immediate assistance, and will not admit of the delay necessary to make a formal 
report thereof, then it shall and may be lawful for them to make a donation, not to exceed 
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ten dollars to each applicant, for each and every month during the continuance of their 
several necessities, and only during the recess of the Society. And they are hereby 
authorized to draw upon the Treasurer for the money distributed in donations as aforesaid ; 
provided, always, that they shall report in writing, at the next meeting thereafter, the 
amount thus advanced by their order on the Treasurer, and the name and situation of the 
person thus relieved; whereupon the said amount shall be audited and allowed by the 
Society. 
CHAPTER VII.—A Law regulating the proposition of Candidates. 

§ 1. Br IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the art, or trade, of every person to be proposed as a member of this 
Society shall be entered’ by the Secretary on the minutes of the meeting at which such 
proposition is made; and the Society shall in no case proceed to ballot for such person as 
a member unless two of the brothers shall appear and vouch for his character, as it relates 
to industry, honesty, and sobriety ; and also for his being a mechanic or tradesman; nor 
unless one of the vouchers be present. 


CHAPTER VIII.—A Law regulating the Ceremony of the Initiation of Members. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That every person who may hereafter be elected a member of this Society 
shall, within three meetings thereafter, apply for the purpose of being initiated; and in case 
any person so elected shall neglect to apply within the time aforesaid, his election shall, by 
such neglect, become void. 

§ 2. All members who are in waiting for the purpose of being initiated shall be regu- 
larly introduced to the Society by two brothers, previously appointed by the President or 
presiding officer, as masters of ceremonies for that evening. The masters of ceremonies, 
when arrived at the door of the Hall, accompanied by the persons to be initiated, shall 
give notice thereof by three distinct raps, which shall be answered by the President with 
two strokes of his hammer; the brothers at the same time will rise and uncover, while the 
masters of ceremonies shall approach the chair and present the newly elected members. 
The presiding officer will then address them as follows. [To be spoken in the plural or 
singular, as the case may require. | 


“ FELLOW CITIZENS: 


“You have been regularly admitted members of this Society. This mark of favor, 
with which our institution has honored you, is the happy result of those flattering recom- 
mendations we have received of your character. Let sobriety, industry, integrity, and 
uprightness of heart continue the ornaments of your name. 

“We now hail you brothers! Delightful union, when the bond of friendship is 
benevolence! ‘To dry the tear from misery’s eye, to succor the afflicted, and to save the 
sinking is our present aim, and constituted an original and principal object with the 
founders of our institution. 

“You are about to join your efforts to those of your brethren around you: a 
compliance with the tenor of our laws will entitle you to an equal participation of those 
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privileges and benefits derived from this incorporation. May the interests, harmony, and 
reputation of this General Association be ever dear to you. 

“You will now inscribe your names on the general register of this Society, in whose 
behalf I tender you the right hand of fellowship.” 


CHAPTER IX.—A Law relative to the funds of this Society, and to regulate the contributions 
of its members. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That each and every person who may be admitted a member of this Society 
shall pay eight dollars as an initiation fee; which payment shall be made to the Treasurer, 
or in his absence to the Secretary, immediately after his being initiated. He shall also pay 
to the Treasurer twelve dollars, in four equal yearly installments ; in default of which he 
shall forfeit the sum paid as an initiation fee, together with his right to membership: 
Provided, always, that each person admitted as aforesaid may, at the time of his initiation, 
or at any other time during the above-mentioned period, pay the whole of the said sum ; 
and on such payment being made, shall be entitled to all the privileges and advantages 
derived from this incorporation. 

§ 2. All persons being members of this Society at or before the passing of this ordi- 
nance, and who have paid, by initiation fees and monthly contributions, the sum of twenty 
dollars, shall be exempt from the payment of said contributions from and after the first day 
of January, 1816. And those who have not paid, by initiation fees and contributions on 
the first day of January aforesaid, the full sum of twenty dollars, shall be subject to the 
payment of a monthly contribution of twelve and a half cents, until the payment thereof 
shall amount to the said sum: Provided, always, that each and every person who are 
members as aforesaid may, at discretion, pay the balance necessary to complete the 
amount hereinbefore specified. 

§ 3. If any members, who are not exempted by this ordinance from the payment of 
monthly contributions as aforesaid, shall neglect or refuse to pay the same for eighteen 
months in succession (except such as may plead indigence as a reason for non-payment, 
and whose plea may be allowed and sanctioned by the Society), they shall be expelled, 
agreeably to the provisions of the Charter: Provided, however, that all members who may 
have removed from the city shall be allowed a further extension of twelve months before 
they shall be expelled as aforesaid. 


CHAPTER X.—A Law to direct the appropriations of the funds, and fix the pensions of the 
widows and orphans. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That as it is the leading object of this Society to relieve the necessities of 
unfortunate members, every such person, having complied with the provisions of the ninth 
chapter of our by-laws, shall be entitled to receive such sums as the Society may from time 
to time direct. 

§ 2. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Overseers of the Poor that the 
situation or circumstances of any member who has applied for relief is such that he will 
require assistance more than one year, or during his natural life, it shall be their duty to 





MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN, 249 


report to the Society, for their concurrence, a specific sum which, in their opinion, under 
all the circumstances, ought to be granted as a yearly pension to such member; which 
pension, if concurred in by the Society, shall be paid by the Treasurer, in the same manner 
and at the same periods that other pensions are paid. 

§ 3. In the event of the death of any member, being in indigent circumstances, his 
widow, orphan, or orphans, shall be entitled to receive assistance agreeable to the fol- 
lowing regulations : 

1. All widows entered, or who may be entered, on the pension list, having no young 
children, shall be allowed twenty-five dollars per annum. 

2. All widows having children under the age of fourteen years shall be allowed the 
sum of five dollars per annum for each child. 

3. When a child whose mother is on the pension list shall arrive at the age of fourteen 
years, the pension of the widow for such child shall cease from that day forward. 

4. Every child having no parents living, and who shall be entered on the pension list, 
shall be allowed the sum of fifteen dollars per annum until it shall arrive at the age of 
fourteen years ; the said money to be paid the guardian of the child, or such other person 
as the Overseers of the Poor shall approve. 


CHAPTER XI.—A Law respecting the Seal, and Plate for Certificates of this Society. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That there shall be a seal provided by the Society, emblematical of its 
institution, with such device as shall be agreed on ; the same to be kept by the Secretary, 
for the purpose of sealing all certificates of admission and other transactions whereunto it 
is proper a seal should be affixed, in order that the whole of its acts and proceedings may 
be regularly authenticated. 

§ 2. The seal of this Society shall not be affixed to any instrument of writing for any 
purpose whatsoever, except certificates of admission, at any other time or place than at a 
regular meeting of this Society. 

§ 3. There shall be a plate engraved for the purpose of striking off the certificates of 
admission, and each member shall be entitled to one, which shall be presented him by the 
Secretary, dated from the commencement of his membership. 


CHAPTER XII.—A Law authorizing the election of a loaning committee, and regulating the 
loaning the money of this Society. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the Society shall at every annual meeting elect, by ballot, a committee 
of five members, whose duty it shall be to attend to the loaning of the money of this Society. 

§ 2. When application is made to the Society for money which may have been 
directed to be put out on loan, a majority of the members of the committee, on examining 
the property offered to be mortgaged, and finding it agreeable to the regulations in the 
following section, shall have power to loan the same. 

§ 3. No money shall be loaned out by the Society unless the borrower lives, and the 
property to be mortgaged be situated within the city and county of New-York, and unless 
the property offered Es mortgaged be twice the value of the sum to be loaned, 
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§ 4. In case there should be more than one applicant at the same time for any sum 
to be loaned, it is hereby made the duty of the President to determine by lot which of the 
applicants shall have the preference; but the members of this Society shall have the 
preference of all other applicants. 

§ 5. On the first meeting after the loaning of any moneys, the committee shall report 
to the Society a regular account of their proceedings. 


CHAPTER XIII.—A Law to direct the manner of issuing Certificates for the shares in the loan. 


§ 1. BE Iv ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and ‘Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That it shall be lawful for the President and Secretary, and they are hereby 
directed, to issue certificates for the shares in the loan, in the presence and by consent of 
the building committee, to such members as shall complete the payment of their shares 
respectively to said committee, and to sign their names thereto as President and Secretary, 
in the same manner as if it were done at a meeting and in the presence of the Society. 

§ 2. It shall be lawful for the Secretary to affix to each certificate so issued the 
common seal of this Society, any by-law to the contrary notwithstanding. 


CHAPTER XIV.— Rules of Order to be observed at the meetings of this Society. 


1. On the appearance of a quorum, the President shall take the chair and the 
members shall be called to order. 

2. Immediately after the President shall have taken the chair, the minutes of the 
preceding meeting shall be read by the Secretary, that any mistakes therein may be 
corrected by the Society. 

3. The President shall preserve order and decorum, and decide questions of order, 
subject to an appeal to the Society. 

4. The President shall not vote in any case, unless the Society be equally divided. 

5. When the Society adjourns, the members shall keep their seats until the President 
leaves the chair. 

6. Every member wishing to speak shall rise from his seat and address himself to the 
President, and, unless conscientiously scrupulous, shall be uncovered. 

7. When two or more members rise at once, the President shall name the member 
who is first to speak. 

8. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question until he shall have 
obtained leave from the Society. 

g. No motion shall be debated or put unless the same be seconded. When a motion 
is seconded, it shall be stated by the President before debate, and every such motion shall 
be reduced to writing, if the President or any five members desire it. 

ro. After a motion is stated by the President, it shall be deemed to be in possession 
of the Society; but may be withdrawn at any time before decision or amendment. 

11. When any question is under debate no motion shall be received, unless to amend 
it, or to postpone it to a certain day, for the previous question, or to adjourn. 

12. The previous question, until it is decided, shall preclude all amendment and debate 
of the main question, and shall be in this form: Shall the main question be now put ? 
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13. A motion to adjourn shall be always in order, and shall be decided without 
debate. 

14. No person shall speak more than once upon a previous question. 

15. Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the Society shall be presented 
by the President, or by a member in his place. 

16. Whilst the President is putting a question, no member shall walk out of or across 
the room; nor, when a member is speaking, shall any one entertain private discourse, or 
pass between him and the chair. 

17. Every bill shall receive three several readings previous to its being passed; the 
second and third reading shall be at different meetings, unless the Society unanimously 
direct otherwise. 

18, All questions in the Society shall be put in the order they were moved, except that 
in filling up blanks the largest sum and longest time shall be first put. 


CHAPTER XV.—A Law enacting the revised Laws and repealing those heretofore enacted. 


BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, That from and after the passing of this act the foregoing by-laws and ordi- 
nances shall be considered, and they are hereby declared, the only legitimate by-laws of 
this Society ; and further, that the by-laws heretofore enacted be and the same are hereby 
repealed. 


Passed in Society, Aug. 3d, 1814. 
Tuomas R. MERCEIN, 


Second Vice-President and presiding officer. 
Attest: James Hopson, Secretary. 
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AN ACT 


To amend an Act, entitled “An Act relative to the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
City of New-York,” passed April 3d, 1811. Passed January 26th, 1821. 

WueEreas, the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New- 
York have, by memorial, set forth that, in their act of incorporation, passed on the third 
day of April, 1811, they are restricted from appropriating any part of the funds of the said 
Society to any other purposes (excepting certain necessary and incidental expenses) than 
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the support of indigent members of the said Society, or the widows and children of any 
person having been a member, and having prayed for such an alteration or amendment 
of the act of incorporation as may authorize them to appropriate a part of their funds to 
the support of a School for the gratuitous education of children of deceased or indigent 
members of the said Society, and also to the establishment of an Apprentices’ Library, for 
the use of the Apprentices of Mechanics in the City of New-York; therefore, 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, That the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New- 
York be and they are hereby authorized and empowered to appropriate such part of their 
funds as may by them be deemed expedient, to the establishment and maintenance of a 
School for the education of the children of indigent or deceased. members of the said 
Society, and also to the establishment and support of an Apprentices’ Library, for the use 
of the Apprentices of Mechanics in the City of New-York, any restriction or limitation in 
the act entitled “An Act relative to the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of 
the City of New-York,” passed April 3d, 1811, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

2. And be it further enacted, That the Commissioners of School money for:the City 
and County of New-York shall, and they are hereby authorized and directed to, pay to the 
Treasurer of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, 
annually from the Chamberlain of the said city, in pursuance to the fourth section of the 
act entitled “An Act supplementary to the act entitled an act for the establishment 
of common school,” passed March 12th, 1813, such proportion of the said moneys as the 
number of children gratuitously taught in the school so established by the said Society 
shall bear to the whole number of children taught free of expense in the several other 
schools of the City and County of New-York, which are, or hereafter may be, by law 
entitled to a proportion of the moneys arising from the general school fund. 


APPBENDIXSE; 


BY-LAWS. 


ADOPTED DECEMBER 3D, 1823. 
CHAPTER I.—A Law fixing the time and place of the meetings of this Society. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That all the meetings of this Society shall be held at the Mechanics’ 
Institution in Chambers street. 
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§ 2. In addition to the annual meetings of this Society, to be held on the second 
Tuesday in January, in every year, regular meetings shall be held on the first Wednesday 
in every month, at an hour after sunset; and the first Wednesday in March, June, 
September, and December are hereby designated as quarterly meetings, and the first 
Wednesday in April, May, July, August, October, November, January, and February as 
monthly meetings of this Society. 

§ 3. Whenever seven members shall deem it expedient to have a special meeting, they 
shall signify it in writing to the President for the time being, who shall direct the Secretary 
to notify the members accordingly. 


CHAPTER II.—A Law respecting the Election of Officers. 


§ r. Br 1r ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That at the quarterly meeting in December in every year, or as soon 
thereafter as may be, six members shall be chosen by the Society, as inspectors of the annual 
election of officers ; three of whom shall be designated to receive, canvass, and estimate 
the votes given for President, first Vice-President, second Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, Collector, and Door-keeper, and three to receive, canvass, and estimate the 
votes given for the Finance and Loaning Committee, and Almoners of the Society. 

§ 2. When a quorum of members are met on the morning of the anniversary, the 
presiding officer for the time being shall, between the hours of ten and twelve o’clock a. M., 
call them to order: when, after going through the ordinary business of the Society, they 
shall proceed by ballot to the choice of their officers for the ensuing year: Provided 
always, should it at any time happen that a quorum of members is not present at or before 
eleven o’clock a. M., the opening of the poll for the election of officers shall not be sus- 
pended beyond that hour. 

§ 3: The poll for election shall be opened and kept open not less than two hours, and 
shall not be closed before one o’clock p. M., and the inspectors shall give notice of its 
closing at least fifteen minutes preceding. Immediately on closing the poll they shall 
proceed to canvass the votes, and on completing the same shall regularly certify, under 
their hands, the persons having a majority of votes; which certificates shall, provided a 
quorum of members are present, be reported forthwith to the Society ; otherwise, deposited 
with the Secretary, and registered on the minutes: Provided, however, that no member 
whose dues remain unpaid for more than twelve months (unless he shall have been 
exempted from the payment thereof by a resolution of the Society) shall be allowed to 
vote at any such election. 

§ 4. All special elections for filling vacancies occasioned by death, resignation, or 
removal shall be at a stated meeting of the Society, not less than two, or more than three, 
months after such vacancies shall have happened ; and the presiding officer shall cause the 
members to be notified thereof, in the papers employed by this Society, at least one week 
previous to the time of every such election, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 


CHAPTER III.—A Law prescribing the duties of the President and Vice-Presidents. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That it shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the 
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Society; to preserve decorum and decide all questions of order, subject, however, to an 
appeal to the Society; he shall not vote in any case, unless the Society be equally 
divided. 

§ 2. Incase of the absence of the President, the first Vice-President shall preside, and 
perform all the duties of the President ; and in case of the absence of both the President 
and the first Vice-President, the second Vice-President shall in like manner preside and 
perform the said duties; and in the event of all the said officers being absent, the Society 
(a quorum being present) shall appoint a President fro /empore, who shall perform all the 
duties incident to the office. 

§ 3. The President of the Society shall be ex officio a member of the School Com- 
mittee; the first Vice-President ex officio a member of the Library Committee; and the 
second Vice-President ex officio a member of the Finance and Loaning Committee. 


CHAPTER [V.—A Law prescribing the duties of the Treasurer. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
City of New-York, That before the Treasurer enters upon the duties of his office he shall 
give a bond to the Society, with two sufficient sureties, in the sum of two thousand dollars, 
for the faithful performance of the trust reposed in him. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all initiation fees, collect the rents 
of the Hall and Mechanics’ Institution, the interest of any money secured by bond and 
mortgage, the dividend from the Mechanics’ Bank on the stock held by the Society, and, 
from time to time, receive such money as the Collector may have on hand, and generally 
all moneys owing to the Society. 

He shall pay all specific orders drawn on him by a resolution of the Society, and 
signed by the presiding officer—also the quarterly drafts of the School, Library, and 
Finance and Loaning Committees, and Almoners of the Society. 

He shall register, in a book to be kept for that purpose, the names of the pensioners 
and the names arid ages of their children; and shall pay, at stated periods, their pensions 
as fixed by law. 

He shall report at every quarterly meeting the state of the finances and funds, and 
subjoin his own account thereto for the inspection of the members; and also such list of 
delinquents as shall be furnished him by the Collector, particularly specifying the cause of 
their delinquency, and for his services he shall be allowed a compensation of fifty dollars 
per annum. 

§ 3. The Society shall appoint annually a committee of three members to examine the 
books of the Treasurer and Collector respectively, who shall report the result at the next 
meeting of the Society thereafter. 

§ 4. When a new Treasurer is chosen, his predecessor in office shall be allowed twenty 
days to adjust and settle his accounts and other matters appertaining to the duties of his 
office. 

CHAPTER V.—A Law prescribing the duties of the Secretary. 

§ 1. Br 1T ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
City of New-York, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend every meeting of 
the Society, except prevented by sickness, or absence from the city. 





MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 255 


He shall keep minutes of their proceedings, and regularly record the same in a book 
provided for the purpose, together with all reports made to the Society, and shall also file 
and number all original papers, resolutions, and other documents. 

He shall also keep a book, wherein each member’s name and occupation shall be 
inserted, in such order and manner that it will appear when they were admitted, expelled, 
died, or withdrew, as the case may be; which book shall be the register of the Society. 
And, further, he shall keep a book similar to that directed to be kept by the Treasurer, 
wherein shall be recorded the names of the widows and orphans who are pensioners to this 
institution. 

He shall notify forthwith each person who has been regularly admitted a member of 
this Society of such admission, and in case of the election of any member not present to 
an office, he shall also notify him of his election. 

When committees are appointed, it shall be his duty to give notice to the member 
first named on the committee, with a written copy of the resolution, matter, or thing 
referred, and the names of the other members of the committee. 

When motions are made and seconded, he shall record the names of those members 
by whom they are made and seconded. 

He shall cause public notice to be given of all the meetings of the Society, in such 
papers and in such manner as the Society may direct. 

§ 3. In the absence or inability of the Secretary, the presiding officer for the time 
being shall appoint one of the members to officiate as Secretary pvo tempore. 

§ 4. The Secretary shall be allowed for his services an annual salary of fifty dollars. 


CHAPTER VI.—A Law prescribing the duties of the Collector. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That whenever a Collector is elected, before he enters on the duties of his 
office, he shall give a bond to the Society, with one sufficient surety, in the sum of two 
hundred dollars. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Collector to call on all members residing in this city, 
who may be in arrears, for their dues, and on receiving the same give receipts, if required. 

He shall make quarterly returns to the Treasurer, in writing, of all delinquents who 
are twelve or more months in arrears, specifying particularly the cause or causes of their 
delinquency. 

He shall pay to the Treasurer, at least once in every quarter, all moneys by him 
collected as aforesaid. 

He shall keep an alphabetical list of the members, in a book ruled with columns 
for each quarter, in such manner that it may be readily seen how many months each 
person is in arrears for contributions. 

§ 3. For the faithful performance of the above duties the Collector shall be allowed 
ten per cent. on all moneys collected by him and paid to the Treasurer. 


CHAPTER VII.— Duties of the Door-keeper and Messenger. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the Door-keeper shall attend all the meetings of the Society, and shall 
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suffer no person except members to enter the Hall during the time of meeting without 
the permission of the Society; he shall deliver to members elect the notices prepared 
by and handed to him by the Secretary, informing them of their election. 

He shall at all times have the Hall ready and prepared for the meetings of the 
Society, and as a compensation therefor shall be allowed to occupy so much of the 
basement story of the Mechanics’ Institution as the committee of expenditures and loans 
may prescribe, and shall also receive seventy-five cents for each meeting of the Society 
which he attends. 


CHAPTER VIII.—A Law authorizing the election of Almoners and designating their duties. 


§ 1. Be IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That four members of this Society shall be elected at the annual meeting as 
Almoners, who shall hold their offices for one year, and until others are elected in their 
place. 

§ 2. All applications made to this Society for relief, either personally or by petition, 
shall be referred to the Almoners. 

§ 3. It shall be the duty of the Almoners to inquire into the circumstances of every 
member, or of the widow, orphan, or orphans of any deceased member who may apply 
for assistance. 

They shall also inquire into the circumstances of each member who may plead 
indigence as a cause for not paying his monthly or annual dues. 

They shall visit from time to time the several pensioners of this Society, in order that 
they may obtain a knowledge whether they are fit and proper objects of its bounty. 

In all cases referred to them, or that may occur in the performance of their 
duty, they shall report in writing to the Society a statement of facts, with their opinion 
thereon. 

§ 4. In cases when applications are made to the Almoners, during the recess of the 
Society, by pensioners or others, and where petitions or applications have been referred 
to them, and on examination it shall appear that the applicant or applicants are entitled 
to relief, by the By-Laws, and that the circumstances of the case are such as to require 
immediate assistance, and will not admit of the delay necessary to make a formal report 
thereof, then it shall and may be lawful for them to make a donation, not to exceed 
ten dollars, to each applicant, for each and every month during the continuance of their 
several necessities, and only during the recess of the Society: Provided, always, that 
they shall report in writing, at the next meeting thereafter, the amount thus advanced 
and the name and situation of the person thus relieved. 


CHAPTER IX.—A Law relative to the Mechanics’ School and Apprentices’ Library. 


WHEREAS this Society, duly impressed with the importance of education in early 
life, did, by a resolution passed November, 1820, 

Resolve to establish a school for the gratuitous education, in whole or in part, of 
the children of deceased. or other members whose situation required it, and for that 
purpose applied to the Legislature for an amendment to the charter, authorizing the 
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expenditure of money for that object, and also for the establishment of a Library for the 
use of Apprentices of Mechanics in this City, which was accordingly granted by the 
act passed 26th January, 1821. Therefore, 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That this Society do maintain and support a School and Library for the 
purposes aforesaid, and that the same be kept in the Mechanics’ Institution in Chambers 
street. . 

§ 2. That the President (or, in his absence, the officer presiding) shall, at the meeting 
of the Society, held in February of each year, nominate, and, with the consent of the 
Society, appoint twelve members to constitute the School Committee, to serve one year, 
and until others are appointed in their place. 

It shall be the duty of*the said committee to judge of the qualifications of, and to 
employ and discharge teachers, to examine and decide upon the claims and determine the 
terms of admission into the school of those children who may be proposed for entrance ; 
to visit the school at least monthly; to make rules and regulations for its government, and 
generally to superintend its concerns. It shall also be the duty of the committee, at least 
once in each year (and whenever thereunto required by a resolution of the Society), to 
present a statement, exhibiting the situation of the school, and all such matters connected 
therewith as will enable the Society to form a just estimate of the same. 

§ 3. It shall be the duty of the President, or, in his absence, the officer presiding at 
the time and manner aforesaid, also to nominate, and, with the consent of the Society, 
appoint six members, to constitute the Library Committee, to serve for one year, and until 
others are appointed in their place. It shall be the duty of the sditl committee to take 
charge of and generally to superintend the concerns of the library ; to employ and discharge 
librarians ; to establish rules and regulations for the good government of the library; to 
make a detailed report to the Society annually, exhibiting the actual situation of the 
library, a catalogue of the books therein, and the number lost or missing; the number of 
accounts open with readers during the year, and such other information as will enable the 
Society to judge of the progress of, and the benefits derived from, the institution. | 


CHAPTER X.—A Law regulating the proposition of Candidates. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the art or trade of every person to be proposed as a member of this 
Society shall be entered by the Secretary on the minutes of the meeting at which such 
proposition is made; and the Society shall in no case proceed to ballot for such person as 
a member unless two of the brothers shall have previously vouched for his character, as it 
relates to industry, honesty, and sobriety; and also for his being a mechanic or trades- 
man, and a citizen of the United States. 


CHAPTER XI.—A Law regulating the Ceremony of the Initiation of Members. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That every person who may hereafter be elected a member of this Society 


258 GENERAL SOCIETY OF 


shall, within three meetings thereafter, apply for the purpose of being initiated ; and in case 
any person so elected shall neglect to apply within the time aforesaid, his election shall, by 
such neglect, become void. 

§ 2, All members who are in waiting for the purpose of being initiated shall be 
regularly introduced to the Society by two brothers, previously appointed by the President 
or presiding officer as masters of ceremonies for that evening. The masters of ceremonies, 
when arrived at the door of the Hall, accompanied by the person or persons to be initiated, 
shall give notice thereof by three distinct raps, which shall be answered by the President 
with two strokes of his hammer; the brothers at the same time will rise and uncover, 
while the masters of ceremonies shall approach the chair, and present the newly elected 
member or members. The presiding officer will then address them as follows. [To be 
spoken in the plural or singular, as the case may require. | 


“ FELLOW CITIZENS: 

“You have been regularly admitted members of this Society. This mark of favor with 
which our institution has honored you is the happy result of those flattering recommenda- 
tions we have received of your character. Let sobriety, industry, integrity, and upright- 
ness of heart continue the ornaments of your name. 

“We now hail you brothers! Delightful union, when the bond of friendship is 
benevolence! To dry the tear from misery’s eye, to succor the afflicted, and to confer 
the blessings of education upon the children of poor or deceased members, whose situation 
may render the aid of the Society requisite, is our present aim, and constituted a principal 
object with the founders of this institution. 

“You are now about to join your efforts to those of your brethren around you; a 
compliance with the tenor of our laws will entitle you to an equal participation of the 
privileges and benefits derived from this incorporation. May the interests, harmony, and 
reputation of this General Association be ever dear to you. 

“You will inscribe your names on the general register of this Society, in whose behalf 
I tender you the right hand of fellowship.” 


CHAPTER XII.—A Law relative to the Funds of this Society, and to regulate the contributions 
of its members. 

§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That each person admitted a member of this Society shall pay as an 
initiation fee ten dollars, to be paid to the Treasurer, or, in his absence, to the Secretary, 
immediately after his being initiated, and he shall also pay to the Treasurer twelve dollars, 
in three equal annual installments; and in default thereof he shall forfeit the sum paid as 
an initiation fee and his right of membership: Provided, however, that if any person 
admitted as aforesaid shall pay to the Treasurer or Secretary, at the time of his becoming 
a member, the sum of twenty dollars, he shall be exempt from all future payments, and be 
entitled to all the privileges and advantages derived from this incorporation. 

§ 2. If any members, who are not exempted by this ordinance from the payment of 
monthly or annual contributions, shall neglect or refuse to pay the same for eighteen 
months in succession (except such as may plead indigence as a reason for non-payment, 
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and whose plea may be allowed and sanctioned by the Society), they shall be expelled 
agreeably to the provisions of the Charter: Provided, however, that all members who may 
have removed from the city shall be allowed a further extension of twelve months before 
they shall be expelled as aforesaid. 

§ 3. All members who have not paid the sum of twenty dollars shall continue to pay 
the monthly or annual dues which were prescribed by the by-laws in force at the time of 
their admission. 


CHAPTER XIII.—A Law to direct the Appropriations of the Funds and fix the Pensions of 
the Widows and Orphans. 


§ 1. Be IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That as it is the leading object of this Society to relieve the necessities of 
unfortunate members, every such person, having complied with the provisions of the 
twelfth chapter of our by-laws, shall be entitled to receive such sums as the Society may 
from time to time direct. 

§ 2. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the almoners that the situation or 
circumstances of any member who has applied for relief is such that he will require 
assistance more than one year, or during his natural life, it shall be their duty to report to 
the Society, for their concurrence, a specific sum, which, in their opinion, under all the 
circumstances, ought to be granted as a yearly pension to such member; which pension, if 
concurred in by the Society, shall be paid by the Treasurer in the same manner and at the 
same periods that other pensions are paid. 

§ 3. In the event of the death of any member, being in indigent circumstances, his 
widow, orphan, or orphans shall be entitled to receive assistance agreédble to the following 
regulations : 

1. All widows entered or who may be entered on the pension list, having no young 
children, shall be allowed twenty-five dollars per annum. 

2. All widows having children under the age of fourteen years shall be allowed the 
sum of five dollars per annum for each child. 

3. When a child, whose mother is on the pension list, shall arrive to the age of four- 
teen years, the pension of the widow for such child shall cease from that day forward. 

4. Every child having no parents living, and who shall be entered on the pension list, 
shall be allowed the sum of fifteen dollars per annum until it shall arrive at the age of 
fourteen years; the said money to be paid to the guardian of the child, or such other 
person as the almoners shall approve. 


CHAPTER XIV.—A Law respecting the Seal and Plate for Certificates of this Society. 


§ 1. Be Ir ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That there shall be a seal provided by the Society, emblematical of its 
institution, with such device as shall be agreed on; the same to be kept by the Secretary, 
for the purpose of sealing all certificates of admission and other transactions whereunto it 
is proper a seal should be affixed, in order that the whole of its acts and proceedings may 
be regularly authenticated. 
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§ 2. The seal of the Society shall not be affixed to any instrument of writing, for any 
purpose whatsoever (except certificates of admission and the application for the common 
school money for the school), at any other time or place than at a regular meeting of this 
Society. 

§ 3. The plate for the certificates of membership shall be kept by the Secretary of this 
Society, and each member shall be entitled to a certificate (on the payment of one dollar), 
dated from the time of his initiation. 

CHAPTER XV.—A Law authorizing the election of a Finance and Loaning Committee, and 
prescribing their duties. 

§ 1. BE Ir ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
City of New-York, That the Society shall, at every annual meeting, elect by ballot a com- 
mittee of four members, to constitute a Finance and Loaning Committee. 

§ 2. When application is made to the Society for money which may have been directed 
to be put out on loan, a majority of the members of the committee, on examining the 
property offered to be mortgaged, and finding it agreeable to the regulations in the fol- 
lowing section, shall have power to loan the same. 

§ 3. No money shall be loaned out by the Society unless the borrower lives, and the 
property to be mortgaged be situated within the city and county of New-York, and unless 
the property offered to be mortgaged be twice the value of the sum to be loaned. 

§ 4. In case there should be more than one applicant at the same time for any sum 
to be loaned, it is hereby made the duty of the President to determine by lot which of the 
applicants shall have the preference; but the members of this Society shall have the 
preference of all other applicants. 

§ 5. On the first meeting after the loaning of any moneys, the committee shall report 
to the Society a regular account of their proceedings. 

§ 6. All the repairs to the Mechanics’ Institution and Mechanics’ Hall shall be done 
under the direction and by the order of the said committee, and no expenditure shall be 
made for account of the Society (except the specific appropriations to the Almoners of the 
Poor, the Library and School Committees, and the payment of pensions) but through the 
medium of the Finance and Loaning Committee, who are to account for the same in the 
manner prescribed in chapter sixteen. 


CHAPTER XVI.—A Law relative to the Expenditures of the Society. 


WHEREAS, the ability of this institution to succor the afflicted and to educate the 
children of poor or deceased members materially depends upon an economical expenditure 
of its funds and the prompt accountability of those to whom they are confided; therefore, 

§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That at the meeting in February of each year, or if, from any cause, a meet- 
ing should not be held, then at the next meeting thereafter, appropriations for the current 
year shall be made of such sums as may then be deemed sufficient, and within the means 
of the treasury, for the Almoners of the Society, the School and Library Committees, and 
the Finance and Loaning Committee, to be by the said committees drawn from the treas- 
ury quarterly; and the Treasurer is hereby authorized to pay the said drafts, with the 
exceptions hereinafter mentioned. 
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§ 2. That it shall be the duty of the Almoners of this Society, the School, Library, 
and the Finance and Loaning Committees, and they are hereby required, to report to the 
Society quarterly —to wit, at the meetings held in May, August, November, and February 
of each year—an account of their receipts and expenditures for the preceding quarter, and 
the vouchers for all moneys paid by them; and in default thereof the Treasurer is hereby 
prohibited from paying their drafts for any subsequent quarter until the accounts and 
vouchers are rendered ; said accounts and vouchers to be delivered to the Treasurer, to be 
filed and regularly entered into his books. 

§ 3. That the Treasurer shall not pay any bills or orders, except as above mentioned, 
unless so directed by a vote of the Society: Provided, however, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall prevent the Treasurer from paying the pensions due by the Society. 


CHAPTER XVII.—Rules of order to be observed at the meetings of this Society. 


1. On the appearance of a quorum the President shall take the chair, and the 
members shall be called to order. 

2. Immediately after the President shall have taken the chair the minutes of the 
preceding meeting shall be read by the Secretary, that any mistakes therein may be 
corrected by the Society. 

3. When the Society adjourns, the members shall keep their seats until the President 
leaves the chair. 

4. Every member wishing to speak shall rise from his seat and address himself to the 
President, and, unless conscientiously scrupulous, shall be uncovered. 

5. When two or more members rise at once, the President shall name the member 
who is first to speak. i 

6. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question until he shall have 
obtained leave from the Society. 

7. No motion shall be debated or put unless the same be seconded. When a motion 
is seconded it shall be stated by the President before debate, and every such motion shall 
be reduced to writing if the President or any five members desire it. 

8. After a motion is stated by the President it shall be deemed to be in possession of 
the Society, but may be withdrawn at any time before decision or amendment. 

g. When any question is under debate, no motion shall be received unless to amend 
it or to postpone it to a certain day, for the previous question, or to adjourn. 

10. The previous question, until it is decided, shall preclude all amendment and 
debate of the main question; and shall be in this form: Shall the main question now 
be put ? 

11. A motion to adjourn shall be always in order, and shall be decided without 
debate. 

12. No member shall speak more than once upon a previous question. 

13. Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the Society, shall be presented 
by the President, or by a member in his place. 

14. Whilst the President is putting a question no member shall walk out of or across 
the room, nor when a member is speaking shall any one entertain private discourse or pass 
between him and the chair. 





262 GENERAL SOCIETY OF 


15. Every bill shall receive three several readings previous to its being passed; the 
second and third reading shall be at different meetings, unless the Society unanimously 
direct otherwise. 

16. All questions in the Society shall be put in the order they were moved, except 
that in filling up blanks the largest sum and longest time shall be first put. 


CHAPTER XVIII.—A Law repealing the By-Laws heretofore passed. 


BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, That from and after the first day of January next, all by-laws, rules, and regu- 
lations heretofore ordained be and the same are hereby repealed. 


Passed in Society, December 3d, 1823. 
JoHN SUTPHEN, 


Second Vice-President and presiding officer. 
Attest: James Hopson, Secretary. 
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BY-LAWS. 
CHAPTER I.—A Law fixing the time and place of the Meetings of this Society. 


§ 1. Be IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the meetings of this Society shall be held at the Mechanics’ Institution 
in Crosby street. 

§ 2. In addition to the annual meetings of this Society, to be held on the second 
Tuesday in January, in every year, regular meetings shall be held on the first Wednesday 
in every month, at an hour after sunset; and the first Wednesday in March, June, Septem- 
ber, and December are hereby designated as quarterly meetings, and the first Wednesday 
in April, May, July, August, October, November, January, and February as monthly 
meetings, of this Society. 

§ 3. Whenever seven members shall deem it expedient to have a special meeting 
they shall signify it in writing to the President for the time being, who shall direct the 
Secretary to notify the members accordingly. 


CHAPTER II.—A Law respecting the Election of Officers. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That at the quarterly meeting in December in every year, or as soon there- 


~ 
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after as may be, six members shall be chosen by the Society, as inspectors of the annual 
election of officers; three of whom shall be designated to receive, canvass, and estimate 
the votes given for President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, Collector, and Door-keeper, and three to receive, canvass, and estimate the 
votes given for the Finance Committee and Almoners of the Society. 

§ 2. When a quorum of members are met on the morning of the anniversary, the 
presiding officer for the time being shall, between the hours of ten and twelve o’clock 
A. M., call them to order; when, after going through the ordinary business of the Society, 
they shall proceed by ballot to the choice of their officers for the ensuing year: Pro- 
vided always, should it at any time happen that a quorum of members is not present 
at or before eleven o’clock A. M., the opening of the poll for the election of officers shall 
not be suspended beyond that hour. 

§ 3. The poll for election shall be opened and kept open not less than two hours, 
and shall not be closed before one o’clock p. M.; and the inspectors shall give notice 
of its closing at least fifteen minutes preceding. Immediately on closing the poll they 
shall proceed to canvass the votes, and, on completing the same, shall regularly certify 
under their hands the persons having a majority of votes; which certificate shall, pro- 
vided a quorum of members are present, be reported forthwith to the Society ; otherwise, 
deposited with the Secretary, and registered on the minutes. 

§ 4. Special elections for filling vacancies, occasioned by death, resignation, or 
removal, shall be at a stated meeting of the Society, not less than two nor more than 
three months after such vacancies shall have happened; and the presiding officer shall 
cause the members to be notified thereof, in the papers employed by this Society, at least 
one week previous to the time of such election. 


CHAPTER III.—A Law prescribing the Duties of the President and Vice-Presidents. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That it shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the 
Society ; to preserve decorum, and decide all questions of order, subject, however, to an 
appeal to the Society. He shall not vote in any case, unless the Society be equally 
divided. 

§ 2. In case of the absence of the President, the first Vice-President shall preside and 
perform the duties of the President ; and in case of the absence of both the President and 
the first Vice-President, the second Vice-President shall in like manner preside and perform 
the said duties; and in the event of all the said officers being absent, the Society (a 
quorum being present) shall appoint a President Avo ¢empore, who shall perform all the 
duties incident to the office. 

§ 3. The President of the Society shall be ex officio a member of the School Com- 
mittee ; the first Vice-President ex officio a member of the Library Committee; and the 
second Vice-President ex officio a member of the Finance Committee. 


CHAPTER IV.—A Law prescribing the Duties of the Treasurer. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That before the Treasurer enters upon the duties of his office, he shall 
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annually give a bond to the Society, with two sufficient sureties, in a sum not less than 
two thousand dollars, for the faithful performance of the trust reposed in him. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect the rents of the Mechanics’ Hall 
and of the building in Chambers street, the interest of any money secured by bond and 
mortgage, the dividend from the Mechanics’ Bank on the stock held by the Society, the 
initiation fees, and generally all moneys owing to the Society. 

He shall pay all specific orders drawn on him by a resolution of the Society, and 
signed by the presiding officer; also the quarterly drafts of the School, Library, and Finance 
Committees and Almoners of the Society, in conformity with the provisions of the 15th 
chapter of the by-laws. 

He shall report at every quarterly meeting the state of the finances and funds, and 
subjoin his own account thereto, for the inspection of the members; and also such list of 
delinquents as shall be furnished him by the Collector, particularly specifying the cause of 
their delinquency. And for his services he shall be allowed a compensation of fifty dollars 
per annum. 

§ 3. The Society shall appoint annually a committee of three members to examine the 
books of the Treasurer, Secretary, and Collector, respectively, who shall report the result 
at the next regular meeting of the Society thereafter. 

§ 4. When a new Treasurer is chosen, his predecessor in office shall be allowed twenty 
days to adjust and settle his accounts, and other matters appertaining to the duties of his 
office. 

In the absence of the Treasurer, the presiding officer shall appoint a Treasurer Aro 


tempore. 
CHAPTER V.—A Law prescribing the Duties of the Secretary. 


§ 1. Be IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend every meeting of the 
Society, except prevented by sickness, or absence from the city. 

§ 2. He shall keep minutes of their proceedings, and regularly record the same, 
together with all reports made to the Society, in a book provided for the purpose; and 
shall also file and number all original papers, resolutions, and other documents. And when 
reporting the minutes of the preceding meeting, he shall read them as then written in the 
book of minutes. 

He shall also keep a book wherein each member’s name and occupation shall be 
inserted, in such order and manner that it will appear when he was admitted, expelled, died, 
or withdrew, as the case may be; which book shall be the general register of the Society. 

He shall notify forthwith each person who has been elected a member of this Society 
of such election; and in case of the election of any member not present to an office, he 
shall also notify him of his election. 

When committees are appointed, it shall be his duty to give notice to the member first 
named on the committee, with a written copy of the resolution, matter, or thing referred, 
and the names of the other members of the committee. 

When motions are made and seconded, he shall record the names of those members 
by whom they are made and seconded. 
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He shall cause public notice to be given of all the meetings of the Society, by one 
insertion in as many of the daily papers of the city as the Society shall direct, on the day 
on which the meeting takes place; provided the papers do not charge over five dollars per 
annum for advertisements. 

§ 3. In the absence or inability of the Secretary, the presiding officer shall appoint one 
of the members to officiate as Secretary p70 tempore. © 

§ 4. The Secretary shall be allowed for his services an annual salary of fifty dollars. 


CHAPTER VI.—A Law prescribing the Duties of the Collector. 


§ 1. Be 1T ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That whenever a Collector is elected, before he enters on the duties of his 
office, he shall give a bond to the Society, with one sufficient surety, in the sum of two 
hundred dollars. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Collector to call on all members residing in this city, 
who may be in arrears for their dues, and, on receiving the same, give receipts if required. 

He shall make quarterly returns to the Treasurer, in writing, of all delinquents who 
are twelve or more months in arrears, specifying particularly the cause or causes of their 
delinquency. 

He shall pay to the Treasurer, at least once in every quarter, all moneys by him 
collected as aforesaid. 

He shall keep an alphabetical list of the members, in a book ruled with columns 
for each quarter, in such manner that it may be readily seen how many months each 
person is in arrears for contributions. 

§ 3. For the faithful performance of the above duties the Collector shall be allowed 
ten per cent. on all moneys collected by him and paid to the Treasurer. 


CHAPTER VII.—A Law prescribing the Duties of the Door-keeper and Messenger. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the 
City of New-York, That the Door-keeper shall attend all the meetings of the Society, and 
shall suffer no person except members to enter the hall during the time of meeting without 
the permission of the Society. He shall deliver to members elect the notices prepared and 
handed to him by the Secretary, informing them of their election. 

He shall at all times have the Hall ready and prepared for the meetings of the Society, 
and as a compensation therefor shall be allowed two dollars for each meeting of the 
Society which he attends. 


CHAPTER VIII.—A Law authorizing the Election of Almoners, and designating their Duties. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, that four members of this Society shall be elected at the annual meeting 
as Almoners, who shall hold their office for one year, and until others are elected in their 
place. 

§ 2. All applications made to this Society for relief, either personally or by petition, 
shall be referred to the Almoners. 
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§ 3. It shall be the duty of the Almoners to inquire into the circumstances of every 
member, or of the widow, orphan, or orphans of any deceased member who may apply for 
assistance. 

They shall register in a book, to be kept for that purpose, the names of the pensioners 
and the names and ages of their children, and shall pay at stated periods their pensions as 
fixed by law. 

They shall also inquire into the circumstances of each member who may plead 
indigence as a cause for not paying his monthly or annual dues. 

They shall visit, from time to time, the several pensioners of this Society, in order 
that they may obtain a knowledge whether they are fit and proper objects of its bounty. 

In all cases referred to them, or that may occur in the performance of their duty, 
they shall report in writing to the Society a statement of facts, with their opinion thereon. 

§ 4. In cases when applications are made to the Almoners, during the recess of the ~ 
Society, by pensioners or others, and where petitions or applications have been referred to 
them, and on examination it shall appear that the applicant or applicants are entitled to 
relief by the by-laws, and that the circumstances of the case are such as to require imme- 
diate assistance, and will not admit of the delay necessary to make a formal report thereof, 
then it shall and may be lawful for them to make a donation not to exceed ten dollars to 
each applicant, for each and every month during the continuance of their several neces- 
sities, and only during the recess of the Society: Provided, always, that they shall report 
in writing, at the next meeting thereafter, the amount thus advanced, and the name and 
situation of the person thus relieved. 


CHAPTER IX.—A Law relative to the Mechanics’ School and Apprentices’ Library. 


WHEREAS, this Society, duly impressed with the importance of education in early life, 
did by a resolution, passed November, 1820, 

fesolve to establish a school for the gratuitous education, in whole or in part, of the 
children of deceased or other members, whose situation required it, and for that purpose 
applied to the Legislature for an amendment to the Charter, authorizing the expenditure 
of money for that object; and also for the establishment of a library for the use of 
apprentices of mechanics in this city, which was accordingly granted by the act passed 
26th January, 1821, and continued in force by the act of February, 1833. Therefore, 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That this Society do maintain and support a school and library, for the 
purposes aforesaid, and that the same be kept in the Mechanics’ Institution in Crosby street. 

§ 2. That the President (or, in his absence, the officer presiding) shall, at the meeting 
of the. Society held in February of each year, nominate and, with the consent of the 
Society, appoint twelve members to constitute the School Committee, to serve one year, 
and until others are appointed in their place. 

It shall be the duty of the said committee to judge of the qualifications of and to 
employ and discharge teachers, to examine and decide upon the claims and determine the 
terms of admission into the school of those children who may be proposed for entrance ; 
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to visit the school at least monthly; to make rules and regulations for its government, and 
generally to superintend its concerns. It shall also be the duty of the committee, at least 
once in each year (and whenever thereunto required by a resolution of the Society), to 
present a statement, exhibiting the situation of the school, and all such matters connected 
therewith as will enable the Society to form a just estimate of the same. 

§ 3. It shall be the duty of the President (or, in his absence, the officer presiding), at 
the time and manner aforesaid, also to nominate and, with the consent of the Society, 
appoint twelve members, to constitute the Library Committee, to serve for one year, and 
until others are appointed in their place. 

It shall be the duty of the said committee to take charge of and generally to super- 
intend the concerns of the library and reading-rooms; to employ and discharge Librarians; 
to establish rules and regulations for the good government of the library and reading- 
rooms ; to make a detailed report to the Society annually, exhibiting the actual situation 
of the library, a catalogue of the books therein, and the number lost or missing; the 
number of accounts open with readers during the year, and such other information as will 
enable the Society to judge of the progress of and the benefits derived from the institution. 


CHAPTER X.—A Law regulating the Proposition of Candidates. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the art or trade of every person to be proposed as a member of this 
Society shall be entered by the Secretary on the minutes of the meeting at which such 
proposition is made; and the Society shall in no case proceed to ballot for such person as 
a member unless four of the brothers shall have previously vouched for his character, at 
the time of his being proposed, as it relates to industry, honesty, and ‘sobriety ; and also 
for his being a mechanic or tradesman, and a citizen of the United States. 

§ 2. Every person admitted a member of this Society shall pay to the Treasurer, 
immediately after his initiation, the sum of thirty dollars. 


CHAPTER XI.—A Law regulating the Ceremony of the Initiation of Members. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That every person who may hereafter be elected a member of this Society 
shall, within three regular meetings thereafter, apply for the purpose of being initiated ; 
and in case any person so elected shall neglect to apply within the time aforesaid, his 
election shall, by such neglect, become void. 

§ 2. All persons who are in waiting for the purpose of being initiated shall be regu- 
larly introduced to the Society by two brothers previously appointed by the President, or 
presiding officer, as masters of ceremonies for that evening. ‘The masters of ceremonies, 
when arrived at the door of the Hall, accompanied by the person or persons to be initiated, 
shall give notice thereof by three distinct raps, which shall be answered by the President 
with two strokes of his hammer; the brothers at the same time will rise, while the masters 
of ceremonies shall approach the chair, and present the newly elected member or members. 
The presiding officer will then address them as follows. [To be spoken in the plural or 
singular, as the case may require. | 
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“ FELLOW CITIZENS: 

“In accordance with the usages of our institution, you have been elected members of 
the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York. This mark 
of favor, conferred upon you by our association, is the result of the satisfactory testimonials 
we have received of your characters. May sobriety, industry, and integrity ever be the 
ornaments of your names. 

“ The advantages resulting from a union for mutual benefit must be manifest to every 
reflecting mind. To relieve the unfortunate, the widow, and the orphan, was the primary 
object of the founders of this incorporation. With the increase of its means, its usefulness 
has been extended by the establishment of a school, in which the children of poor or 
deceased members, whose situation renders our assistance necessary, may be gratuitously 
educated ; and also of a library and reading-rooms, designed to elevate the characters and 

_improve the minds of the apprentices of the mechanics of our city. 

“Your aid will be expected in advancing the objects of the institution; and as our 
laws guarantee to you all its benefits and privileges, so at all times endeavor to promote 
the harmony, advance the interests, and guard the reputation of this General Association. 

“We now hail you brothers! A delightful union, where the bond of friendship is 
benevolence. 

* You will inscnbe your names on the general register of the institution, in whose 
behalf I tender you the right hand of fellowship.” 


CHAPTER XII.—A Law to direct the appropriations of the Funds, and fix the Pensions of the 
Widows and Orphans. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That as it is the leading object of this Society to relieve the necessities of 
unfortunate members, all such persons, having complied with the provisions of the Charter 
and By-Laws, shall be entitled to receive such sums as the Society may from time to 
time direct. 

§ 2. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Almoners that the situation or 
circumstances of any member who has applied for relief is such that he will require 
assistance more than one year, or during his natural life, it shall be their duty to report to 
the Society, for their concurrence, a specific sum, which, in their opinion, under all the 
circumstances, ought to be granted as a yearly pension to such member ; which pension, if 
concurred in by the Society, shall be paid by the Almoners, in the same manner and at the 
same periods that other pensions are paid. 

§ 3. In the event of the death of any member, being in indigent circumstances, his 
widow, orphan, or orphans shall be entitled to receive assistance agreeably to the following 
regulations : 

1. All widows entered or who may be entered on the pension list shall be allowed 
twenty-five dollars per annum. 

2. All widows havings children under the age of fourteen years shall be allowed the 
sum of five dollars per annum for each child. 

3. When a child whose mother is on the pension list shall arrive at the age of fourteen 
years, the pension of the widow for such child shall cease from that day forward. 
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4. Every child, having no parents living, and who shall be entered on the pension list, 
shall be allowed the sum of fifteen dollars per annum, until it shall arrive at the age of 
fourteen years, the said money to be paid to the guardian of the child or such other person 
as the Almoners shall approve. 

5. The rules relative to pensioners shall be so construed as not to debar non-residents 
from receiving pensions. 


CHAPTER XIII.—A Law respecting the Seal and Plate for Certificates of this Society. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That there shall be a seal provided by the Society, emblematical of its 
institution, with such device as shall be agreed on; the same to be kept by the Secretary 
for the purpose of sealing all certificates of admission, and other transactions whereunto 
it is proper a seal should be affixed, in order that the whole of its acts and proceedings may 
be regularly authenticated. 

§ 2. The seal of the Society shall not be affixed to any instrument of writing, for any 
purpose whatsoever (except certificates of admission, and the application for the common 
school money, for the school), at any other time or place than at a regular meeting of this 
Society. 

§ 3. The plate for the certificates of membership shall be kept by the Secretary of this 
Society, and each member shall be entitled to a certificate (on the payment of one dollar 
to the Secretary), dated from the time of his initiation. 


CHAPTER XIV.—A Law authorizing the Election of a Finance Committee, and prescribing their Duties. 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the Society shall, at every annual meeting, elect by ballot a committee 
of four members to constitute a finance committee. 

§ 2. When application is made to the Society for money which may have been directed 
to be put out on loan, a majority of the members of the committee, on examining the 
property offered to be mortgaged, and finding it agreeable to the regulations of the follow- 
ing section, shall have power to loan the same. 

§ 3. No money shall be loaned out by the Society, unless the borrower lives, and the 
property to be mortgaged be situated, within the city and county of New-York ; and unless 
the property offered to be mortgaged be twice the value of the sum to be loaned. 

§ 4. On the first meeting of the Society after the loaning of any moneys, the com- 
mittee shall report a regular account of their proceedings. 

§ 5. All the repairs to Mechanics’ Hall, to the building in Chambers street, and to the 
Mechanics’ Institution in Crosby street, shall be done under the direction of the said 
committee. 

CHAPTER XV.—A Law relative to the Expenditures of this Society. 


WueErEAS, the ability of this institution to succor the afflicted and to educate the 
children of poor or deceased members materially depends upon an economical expendi- 
ture of its funds, and the prompt accountability of those to whom they are confided, 
Therefore, 
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§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That at the meeting in February of each year, or if from any cause a 
meeting should not be held, then at the next meeting thereafter, appropriations for the 
current year shall be made, of such sums as may then be deemed sufficient, and within the 
means of the Treasury, for the Almoners of the Society, the School and Library Com- 
mittees, and the Finance Committee, to be by the said committees drawn from the Treasury 
quarterly ; and the Treasurer is hereby authorized to pay the said drafts, with the exceptions 
hereinafter mentioned. 

§ 2. That it shall be the duty of the Almoners of this Society, the School, Library, 
and the Finance Committees, and they are hereby required, to report to the Society 
quarterly, to wit, at the meetings held in May, August, November, and February of each 
year, an account of their receipts and expenditures for the preceding quarter, and the 
vouchers for all moneys paid by them; and in default thereof, the Treasurer is hereby pro- 
hibited from paying their draft, for any subsequent quarter, until the accounts and vouchers 
are rendered. Said accounts and vouchers to be delivered to the Treasurer, to be filed and 
regularly entered into his books. 

§ 3. That the Treasurer shall not pay any bills or orders, except as above mentioned, 
unless so directed by a vote of the Society. 


CHAPTER XVI.—Rules of Order to be observed at the Meetings of this Society. 


1. On the appearance of a quorum, the President shall take the chair and the 
members shall be called to order. 

2. Immediately after the President shall have taken the chair the minutes of the 
preceding meeting shall be read by the Secretary, that any mistakes therein may be 
corrected by the Society. 

3. When the Society adjourns, the members shall keep their seats until the President 
leaves the chair. 

4. Every member wishing to speak shall rise from his seat and address himself to the 
President; and, unless conscientiously scrupulous, shall be uncovered. 

s. When two or more members rise at once the President shall name the member who 
is first to speak. 

6. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question until he shall have 
obtained leave from the Society. 

7. No motion shall be debated or put unless the same be seconded. When a motion 
is seconded it shall be stated by the President before debate, and every such motion shall 
be reduced to writing if the President or any five members desire it. 

8. After a motion is stated by the President it shall be deemed to be in possession of 
the Society, but may be withdrawn at any time before decision or amendment. 

g. When any question is under debate no motion shall be received, unless to amend 
it or to postpone it to a certain day, for the previous question, or to adjourn. 

1o. The previous question, until it is decided, shall preclude all amendment and 
debate of the main question, and shall be in this form: Shall the main question now 
be put? 


by 
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11. A motion to adjourn shall be always in order, and shall be decided without 
debate. 

12. No member shall speak more than once upon a previous question. 

13. Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the Society shall be presented 
by the President, or by a member in his place. 

14. Whilst the President is putting a question, no member shall walk out of or across 
the room; nor, when a member is speaking, shall any one entertain private discourse, or 
pass between him and the chair. 

15. Every bill shall receive three several readings previous to its being passed. The 
second and third reading shall be at different meetings unless the Society unanimously 
direct otherwise. 

16. All questions in the Society shall be put in the order they were moved, except 
that in filling up blanks the largest sum and longest time shall be first put. 
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CHAPTER XVII.—A Law authorizing the appointment of a Committee for promoting and disseminating 
Literary and Scientific Knowledge, and describing their duties. 

WHEREAS, by an act to renew and amend an act entitled “An Act relative to the 
General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” passed April 3d, 
1811, passed February 8th, 1833, it is provided that the Society shall set apart as a 
distinct and separate fund one-third of the initiation fee so received, which, together 
with such donations or bequests as may from time to time be made for that purpose, 
they shall appropriate exclusively for promoting and disseminating literary and scientific 
knowledge. Therefore, 


§ 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York, That the money and effects of the literary fund be hereafter known as the 
“Fund for Promoting and Disseminating Literary and Scientific Knowledge,” which, 
together with such amounts as may in future be received for that purpose, shall be held 
and disposed of as herein directed. 

§ 2. That the President, or, in his absence, the presiding officer, shall, at the meeting 
of the Society held in February of each year, nominate, and, with the consent of the 
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Society, appoint twelve members, to constitute the committee for promoting and dissemi- 
nating literary and scientific knowledge, to serve one year, or until others are appointed in 
their place. It shall be the duty of said committee to take charge of such moneys and 
effects as now or hereafter may belong to the fund for promoting and disseminating 
literary and scientific knowledge, and to invest, expend, or otherwise dispose of the same 
as, in their opinion, may best promote the object for which it was intended; to procure 
suitable apparatus, and engage from time to time such persons as they may think 
advisable to assist them in establishing and continuing lectures or other modes of 
imparting knowledge, under such regulations as they may deem expedient; and to report 
quarterly to the Society, in writing, an account of their proceeding, the state of the 
treasury, and such other subjects as, in their opinion, may be useful or beneficial. 
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AN ACT 


To enable the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York to extend 
the benefits of their School and Library. Passed February 7th, 1842. 


The people of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact 
as follows: 

1. The General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen in the City of New-York is 
hereby authorized to receive pay for instruction in the school established by them from 
pupils other than those children of deceased and indigent members who are now entitled 
to gratuitous instruction. ‘The profits derived from such payments shall be applied to the 
support and improvement of the library and reading-room established by the Society for 
the use of apprentices and others. 

2. The Society is authorized to establish and hold a separate fund for the support of 
the Apprentices’ Library and Reading-room, and to receive and hold any donation, 
devise, or bequest for the purposes of such fund, which shall be held and applied by the 
Society as in trust for these special purposes, and not to be applied or diverted to other 
objects: Provided, that said fund so held in trust shall not, at any time, exceed the sum 
of ten thousand dollars. 

3. The Society may provide, by proper by-laws, for the investment and management 
of the said fund, and in their discretion for the admission of donors or subscribers other 
than members of the Society to a participation in the direction and use of the library. 

4. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ADDRESS OF M. M. NOAH, ESQ., 


Upon the Re-opening of the Library and Reading-room, September 23d, 1850. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: Thirty years have elapsed since, at the request of the 
Directors of this Institution, I delivered a discourse on the opening of the Apprentices’ 
Library; and I now perform the pleasing duty of again addressing you on the re-opening 
of the Institution under new and important improvements, thankful to Providence for 
having so long spared us to witness the beneficial results of an Institution established for 
the use of our youths, destined to learn the mechanical arts of our city. Thirty years is 
a long period in the history of our country ;— how many millions have been added to 
our population, how many States have been incorporated in the Union, how many vast 
improvements have been made in Science and the Arts, and what rapid strides our country 
has made to power, wealth, and greatness! Nor does the picture end here: we find, at 
the termination of thirty years, that our States and Territories reach from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, that a mighty empire is springing up in distant regions, where but a few 
generations ago the wild Indians of the Sandwich Islands and the cannibals of Feejee roved 
in unrestrained freedom, unknown to the civilized world ; and on the spot where Captain 
Cook fell, pierced by their javelins, we find American ships riding at anchor, and the 
American flag floating over the blue waters of the Pacific. A thousand sail of ships and 
a hundred and fifty thousand citizens are at this moment in California, said to be the 
Ophir of Scripture, and gold is flowing from that section of the Union in rich and rapid 
currents. Oregon, once the boundary of the Northwest coast, and the neighborhood of the 
Arctic region, is a territory of the United States. A railroad is projected from the United 
States to the Pacific, and a ship-canal will soon be in the progress of completion, to unite the 
two great oceans, through the lake of Nicaragua. Since our last discourse the ocean and 
rivers have been covered with our steamers, and wherever they go they carry with them the 
evidence of our enterprise and genius, industry, and wealth; we compete with the world in 
the great variety, beauty, and texture of our manufactures ; and the skill and ingenuity of 
our mechanics are the themes of admiration and commendation in every direction ; and 
we are grappling with the venerable experience and mighty power of mother England, to 
arrive at the same perfection in the mechanical arts which she has achieved, and we have 
succeeded in accomplishing in a few years what she has required centuries to perform. 

How are we to account for the rapid progress of our country in arts, civilization, 
literature, commerce, and science? By our free institutions, by the equality of our laws, 
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by the adaptation of a self-government to the wants and wishes of the community, by the 
progress of freedom, by the acknowledgments of the rights of man, and above all, by that 
free education which visits all alike, from the cottage to the palace, and places mankind on 
an equality in all that relates to genius and intellect. Here is the great secret of our 
success ; we have no titled ranks, no hereditary power, no labor by the many to supply the 
wants of the few; each man is for himself, and the energy of each combined constitutes 
the wealth and power, the genius, resources, and permanency of the republic. Who would 
lightly part with this heritage of freedom? What American would be willing to exchange 
his rights as a citizen of the New World for all that the Old World can offer in exchange ? 
Our path is onward—is rapidly progressive; and while we are true to our faith as a 
nation and our integrity as a people—while industry, intelligence, temperance, and virtue 
are our guides—nothing can impede our march to greatness and power, nothing can 
prevent our becoming the first nation on the habitable globe. 

Our city, too, the Empire City of the Empire State—the commercial emporium of the 
nation—has undergone many great changes within thirty years—many within your recol- 
lection. From thirty-five thousand inhabitants, which was the population of our city at 
the period when the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen was first incorporated 
—say the 14th of March, 1792,—we have increased nearly to half a million; when the 
boundaries of our City at that time scarcely extended beyond Chambers street, we have 
marched steadily onward, making Greenwich village part of our city, and carrying our 
improvements almost within reach of the ancient Dutch village of Harlem. Brooklyn, 
then a small village, is now a splendid city, spreading its broad arms toward the Narrows 
to the south, and extending on the north through Williamsburg, a prosperous town, and 
almost connecting by its links Newtown and Flushing. The face of everything has 
changed in our city. The old Dutch houses, built of brick imported by our ancestors from 
Amsterdam, have all vanished, and stately houses, splendid stores, and ponderous ware- 
houses have sprung up in their place. Spacious hotels, magnificent private houses, great 
public institutions, ships of immense tonnage, steam foundries, river-boats, and everything 
denoting a wealthy, prosperous, and enterprising people, have swelled the rank and 
importance of our metropolis, giving employment, comfort, and wealth to thousands. 

To whom do we owe these great and important improvements? What has led to 
this rapid and prosperous current, which is carrying us ahead of all our sister States and 
cities? Our commerce on the one hand, and the enterprise and laborious industry of our 
mechanics on the other. Shall we not do something for the sons of these mechanics who 
are nobly treading in the footsteps of their fathers? The time has arrived when it has 
become apparent that the destinies of our country are finally to be placed under the 
control of the mechanics and laboring men of the Union. The liberal professions, so-called, 
by which is meant law, physic, and theology, are crowded beyond the wants of the com- 
munity, and the supply exceeds the demand. The sons of wealthy men will find it 
necessary, as the sons of the needy, to learn some branch of the mechanic arts, to place 
themselves within the sphere of their influence, and to give to that interest the confidence 
to which it is entitled. Well-educated mechanics will fill our legislatures and the halls 
of Congress; their numerical strength will accumulate until they are able to command the 
highest stations in the Government. When that period arrives, as it surely will, in what 


MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 275 


are we to confide—in what will be our guarantee for the safety of the country ? I answer, 
in the education and intelligence of this class of our citizens. 

The President of the United States was a mechanic—an apprentice boy, as many of our 
hearers have been; true, in after-life he studied law, and was a successful practitioner, but 
he carried into that study, and into that practice, and into that high station which he now 
adorns, the elements of patient industry, hard study, economical habits, and persevering 
labor, acquired when he was an apprentice. Should not this important fact stimulate us to 
aid the apprentice in educating himself, in strengthening his mind, and enlarging his 
sphere of usefulness; that, though he may enter upon the great theater of an active life 
with hands which may be hard by labor, his head may be clear, his purposes honest, and 
his heart in the right place. ; 

It is our duty, therefore, to place this Mechanics’ Society and this Apprentices’ 
Library among the great and benevolent institutions of our city, and give to it that high 
rank which it truly merits. To the poor we give food and raiment; to the widow a home; 
to the blind and insane an asylum; but to the apprentice we give the means of education, 
the light of intellect, the power to govern himself and to govern others. We place him at 
the base of the pedestal, from which, step by step, he may advance to the highest honors 
which our country offers. We owe it to the apprentice, we owe it to ourselves, and to our 
safety. A little reflection on our condition in life will show us the nétessity of using every 
effort to strengthen and improve our minds. Man comes into the world much more 
helpless, and continues in that state much longer, than any other animal; without the 
care of parents he would perish; without the aid of their experience and instruction he 
must be deplorably ignorant. He is so framed as to be compelled to follow reason as his 
guide; whereas all other animals have a guide in their constitution and in their instinct. 
Let us philosophize on this for a few moments. 

No animal but man wants clothing; nature has provided in this respect for the brute 
creation; man must furnish this indispensable necessity for himself. No animal but man 
requires preparation for his food; his grain must be ground, his bread baked, and his meat 
cooked, and he must find salt as an important preservative. No climate yields spontane- 
ously sufficient food for men, yet every climate can supply the wants of other animals. 
Instinct only carries the brute creation to what may be required; instinct carries men as 
far, and vanity carries them farther. The swallow builds its nest with mortar, and the crow 
with sticks; man first erects a hut, then a palace. Man, from his reason, is enabled to do 
more than other animals; he can raise plants and gather fruits and seeds; he can convert 
these fruits and seeds into bread and wine; he can manufacture silk, wool, and flax; he 
can smelt minerals and produce metals; he can do many things for his comfort and con- 
venience by the use of his reason; and without cultivating his mind, reason will run wild. 
Reason, therefore, is the highest gift which Providence has bestowed upon man. It is 
given to him in place of instinct, to lead him to the chief felicity which nature is capable 
of enjoying. The desire, therefore, of knowledge is a divine impulse, and we must assist 
each other to acquire it by all the means in our power. 

A library, judiciously selected, is the Garden of Eden, in which is planted the tree of 
useful knowledge, the fruit of which is life, not death. We have that library here; we planted 
that little branch, which has grown into a goodly tree, fair to the eye, and we must water 
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it by our liberality, until it bears golden fruit pleasant to the taste. This is peculiarly a 
benevolent institution. If a poor, little ragged apprentice boy feels disposed to drink 
deep at the Pierian Spring, where is he to go to slake his thirst? He can have access to 
no private library; if he enters the Society Library, which is a noble institution, he will 
be told that none but subscribers have liberty to read, or to take home books to read. 
If he wanders into the valuable library, established through the munificence of the late 
Mr. Astor, he will be told that there is no provision in the bequest which can embrace his 
case; he looks around with a sigh, and beholds splendidly bound books, many of which 
may never be opened; gilded lattices and cushioned seats; he sees the rich and well 
educated enjoying the intellectual banquet; but, alas! he who is in the search of knowl- 
edge is not an invited guest. He has only the inheritance of rags; his mind is clear, his 
intellect bright, his desire to learn and improve is intense, but his hands are black from 
labor, and his dress coarse from poverty. 

There is still, however, balm in Gilead for the poor apprentice boy; he has not been 
forgotten ; there are hearts which have felt for his forlorn position, and hands which have 
been stretched forth for his relief. He can enter here as proudly as those who enter 
other libraries; there is no rude janitor who will thrust him forth to live and die in 
ignorance; here he is a welcome guest, his presence is desired, he takes his seat and enjoys 
the rich repast spread before him. Here are voyages and travels, books of fiction, wit and 
humor, always the first to whet the appetite for reading ; then the rich stores of history are 
open to him, beginning always with the history of his own country. He reads what 
Rome and Greece were in their palmy days. He is familiar with events in England, 
from the time of William the Conqueror; he knows all about France and Spain, from the 
time of the Goths and Vandals; he is familiar with the history of the world. On this 
foundation he builds his superstructure ; he slides insensibly into a course of delles-lettres 
and polite literature ; he becomes familiar with the fine arts; he studies mathematics, the 
greatest of all studies to make man acquainted with himself, and to deduce effects from 
causes; he studies architecture, machinery, and the practical details of all mechanical 
pursuits ; he is acquainted with the institutions of his country, and his own rights as a 
freeman ; and when he is out of his time, he steps forward as accomplished a gentleman 
as many who have taken their degrees at Oxford and at Eton; and if his country or his 
State require his services in public stations, he can take his seat in the Assembly, in 
Congress, or in the Cabinet, with all good, sound, common sense—more available to 
that service than the attainments of the bar, the pulpit, or the materia medica. 

This, gentlemen, is the work of the founders of the Apprentices’ Library; it has already 
sent forth its able men, and will continue to qualify others for the important part which 
they have to sustain through life. But more aid is wanted; there are more shelves to fill; 
all the new publications of the age—an age wonderful for its improvements—should be 
procured for this library, if means can be found to accomplish an end so desirable. Let 
us see what has been already accomplished by those who have preceded us, and we may 
from the past be able to calculate the prospects for the future. 

For thirty-five years, that is to say, from the year 1785 to 1820, the operations of the 
Mechanics’ Society were confined chiefly to benevolent objects, the relief of its indigent 
members, their widows and orphans; and in 1820 the school and library were established. 
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The object of the school was to relieve the less fortunate mechanics from what they deemed 
the humiliation of sending their children to a charity school, by having them educated in 
the same school with pay scholars, the knowledge of pay and free scholars being confined 
to the members of the School Committee. This practice, delicate and proper in itself, is 
still maintained. ‘The school improved rapidly, and is now, I am pleased to state, in a 
flourishing condition, and ranks as high as any in the city. It has been sustained at 
considerable cost to the Society, receiving from the public only the usual allowance for the 
numbers of free scholars taught, and has about five hundred scholars, and about twenty 
teachers, each department, male and female, arranged into seven classes, taught in separate 
class-rooms. The library was established at the same time, receiving small contributions 
of books and money from our fellow-citizens, and was opened at the time I have before 
stated, in the old Free School building, at the corner of Chatham street and Tryon Row. 
The new building in Chambers street was erected in the following year. In 1832 the 
Society was enabled to purchase the high school building in Crosby street, to accomplish 
which some aid was received, say five thousand dollars, chiefly from our own members ; 
and that, with about one thousand dollars received from the late Mechanic and Scientific 
Institution, and six hundred dollars from private donations, is all that was received in 
aid of the important improvements. In 1845 the lot on Broadway was purchased, 
and an entrance made for the accommodation of the young ladies, and also to the 
lecture-room. 

The income of the Society not being sufficient to sustain the heavy expenditure for 
the school and library, together with the pensions for the widows and orphans, it has been 
deemed expedient to rent the lecture-room, since the entrance from Broadway has been 
opened; and now, from this source, and the liberal bequests from thé family of the late 
Mr. Demilt, the Society has been enabled to complete the necessary alterations, by 
removing the library to another part of the hall, also, with a pleasant access to Broadway, 
both to the library and reading-room. The cost of supporting the library presses heavily 
on the Society, and the wear of books is much greater than in other libraries, as one 
thousand eight hundred persons read on an average thirty volumes annually; that is to 
say, that fourteen thousand volumes would be loaned nearly four times a year. Esti- 
mating rent of rooms, and other outlays for thirty years, the sum total expended by the 
Society would exceed fifty thousand dollars. 

The substantial benefits conferred by this library on mechanics are generally admitted. 
Some of our most active, intelligent, and wealthy citizens owe much of their early 
improvement directly to this library. It is, as I have said, the only institution accessible 
to this class of readers. Looking, therefore, to the great increase of the apprentices and 
mechanics of this city, and the prospective increase of the city itself, this Society should 
possess the means of establishing a branch of the library on each side of the city, so as 
to be accessible to the workshops which are springing up in every direction for miles 
on the borders of our rivers. To accomplish this most important movement, application 
should be made to the Legislature of the State for that aid which has been for so many 
years liberally offered to our literary institutions. The munificent donations to our colleges 
and schools amount to a sum honorable to the State and to the great cause of educa- 
tion. Some of our collegiate institutions have received upward of one hundred thousand 
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dollars from the State, and all more or less have participated in its bounty. We do not 
complain of this liberality, when our colleges send forth educated gentlemen of family and 
fortune, but we want something to be done for the poor children of this city— of that city 
into which all the trade and commerce of the State is received, sold, and the net pro- 
ceeds returned to every town and village of the State. 

We shall be told that our noble free schools will accomplish this desirable result, 
but they do not; part of their great work is left undone. A boy is apprenticed at thirteen 
or fourteen years of age; there ends his education, his time belongs to his employer, and 
from that moment he must commence to educate himself, by employing his leisure time 
in improving his mind in reading the best authors, in acquiring knowledge of the world, 
its literature, arts, and improvements. That can only be accomplished in the Apprentices’ 
Library. Surely such an institution is worthy the patronage of our State, and I feel 
confident will receive it annually if application is properly made, and the Legislature 
becomes familiar with all the benefits of this institution. Our free schools afford the 
elements of an education; in them the rough iron is shaped and beaten out, here it is 
polished and finished. The great mass of the American people can do but two things for 
their children — give them an education and give them a trade. With these two great 
gifts they may send them out on the great ocean of the world; they are their sails and 
rudder. A father may give a fortune to his son, and he may soon waste it all; but he 
never can lose that fortune which the labor of his hands acquires. A fortune may be soon 
expended in folly, extravagance, and vice, but a thorough knowledge of the mechanical 
arts cannot be lost or wasted; it is centered in the head and the hands, and cannot be lost 
or traded away; it is a sure investment for the industrious and the temperate against 
idleness and want. 

I have long urged wealthy parents to throw aside false pride, and make their sons 
mechanics instead of lawyers, physicians, and divines ; the bar is crowded and unprofitable, 
medicine is also overstocked with practitioners, and the pulpit has many laborious and 
poorly paid pastors. If we improve hereafter as rapidly as we heretofore have done, these 
professions and pursuits will be simplified, and we shall find that every man can be his own 
lawyer, his own doctor, and, in his own domestic circle, with that great and good book, the 
Bible, he can become his, in part, own preacher; but a knowledge of the mechanical arts, 
steadily and industriously carried out, must in this great and increasing country be forever 
the source of profit and the true road to independence. This library, therefore, is the 
great platform on which a high moral and intellectual character may be formed. When 
the labor of the day is over, instead of the apprentice scouring the streets, visiting bar- 
rooms or theaters, mingling with idle, vicious companions, he takes his seat in this library, 
with a rich intellectual repast before him, or, being privileged to take a book home with 
him, he trims his lamp and reads aloud to his little brothers and sisters, scattering the good 
seeds among them, to take root hereafter. To-night he invites himself to pass the evening 
with the elegant Addison, to-morrow night he spends with Goldsmith, or Doctor Johnson, or 
Smollett, or Gibbon, the society of eminent and illustrious men, whom it is his pride to know 
from the rich emanations of their genius. If he wishes to travel, he sets out with Anson 
and Captain Cook, and makes a voyage around the world; if he is fond of antiquities, he 
visits with Denne, Shaw, Pocock, and others, the magnificent ruins of Thebes and Mem- 
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phis, the Pyramids of Egypt, and the cities of Pharaoh—he crosses the Red Sea, over 
which the Israelites passed, and he gazes in imagination on Mount Sinai, where the great 
and divine law was given to the world, which even at this day is our guide to happiness. 
If his spirits flag, he enlivens them with the rich wit of Don Quixote, or the humors of 
Gil Blas ; if he would like to dip a little in fiction, he takes up that delightful Robinson 
Crusoe; or if he desires to wander in oriental climes, he peruses that charming compilation, 
the Arabian Nights, and walks through Grand Cairo with Haroun al Raschid. In severe 
and serious studies he learns from practical chemists how to mix colors; he pores over 
Watt and Lardner to ascertain the formation and working of the steam-engine; and if he 
wishes to know how the liberties of his own country have been acquired, he reads of 
the battles of Lexington, Bunker Hill, and Saratoga. 

You have, gentlemen, by your liberality, your benevolence, your good feeling, taken 
the poor, probably the ragged apprentice, by the hand, and, through the medium of the 
library which you have established, have introduced him to the familiar acquaintance of 
the great men who have adorned the world and the age in which they lived, by their genius 
and talent. The apprentice thus employed at night, reads until sleep places its leaden 
fingers on his eyelids, he sinks into a calm, refreshing slumber, and awakens at the dawn 
of day refreshed and invigorated, with his head clear, his mind calm and ready for the 
day’s occupation. “Just as the twig is bent the tree inclines.” We lead on the boy by 
degrees until reading and study become a passion with him, and when in later times, as 
he advances to character and fortune, he looks back to the days of his apprenticeship 
and his nights of study with pride and satisfaction, he honors to the last hour of his 
existence the benevolent founders of this institution. Persevere, then, gentlemen, in the 
good work which you have commenced and have so long cherished ; and when you have 
something to bequeath, when the sands of life have run out, remember in your wills this 
excellent, valued institution, and have your names recorded among its best of benefactors. 
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SOME MEMORIALS OF THE LATE WILLIAM WOOD, ESQ. 


At a meeting of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of 
New-York, held on the 2d of September, 1857, the Secretary called the attention of the 
Society to the accounts in the newspapers of the decease of William Wood, Esq., of 
Canandaigua, a well-known and greatly esteemed citizen, who was the founder of the first 
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Apprentices’ Library in the world, and who had taken an active and efficient part in the 
establishment of the Apprentices’ Library of this city. Mr. Wood was not a member of 
our Society, but, from the circumstance above mentioned, the Secretary thought the 
Society might desire to place in their minutes some expressions of their respect for his 
memory. A series of resolutions were moved by Brother Joseph P. Simpson, which, after 
some discussion, were referred to the Library Committee. The following is their 


REPORT. 


The Library Committee, having had under consideration certain resolutions ex- 
pressive of the respect of the Society for the late William Wood, Esq., of Canandaigua, 
moved by Brother Joseph P. Simpson, at a meeting held on the 2d of September last, and 
referred to them, would respectfully report : 

That, so far as your committee could judge from remarks made by several of the 
brothers at the time the resolutions were under consideration, there appeared to be a 
general feeling among the members that some expression of thankfulness was eminently 
due and proper for the services rendered by Mr. Wood im the establishment of the 
Apprentices’ Library, as well as on several subsequent occasions; and also of respect for 
his memory as a philanthropist, whose labors have been greatly beneficial to the com- 
munity. But there were doubts in the minds of several of the brothers, whether the 
resolutions did not attribute to him credit for originating our library that more properly 
was due to others, and particularly to deceased members of our Society. Such being the 
case, your committee have thought that the duty committed to them would be best 
performed by ascertaining as far as possible, and reporting, the facts and circumstances 
connected with the inception and establishment of the library. These having taken place 
many years ago, the particulars were not within the personal recollection of any of the 
present members of the committee, and consequently some delay has occurred in searching 
them out. 

They now, however, beg leave to submit the following: 

They find, in the minutes of a meeting of the Society, held on the 17th of March, 
1819, the following: 


“ Ordered, that Thomas R. Mercein, Francis Cooper, and John Slidell be, and they 
are hereby appointed to inquire whether any, and if any, what arrangements can be made 
for the education of children of indigent members.” 


During all the remainder of the year 1819, there was not a quorum of members 
present at any time of meeting of the Society, and consequently no business was 
transacted until the meeting of January 11th, 1820, and the committee did not report until 
the meeting of March 1st, 1820. Very few of the papers and documents of the Society of 
a date prior to the year 1822 have been preserved, but fortunately this report is among the 
number. It is without date, but from other parts of the minutes of that meeting it was 
unquestionably then submitted. It contains the first mention of the Apprentices’ Library 
to be found on our records. After strongly recommending the establishment of a school, 
it proceeds as follows: 
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“Intimately connected with the plan for the education of the children, as above sug- 
gested, is another, from which, if properly conducted, results equally beneficial will doubt- 
lessly follow ; to wit, the establishment of a library for the use of the apprentices of mechanics 
generally. Your committee were not specially required by the resolution that occasioned 
this report to offer any suggestions on this subject; but, relying on the indulgence of their 
brothers, and convinced of the importance of the measure, they beg leave to offer those 
considerations which have presented themselves with irresistible force to their minds. 

“Tt is estimated that of the whole male population of this city at least six thousand 
are mechanics, most of whom have from one to four apprentices, who are generally the 
children of those parents whose situation in life have rendered them unable (however 
willing) to afford that education and instruction required to render them useful and 
efficient members of society; hence every means that can be devised to further the 
improvement and advance the knowledge of such ought eagerly to be seized, in order to 
remedy, as far as practicable, the privation suffered in their early years, and which, in the 
opinion of your committee, cannot be more effectually promoted than by affording to all 
who are desirous of improving themselves the means by which to attain that object; to 
wit, the gratuitous reading of elementary, moral, religious, and miscellaneous books, and 
such.others as may have a tendency to promote them in their severat avocations. 

“Tt might well be considered an act of supererogation were your committee to 
attempt to show the advantages resulting from the general diffusion of knowledge among 
so numerous and important a portion of their fellow-citizens as the mechanics of this 
city, as there are, doubtless, but few who hear this report who have not frequently, too 
frequently, experienced the want of information on many points connected even with their 
ordinary avocations, without reference to the high intellectual gratification enjoyed by 
those who have had greater advantages. 

“The liberality which distinguishes the citizens of New-York is a sure guarantee that 
an appeal to them, in behalf of this library, would result in the donation of all the books 
that would be required, except, perhaps, a few in the higher branches of architecture and 
mathematics, and which could only be obtained by importation from England. 

“In the event of establishing a school, the same rooms could contain the library (as 
the books would be, of course, locked up in cases), and the teacher might devote one or 
two evenings in a week for the delivery and reception of books—which would save the 
expense of a librarian, and thus all the great advantages above adverted to might be 
afforded at a very inconsiderable expense. 

“ Connected with these plans, a school for the accommodation of apprentices during 
three or four months in the winter might also be established, and conducted in a manner 
far better calculated to advance them in their education than the practice now in common 
use. As it would not be necessary to mature a plan for this purpose before next winter, 
and as the committee have already trespassed on the patience of the Society, we defer all 
further details on this subject to some future occasion. 

“ All of which is respectfully submitted. THomas R. MERCEIN, 

FRANCIS COOPER, 
JOHN SLIDELL,” 
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The committee also submitted some resolutions, the last two of which are as follows : 


“ Resolved, That a Library Committee, consisting of Thomas R. Mercein, Francis 
Cooper, John Slidell, Anthony Steinback, John J. Labagh, Elbert Anderson, Abraham 
Van Nest, Jacob Lorillard, and Abraham Bloodgood, be and are hereby appointed to 
take all requisite measures to establish a library for the use of the apprentices of the 
mechanics of this city, on the plan suggested in the report just read; and that said 
committee be authorized to publish an appropriate address to the inhabitants of this 
city, stating their object, and soliciting the donation of books, in order to carry the 
same into effect. 

“ Resolved, That a committee, consisting of Thomas R. Mercein, Francis Cooper, 
John Slidell, Anthony Steinback, Elbert Anderson, Abraham Van Nest, Jacob Lorillard, 
and Abraham Bloodgood, be and are hereby appointed to digest and report a plan for 
tuition (during the winter evenings) of the apprentices of mechanics who are, or may be, 
members of this institution specially, and also to report on the expediency and feasibility 
of extending the plan so as to embrace the apprentices of mechanics generally.” 


The resolutions were adopted, but the report was referred back to the committee, and 
again presented at a meeting of April 6th, 1820, when full authority was given them to 
establish both a school and hbrary. 

Your committee also find, among the papers of the Library Committee, the following 
letter, addressed by Brother Thomas R. Mercein to Mr. Wood. It appears to have been 
sent by Mr. Wood to the committee of 1820, and has been copied on their minutes : 


NEw-YorK, 4th March, 1820. 

Sir: Although I have not the honor of a personal acquaintance with you, I am 
emboldened to address some inquiries to you in relation to the establishment of the library 
for apprentices, lately established in Boston; because I am persuaded: that the same 
enlarged and liberal views that induced you to take a leading part in the Boston institu- 
tion will prompt you to afford the benefit of your advice toward a similar one in this city. 
The Mechanics’ Society of this city (a wealthy and respectable institution) have taken the 
thing up very spiritedly, and have appointed a committee (of which I am chairman) to 
digest and report a plan for carrying the project into immediate effect. Hence our 
committee are very anxious to obtain all and every information in their power; and, from 
a conversation I had with Mr. Lang, I am persuaded that I could not make a more 
suitable application than to Mr. Wood. Perhaps it would be more advisable, instead of 
making any inquiries of you, to beg that you will, in your own way, give us all the 
information of which you are possessed as to a proper constitution for the library, and 
indeed all the details, if your convenience will permit. A copy of any printed documents, 
blanks, &c., &c., which you may have executed, will be very acceptable, and may be sent 
by mail. We should be glad to avail ourselves of your experience in this matter, and if 
you see anything in the plan you have so lately organized, please mention it. In a word, 
we wish to act promptly but efficiently, and hence are desirous to obtain all possible 
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informatiom connected with a subject which we are persuaded will, if properly managed, 
result in effecting as great an amount of good as any institution ever instituted in this city. 
Yours very respectfully, 
Tuomas R. MERCEIN. 


From an indorsement on the back of this letter, in the handwriting of Mr. Wood, it 
appears that it was answered on the 8th of March, 1820, and on the fly-leaf is the follow- 
ing memorandum, also by his hand: 


“ Mremo.—After receiving this letter, went to New-York to assist the work of 
effecting a mechanics’ apprentices’ library; gave three or four months to the object; 
induced all persons I knew (was introduced to many) also to give either old or new 
books ; wrote in many papers in favor of the scheme, and deposited the same at Kirk & 
Mercein’s bookstore, Wall st.; received from Thomas R. Mercein one thousand printed 
certificates, and went in person to nearly as many mechanics’ shops and manufactories, 
and induced the ‘ boss’ then and there to sign them, inserting the names of the appren- 
tices; had but one refusal— that by Mr. C , in Pearl street; 740 lads drew volumes on 
the opening of the library, 25th November, 1820. I then founded the Merchants’ Clerks 
Library, Clinton Hall; called the first meeting at the Tontine Coffee-House, and gave the 
first volume ; worked at that institution some four to six months previous. I had the sole 
honor to found and originate the Merchants’ Clerks and Mechanics’ Libraries in Boston ; 
those in New-York came next, and so on, to New Orleans, to Montreal.” 





These are all the data your committee have been able to discover on our records, 
from which to form an opinion relative to Mr. Wood’s participation in’ the establishment 
of the library. 

The following statement forms part of a notice of Mr. Wood, in “ Ballou’s Pictorial,” 
of September gth, 1857, as well as in other papers about the same date, and the fact 
appears to be unquestioned, viz. : 


“« The Apprentices’ Library of Boston was the first he originated. This was inaugurated 
with more than usual ceremony, on the evening of February 22d, 1820, in the old State 
House: Theodore Lyman, Jr., delivering an address, and the keys of the library being 
given up in form, by Mr. Wood, to Benjamin Russell, the President of the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanics’ Association. 


From the foregoing papers it appears that the first institution of the kind in this 
country, and perhaps in the world, was the Apprentices’ Library of Boston; that it was 
originated by Mr. Wood, and that its organization was completed on February 22d, 1820. 

2. That a committee of our Society, in a report, presented March ist, 1820, 
recommended the establishment of an Apprentices’ Library in this city. 

3. That Brother Mercein, chairman of the committee, wrote to Mr. Wood, on the 
4th of March, 1820, asking information relative to the mode of conducting such an 
institution. 
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4. That Mr. Wood subsequently came to this city, and for several months took an 
active and efficient part in the establishment of our library. 

These are all the facts that your committee have been able to discover relative to the 
question: “To whom is due the credit of having first suggested the establishment of an 
Apprentices’ Library in this city?” They do not appear to settle the question definitely, 
but the weight of their testimony is adverse to the supposition that it is due directly to Mr. 

«Wood. If, then, he originated our institution, as well as that in Boston,—as your com- 
mittee learn from those who were acquainted with him, as well as from several of his 
letters in their possession, that he uniformly claimed to have done,—it would appear to 
have been in some indirect way, perhaps during the early stages of the latter, or through 
the accounts of its inauguration, published in the newspapers of the day. Mr. Wood 
continued to take a lively interest in the library as long as he lived. Some instances of 
this are recorded in the minutes of the Library Committee, of which we will only notice 
the most recent. We find, by reference to the minutes of the committee, that in 1844, 
after ascertaining by inquiry of the Library Committee that such a donation would be 
acceptable, he presented five hundred New Testaments, to be distributed among the 
readers. A little later he presented four hundred and seventy-five more Testaments, and 
also a sum of money, in relation to which he writes as follows : 


CANANDAIGUA, Feb. 17th, 1844. 

ESTEEMED Sir: I am much obliged by your favor of the 12th inst. Its contents are 
very gratifying. I now send on the Mechanics’ Exchange Bank for $38.25, to buy, at the 
Society Bible House 475 Testaments, same as the last, which will amount to $33.25. 
The five dollars over I beg, sir, you will do me the favor to deposit in the savings-bank, 
for the reader at your institution who may gain it under the following plan (to induce 
them to read a little more than they otherwise might), viz.: Every apprentice who has 
read the Testament throughout by the 15th of May next, to draw a lot in the hbrary, for 
the $5.00 which is offered to the fortunate one as a premium for his industry, &c., in 
acquiring knowledge from the “ Book of Life.” I pray you, sir, to excuse (this, perhaps, 
you may think a whim), but I have and do still feel such a deep interest in the well-being 
of your institution that I could not help its showing itself in this way. Be pleased to offer 
my respects to your worthy government, and receive the same from, Sir, 


Your obliged friend, 
(Signed,) Witi1am Woop. 


To Isaac Fryer, Sec., &c., New-York. 


These books were received, and fifty-one of the readers having complied with the 
conditions, drew lots for the money. A full account of the drawing was sent to 
Mr. Wood. 


In October, 1848, the following letter was received from him by the committee : 


CANANDAIGUA, Oct. 14th, 1848. 
ESTEEMED Sir: I have been thinking some time past that I would make bold to say 
that I have an aged portrait of the writer, myself, which, if you thought advisable to 
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receive, I shall be pleased to offer to the (your) institution, to be placed in the most 
humble position within the walls of the library in Crosby street. 

The following are the circumstances which put it into my possession: 

Previous to the opening of the library in 1820, two apprentices to a portrait painter, 
of about sixteen and twenty years of age, applied to me to obtain them the privilege of 
drawing books with the other apprentices, which power I received from one of its early 
friends, Thomas R. Mercein, Esq. They expressed great gratification, and called after- 
wards and requested I would allow them to paint my head. After some hesitation I gave 
leave. It has been in my possession some twenty-eight years. It has received some 
severe usage during my absence. The frame is made from fragments of a very ancient 
frame, carved in the olden style, containing formerly one of Copley’s some century since. 
Any artist of your city can put the painting all right again. If, esteemed sir, after due 
consideration, your government should honor it with due acceptance, it shall be at once 
sent to New-York. 

Waiting the favor of an early answer, 

I remain your obedient servant, 


Witit1am Woop. 
To the PRESIDENT OF THE MECHANICS’ APPRENTICES’ LIBRARY, 


Crosby Street, New-York. 


The chairman of the committee replied to this letter, informing Mr. Wood that it 
would afford the committee great satisfaction to receive the portrait, which was accordingly 
sent, and the receipt of it acknowledged. Soon after the following communication was 
received from him: a 

HicHwoop, 17th Nov., 1848. 

My Dear Sir: I have received your very acceptable letter, accompanying the box 
for Mr. Greig, who is an old acquaintance and friend. My son Gracie takes charge of 
it, and all will go as you desire. I return you and Mr. and Mrs. Greig my wife’s and 
my hearty thanks for your joint remembrance of me. We reciprocate fully your kindness. 

I write from home, and have nothing of interest to communicate. 

Being always respectfully and truly yours, 


James G. KING. 
W. Woop, Esq. 


On the back of this is the following : 
CANANDAIGUA, Dec. 4th, 1848. 

ESTEEMED Sir: I am gratified to learn from your polite letter of 30th ult., that the 
portrait is received by the government of the Mechanics’ Apprentices’ Library in so kind a 
spirit. I have no wishes to have it glitter in a golden frame, the one which encloses it 
being quite an original, as is (considering all the circumstances) the painting; and, dear 
sir, it will be esteemed a favor, if you will not allow it to occupy a conspicuous place, but 
one of retirement. Is it possible to affix my most esteemed friend “ Mercein’s” letter to 
the back or front of the frame, so that it can show his early zeal in the cause, that we may 
go along together, as we did on many a day thirty years since? Is there no portrait of 
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him that might grace your institution? Surely his memory claims a mark of veneration. 
I write these lines on the letter of Mr. King, because-I think it may please you to learn he 
calls you a friend. I met his honored father fifty years ago in London, who was also a 
friend ; his upright sons have continued their friendship to this hour. 
Farewell, kind sir. 
Wn. Woop. 
To JAmEs S. GrReEIG, Esq., New-York. 


The portrait, when it came into the hands of the committee, was of a circular form, 
but little larger than the size of the head. It was afterward inserted into a piece of 
canvas, of the size ordinarily used for portraits, and some additions made to it, after which 
it was framed, and now hangs in the library. It is thought by those who knew Mr. Wood 
to be an excellent likeness. 





ASE TS ONS) Tae 


THE PRESENTATION OF THE BATTLE-FLAGS. 


REPLY OF REV. FRANCIS VINTON, D. D. 


Trinity CHurcH, New-York, February 17th, 1862. 
Wm. Van NoRDEN, Secrefary. 
My Dear Sir: Inclosed I hand you, at your request, a copy of the prayer made by 
me at the presentation of colors to the Serrell Regiment of Engineers, at the headquarters 


of the National Guard, on Thursday, January 23d. 
Very truly, 


FRANCIS VINTON. 


“OQ Almighty God! Creator of all men, Governor of Nations, without whom nothing 
is strong, nothing is holy, Thou art the protector of all those who trust in Thee. Let the 
shield of Thy omnipotent care be extended over the United States of America, to defend 
the Constitution, and to perfect the union of the people. Give wisdom to the President, 
and to all who are in authority, to devise means whereby peace may again bless our whole 
country. Inspire the people with a spirit to think and to do that which is right. Thou 
hast proclaimed war through the land. Thou hast waked up the mighty men, and we 
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have seen the men of war draw near and come up at the summons to uphold the laws. 
The people are beating their ploughshares into swords, and their pruning-hooks into 
spears. A loving patriotism has yielded the pride and treasure of the family to protect 
the State. A religious loyalty has animated and nerved society to offer whatever is valued 
in social desire to reinforce the Government of the United States as a Divine Institution 
ordained of God for good. Heavenly Father! bless and prosper the courage and piety 
that has thus been displayed. Defend those who with their lives in their hands maintain 
the cause of our country. 

“Send thy benediction on the venerable Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen, who 
have evinced their loyalty this day in providing these colors to the New-York Volunteer 
Engineer Regiment. Especially bless these banners, that they may be the ensigns 
of victory. 

“ Be Thou the ruler and guide of all the regiments of the army, and the guardian of 
this one, that they may so pass through the perils of this life as to accomplish Thy will, 
and fail not of everlasting salvation. 

“OQ God! bring peace in our time, and to this end allay passion, pride, and prejudice. 
Be especially with us to-day, and evermore bow the hearts of all in obedience to duty as © 
Christians and fellow-citizens, as loyalists and patriots, as sinners saved through a4 common 
salvation in Jesus Christ, to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghost be praise now and 
forever. Amen. 


THE BLESSING. 


“The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God and of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing 
‘ of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain 
with you always. Amen.” 


REPLY OF BROTHER JOSEPH HOXIE. 


New-York, February 27th, 1862. 
To Wm. Van NorbeEn, Esq., Sec’y. 

DEAR Sir: Yours of the 6th inst., inclosing copy of the resolution passed at a 
meeting of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen, held on the 5th _inst., 
thanking me for what they are pleased to represent “my most acceptable and spirited 
speech,” delivered on the occasion of the flag presentation to the Volunteer Engineer 
Regiment on the 23d of January, “and requesting a copy of the same,” was duly 
received. 

I thank the Society for their favorable opinion of the brief address, but cannot 
comply with their request for acopy. It is hard to make a copy when there is no 
original. I never wrote a speech. I suppose I said something of the composition of the 
regiment and the character of its gallant officers, thanking them for what they had 
already done, and what I was sure they would do in the future. I hope I did not forget 
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to allude to the fact that the chairman of your committee (Brother Farnham) has given 
two sons to his country. I am sure I did not forget the martyrs of the Seventh Regiment 
— Winthrop at Big Bethel, Farnham at Manassas, and Alden at Ball’s Bluff— all 
baptized in blood on the battle-field, fighting for their country and its flag, and I shall not 
forgive myself if I failed to allude to the character and services of the National Guard, in 
whose armory we were assembled. I know of no military organization possessing more 
moral worth or devoted patriotism; they left all the endearments of home for the 
privations of the camp, and repaired promptly to the Capital when it was threatened, and 
the only time when it has been in danger. J know the estimation in which their services 
were held by the first captain of the age — noble Scott, who thanked them for their timely 
assistance. I think our citizens have not done justice to this gallant corps, which, for 
drill and discipline, are second only to the graduates of West Point. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
JosEPpH Hoxie. 


LETTER FROM COLONEL E. W. SERRELL. 


HEADQUARTERS VOLUNTEER ENGINEERS, 
Hitton Heap, February r6th, 1862. 


My Dear Frienps: I have just learned from New-York that up to the 5th inst. you 
had not received any reply to two letters you had written to me lately. ‘This is strange 
indeed, and I beg that you will not impute it to any neglect of mine,as I have duly 
answered all your communications, and only regret they have not been many more. 

We have not yet received the beautiful stand of colors that your Society presented to _ 
us; but when they do come, rest assured that they will be held most sacred. We are all 
looking for them, that they may be borne in the advance when the next movement is 
made. 

To you of the committee who have exerted yourselves so much in our behalf our 
grateful acknowledgments are due. Officers and men unite in thanking you most heartily, 
and to the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York we 
shall ever feel that we are indebted for a magnificent gift, that will be our pride to possess 
and duty to preserve. 

“To Construct and Defend” is our object, and our effort shall be to secure the 
interests of society and the integrity of our glorious Union. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
E. W. SERRELL, 
Colonel Volunteer Engineers. 
To Gro. W. Farnuam, L. W. STEVENS, J. VAN NoRDEN, 
° Committee. : 
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RECEPTION OF THE FIRST NEW-YORK VOLUNTEER ENGINEER 
REGIMENT. 


The committee appointed by the Society, June 8th, to make arrangements for the 
Society to receive the First New-York Volunteer Engineer Regiment on their return to 
the city, respectfully report : ; 

That immediately after their appointment they opened a correspondence with 
Brother Brigadier-General James F. Hall, informing him of the desire of the Society to 
give him and his gallant regiment a fitting reception and hearty welcome on their return 
to the city, and requested the General to give us the best information he could as to the 
time of their expected arrival, so that the wishes of the Society might be carried out. 

The committee were informed, in reply, that it was expected that the regiment would 
be mustered out of service in a few days, and that as soon as the precise day of their 
departure was known, it would be communicated to the committee by telegraph. 

No further intelligence on the subject was received by the committee ‘until the morning 
of the 3d of July, when a letter was received from General Hall, stating that he, with a 
detachment of nine hundred of his men, were on board of a transport in Chesapeake Bay, 
awaiting transportation from Baltimore to New-York. 

The committee, during that day, were active in making inquiries in the proper quarters 
to learn whether the regiment were ev vow/e from Baltimore, but could gain no information 
when they would arrive ; it appeared afterward the telegram that had been sent by General 
Hall of their being on the route had miscarried, and did not reach its destination until the 
following Monday. 

Under the uncertainty of the case, the committee made an arrangement with Colonel 
Colyer, of the Soldiers’ Home, to furnish the officers and men with suitable quarters and 
entertainment, and instructing him to furnish, in addition to the rations generously placed 
at his disposal by the State authorities, all the delicacies of the season, and everything 
necessary to the comfort of officers and men. 

Late in the afternoon of Saturday, the 3d of July, the regiment were accidentally met 
by one of the committee on their line of march through Broadway, and escorted to the 
quarters provided for them; the services of several patriotic ladies were brought into 
requisition. Colonel Colyer carried out the wishes of the committee very satisfactorily, 
in providing a substantial meal, and such fruits and other delicacies as the market afforded, 
that were spread before the brave men, and showed them that they were welcome back to 
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their homes, and that the Society appreciated their service and toil in the cause of our 
common country ; these attentions on behalf of the Society were continued for several days, 
until the regiment were paid off and disbanded. Colonel Colyer has received the thanks 
of the committee for his valuable services, without which the committee would have been 
very much embarrassed. 

At the July meeting of the Society, General Hall made his appearance among us. 
He received an enthusiastic and cordial greeting from the members present, and after an 
appropriate welcome from the President on behalf of the Society, and a happy response 
from General Hall, the Society adjourned to give an opportunity for the members person- 
ally to exchange greetings with our returned brother. The minutes of the July meeting of 
the Society give a full account of this interesting interview. Before leaving, General Hall 
stated he would be pleased to return to the custody of the Society, on the following 
afternoon, the flags which were presented to the regiment by the Society, in 1861. An 
arrangement was accordingly made to have the ceremony come off at the Seventh Regiment 
Armory (which spacious room had, by the kindness of Colonel Emmons Clark, been 
placed at the disposal of the Society for the occasion), at four o’clock on Thursday, 
July 6th, of which notice was given to the absent members through the daily papers. 

At the time appointed the Society assembled at the Armory. The regiment 
appeared and formed a hollow square around the platform, and the following interesting 
exercises took place, interspersed with music by Grafulla’s band. ‘The stand of colors, 
consisting of regimental and national flags, and the two guide colors, were brought forward 
and returned to the Society by General Hall, in a patriotic and appropriate speech. They 
were received on the part of the Society by the President, with an appropriate response, 
thanking the officers and men for the credit they had done the Society by their noble 
conduct during the war, and the heroism with which they had sustained these colors, 
never having in one instance dishonored them, but always borne them on to victory. 
Brother Joseph Hoxie then made some very feeling remarks, having been an eye-witness 
to some of the hardships and dangers suffered by the regiment. 

The ceremonies were concluded by an eloquent and patriotic speech from Brother 
Wm. D. Murphy. The whole proceedings seemed to give satisfaction and pleasure to the 
audience assembled, as testified by their frequent applause. 

After the presentation ceremonies the Society formed in procession; the regiment 
also formed in line, and under their military escort the Society, with the returned colors, 
marched through Astor Place to Broadway, and down Broadway to the Society’s hall, and 
deposited the colors in the library rooms. It is hoped the Society will make some suitable 
provision for the proper preservation and display of these mementos of our national 
conflict, which has now become a portion of the history of the age, and they would, 
therefore, recommend that a suitable case in which to place the returned flags be procured 
and placed in some conspicuous part of the library or meeting-room. 

The committee further report that of the $1,000 which the Society appropriated, 
they have expended the sum of $525.70, as per accompanying voucher, leaving the 
balance, amounting to $474.30, in the treasury. 

The committee would recommend for adoption the following resolutions: 
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Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are hereby tendered to Colonel Emmons 
Clark, Seventh Regiment, N. G., for the use of the armory of his regiment on the occasion 
of the reception of the First New-York Volunteer Engineer Regiment. 

Resolved, That the Finance Committee be and are hereby instructed to procure a 
suitable case for the proper preservation and display of the flags received from the First 
New-York Volunteer Engineer Regiment, and place the same in a conspicuous situation 
in some part of the hall of the Society. 


All of which is respectfully submitted on behalf of the committee. 


NoAH WoRRALL, 
SEPTEMBER 6, 1865. Chairman. 


A lp EoNT) EXe SN 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE I.— Meetings. 


§ 1. The meetings of this Society shall be held at the Mechanics’ Hall. An annual 
meeting shall be held on the second Tuesday in January, at three o’clock Pp. M., and regu- 
lar meetings shall be held on the first ee eessesy in every month of May, June, July, 
August, and September, at eight o’clock p. M.; and of every month of October, November, 
December, January, February, March, and Abad at half-past seven o’clock P. M. TOES 
five members shall be considered a quorum. 

§ 2. Whenever seven members shall deem it expedient to have a special meeting, 
they shall signify the same in writing to the President for the time being, who shall direct 
the Secretary to notify the members accordingly. 


ARTICLE II.— Elections. 


§ x. At the regular meeting in December in every year, or as soon thereafter as may 
be, three members shall be chosen by the Society, as inspectors of the annual election of 
officers, to receive, canvass, and estimate the votes given for President, First Vice- 
President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Collector. 


ES 
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§ 2. When a quorum of members are present on the day of the annual meeting, the 
presiding officer for the time being shall, between the hours of three and four o’clock P. M., 
call the meeting to order; when, after going through the ordinary business of the Society, 
they shall proceed by ballot to the choice of officers for the ensuing year: Provided, 
always, should it at any time happen that a quorum of members be not present at or before 
four o’clock p. M., the opening of the poll for the election of officers shall not be suspended 
beyond that hour. 

§ 3. The poll for election shall be closed at seven o’clock p. M., and the inspectors 
shall give notice of its closing at least fifteen minutes preceding. Immediately on closing 
the poll, they shall proceed to canvass the votes, and on completing the same, shall regu- 
larly certify, under their hands, the persons having the greatest number of votes; which 
certificate, provided a quorum of members be present, shall forthwith be reported to the 
Society, otherwise deposited with the Secretary, and registered on the minutes. 

§ 4. Special elections for filling vacancies shall be at a stated meeting of the Society, 
not more than two months after such vacancies shall have happened; and the presiding 
officer shall cause the members to be notified thereof in the papers employed by the Society, 
at least one week previous to the time of such election. 


ARTICLE III.—The President and Vice-Presidents. 


§ 1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the Society ; to 
preserve decorum, and decide all questions of order, subject, however, to an appeal to the 
Society. He shall not vote on any question or motion, unless the Society be equally 
divided. 

§ 2. In case of the absence of the President, the First Vice-President shall preside, 
and perform the duties of the President; and in case of the absence of both the President 
and the First Vice-President, the Second Vice-President shall in like manner preside, and 
perform the said duties; and in the event of all the said officers being absent, the Society 
(a quorum being present) shall appoint a President fro zempore, who shall perform all the 
duties incident to the office. 

§ 3. The President of the Society shall be ex-oficio a member of the School Com- 
mittee, and of the Committee for Promoting and Disseminating Literary and Scientific 
Knowledge; the First Vice-President ex-officio a member of the Library Committee ; and 
the Second Vice-President and Treasurer ex-officio members of the Finance Committee. 

§ 4. The President is authorized and empowered to vote on the stock held by this 
Society in the Mechanics’ National Bank of the City of New-York, at all elections for 
directors of said bank. 


ARTICLE IV.—The Treasurer. 


§ 1. Before the ‘Treasurer enters upon the duties of his office, he shall annually give a 
bond to the Society, with two sufficient sureties, in a sum not less than five thousand 
dollars, for the faithful performance of the trust reposed in him, which bond shall be 
deposited with the Finance Committee. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and safely keep all deeds, mort- 
gages, or any titles to property belonging to the Society; also certificates of stock, and 
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such evidences of debt as may be received for the benefit of the Society ; to collect the 
rents, the interest of any money secured by bond and mortgage, the dividends on the stock 
held by the Society, the initiation fees, and generally all moneys owing to the Society, the 
collection of which is not otherwise provided, for. 

§ 3. All moneys received by the Treasurer for or on account of the Society shall be 
deposited by him, in the name of the Society, in such bank or banks as may be designated 
for that purpose in the manner following. And it is hereby made the duty of the Finance 
Committee, with the approval of the President of the Society, to designate from time to 
time, as said committee may deem advisable, some bank or banks in the city of New-York, 
in which said moneys shall be deposited by him: Provided, always, that the Society may 
at any time instruct said committee and President, or otherwise direct them, relative to the 
matter. 

§ 4. The Treasurer shall pay the quarterly drafts of the several Standing Committees, 
the salaries of the officers of the Society, and also all specific orders drawn on him in pur- 
suance of any resolution of the Society. But no moneys of the Society shall be drawn 
from any bank in which the same may be deposited, except on a check signed by him as 
Treasurer, and countersigned by the President of the Society, said check being made pay- 
able to the order of the person or persons to whom it is to be paid. 7 

§ 5. He shall keep, in suitable books, separate accounts with every piece of property, 
and with all stock owned ‘by the Society, with every committee or fund, and with every 
individual or firm that may be at any time indebted to the Society. Said accounts shall be 
written up and posted on or before every quarterly meeting of the Society. Said books 
shall be kept in the iron safe of the Society, and shall at all suitable times be accessible to 
any officer of the Society, and to the chairman of each of the Standing Committees. He 
shall be authorized to employ some suitable person to assist him in keeping said books, at 
an expense not exceeding one hundred dollars per annum. 

§ 6. He shall report at the regular meetings in the months of January, April, July, and 
October, the state of the finances and funds, and subjoin his own account thereto, for the 
inspection of the members. He shall report annually, at the regular meeting in January, 
a full account of all moneys received and disbursed by him from the first day of January 
to the thirty-first day of December, inclusive, of the year preceding, with a statement of the 
financial condition of the Society; and for his services he shall be allowed a compensation 
of three hundred dollars per annum. 

§ 7. The Society shall appoint annually a committee of three members, to examine 
the books of the Treasurer and Secretary respectively, who shall report the result at the 
next regular meeting of the Society thereafter. 

§ 8. When a new Treasurer is chosen, his predecessor in office shall be allowed 
twenty days to adjust and settle his accounts and other matters appertaining to the duties 
of his office. 

In the absence of the Treasurer the presiding officer shall appoint a Treasurer 
pro tempore. 

ARTICLE V.—The Secretary. 

§ 1. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend every meeting of the Society, 

except when prevented by sickness or absence from the city. 
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He shall keep minutes of their proceedings, and regularly record the same in a book 
provided for the purpose. 

He shall also record copies of all reports made to the Society, in a book provided for that 
purpose ; and shall file and number all original papers, resolutions, and other documents ; 
and when reporting the minutes of the preceding meeting, he shall read them as then 
written in the book of minutes. 

He shall also keep a book wherein each member’s name and occupation shall be in- 
serted, in such order and manner that it will appear when he was admitted, expelled, died, 
or withdrew, as the case may be, which book shall be the General Register of the Society. 

He shall notify, without delay, each person elected a member of the Society of such 
election; and on the election of any member to an office, shall give him due notice thereof. 

When any committee has been appointed, he shall furnish to the member first named 
thereon a written list of the names of the several members appointed to constitute the 
same, and a copy of the resolution, matter, or thing referred to them. 

When motions are made and seconded, he shall record the names of those members 
by whom they are made. 

He shall cause due public notice to be given of all the meetings of the Society in 
such of the daily papers of the city as the Society may direct. 

He shall be allowed for his services five hundred dollars per annum. 

§ 2. The seal of the Society shall be kept by the Secretary, and used for the purpose 
of sealing all certificates of admission, and such other papers as the Society may direct, by 
resolution, to be executed under their seal. 

§ 3. The plate for the certificates of membership shall be kept by the Secretary, and 
each member shall be entitled to a certificate, dated from the time of his initiation, on the 
payment of one dollar to the Secretary, to be by him paid to the Treasurer. 

§ 4. The books in which the minutes, reports, &c., of the Society are recorded, and 
all books, papers, &c., appertaining to the office and duty of Secretary, shall be kept by 
him in the iron safe of the Society, and shall not be taken from his possession; but any 
member may, at all suitable times, have liberty to examine and make extracts from them 
at the place where they are kept. 

§ 5. In the absence or inability of the Secretary, the presiding officer shall appoint 
one of the members to officiate as Secretary p7o tempore. 


ARTICLE VI.—The Door-keeper. 


A Door-keeper shall be appointed by the President, who shall attend all the meetings 
of the Society, and shall suffer no person except members to enter the hall during the time 
of meeting, without the permission of the Society. 

He shall at all times have the hall ready and prepared for the meetings of the Society ; 
and, as a compensation, shall be allowed four dollars for each meeting of the Society 
which he attends. 

ARTICLE VIJ.—Standing Committees. 

§ 1. The Standing Committees of the Society shall be a Finance Committee, a Com- 

mittee on Pensions, a School Committee, a Library Committee, and a Committee for 
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Promoting and Disseminating Literary and Scientific Knowledge. No individual shall be 
a member of more than one of the Standing Committees at the same time. 

§ 2. The President (or in his absence the officer presiding) shall, at the meeting of the 
Society held in February of each year, nominate, and, with the consent of the Society, 
appoint five members to constitute the Finance Committee ; eight to constitute the Com- 
mittee on Pensions; twelve to constitute the School Committee ; twelve to constitute the 
Library Committee, and twelve to constitute the Committee for Promoting and Dissemi- 
nating Literary and Scientific Knowledge; all of whom shall serve one year, and until 
others are appointed in their place. 

§ 3. At the meeting in February of each year, or if from any cause such meeting 
should not be held, then at the next meeting thereafter, appropriations for the current year 
shall be made, of such sums as may then be deemed sufficient, and within the means of the 
Treasury, for the Finance Committee, the Committee on Pensions, the School Committee, 
the Library Committee, and the Literary and Scientific Committee, to be by the said com- 
mittees drawn from the Treasury quarterly ; and the Treasurer is hereby authorized to pay 
the said drafts. 

§ 4. The several Standing Committees shall each pay the salaries or wages of the 
persons employed in, and the other necessary expenses of, the departments under their 
charge, respectively. 

§ 5. It shall be the duty of the Finance Committee, the Committee on Pensions, the 
School, Library, and Literary and Scientific Committees, and they are hereby required 
to report to the Society quarterly, to wit, at the meetings held in January, April, July, and 
October of each year, an account of their receipts and expenditures during the preceding 
quarter, and the vouchers for all moneys paid by them. 


Said committees shall also severally make, at the regular meeting of the Society in 
January, a full report of their receipts and expenditures, and of their transactions during 
the year ending on the 31st day of December preceding, stating therein the actual condi- 
tion of their respective departments, and all such matters as may be necessary to enable 
the Society to form an accurate judgment of the results of their operations. Said annual 
reports, together with the annual report of the Treasurer, shall be referred to the Finance 
Committee, which committee shall prepare and report to the Society at the regular meeting 
in February next ensuing, a statement of the financial condition of the Society, with 
estimates of the probable receipts into and demands upon the Treasury during the ensuing 
year; and shall also embody in said statement such of the matters from the annual reports 
of the several committees as they may deem suitable for publication. Said statement shall 
be printed for the use of the members. 


ARTICLE VITI.—The Finance Committee. 


The Finance Committee shall take charge of all buildings and lands belonging to the 
Society, and direct and superintend all ordinary and necessary repairs. ‘They shall report 
from time to time to the Society such other repairs and improvements as they may deem 
expedient to be made, with estimates of the expense, and direct and superintend the same 
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when ordered by the Society. They shall audit and pay all bills for the ordinary and 
necessary expenses of the Society. 


ARTICLE IX.—The Committee on Pensions. 


§ 1. All applications made to this Society for relief, either personally or by petition, 
shall be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

It shall be the duty of the said committee to inquire into the circumstances of every 
member, or of the widow, orphan, or orphans of any deceased member, who may apply for 
assistance. 

§ 2. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the committee that the situation or 
circumstances of any member who has applied for relief is such that he will require assist- 
ance more than one year, or during his natural life, it shall be their duty to report to the 
Society, for their concurrence, a specific sum, which, in their opinion, under all the circum- 
stances, ought to be granted as a yearly pension to such member ; ‘which pension, if con- 
curred in by the Society, shall be paid by them in the same manner and at the same 
periods that other pensions are paid. 

They shall register in a book, to be kept for that purpose, the names of the pen- 
sioners and the names and ages of their children; and shall pay at stated periods their 
pension as fixed by law. 

§ 3. In the event of the death of any member, being in indigent circumstances, his 
widow, orphan, or orphans shall be entitled to receive assistance agreeably to the following 
regulations : 

1. All widows on the pension list shall be allowed fifty-two dollars per annum, so 
long as, in the judgment of the committee or of the Society, their circumstances are such 
as to require the aid of the Society. 

2. All widows, being pensioners, and having children under the age of fourteen years, 
shall be allowed the sum of twenty dollars per annum for each child; which allowance 
may be continued, if deemed necessary by the committee, although the widow may have 
again married. - 

3. When a child, whose mother is on the pension list, shall arrive at the age of 
fourteen years, the pension of the widow for such child shall cease. 

4. Every child having no parents living, and who shall be entered on the pension list, 
shall be allowed the sum of forty dollars per annum, until it shall arrive at the age of 
fourteen years; the said money to be paid to the guardian of the child, or such other 
person as the committee shall approve. 

5. The rules relative to pensioners shall be so construed as not to debar non-residents 
from receiving pensions. 

6. No arrearages of pensions shall be paid for a longer period than one year. 

§ 4. The Committee on Pensions shall inquire, at least once in each year, into the 
circumstances of the several pensioners of the Society, in order that they may obtain a 
knowledge whether they are proper objects of its bounty. 

§ 5. When, during the recess of the Society, applications are made to the committee, 
by pensioners or others, either for relief or for funeral expenses of a deceased brother, his 
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widow, or orphan children under fourteen years of age; or, when such applications have 
been referred to them, it shall be their duty to make careful investigation of the circum- 
stances of the person or persons by whom, or in whose behalf, the applications have been 
made; and if it shall appear that the applicants are entitled to relief, and the circumstances 
are such as will not admit of the delay necessary to make a formal report thereof to the 
Society, then it shall be lawful for them to make a donation of relief of a sum not to exceed 
ten dollars, or towards funeral expenses of a sum not to exceed forty dollars, in each case. 
And it shall be their further duty to report to the Society, at its next meeting thereafter, the 
amount of every such donation, with the names and circumstances of the several persons 
to whom and in whose behalf they were made. 

§ 6. The office for the quarterly payment of the pensioners of the Society shall be in 
some appropriate room in the Mechanics’ Hail. 

§ 7. The committee shall report annually in the month of January, to the Society, the 
names of the persons relieved, and the amount paid to each, which report shall be read in 
detail whenever so made to the Society. 


ARTICLE X.—The School Committee. 


It shall be the duty of the School Committee to take charge of, and generally to 
superintend, the concerns of the school, to judge of the qualifications of, and to employ 
and discharge teachers or other persons engaged in it; to decide upon the terms of 
admission into it, to make rules and regulations for its government, and to visit it at least 
once in each month. 


ARTICLE XI,—The Library Committee. Sy 


§ 1. It shall be the duty of the Library Committee to take charge of, and generally to 
superintend the concerns of the Apprentices’ and De Milt Libraries and Reading-rooms ; 
to employ and discharge Librarians; to establish rules and regulations for the good 
government of the Libraries and Reading-rooms. 

§ 2 The members of the Society, the widows and minor children of deceased 
members, and the teachers in its schools, shall be allowed the privileges of the library, 
under the same regulations as those established by the committee for apprentices. The 
same privileges shall also be extended to females employed, as apprentices or otherwise, 
by mechanics or tradesmen in their business, on the presentation of a proper certificate. 


ARTICLE XII.—The Literary and Scientific Committee. 


Such appropriations as may be made to the Committee for Promoting and Dis- 
seminating Literary and Scientific Knowledge, shall be applied by that committee for 
promoting and disseminating literary and scientific knowledge, for the procuring apparatus, 
and the employing suitable persons to deliver public lectures, or for imparting knowledge 
by such other modes as the committee shall judge most suitable to promote the objects 
of the Society, in the moral and intellectual improvement of its members, and those 
connected with its School and Library. 
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ARTICLE XIII.—The Library Fund. 


§ 1. All donations, devises, and bequests which may be made to the Society for the 
use, maintenance and extension of the Apprentices’ Library and Reading-rooms (unless 
otherwise directed by the parties making them), together with such sum or sums of money, 
or such property as the Society may from time to time designate for that purpose, shall 
constitute a separate and permanent fund for the said purpose, to be called the “ Library 
Fund”; and the interest or income thereof, alone, shall be applied for the use, maintenance, 
and extension of the said Library and Reading-rooms, and in such manner as may from 
time to time be directed by a vote of the Society. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Finance Committee to take charge of said fund, and 
from time to time, as they may be directed by a vote of the Society, invest the same, and 
all contributions and appropriations therefor, in good and sufficient security. And the 
interest and income arising therefrom shall be drawn annually by the Treasurer of the 
Society, and appropriated and applied for the use, maintenance, and extension of the 
before-named Library and Reading-rooms, in such manner as may from time to time be 
directed by a vote of the Society. And it is hereby made the duty of the aforesaid 
committee to lay before the Society, annually, in the month of January (or oftener, if so 
required to do by a vote of the Society), a separate and exact report of the condition of 
said fund, setting forth, in a particular manner, the amount thereof, the income arising 
therefrom, and the nature of the securities in which the same may be invested. 

§ 3. Subscribers to the funds of the said Apprentices’ Library and Reading-rooms to 
the amount of twenty-five dollars at one time, shall be entitled to the same privileges as 
members of this Society in the use of said Library and Reading-rooms. 


ARTICLE XIV.—Sale of Real Estate. 


Whenever a resolution to sell any real estate belonging to the Society shall be moved, 
it shall lie on the table until the next regular meeting, or a special meeting, should such 
be called; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary, at least three days previous to said 
meeting, to send to each member residing in this city and its vicinity, whose place of 
residence he can ascertain, a written or printed notice that such resolution has been 
moved. 

ARTICLE XV.— Admission and Initiation. 

§ 1. The art or trade of every person proposed as a member of this Society shall be 
entered by the Secretary on the minutes of the meeting at which such proposition is made; 
and the Society shall in no case proceed to ballot for such person as a member, unless four 
of the brothers shall have previously vouched for his character at the time of his being 
proposed, as it relates to industry, honesty, and sobriety ; and also for his being a mechanic 
or tradesman, and a citizen of the United States. The votes of two-thirds of the members 
present at any meeting of the Society shall be necessary for his admission. 

§ 2. Every person elected a member of this Society shall, within three regular meet- . 
ings thereafter, apply for the purpose of being initiated; and in case any person so elected 
shall neglect to apply within the time aforesaid, his election shall, by such neglect, become 
void. 
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§ 3. Every person admitted a member of this Society shall pay to the Treasurer, 
immediately after his initiation, the sum of fifty dollars. 

§ 4. All persons who are in waiting for the purpose of being initiated shall be regu- 
larly introduced to the Society by two brothers, previously appointed by the President or 
presiding officer as Masters of Ceremonies for that evening. The Masters of Ceremonies, 
when arrived at the door of the hall, accompanied by the person or persons to be initiated, 
shall give notice thereof by three distinct raps, which shall be answered by the President 
with two strokes of his hammer; the brothers at the same time will rise, while the 
Masters of Ceremonies shall approach the chair, and present the newly elected member or 
members. ‘The presiding officer will then address them as follows. [To be spoken in the 
plural or singular, as the case may require. | 


FELLOW CITIZENS: 


In accordance with our usages, you have been elected members of this incorporation. 
This is the result of the testimonial which we have received of your character. Let 
sobriety, industry, and integrity continue to be the ornaments of your names. 

To relieve the unfortunate, the widow, and the orphan, was the primary and 
commendable object of the founders of this association. Its usefulness has since been 
extended by the establishment of a Library and Reading-rooms, with a school for the 
instruction and improvement of the apprentices of our city. 

It is expected that you will lend your aid to these laudable purposes, and promote, 
with your brethren, the honor and welfare of the institution. 

We welcome you as brothers! A delightful union, where the bond of friendship is 
benevolence. i) 

You will now inscribe your names on the general register of the Society, in whose 
behalf I tender you the nght hand of fellowship. 


ARTICLE XVI.—Rules of Order to be observed at the Meetings of this Society. 


1. On the appearance of a quorum, the President shall take the chair, and call the 
meeting to order. . 

2. The minutes of the preceding meeting shall then be read by the Secretary, that any 
mistakes therein may be corrected by the Society. 

3. When the Society adjourns, the members-shall keep their seats until the President 
leaves the chair. 

4. Every member wishing to speak shail rise from his seat, and address himself to the 
President. 

s. When two or more members rise at once, the President shall name the member 
who is entitled to the floor. 

6. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question, until he shall have 
obtained leave from the Society. 

7. No motion shall be debated or put unless the same be seconded. When a motion 
is seconded it shall be stated by the President before debate, and every such motion shall 
be reduced to writing, if the President or any three members desire it. 
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8. After a motion is stated by the President, it shall be deemed to be in possession of 
the Society, but may be withdrawn at any time before decision or amendment. 

9g. When a question is under debate no motion shall be received, but to adjourn, to 
he on the table, for the previous question, to postpone, to commit or to amend; which 
several motions shall have precedence in the order they stand arranged; and the motion 
for adjournment shall always be in order, and decided without debate. 

to. The previous question shall be in this form: Shall the main question be now put? 
It shall only be admitted when demanded by a majority of the members present, and its 
effect shall be to put an end to all debate and bring the Society to a direct vote upon 
amendments reported by a committee, if any, upon pending amendments, and then upon 
the main question. 

11. Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to the Society, shall be presented 
by the President, or by a member in his place. 

12. While the President is putting a question, no member shall walk out of or across the 
room ; nor, when a member is speaking, shall any one entertain private discourse, or pass 
between him and the chair. 

13. Every proposed alteration or amendment of the By-laws shall receive three 
several readings previous to its being passed. The second and third readings shall be at 
different meetings, unless the Society unanimously direct otherwise. 

14. In filling up blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall be first put. 


All By-laws of the Society in force previous to this date, and not included in the 
sixteen articles now adopted, are hereby repealed. 


STANDING RESOLUTION. 


The Finance Committee, at a meeting held in January, 1860, in pursuance of then 
recent amendments of the By-laws, adopted the following resolution, which was reported 
to the Society at its meeting of the 18th of the same month, viz. : 

kesolved, That all money received by the Treasurer, for and on account of this 
Society, be deposited by him in the “ Mechanics’ Bank,” in the name of the Society, and 
that the Chairman request the President of the Society to give his consent to said 
arrangement. 

The President, from the chair, verbally gave his consent to the arrangement of the 
Finance Committee in pursuance of the By-laws.—See Min. 7. Fol. 62. 
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To amend an Act entitled “An Act to renew and amend an Act entitled ‘An Act relative to the General 
Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,’ passed April first, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six.” Passed March 4th, 1872. 


The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact 
as follows : 

§ 1. The second section of an act, entitled “An Act to renew and amend an Act 
entitled ‘An Act relative to the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City 
of New-York,’ passed April 1st, eighteen hundred and fifty-six,” is hereby amended so as 
to read as follows: “Sec. 2, The said corporation is hereby authorized and empowered 
to hold real and personal estate to an amount which shall not, at any one time, exceed 
in value the sum of fifteen hundred thousand dollars.” 

§ 2. Any citizen of the United States, who is now or who may hereafter become a 
member of said corporation, shall be entitled to all its privileges, and be eligible to any of 
its offices. 

§ 3. This Act shall take effect immediately. 
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Delivered by Edwin Dobbs, Esq., President, at the first meeting of the Society, held in Mechanics’ Hall, 
No, 18 East Sixteenth street, January 2d, 1878. 


When the delegates from the thirteen colonies first met in Congress, and resolved that 
by right we should and ought to be a free and independent people, that marked an epoch 
in the history of the Great Republic; again, when rebellion against the laws of our country 
lifted its armed hand, a million of freemen arose in their might, and swore that the Union 
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must and shall be preserved, and rebellion must be put down, whatever the consequences ; 
that marked an epoch in our country’s history; and so to-night marks an epoch in the 
history of this Society. 

A long while ago, as measured by our lives, in the year 1785, our fathers founded or 
instituted this Society, and laid deep down its foundations on the rock of benevolence, and 
to-day it stands as a monument of their wisdom and goodness, and is spreading knowledge 
and usefulness all over our city. 

But this is not the subject we intend to discuss to-night. We propose to speak a few 
words on the profession we represent—the mechanic. We do not intend to discuss the 
question in its technical sense or bearing, but in its practical sense ; in other words, as we 
all use it and understand it—to construct. 

When the Creator of the universe first called our planet into existence, geologists tell 
us it was a ball of burning matter; as the material gradually burned out from exhaustion, 
the surface cooled and formed a crust which we call granite rock, and which marks the 
first epoch in its history; from thence, until the alluvial appears, the Divine Architect, and 
we say it with reverence, for he planned it, and by mechanical means he constructed it, 
by the laws which he made, by water, by fire, and the decay of vegetable and animal 
matter, until he had fully prepared and fitted it up for the habitation of him whom he 
created in his own image, and endowed with reasoning power, the last, the acme of his 
creation, and to whom every living thing was placed in subjection. Now, of course, we 
all believe that God could have called from naught this beautiful globe which we call 
earth, but he chose to show to his creatures, by his laws, which we call Nature’s laws, 
guided by his hand, a lesson for us to learn. Have you ever noticed the peculiar 
formation of our own city? ‘The primitive or base rock on which a part of our island 
stands belongs to the earlier creation. The rock begins about Tenth street, on the back- 
bone of the island, and from thence runs north to the upper end; all below the first-men- 
tioned point was made by deposits of water, granulated stones, softened by water, and 
crushed by abrasion and ground against each other, the product of which we call sand. 
Now, all this was produced by mechanical laws; and so we might go on and exhaust the 
little time we have left. We will let this suffice for the present. 

Have you ever examined the human body stripped of its natural covering, and seen 
the mechanical skill displayed in its creation; the numbers of little nerves so sensitive to 
the touch, the little veins that course all through the body, the great arterial rivers that 
flow to all parts of the system, the tendons, the muscles that control and move the body, 
the heart which pumps about twenty-eight pounds of blood every one and three-quarter 
minutes, and throws to all parts of the body the life of man, and never rests for a moment 
till death ensues? It shows the wisdom and skill, the handiwork of his Creator. Truly, 
we are fearfully and wonderfully made; and turn where we will, we cannot close our eyes 
to the fact, that the whole creation, whether of animate or inanimate matter, bears on its 
face the impress of a great and good Being, who formed it. for good, wise, and holy pur- 
poses. I said man was the acme of creation, because he was endowed with reason, and 
he is the only animal born into the world without covering, showing that, endowed as he 
was, it was decreed that he should make use of the reason which God had given him, and 
improve the privileges which surrounded him. 


MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN, 303 


The first occupation of man was probably agricultural, and the implements he made 
use of were of wood, to break up and till the soil, probably soon followed with implements 
of stone, and afterward of metal, as we read. Tubal Cain was a worker in this material, 
the first mechanic mentioned in history. 

As the population of the earth increased, the wants of the people increased, and we 
read of building cities; and finally Noah, at the command of God, built the ark. Now, 
this was all the work of mechanics; all the progress made in the world, during the first 
two thousand years of its history, as given by Moses, from Adam down, was through the 
labor and skill of the mechanic; and we think we do not arrogate to ourselves too much 
when we say down to the present day. 

When God said that by labor man should earn his bread, we believe it was a blessing, 
instead of a curse ; for it is only by the use of the powers which he gave us are we enabled 
to develop the organs of the body. If we do not use our limbs, they become paralyzed ; 
if our mind is not cultivated, it becomes dull and stupid; if the soil is not cultivated, it 
brings forth weeds ; and the same law holds good all over the universe. 

We said, a few moments ago, that all the progress made in the world was made by 
mechanics, and we believe it true. The whole world is filled with the history of the past, 
accumulated by the industry and skill of the mechanic ; the mound-builders of the West, 
the ruins of Central America—true, many of them rude in their construction; but, turn to 
the eastern hemisphere, and see the ruins of temples, even yet grand in their ruin, in 
Nineveh, in Egypt, in Greece, in Italy, and also in many parts of Asia; and to-day are 
being unearthed the evidences of the skill of the mechanic of the past, where the history 
of nations long since extinct are being made known to the world by characters written in 
stone, and that are now being deciphered. a 

Galileo, who discovered that the earth revolved around the sun, was a mechanic, 
afterward an astronomer. Columbus was said to have worked at a mechanical business, 
afterward a navigator. Guttenberg was a printer, and the first who usefully applied it, as 
also its inventor. Fulton, who first applied steam as a motive power on water, was a 
mechanic. Franklin, who brought the lightning from the clouds, was a mechanic. 
Stephenson, who made the iron-horse that moves us in safety fifty miles an hour, on iron 
and steel rails, was a mechanic; and Morse, who was the first to apply electricity as a 
printing power, we believe was a mechanic; and, in fact, all great discoverers of anything 
useful for man were mechanics; and, while we would not speak disparagingly of the fine 
arts, for they have done a great deal to beautify and embellish, and make life pleasant, at 
the same time, for all things that make life agreeable, no art, no science, no literature, 
ever has or ever can do the good for man that mechanism has done. 

Brothers, are you not proud of your profession? Has any other profession ever 
developed anything compared to ours? Search the records of the past. History is 
silent; nothing found. But while the world shall last, the monuments of the skill of the 
mechanic will stand, until the voice of the archangel shall be heard that time shall be no 
more. 

And now, brothers, we owe a duty to ourselves, to our children, to the young men of 
our country (Americans), many of whom have been falsely educated. Instead of giving 
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them a good sound English education, as our fathers gave us, we have given them collegi- 
ate educations. We must make professors of law, of music, of physic, of surgery, and so 
on; all well in its way, but let us make mechanics of ours. We don’t need any free 
colleges to make mechanics, or female normal schools to make good wives. ‘The idea has 
sprung up within the last thirty years that labor is not honorable; our boys don’t wish to 
learn trades. We have been compelled to depend upon the foreign material, and hence 
the combinations, the unions, and the strikes, etc., which are entirely foreign to our 
country; for here we are all sovereigns, not subjects, and every man, according to his skill, 
in ordinary times, is able to obtain employment, and receive a sufficient remuneration for 
his services. 

We should thank God, and take fresh courage, that we are mechanics; and when the 
time has arrived for us to take our departure, we may look back over the past, and feel 
that we have not lived in vain; that we have left an heritage to our children that labor is 
honorable and the hands undefiled. 

And in the words of the motto of our Society, “ By hammer and hand all arts do 
stand.” 

And so say we. 
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BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE I. 


§ 1. All meetings of this Society shall be held at Mechanics’ Hall. The annual 
meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday in January, at 3 o’clok p. m.; and regular 
meetings shall be held on the third Wednesday in January, and the first Wednesdays in 
February, March, April, October, November, and December, at half-past seven o’clock 
p. M., and on the first Wednesdays in May, June, and September, at 8 o’clock P. M. 

§ 2. Twenty-five members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

§ 3. Whenever seven members shall deem it expedient to have a special meeting, they 
shall signify the same in writing to the President, specifying the purpose thereof, who shall 
thereupon direct the Secretary to call such special meeting, and to notify the members of 
the time and objects of said meeting. No business shall be considered or transacted at such 
meeting, except such as may have been specified in said call and in the notice to members. 

§ 4. When the first Wednesday in any month occurs on a legal holiday, the meeting 
shall take place on the Wednesday following. 
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ARTICLE II.— Elections. 


§ 1. At the regular meeting in December, or as soon thereafter as may be, three 
members shall be chosen by the Society as inspectors of election, to receive, canvass, and 
estimate the votes given for President, Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, and Collector, at the next annual election. 

§ 2. When a quorum of members are present on the day of the annual meeting, the 
presiding officer shall, between the hours of three and four o’clock p. M., call the meeting 
to order; when, after transacting the ordinary business of the Society, they shall proceed 
by ballot to the choice of officers for the ensuing year; provided, always, should it at any 
time happen that a quorum of members be not present at or before four o’clock Pp. M., the 
opening of the poll for the election of officers shall not be suspended beyond that hour. 

§ 3. The poll for election shall be closed at seven o’clock Pp. M., and the inspectors 
shall give notice of its closing at least fifteen minutes preceding. Immediately on closing 
the poll they shall proceed to canvass the votes, and on completing the same, shall certify 
over their signatures the persons having the greatest number of votes; which certificate, 
provided a quorum of members be present, shall forthwith be reported to the Society ; 
and upon it appearing by such certificate that the balloting has resulted in a lawful choice 
of officers of the Society for the ensuing year, it shall be the duty of the Society to forth- 
with proceed to the installation of the several officers elect, in the following order and 
manner, to wit: 

1. The President. 

2. The Vice-President and Second Vice-President. 

3. The Treasurer and Secretary. 

4. All other officers-elect who may be present. 

The installation ceremonies shall be conducted by the presiding officer, assisted by at 
least two ex-presidents or other members of the Society, whom he shall appoint for said 
purpose, and shall consist of — 

1. Presentation of the officer or officers-elect to the installing officer by his aids. 

2. Announcement by the presiding officer of the duties and responsibilities con- 
nected with the position to which the brother awaiting installation has been chosen. 

3. Acceptance of the official position, with its duties and responsibilities, by the 
officer-elect. 

4. Imposition by the presiding officer of the obligations of the position upon the 
officer-elect, and also his investment with the powers appertaining thereto. 

5. Formal declaration by the presiding officer of the installation of the brother into 
his official position, and escort of the installed officer to his chair by the aids of installation. 

During the installation ceremonies the brothers will stand, and no brother will enter 
or leave the hall. Upon the conclusion of the installation of all the officers-elect who 
may be present, the installing officer will vacate the chair, surrender the gavel to the newly 
installed President, and present him to the assembled brothers. 

In the event of a quorum of members not being present on the completion of the 
canvass of the election, then the certificate of the inspectors shall be deposited with the 
Secretary, and registered on the minutes. 
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§ 4. Special elections, for filling vacancies, shall be held in the same manner, at a 
regular meeting of the Society, not more than two regular meetings after such vacancies 
shall have occurred, and the presiding officer shall direct the Secretary to notify the mem- 
bers thereof at least one week previous to the time of such election. 


ARTICLE III.—The President and Vice-Presidents. 


§ 1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the Society ; 
to preserve order, and decide all questions, subject, however, to an appeal to the Society. 
He shall not vote on any question unless the Society be equally divided. 

§ 2. In case of the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall preside, and 
perform the duties of the President; and in case of the absence of both the President and 
the Vice-President, the Second Vice-President shall in like manner preside, and perform 
the said duties; and in the event of all the said officers being absent, the Society shall 
appoint a President gro tempore, who shall perform all the duties incident to the office. 

§ 3. The President of the Society shall be ex-officio a member of the School Com- 
mittee, and of the Committee for Promoting and Disseminating Literary and Scientific 
Knowledge; the Vice-President ex-officio a member of the Library Committee; and the 
Second Vice-President ex-oficio a member of the Finance Committee. 

§ 4. The President is authorized and empowered to vote in the name of the Society 
on any corporate stock owned or held by it, at all elections for Trustees or Directors of 
any such corporation. 

ARTICLE I[V.—The Treasurer. 


§ 1. Before the Treasurer enters upon the duties of his office, he shall annually give a 
bond to the Society, with two approved sureties, in a sum not less than twenty thousand 
dollars, for the faithful performance of the trust reposed in him, which bond shall be 
deposited with the Finance Committee. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and safely keep, in such manner 
as shall be directed by the Society, all deeds, mortgages, or any titles to property belonging 
to the Society; also, certificates of stock, bonds, and all other evidences of debt, as may 
be received for the benefit of the Society; to collect the rents, the interest of any money 
secured by bond and mortgage, the dividends on the stock held by the Society, the initia- 
tion fees, and generally all moneys owing to the Society, the collection of which is not 
otherwise provided for. 

§ 3. All moneys received by the Treasurer for or on account of the Society shall be 
deposited by him in the name of the Society, with his signature and that of the President, 
in such bank or Trust Company as may be designated for that purpose by the Finance 

.Committee, with the approval, in writing, of the President of the Society; provided, 
always, that the Society may at any time instruct said committee and President, or 
otherwise direct them relative thereto. 

§ 4. The Treasurer shall pay quarterly the salaries of the Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Door-keeper, also all bills that may be ordered paid by the Society, and all specific orders 
drawn on him in pursuance of any resolution of the Society, and likewise pay out of their 
respective annual appropriations all drafts issued and all bills incurred for legitimate 





— er 
y } * 


MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 307 


expenditures by the several standing committees, upon being presented to him, duly 
certified by the Chairman and Secretary of the committee. But no money of the Society 
shall be drawn from any bank or trust company in which the same may be deposited, 
except on a check signed by him as Treasurer, and countersigned by the President of the 
Society, said check being made payable to the order of the person or persons to whom it 
is to be paid. 

§ 5. He shall keep, in suitable books, separate accounts with every piece of property, 
and with all stock and other securities owned by the Society, with every committee or fund, 
and with every individual or firm that may be at any time indebted to the Society. Said 
accounts shall be written up and posted on or before every quarterly meeting of the 
Society. Said books shall be kept in the safe of the Society, at Mechanics’ Hall, and shall 
at all suitable times be accessible to any officer of the Society, and to the Chairman of each 
of the standing committees. He shall be ex-officio a member of the Finance Committee, 
and also ex-officio a member and the Treasurer of the Building and Sinking Fund Committee. 

§ 6. He shall report at the annual meeting in the month of January, and quarterly 
thereafter at regular meetings, the amounts paid on account of the several standing 
committees, the state of the finances and funds, and subjoin his own account thereto, for 
the inspection of the members. He shall report at the annual meeting in January a full 
account of all moneys received and disbursed by him, from all sources and for what 
purposes, from the first day of January to the thirty-first day of December, inclusive, of the 
year preceding, with a statement of the financial condition of the Society; and for his 
services he shall be allowed a compensation of five hundred dollars per annum, payable 
quarterly. 

§ 7. The Society shall appoint annually, at the regular meeting in December, a 
committee of three members, as an Auditing Committee for the ensuing year, to examine 
the books of the Treasurer and Secretary respectively, also all deeds, bonds, certificates of 
stock, and other evidences of debt in their possession and belonging to the Society, who shall 
report the result at the next annual meeting of the society; also all reports, with the 
accompanying vouchers, from any officer or committee pertaining to the receipt or dis- 
bursement of moneys, shall be referred to said committee for examination and report 
thereon. 

§ 8. When a new Treasurer is chosen, his predecessor in office shall be allowed twenty 
days to adjust and settle his accounts, and other matters appertaining to the duties of his 
office. 

_In the absence of the Treasurer, the presiding officer shall appoint a Treasurer fo 
tempore. 


ARTICLE V.— The Secretary. 


§ 1. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend every meeting of the Society, and 
in his absence or inability to act, the presiding officer shall appoint one of the members to 
officiate as Secretary pro tempore. 

He shall keep minutes of all proceedings, and correctly record the same in a book 
provided for the purpose. 
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He shall also record copies of all reports made to the Society, in a book provided for 
that purpose; and shall file and number all original papers, resolutions, and other 
documents. 

He shall also keep a book wherein each member’s name and occupation shall be 
inserted, in such order and manner that it will appear when admitted, expelled, died, or 
withdrawn, which book shall be the General Register of the Society. 

He shall notify, without delay, each person elected a member of the Society of such 
election; and on the election of any member to an office, shall give him due notice 
thereof. ' 

When any committee has been appointed, he shall furnish to the member first named 
thereon a written list of the names of the several members appointed to constitute the 
same, and a copy of the resolution or subject referred to them. 

When a motion is made and seconded, he shall record the name of the member by 
whom it is made. 

He shall cause due notice to be given to the members of all the meetings of the 
Society in such manner as the Society may direct. 

He shall be allowed for his services five hundred dollars per annum, payable 
quarterly. 

§ 2. The seal of the Society shall be kept by the Secretary, and used for the purpose 
of sealing all certificates of admission, and such other papers as the Society may direct, by 
resolution, to be executed under their seal. 

§ 3. The plate for the certificates of membership shall be kept by the Secretary, and 
each member shall be entitled to a certificate, dated from the time of his initiation, on the 
payment of one dollar to the Secretary, to be by him paid to the Treasurer. 

§ 4. All books, reports, documents, papers, &c., appertaining to the office and duty of 
Secretary, shall be kept by him in the safe of the Society, and shall not be taken from his 
possession ; but any member may, at all suitable times, have liberty to examine and make 
extracts from them at the place where they are kept. 


ARTICLE VI.—The Door-keeper. 


A- Door-keeper shall be appointed by the President, who shall attend all the meetings 
of the Society, and during the session shall permit no persons, except members, to enter 
the meeting-room without the consent of the presiding officer ; and he shall receive for his 
services two dollars for each meeting of the Society which he attends. 


ARTICLE VII.—Standing Committees. 


§ 1. The Standing Committees of the Society shall be a Finance Committee, a Com- 
mittee on Pensions, a School Committee, a Library Committee, a Committee for Promoting 
and Disseminating Literary and Scientific Knowledge, and a Building and Sinking Fund 
Committee. 

§ 2. No member shall serve on more than one of the Standing Committees at the 
same time, except as provided in these by-laws, 
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§ 3. The President (or, in his absence, the officer presiding) shall, at the annual 
meeting of the Society, nominate, and, with the consent of the Society, appoint five 
members to constitute the Finance Committee; eight to constitute the Committee on 
Pensions; twelve to constitute the School Committee; twelve to constitute the Library 
Committee ; twelve to constitute the Committee for Promoting and Disseminating Literary 
and Scientific Knowledge, and four to constitute the Building and Sinking Fund Com- 
mittee; all of whom shall serve one year, and until others are appointed in their places. 

§ 4. At the regular meeting in January of each year, or if, from any cause, such meet- 
ing should not be held, then at the next meeting thereafter, appropriations for the current 
year shall be made of such sums as may then be deemed sufficient for the payment of their 
legitimate and authorized expenditures, and within the means of the Treasury, for the 
Finance Committee, the Committee on Pensions, the School Committee, the Library 
Committee, the Committee for Promoting and Disseminating Literary and Scientific 
Knowledge, and the Building and Sinking Fund Committee, which amounts so appropri- 
ated shall be set apart, and so much thereof as may be necessary, used by the Treasurer 
for the payment of the bills received by him from the respective several Standing Commit- 
tees entitled to such appropriations. 

§ 5. It shall be the duty of the Finance Committee, the,Committee on Pensions, the 
School Committee, the Library Committee, the Committee for Promoting and Disseminat- 
ing Literary and Scientific Knowledge, and the Building and Sinking Fund Committee, 
and they are hereby required, to report to the Society, at the annual meeting in January, 
and quarterly thereafter, an account of their receipts and expenditures during the pre- 
ceding quarter. 

Said committees shall also severally make, at the annual meeting’ of the Society 
in January, a full report of their receipts and expenditures, and of their transactions 
during the year ending on the 31st day of December preceding, stating therein the actual 
condition of their respective departments, and all such matters as may be necessary to 
enable the Society to form an accurate judgment of the results of their operations. Said 
annual reports, or a copy thereof, together with a copy of the annual report of the 
Treasurer, shall be referred to the Finance Committee, which committee shall prepare and 
report to the Society, at the regular meeting next ensuing, a statement of the financial 
condition of the Society, with estimates of the probable receipts into and demands upon 
the Treasury during the ensuing year; and shall also embody in said statement such of the 
matters from the annual reports of the several committees as they may deem suitable for 
publication. Said statement shall be printed for the use of the members. 

§ 6. All moneys received by any officer, committee, or member, for or on account of 
the Society, shall be forthwith paid to the Treasurer of the Society, taking his receipt 
therefor. 

ARTICLE VIII.—The Finance Committee. 

The Finance Committee shall take charge of all buildings and lands belonging to 
the Society, and shall appropriate, subject to the approval of the Society, so much of 
Mechanics’ Hall to each of the several Standing Committees as may be necessary for 
the proper discharge of their respective duties and trusts. They shall cause the property 
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of the Society to be properly insured, and direct and superintend all ordinary repairs 
and inexpensive necessary alterations thereto, and shall report such extraordinary repairs 
and improvements as they may deem expedient to be made, with estimates of the expense 
thereof, and, when approved by the Society, they shall direct and superintend the same. 

They shall procure all necessary supplies for the general use of the Society, and for the 
heating, lighting, and cleaning of Mechanics’ Hall, and shall audit all bills incurred for 
their legitimate and necessary expenses, transmitting the same, duly certified, to the 
Treasurer of the Society for payment. 


ARTICLE [X.—The Committee on Pensions. 


§ 1. All applications made to this Society for relief, either personally or by petition, 
shall be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

It shall be the duty of the said committee to inquire into the circumstances of every - 
member, or of the widow, orphan, or orphans of any deceased member who may apply for 
assistance. 

§ 2. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the committee that the situation 
or circumstances of any member who has applied for relief is such that he will require 
assistance more than one year, or during his natural life, it shall be their duty to report 
to the Society, for its concurrence, a specific sum, which, in their opinion, ought to be 
granted as a yearly pension to such member; which pension, if concurred in by the 
Society, shall be paid by them in the same manner and at the same periods that other 
pensions are paid. 

They shall register in a book, to be kept for that purpose, the names of the pen- 
sioners and the names and ages of their children, and shall pay at stated periods their 
pensions as herein provided. 

§ 3. The widow, orphan, or orphans of any member, being in indigent circumstances, 
shall be entitled to receive assistance agreeably to the following regulations : 

1. All widows on the pension list shall be allowed fifty-two dollars per annum, so 
long as, in the judgment of the committee, or of the Society, their circumstances are such 
as to require the aid of the Society. . 

2. All widows, being pensioners, and having children under the age of fourteen years, 
shall be allowed the sum of twenty dollars per annum for each child; which allowance 
may be continued, if deemed necessary by the committee, although the widow may have 
again married. 

3. When a child, whose mother is on the pension list, shall arrive at the age of 
fourteen years, the pension of the widow for such child shall cease. 

4. Every child having no parents living, and who shall be entered on the pension 
list, shall be allowed the sum of forty dollars per annum, until it shall arrive at the age 
of fourteen years; the said money to be paid to the guardian of the child, or such other 
person as the committee shall approve. 

5. No arrearages of pensions shall be paid for a longer period than one year. 

§ 4. The Committee on Pensions shall investigate and report thereon, at least once 
in each year, into the circumstances of the several pensioners of the Society, in order 
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that they may obtain a knowledge whether they are proper objects of its bounty, and 
should so continue. 

§ 5. When, during the recess of the Society, applications are made to the committee, 
by pensioners or others, either for relief or for funeral expenses of a deceased brother, his 
widow, or orphan children under fourteen years of age; or when such applications have 
been referred to them, it shall be their duty to make careful investigation of the circum- 
stances of the person or persons by whom, or in whose behalf the applications have been 
made; and if it shall appear that the applicants are entitled to relief, and the circumstances 
are such as will not admit of the delay necessary to make a formal report thereof to the 
Society, then it shall be lawful for them to make a donation of relief of a sum not to exceed 
twenty dollars in any month for each case, or toward funeral expenses of a sum not to 
exceed one hundred dollars in each case. And it shall be their further duty to report to 
the Society, at its next meeting thereafter, the amount of every such donation, with the 
names and circumstances of the several persons to whom and in whose behalf they were 
made. 

§ 6. The office for the quarterly payment of the pensioners of the Society shall be in 
some appropriate room in Mechanics’ Hall. 

§ 7. The committee shall report, at the annual meeting, to the Society the names of 
all persons relieved, and the amount paid to each, which report shall be read in detail 
whenever so made to the Society. 

§ 8. The committee will transmit to the Treasurer of the Society for payment all bills 
incurred by them, duly audited and certified to by their Chairman and Secretary. 


ARTICLE X.—The School Committee. i) 


§ 1. It shall be the duty of the School Committee to take charge of, and to superin- 
tend the interests of the school; to judge the qualifications of, and to employ and dis- 
charge teachers or other persons therein engaged; to make rules and regulations for the 
admission of scholars and the government of the school, and to cause the school to be 
visited at each session by one or more members of the committee. 

§ 2. Members of the Society, minor children of members, or of deceased members, 
apprentices, journeymen mechanics, artisans, females employed at any legitimate business, 
and unemployed persons under sixteen years of age, shall be entitled to the gratuitous 
privileges of the school, under such rules and regulations as may be established by the 
committee, and approved by the Society. 

§ 3. All bills for expenditures incurred by the committee shall be duly audited and 
certified to by the Chairman and Secretary, and transmitted to the Treasurer of the 
Society for payment. 

ARTICLE XI.—The Library Committee. 

§ 1. It shall be the duty of the Library Committee to take charge of, and to superin- 

tend, the Apprentices’ and De Milt Libraries and the Reading Rooms, and to establish 


rules and regulations for the government thereof; to employ and discharge the Librarian 
and other persons therein engaged; to supply the Libraries and Reading Rooms with such 
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publications as may be deemed suitable, also the necessary stationery, printing, and binding 
within the amount of their appropriation, and to visit the Libraries and Reading Rooms 
each day when open, by one or more of its members. 

§ 2. The members of the Society, their wives, and their minor children, the widows 
and minor children of deceased members, persons under twenty-one years of age employed 
as apprentices, journeymen mechanics, artisans, teachers employed in the schools of the 
Society, males under sixteen years of age employed at any legitimate business, and all 
females likewise so employed, shall be entitled to the free privileges of the Library and 
Reading Rooms, under such rules and regulations as may be established by the committee 
and approved by the Society. 

§ 3. The committee will transmit to the Treasurer of the Society, for payment, all bills 
incurred by it, duly audited and certified to by the Chairman and Secretary. 


ARTICLE XII.—The Literary and Scientific Committee. 


§ x. Such appropriations as may be made to the Committee for Promoting and Dis- 
seminating Literary and Scientific Knowledge, shall be applied by the committee for the 
procuring of suitable persons to deliver lectures or readings, or for imparting knowledge by 
such other modes as the committee shall judge most suitable to promote the objects of the 
Society in the moral and intellectual improvement of its members and their families. 

§ 2. All bills incurred by the committee shall be duly audited, and transmitted to the 
Treasurer of the Society for payment, certified to by the Chairman and Secretary. 


ARTICLE XIII.—Building and Sinking Fund Committee. 


It shall be the duty of the Building and Sinking Fund Committee to receive all 
appropriations, donations, or bequests to the Building and Sinking Fund that may be 
made by the Society, its members, or other persons, securely and promptly investing the 
same in the name and subject to the order of the Society, in such manner and in such 
securities as the Society may direct or approve, stating in detail in their quarterly and 
annual reports the amount of such fund, the manner of its investment, and any receipts or 
disbursements on account thereof since the previous report. 


ARTICLE XIV.—The Library Fund. 


§ x. All donations, devises, and bequests which may be made to the Society for the 
use, maintenance, and extension of the Apprentices’ Library and Reading Rooms (unless 
otherwise directed by the parties making them), together with such sum or sums of money, 
or such property as the Society may from time to time designate for that purpose, shall 
constitute a separate and permanent fund for the said purposes, to be called the “ Library 
Fund”; and the interest or income thereof, alone, shall be applied for the use, maintenance, 
and extension of the said Library and Reading Rooms, and in such manner as may from 
time to time be directed by a vote of the Society. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of said fund, and from time 
to time, as he may be directed by a vote of the Society, invest the same, and all contribu- 
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tions and appropriations therefor, in good and sufficient security. And the interest and 
income arising therefrom shall be drawn annually by him, and appropriated and applied 
for the use, maintenance, and extension of the before-named Library and Reading Rooms, in 
such manner as may from to time be directed by a vote of the Society. And it is 
hereby-made his duty to lay before the Society, at the annual meeting (or oftener, if so re- 
quired to do by a vote of the Society), a separate and exact report of the condition of said 
fund, setting forth, in a particular manner, the amount thereof, the income arising there- 
from, and the nature of the securities in which the same may be invested. 


ARTICLE XV.— Transfer of Real or Personal Estate. 


Whenever a resolution to sell, mortgage, or lease any real estate belonging to the 
Society, or to sell or transfer any of its personal property (exceeding in value the sum of 
five thousand dollars), shall be regularly brought before the Society, it shall lie on the 
table until the next regular meeting, or a special meeting, should such be called; and it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary, at least three days previous to said meeting, to send to 
each member, whose place of residence he can ascertain, a written or printed notice that 
such resolution has been moved. 


ARTICLE XVI.— Removal of Officers and Members of Committees. 


Any officer of the Society, or member of any committee, who willfully or persistently 
neglects to perform or discharge the duties appertaining to his position, or, while acting as 
such officer or member of committee, shall be guilty of conduct disgraceful or unbecoming 
to his position, or disreputable to his associates or the Society, may be removed as such 
officer or member of committee by a three-fourths vote of the members present at any 
regular meeting of the Society, provided charges duly specifying the offense alleged 
against the officer or member of committee shall be preferred in writing by one or more 
members of the Society, at a regular meeting thereof, a copy of which charges shall be 
served upon the officer or member of committee so charged, at least twelve days previous 
to the Society taking any action thereon providing for his removal, and which shall be 
done only after an opportunity for defense has been afforded the officer or member of 
committee so charged. 


ARTICLE XVII.—Admission and Initiation. 


§ 1. The art or trade of every person proposed as a member of this Society shall be 
entered by the Secretary on the minutes of the meeting at which such proposition is 
made; all propositions for membership shall be made at a regular meeting, and balloted 
for at the next regular meeting; and the Society shall in no case proceed to ballot for 
such person as a member unless four brothers shall have previously vouched for his 
‘character at the time of his being proposed, as it relates to industry, honesty, and sobriety ; 
and also for his being a mechanic or tradesman, and a citizen of the United States. The 
votes of two-thirds of the members present at any meeting of the Society shall be necessary 
for his admission. 
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§ 2. Every person elected a member of this Society shall, within three regular meet- 
ings thereafter, apply for the purpose of being initiated; and in case any person so elected 
shall neglect to apply within the time aforesaid, his election shall, by such neglect, become 
void. 

§ 3. Every person admitted a member of this Society shall pay to the Treasurer, 
upon his initiation, the sum of fifty dollars, and affix his signature to the General Register 
of the Society. 

§ 4. All persons who are in waiting for the purpose of being initiated shall be intro- 
duced to the Society by two brothers, previously appointed by the President or presiding 
officer as masters of ceremonies for that evening. The masters of ceremonies will announce 
their approach at the door of the hall by three distinct raps, which shall be answered by 
the President with two strokes of his gavel; the brothers will thereupon rise, while the 
masters of ceremonies present the member or members elect to the presiding officer for 
initiation, who will then address them as follows: 


“ FELLOW CITIZENS: 


“¢ In accordance with our charter you have been elected a member of this incorpora- 
tion, the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York. This is 
the result of the testimonial which we have received of your character. Let sobriety, 
industry, and integrity continue to be the ornaments of your name. 

“To relieve the unfortunate, the widow, and the orphan, was the primary and com- 
mendable object of the founders of this association. Its usefulness has since been extended 
by the establishment of a library and reading-rooms, with a school for the instruction and 
improvement of the apprentices and others of our city. 

“Ttis expected that you will lend your aid to these laudable purposes, and promote, 
with your brethren, the honor and welfare of the institution. 

“We welcome you as a brother! A delightful union, where the bond of friendship is 
benevolence. 

“You will now inscribe your name on the General Register of the Society, in whose 
behalf I tender you the right hand of fellowship.” 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


These by-laws, or any part thereof, may be suspended at any regular meeting of the 
Society by the unanimous consent of the members present, but such suspension shall not 
continue in force beyond the commencement of the next regular meeting; they may also 
be altered, amended, or repealed at any regular meeting of the Society, provided that two- 
thirds of the members present vote in favor thereof, and provided also that such proposed 
alterations, amendments, or repeal have been duly proposed in writing at a previous regu- 
lar meeting, and have had three readings before the Society, the second and third readings 
of which shall be at different meetings. 

All previous by-laws of the Society are hereby repealed. 
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Order of Business and Rules of Order to be observed at the meetings of the Society. 


1. The President shall take the chair at the appointed time, and call the meeting to 
order, and, a quorum being present, the business shall proceed in the following order: 


. Reading the minutes. 

Reading of communications to the Society. 
. Balloting for members. 

. Proposition of candidates. 

Reports from the Treasurer. 

Reports from the Secretary. 

Reports from Standing Committees. 
Reports from Special Committees. 
Initiation of members. 

Unfinished business. 

. Motions for the benefit of the Society. 
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2. Every member wishing to speak shall rise from his seat and address himself to the 
President. 

3. When two or more members rise at once, the President shall name the member 
who is entitled to the floor. 

4. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question, if objected to, 
unless he shall have obtained permission from the Society. 

5. No motion shall be debated or put unless the same be seconded. When a motion 
in seconded it shall be stated by the President before debate, and every such motion shall 
be reduced to writing, if the President or any member desire it. 

6. All reports from committees shall be in writing, and signed by the Chairman and 
Secretary thereof, but nothing herein shall prevent a minority of a committee from pre- 
senting a report, which may be read and considered after the majority report has been 
read. 

7. After a motion is stated by the President, it shall be in possession of the Society ; 
but may be withdrawn, by consent of the Society, at any time before decision or amend- 
ment. 

8. When a question is under debate no motion shall be received but to adjourn, to 
lie on the table, the previous question, to postpone, to commit, or to amend; which 
several motions shall have precedence in the order here specified. The motion for adjourn- 
ment shall always be in order, and decided without debate. 

g. The previous question shall be in this form: Shall the main question be now put ? 
It shall be admitted only when demanded by five or more of the members present, and its 
effect shall be to put an end to all debate, and bring the Society to a direct vote upon 
amendments reported by a committee, if any, upon pending amendments, and then upon 
the main question. 

10. Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the Society, shall be presented 
by the President, or by any member. 
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11. While the President is putting a question no member shall walk out of, or across, 
the room; nor when a member is speaking shall any one entertain private discourse, or 
pass between him and the Chair. 

12. In filling up blanks, the largest sum and the longest time shall be first put. 


APPEND UX: 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT JOHN P. MOORE. 
JANUARY 12TH, 1847. 


BroTHERs: I feel at a loss for words adequate to the expression of my feelings to you 
for the many favors I have received and the renewed manifestation of your confidence in 
me, but sincerely do I thank you. 

In contemplating the history of our Society, its rise and progress, we have cause to 
be proud of the elevated position to which it has attained. It should be our endeavor 
to preserve its present, and, as far as practicable, promote its future usefulness. 


“To us much as has been given, 
Of us much will be required.” 


I would, therefore, respectfully call your attention to our present large indebtedness. 
By the Treasurer’s last quarterly report our debt amounts to $26,500; the interest on this 
sum is $1,590, which, in any event, must be provided for. A part of this debt was 
incurred during the past year for the purchase of the property on Broadway, to afford us 
an entrance from that street to our lecture-room and school. We have also altered, 
enlarged, and added to our rooms, and now we have ample accommodation for all our 
present wants. At our last anniversary it was truly remarked that we have many and 
important interests confided to our care; to relieve the necessities of our unfortunate 
brothers, the widow, and the orphan, is our primary duty; the next in importance is our 
duty to our school and library. 

Brothers, I would wish now to see our funds so managed that a part of our income 
might be applied annually either toward a sinking fund, or in part payment of our debt, 
that we may hereafter be the better enabled to add to the comforts of our poor, to raise the 
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standard of learning in our school, affording the advantage of a thorough education, at a 
cheaper rate to the children of members, and to the increase of our library and the 
extension of its sphere of usefulness. 

I have deemed it my duty at this time to call your attention to our condition, in 
order that your wisdom may be directed as to the best method by which our debt may be 
liquidated. 

It also appears to me to be necessary that a change should be made in the time: at 
which our annual reports from committees are received; say in the month of January, 
instead of February; that they then be referred to the Committee on Finance, or to a 
special committee to examine and report the state of our funds, and what amount, in their 
opinion (with a view to a wise economy in our expenditures and the payment of our 
debt), should be appropriated for the uses of the year. 

I offer these suggestions for your consideration, indulging the hope that the various 
trusts confided to us may be transmitted to our successors in an improved condition, or at 
least unimpaired. . 

Brothers, I shall endeavor to discharge my duties to meet the approbation of my 
conscience and your approval. Should I, at any time, fail to meet your just expectations, 
I assure you it will be through an error of judgment, and not of intention. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT EARLE. 


By 
DELIVERED FEBRUARY 4TH, 1857. 


With your permission I will now call your attention to the present state of our 
association, and also take the liberty of offering a few suggestions, which, if adopted, will, 
in my opinion, be beneficial to our interests, and enable us to enlarge our sphere of 
usefulness. 

From the annual reports of our committees we cannot but congratulate ourselves that 
our Society, in a financial point of view, is all that any of us could have hoped for. Our 
property has enhanced in value until we find ourselves in the possession of a capital of at 
least $250,000,—a large sum,—the income from which, if properly managed, may be 
productive of much good. 

And while the amount of our capital has increased, the number of inhabitants of the 
city has also largely increased; so that to-day we are situated in the midst of a community 
of nearly three-quarters of a million of people, of which the working-classes form a large 
majority. 

It is true that the number of our members has not increased in proportion to the 
increase of the number of mechanics around us, and certainly not to the extent that we 
had reason to expect, in view of the benefits to be derived from membership with us. 
This subject, I hope, will receive your attention, and such consideration as you may think 
its importance demands. Allow me also to state, that although our increase has been 
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small, yet we register a long list of names, good men in the community, whose reputation 
for ability and energy is such as, if called into action, would enable this Society to take a 
high stand, and extend its usefulness to a degree more commensurate with its means and 
the wants of the mechanic interests. 

Some of our brothers have, indeed, bestowed much time and labor, and shown much 
interest and ability, in furthering the objects of our Society, and they deserve our thanks 
as well as the thanks of the community; it would be well if the same spirit that actuates 
them could be generally diffused among us. 

The Society, through the Committee on Pensions, continue in their good work: the 
calls made by the unfortunate, in their affliction, are never made in vain, and the committee 
stand ready to hear and respond, knowing that the Society have the ability and the will 
fully to carry out, in a liberal spirit, this important feature of our association. 

From the report of our School Committee it will be seen that, from combined causes, 
the number of pupils in our school, and of course the amount of receipts for tuition, has 
considerably diminished; and the committee lay this important matter before the Society 
for its serious consideration. For many years we have pointed to this school with peculiar 
satisfaction, as one of the means by which we have done good. There the children of the 
rich and the poor meet together and upon equal terms—the child of the poor or deceased 
brother takes his place in the same class, with the same privileges, and contends for the 
same premiums as the child of the most favored among us; not as a charity scholar, but 
with uplifted head, in the enjoyment of his rights, as the child of a brother in the Mechan- 
ics’ Society —a beautiful feature in the management of our school, admired by all. Many 
a one has there received an excellent education, which is now carrying him with honor and 
profit through the world. 

I would also advert to the fact that a large number of members of the Society, 
myself among the number, have been enabled to educate our children in this school on 
very favorable terms. An excellent education is there secured for them ; with the com- 
fortable reflection to us, that although reverses may overtake us, yet the school is still 
there, and our children can enjoy all its benefits. I know that you will give this subject 
your careful attention, and cannot but hope that you will be able to adopt such measures 
as will place the school in a satisfactory position. 

It is certainly very desirable that the school should pay its way — by this I mean that 
its receipts for tuition should pay all its expenditures. If it does this, it is of great benefit 
to us—it educates our children, helps us to carry out the objects of our association, and 
gives us a position in the community that we could not have without it. If it does cost 
us something—that is, if the receipts do not equal the expenditures—it is only in the 
same position as the other departments of our Society. All will be right if we can only 
realize that we are fulfilling our mission. Let us endeavor to make it emphatically a 
school for the children of mechanics, and of so high an order that it will commend itself 
to the whole community. 

It has been’said, that since the Free Academy has been in operation, it has had an 
effect unfavorable to our school. It is required of those asking admission to that institu- 
tion that they should have been pupils in a ward school for at least one year previous to 
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making that application. Now, it seems to me that that part of the law should apply to 
our school, so far as our gratuitous scholars are concerned. And if it does not already, 
that an application to the Legislature would, without doubt, procure such an enactment 
as would place those scholars upon an equal footing with those taught in the ward schools. 
Besides, the Society has two scholarships in Columbia College, and four in the New-York 
University ; and I have no doubt that we can procure scholarships enough in those two 
institutions to enable us to hold out as great inducements to our boys as the ward schools 
possibly can to theirs. Let it be known that a boy in our school, by good conduct and 
application to his studies, can insure himself an education in Columbia College or the 
New-York University, and it will be seen that the Mechanics’ Society’s school in that 
respect will stand in a better position than even the ward schools. 

But you must let it be known far and wide. Everybody knows the relation of the 
ward schools to the Free Academy ; let everybody know all the advantages to be derived 
from a connection with our school. A second-rate school will not sustain itself. If our 
school is not of the very highest order, let us make it so, Let us have the very best 
teachers that the country affords—we will be compelled to pay the price—but it seems to 
me that we can safely do so, if we can obtain those whose character and reputation will 
guarantee success. . 

The Apprentices’ Library, with its reading-room, is in good order and successful 
operation ; it is very desirable, however, that the number of its readers should be increased, 
for we all know that its benefits are participated in by a very small proportion of those for 
whom it was intended. The influence of that library should be felt in every workshop in 
this city. And here allow me to call your attention to a class of operatives for whom no 
provision of this kind has ever been made—I allude to the large nurhber of females 
engaged in the various employments connected with the mechanic and manufacturing 
interests of our city. We can, at very little expense, provide the means of intellectual 
improvement to them, and it is very desirable that we should do so. I am satisfied that it 
is clearly within the legitimate objects of our association, and do not hesitate to recom- 
mend that our library be at once thrown open to female operatives, upon the same 
conditions as it now is to apprentices. I hold in my hand the Report of the Apprentices’ 
Library Company of Philadelphia, for the year ending March 13th, 1855. I suppose that 
there was one published since, but I have not seen it. Both boys and girls have access 
to that library, and the report states that the number of volumes is about 15,700. 


Of books loaned during the year, to 1,750 boys, : 21,942 
Ae ee us 1,791 girls, : : : : 24,163 
Total, 46,105 volumes to 3,541 readers. 


The report also says: ‘ Especially is it gratifying to us to inform the Company, and 
the friends of the library everywhere, that the girls’ department continues fully to realize 
the most sanguine anticipations of its founders ; the number of this interesting class of our 
readers continues to increase, while their deportment gives unmistakable evidence of the 
value they place upon their privileges.” It appears to me that any argument that can be 
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advanced in favor of providing the means of intellectual improvement to boys applies with 
equal force in favor of the same provision for girls. I ask you to refer this matter to the 
appropriate committee. 

The Demilt Library, bequeathed to us by Brother Demilt, and enlarged and 
improved by the bequests of his two sisters, has not yet been as productive as the 
benevolent donors anticipated. Knowing the liberality of our deceased brother, we 
hazard nothing in saying that if he had known the effect of the proviso, “that it 
should forever be a pay library,” that clause would never have been inserted in his will. 
The Society, through the Library Committee, has used its endeavors to make this library 
available, but those endeavors have thus far proved unsuccessful. The catalogue of 
books which it now presents is a very valuable one. It is true that there is very little of 
light literature on its shelves, and therefore might not be very attractive to many readers ; 
but to the mechanic, to the student, to the searcher after knowledge, it cannot but be 
highly prized. This department of our library should be better known, and I am 
satisfied that there are numbers in our city who would hail with joy the information 
that such a library exists, and that they can have access to it. 

Our Literary and Scientific Committee continues to furnish the annual course of 
popular lectures; and, so far as I have been able to ascertain, they have proved 
instructive and entertaining to those who have been able to listen to them. I would, 
however, ask whether -an improvement would not result from opening a correspondence 
much earlier in the year than has been customary, say as early as the month of April, 
with men of talent, in order that lectures may be procured upon such subjects as the 
committee might deem most profitable to us, and most in accordance with the objects of 
our institution. A course of lectures in each year, on subjects connected with science and 
the mechanic arts, for the benefit of the readers of the library and the larger scholars of 
the school, would certainly prove beneficial. 

Some of the members of the Society have suggested the propriety of our establishing 
classes for the instruction of apprentices, journeymen, and others, in those branches of 
science best adapted to enable them to rise in the several occupations toward which they 
have chosen to direct their energies and attention. I fully concur with those brothers 
that this is a subject well worthy the attention of the Society. It is within our appro- 
priate sphere, and its object is to instruct the mind and elevate the character of the 
working-man. We might have classes in Natural Philosophy, Mathematics, Drawing 
(particularly Architectural and Mechanical Drawing), Chemistry, Surveying, the first 
principles of Book-keeping, and perhaps some others. I am satisfied that if this subject 
is taken hold of with energy we will be fully repaid for all the time, labor, and money 
it will cost, in the benefits that will be enjoyed by those who participate; and that it 
will prove a source of great satisfaction to the whole Society, and of advantage to the 
community. 

In connection with these classes, the Demilt Library may be brought into requisition. 
Many of the books already there would be very valuable to the members of those classes, 
and render them much assistance in the prosecution of their studies ; and such other works 
can, from time to time, be added as would be desirable for those classes. And in this 
way that library would be made a valuable auxiliary to the Society’s operations. 
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We should use means to make our institution better known. It is almost lost and 
forgotten in this great city. We should publish ourselves more; let every mechanic’s 
shop, every manufactory, and every warehouse, through the medium of circulars, etc., 
know that there is a Society, with its school, its library, and its lectures, accessible to 
almost every one; that its objects are to inform the mind and elevate the characters of the 
working-classes, and that it has the ability to carry out its objects. I would make this 
Society the grand rallying-point for the workers of the community. I would have every 
working-man feel that he has an interest here; and, in order to carry out this idea, I 
would suggest that a committee be appointed to prepare and publish a pamphlet, 
setting forth our position, our objects, and the advantages to be derived from membership 
with us. 

A committee have now in charge the selection of a new location for a hall. They 
have presented several lots to the Society for its consideration; and at the last meeting 
the Society requested the committee to ascertain whether the lot on Broadway, adjoining 
this property, can be obtained, and if so, at what price. J suppose we will all agree that 
this Society should build a hall, such as the mechanics of the city can point to with 
pleasure,— a substantial building, correct in its architectural proportions, well suited to the 
uses to which it is dedicated, and worthy of the General Society of Mechanics and Trades- 
men of the City of New-York. But where shall it be located ? That is a question which, 
it appears to me, will require all the wisdom we possess to answer satisfactorily. Where 
is the best spot for us to locate, in order to carry out the objects of the association? The 
most central, the most accessible, and the most convenient for those for whom it is 
designed. We should also have an eye toa profitable investment, if we purchase lots ; 
but that should be only a secondary consideration. Our first and highest'aim should be 
to benefit our Society now—the working-classes now. Some of our brothers think we 
should go to the upper part of the city, so fast being built up for residences, that it will 
soon be, and in fact already is, difficult to obtain six or eight lots together in any desirable 
location, and that the rise in the value of property will certainly make it a profitable 
investment. Others think that, for the present, Fourteenth street is the utmost limit we 
should think of; while others again are of the opinion that the very heart of the city, as 
well as the very center of workshops, manufactories, and the residences of mechanics, is in 
Broadway, between Canal and Bleecker streets; in other words, that our present location 
is the very best we can have. They think that no other can unite all the advantages of 
this, especially when we take into consideration the various departments of our Society. 
Now, in view of these differences of opinion, it appears to me that we should decide, first 
of all, for what purposes we want a building; what accommodations does the School 
Committee require; the Library Committee; the Literary and Scientific Committee, and 
what other rooms are needed; and then procure plans, to enable us to ascertain whether 
such a building can be erected here ; and, if it is thought desirable to remove from here, 
what should be the shape and size of such a lot as we require. Something, also, should be 
inquired about the cost of such building in this and other locations ; whether it is desirable 
to purchase a corner lot, at the larger price, and also how much more it would cost to 
erect a building on a corner than in the block; and also any other information that may 
be necessary for us, in order that we may act judiciously in the matter. If you think well 
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of this suggestion, I trust that you will refer it to the committee already appointed, or to 
some other, in order that we may have all the light possible before we take any action 
upon the subject. 

There is an error into which we, as a Society, are very likely to fall. It arises from 
the circumstances in which we have all been placed—an old habit that fits us very closely 
—we have been compelled to put it on and wear it all our business lives. I allude to the 
ever-recurring questions, Will our outlays bring a good return in interest ?—Will they bring 
a profitable return in dollars and cents? In business we work for an object —it is to 
maintain ourselves and make money. In our Society we also have an object in view, 
which is to do good, and for that we work. Our motto must not be, “Our constant care 
is to increase our store.” I grant it that in making an investment we should be careful 
that our capital is not diminished, and that we should have an eye to the investment being 
a profitable one. All our outlays should be judicious, and made with the utmost care, 
that the property intrusted to us is strictly guarded from waste, and that it is made to 
yield as much as possible; but I do not think it well that this Society should add any of 
its income to its capital. No, I would be careful to keep the capital safe and entire, but 
would, with all care, prudence, and good management, spend the income, every dollar of 
it, for the benefit of our Society and the advancement of its legitimate objects. And 
looking at the amount of our capital, at the ability and energy our members possess, at 
the wants of the community all around us,— yes, looking from every point of view at the 
position in which Providence has placed us,—I feel warranted in saying, and am sure that 
you will agree with me when I do say, the mission of the General Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen is to all the working-classes; and that it is our duty and our privilege, if 
we will only embrace it, to extend the means to benefit and bless every individual of the 
industrial, working portion of the community around us. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT IRA HUTCHINSON. 
DELIVERED FEBRUARY 3D, 1858. 


Following the example of my respected predecessors, and in accordance with a sense 
of obligation, I shall attempt to express my views in relation to our duties as members of an 
educational and benevolent institution ; and present also for your consideration such sug- 
gestions as I deem most essential for the maintenance, perfection, and perpetuation of the 
great principles which form the basis and objects of this Association—that of aiding 
and protecting the mechanic, rendering assistance to his widow and orphans, educating 
the children of members (freely, when the necessity requires), and promoting and diffusing 
literary and scientific knowledge among the industrial classes, especially among the 
apprentices of mechanics in the city of New-York. 

Concerning the details of these praiseworthy objects but little need be said, as you 
are all familiar with their operations, and know well the great good already accom- 
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plished through the influence and perseverance of this Society. But I feel it incumbent 
upon me to call your attention, particularly, to the great importance of adopting some plan 
that will give to the apprentice a more thorough mechanical knowledge in connection with 
art and science, with special reference to the elevation of the industrial classes to a position 
higher in the estimation of mankind. 

The rising generation require our united efforts in behalf of their morals and in behalf 
of their industrial qualifications; for they are soon to take our places in all the relations 
of life, and upon their education and development depends the future of this noble 
institution, and upon them will depend the future of this glorious country. 

The progress of philanthropy in our city, in the formation of benevolent and literary 
associations, and the great munificence of one of our members, in the erection and dedica- 
tion of the splendid edifice known as the Cooper Institute, to art and science, together with 
the large increase in libraries and reading-rooms (far surpassing our own), on plans exten- 
sive and truly magnificent, and the establishment of public free schools in our midst, are, 
altogether, comprising enterprise and efforts which render our feeble enterprises compara- 
tively insignificant and ineffectual ! 

To maintain our acquired high position and influence against such powerful combina- 
tions, efforts, and liberalities, it will require all our energies, ingenuity, talents, and means: 
especially if we desire still to bear the palm that has so long crowned the success of 
this Society. 

There is no disguising the fact that others have entered the field in which this Society 
has so long labored with honor and praise, and that they are working it on a more’ 
extensive and gigantic scale. 

This, however, should not intimidate us, nor retard our core although it may seem 
to conflict with the plans which have afforded this Association so much satisfaction —and 
plans, too, which have proved so effectual in the earlier period of this Society. 

Nor is it a cause for our regrets that the people of this city and State have com- 
menced the great work of education and the emancipation of ignorance from the minds 
of the poorer classes of its inhabitants. 

It seems to me that it would not be considered too great an assumption, on the part 
of this Society, to claim much credit for the large additional force (in the cause of beney- 
olence and education) for its early and commendable example in these beneficial causes — 
causes that not only concern our city and our State, but our whole country. 

In view of our inactive condition, and the decrease in the addition of members, the 
decrease in the number of readers to our libraries, the decrease of pupils in our school, and 
the increase of expenses attending the various departments of the Society, and the increase 
of other philanthropic associations in the city (many of which are under the fostering care 
of the State), it seems to me that there has been no time in the history of this Society that 
has required more sagacity, more wisdom, and more determination on the part of its 
members, than the present period. 

In directing our course wisely at this important juncture, in the affairs of the Society, it 
will not only save it from insignificance and final extinction, but it will be the means of ele- 
vating it to a position first among the benevolent and educational institutions of the world. 
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Through the advantages of steam and electricity New-York has become the heart of 
the nation. Consequently, whatever is pulsated in this city is reverberated throughout the 
length and breadth of our country. 

And should she begin the great work of uniting science with labor, through which the 
industrial classes might be elevated and honored, New-York will become the heart of the 
world. 

Is it not important, then, that we should lay the foundation of an institution to be 
devoted to art and science in connection with all the industrial pursuits of this advanced 
age of civilization? as upon the education and the elevation of the laborer devolves the 
continuation of this republic, and upon the continuation of this republic may depend the 
freedom of all mankind! 

There are unmistakable signs in the political horizon of this country, of a sad depart- 
ure from the principles laid down by our forefathers. Washington’s test for governmental, 
State, and municipal officials was—is he capable, is he honest? But nowadays we hear 
the questions asked: What will he give for the office, or will he divide the spoils? or, 
which is the same thing, Will he favor this or the other monopoly, or favor the movement 
of some despotic design to crush the honest laborer ? 

Thus, honesty, integrity, and justice, it seems, no longer deserve merit in politics, nor, 
I regret to say, in ordinary transactions of this enlightened age; consequently, confidence 
among men is destroyed, and our country is rapidly plunging into monopolies, aristocracies, 
frauds, bribery, and malfeasance in office. Such is the condition and such the tendency of 
this country, that the distance from where we now stand to despotism is much shorter 
than we would care to have measured out to us, as it might point to the short period in 
which the apprentice boys, who now frequent our libraries, will be called upon to fight 
over again the battles of freedom in America. 

The thought that this nation is rapidly tending toward a monarchy, in less than a 
century of its existence, is to me a sad contemplation. This tendency is the result of 
speculation, or artificial means resorted to in order to acquire what is considered an 
honorable position in society —that is, a closer proximity to the aristocrat. To show the 
extent and magnitude of the speculative condition and tendency of the people of this 
country, I extract from a circular issued by a respectable commercial agency in this city 
the following : 

“We beg your reference to the following table, giving such particulars as may be of 
some interest. It has been gotten up in great haste, necessarily, but we have avoided no 
pains or expense to make it accurate. In the large cities we have, in three-fourths of the 
cases, the statements of the parties themselves. In some recent cases of failure no exhibits 
have as yet been prepared. In all instances where these statements were not to be had, 
we have put a careful estimate upon each case, our own records furnishing us data by which 
we could more nearly approximate it than by any other method. 

““We have not included such houses as suspended for a short time, and resumed 
payment; nor such as, during the panic, had partial or even general extension, where it 
has been upon sor¢ time; nor have we included the losses by the failures of banks or 
railroads, : 
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“ These returns omit California, our arrangements for that State not yet being as 
perfect as elsewhere. 

“Tt will be seen that the number of firms in the United States (California excepted), 
by our records—and they embrace all but a class of small retailers in the larger cities—is 
204,061; or, estimating the population at 25,000,000, that there is a store to every 123 of 
our inhabitants, or to every 25 families. 

“There has been lost by 337 swindling and absconding debtors, $5,222,500, and by 
512 firms which will pay nothing, their losses and confidential debts absorbing everything, 
$20,309,000. There are 3,839 concerns owing $197,080,500, and they are such cases as 
usually average 40 to 50 cents; and there are 435 houses owing $77,189,000, which will 
pay in full if the times ahead prove to be ordinarily prosperous. 

“ The total amount of the liabilities of the 5,123 failures is put down at $299,801,000.” 

These statistics require no comments. Figures tell their own stories and the true 
results, and in this case they show most conclusively the tendency of the American people. 
Speculators lay the foundation for monopolies, and monopolies thrive best under mon- 
archies. And out of speculations, monopolies, and monarchies, have grown the system of 
aristocracies, which has plunged the nations of the past into crime and degradation. And 
it is the condition of nearly all nations on the face of the globe but our own,“and this 
country is almost within the grasp of a despotic power. j 

The question whether this country shall continue to be governed by the principles of 
republicanism, or pass into the hands of oligarchies and despots, will sooner or later be 
contested in this country, and it is being agitated even now. The accumulation of gold in 
the hands of the few, and land monopolies and the slavery question, is virtually the hideous 
form of despotism. ti 

The power of gold and the slavery question constituted the elements which caused the 
downfall of Greece and Rome; and the same elements and causes will determine the ultimate 
of these United States, and, upon the turn which these questions take, will lead either to 
the attainment of pure democratic principles or the final overthrow of this republic. 

With your indulgence, I will glance still further at the condition and tendency of our 
country at large, that we may the more accurately determine what are our duties, as con- 
tributors and sustainers, to the principles which constituted the basis of the American 
Government. 

As a nation, we are passing through a commercial and financial crisis unprecedented 
in its magnitude and most destructive in its consequences. ‘The banker, the merchant, 
the broker, and the speculator, have been swept off the stage of action, and now lie 
buried beneath promises unfulfilled and obligations undischarged. 

The mechanic, the manufacturer, and the agriculturist, being closely associated with 
these classes, and by them by far too much controlled, have been obliged to submit to 
losses, and in many cases ruin. Consequently, the laborer has been thrown out of 
employment, and his family reduced to hunger, cold, and beggary. The poor orphan 
girl has been thrown upon the cold charities and selfishness of society, and perchance 
driven to despair and suicide, by viewing on the one hand starvation, and on the other 
disgrace and degradation. 
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Thus, our streets are filled with the unemployed, begging for work and bread; and 
our city is infested with organized banditti, for plunder and rapine; our citizens and 
strangers are unsafe in their property, and their lives, by day and by night, are in 
jeopardy. 

This is the sad picture and the sad condition of society in which we dwell. And, too, 
at a time when knowledge is more universally diffused ; and at a time when the light of 
science shines more brilliantly upon our paths than it ever before shone upon any period 
in the history of the world! And, too, in a country that abounds in natural resources and 
natural wealth sufficient for all our needs, and a climate favorable to all our wants and com- 
forts. Nature also sends forth her enchanting melodies, and her smiles in fragrant flowers, 
to cheer and invite us to Justice, Fraternity, Harmony, and Love. But, alas for man! 
notwithstanding these privileges and divine blessings, mankind live and dwell in discord, 
enmity, selfishness, and crime. 

And why is it? Is there no cause? Yes,a cause broad, deep, and cankerous! The 
evils of misery and degradation of mankind arise from the simple fact that labor is 
disreputable. ‘The history of the past proclaims, and the experience of the present 
confirms, that to labor and to earn our bread by the sweat of the brow is discreditable—a 
reproach, a disgrace, and a stigma upon every man, woman, or child, according to the 
false standard or aristocratical judgment of the world. 

Hence, the rising generation resort to every device—yes, and every vice—to avoid 
the God-like principle of labor. 

This standard, by which mankind are judged, originated with monarchs, kings, and 
queens,—the despots and usurpers of the rights of man, in the dark ages of the past,— 
and it is a standard that is being perfected and perpetuated by every speculator, 
monopolizer, and aristocrat of every town, city, State, and nation of the world. 

The desire of riches, for aristocratical and selfish purposes, induces the American 
people to embark in all the various forms of speculations which now infest society. Hence 
it is that all the avenues, from the producer to the consumer, are hedged in and blocked 
up with speculators and monopolizers, with an object of extorting something from both, 
whereby they may enrich themselves, and gain power and dominion over the producer ~ 
and tyrannize over the consumer. 

This system is wide-spread and deep-rooted, and constitutes the basis of all despotic 
forms of governments; and it is a system that has destroyed every spark of humanity in 
the Old World, and this system is wide-spreading and deep-rooting in this new republic! 

The result of monopolies in the past have been to deprive the producers of their just 
rights, and the same results must be realized from the same causes in the future—results, 
too, that have never failed to enrich still more the wealthy, and plunge the poor still 
deeper in poverty, and, finally, serfdom and slavery. 

This is the history of the past, in unmistakable language; and, as time rolls on, it will 
prove the history of the future and the ultimate of this nation. 

Since the acquisition and discovery of gold in California, speculations have received 
an impetus never before realized in this country, and its effects upon the morals of the 
American people are prominently manifested. 
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As in all other countries, so in ours. The substitution of gold for labor has ever been, 
and will ever be, demoralizing, degenerating, and degrading in its tendency upon both 
men and nations. 

This is signally proved and unmistakably set forth in all history, both sacred and 
profane. 

The effects of a great abundance of gold in times of peace is to reduce the people to 
idleness and profligacy, and in times of war to bind the nation in bondage and slavery. 

The history of Greece bears abundant testimony of the truthfulness of this assertion. 
The democracy of the Athenians was sustained and promoted just so long as industry was 
esteemed honorable and essential for the preservation of health, strength, and purity of 
mankind, and an indispensable qualification and guarantee of power, strength, and influ- 
ence of a nation. But at last, notwithstanding the warning and eloquence of Demos- 
thenes, and the dignity with which Lycurgus and Solon crowned the laborer, she succumbed 
to the fictitious value attached to gold, through which grew out a system of usury, specu- 
lations, and monopolies which resulted in enslaving her people, from which Athens 
degenerated, and the Athenians fell an easy prey to a despotic power. 

We have seen the effects of gold in other nations nearer our own country, and in our 
own time; and also the degenerating effects of a feudal system of land-monopolies and 
landlords. And England felt it, in the last allied war, in her feeble efforts before Sebas- 
topol. Her efforts in that attempt plainly indicated that aristocrats make feeble soldiers, 
as well as bad examples! 

The effects of a golden harvest and a golden mania is unmistakably manifested in the 
present condition of Spain and Mexico. 

As it has been, and is, with other nations, so will it be with ours ere’ long, unless we 
retrace our steps and restore dignity to labor. . 

It has been shown that the American people are favored beyond measure as to 
climate, natural resources, and natural wealth; and that Nature sends forth her beauties 
to gratify, her harmonies to cheer, and her bounties to supply our needs. Besides, we live 
under a constitution which proclaims that “all men are created equal; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inherent and inalienable rights; that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Thus, as a people, we have every blessing 
that man could ask for, and every inducement to urge us to fraternity, happiness, and 
justice. Instead of which we live in enmity and hatred toward each other in the pursuits 
of life, and end our days in selfishness and in sorrow. 

Why is it thus? Has civilization proved a failure, and the elective franchise of a free 
people inadequate for the distribution of justice? No; the golden power in this country 
is producing the same results as in a monarchy, viz., extreme wealth, extreme poverty, 
extreme slavery, extreme crime, and extreme degradation! Can it be that the golden 
idol, before which nations bow with reverence and men worship and adore, will always 
sway the destinies of men and nations? And will it ever be that this nation will descend 
so low in the scale of justice and humanity as to establish the false standard of aristo- 
cratical judgment—a judgment without truth, without principles, without justice, or 
fraternal feelings ; surrounded with judges, made up of a class who produce nothing but 
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disease—and a disease, too, contagious in its nature, malignant in its character, and most 
destructive in its results ? 

It is a disease that moulds our children into bankers, money changers, brokers, 
speculators, monopolizers, lawyers, and aristocrats—all of which are incompatible with a 
pure democracy. And more, it is converting our most gifted youth into gamblers, thieves, 
and robbers, and making of our most beautiful young women prostitutes and worthless 
outlaws. 

This disease arises from the simple fact that labor is disreputable and aristocracies 
honorable. ‘This disease is taking fast hold of the American people, and, unless checked 
and finally subdued, this republic will ere long be numbered among the despots of the 
world ! 

The only salvation for this republic is in the education and the elevation of the 
laborer. Bring around the young industrial classes the light of science, and a greater 
knowledge of themselves as physical, intellectual, and immortal beings, and their relation 
to nature and to God, and we shall be saved. 

Educate the laborer in science and in art, and their application to industry, and 
develop their higher faculties in accordance with the principles of nature, and man will 
ere long comprehend that true wealth, true greatness, and true goodness does not consist 
in gold, in bonds and mortgages,.bank stocks, and houses—but that it does consist in 
knowledge of eternal principles, of universal justice, virtue, and heaven-born wisdom. Oh, 
that the American people would raise themselves above the corrupting influences of gold 
and selfishness, and take their stand firmly upon the Rock of Ages— Labor, and the prin- 
ciples of Nature and Nature’s God! ‘Then would this nation be a republic indeed, and 
this country would become the garden of the world, and this people an example for all 
mankind. 

The aristocratical standard, by which mankind are judged, consigns to poverty and 
degradation those upon whom we depend for our daily food; and the manufacturer who 
forms the fabrics that cover our bodies, and the mechanic who builds our ships, steam- 
boats, locomotives, and builds our houses, that protect us from the storm; and prints and 
binds our books, and furnishes us with newspapers; and constructs the telescopes, through 
which we gaze and behold the mysteries and wonders of God’s power, goodness, and love. 
Yes, these students of Nature, these imitators of the Eternal Producer, and the appren- 
tices of the All-wise Mechanic—these true worshipers of the Divine Father—are, 
according to the standard of the world, denominated “common,” and unfit to associate 
with the so-called higher classes, even in this boasted land of republicanism. The rights 
of the laborer, and the distribution of justice, are becoming the all-absorbing topics of this 
enlightened age. And they are topics that concern us individually, socially, and politically. 
And upon the decision of these topics depend our highest privileges, and upon them depends 
the freedom of the world. 

This Society has done much toward removing the prejudices and disadvantages 
under which the mechanics of this city have labored. But the great work of redeeming 
the laborer from frowns, and his elevation to a standard commensurate with their just 
rights, have scarcely yet begun. 
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The great increase in the population of this city, and the increasing wants of the 
mechanic, in order to keep pace with the rapid progress in the knowledge of science and 
art, require of us corresponding efforts in ways and means, so that the light of this knowl- 
edge may shine advantageously upon the paths of the apprentice, and manifest itself in 
the true mechanic. 

The rapid advances which are now being made in the perfection of art, and in the 
wonderful discoveries in the use of electricity in connection with the powers of steam, are 
producing great changes in the affairs of men, and must, ultimately, in the affairs of* 
nations. . 

The laborer should be crowned with a knowledge of art and science. ‘his is the 
great work for the coming generation, and a work that angels and God require at our 
hands. Institutions for the education and elevation of the industrial classes, by uniting 
science with the various productive interests of our country, is the field in which we 
should, as a Society, enter with all our energies, talents, and means. It is a field that as 
yet not a plow nor a spade has broken ground in this city. 

There is no class of men, nor any association, so abundantly qualified in means and 
abilities as the Mechanics and Tradesmen’s Society of the City of New-York ; and there is 
no class of men among the inquirers into the principles of nature that the world can look 
to with more assurance for usefulness than to the true mechanic; and to no class among 
the rising generation could our efforts be more advantageously applied than to the 
apprentice in the accomplishment of this great work. 

Shall we go forth, then, and pluck the flower which is already within our reach, or 
shall we remain in our present state of inactivity, and see others grasp it, and bear it 
triumphantly over our heads? ‘There will be a Mechanics’ Polytechnic School estab- 
lished in the city of New-York, and it depends on the immediate action of this Society 
whether it, or some other association, shall receive the honor of laying its foundation. 

A Mechanics’ Polytechnic Institution in the city of New-York would be to the me- 
chanical interest of the United States what West Point Academy is to the American Army. 

When we consider the great diminution of apprentices among the American youth, 
there is evidently a serious cause and a radical error. And it undoubtedly consists in the 
slavish system, now in use, whereby the apprentice is forced to resort, in order to obtain 
some little insight into the various trades and occupations of mechanics of New-York. 

Few there are, I fear, among mechanics who pursue their vocation with much, if any, 
reference to principles. Such instances must be rare, indeed, when the paramount object 
of the American people, in all their pursuits in life, is to wealth, ease, and aristocracies. 
Hence, the mechanic pursues his occupation for pecuniary gains, without reference to 
science or thinking. I apprehend that the true mechanic should study and know more of 
the principles of nature than other class in society or among men. 

The mechanic, therefore, when taking an apprentice, does so with special reference 
to pecuniary gains, forgetting, in his anxious pursuit after riches, that his apprentice is 
entitled to care, and to be educated in the principles of the trade in view. 

I feel justified in asserting that apprentices can never acquire a knowledge of the 
science of mechanics under the present slavish system of learning trades. Besides, it 
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deters the more intelligent portion of the rising generation from attempting it. Conse- 
quently, few, if any, Americans, are now found among the apprentice boys, from the fact 
that parents are unwilling that their children should be bound out to toil and hardship, for 
the little insight they obtain of the principles of mechanics. 

This needs the serious attention of all, especially of the true mechanic, who knows 
the wants and needs of the apprentice, in order to prepare him to enter understandingly 
the great productive pursuits of our country. 

If it be necessary to establish rules and boundaries whereby to test the qualifications 
and attainments of the lawyer, the doctor, and the ecclesiastic, is it not also essential and 
necessary that there should be some standard whereby the public might know of the 
qualifications of the mechanic who builds our ships, steamboats, locomotives, and bridges, 
upon the construction of which frequently depend our lives ? 

There are very many-in the city of New-York and elsewhere who would gladly avail 
themselves of an institution such as already referred to, in order to give their children a 
mechanical education, and a greater proficiency in art and science. 

Is it not a disgrace to New-York that the juvenile delinquent should be better 
provided with educational privileges and better cared for than the honest apprentice ? 

Visit the institution on Blackwell’s Island, erected for the juvenile delinquents of our 
State, and contrast their advantages (except as to the privileges of their liberty) with the 
honest apprentice, and it seems to me that hearts as hard as adamant would quail for the 
negligence and thoughtlessness of the American people in behalf of the young, and in 
reference to rewarding the industrious and the virtuous according to their merits. 

As I walked through that institution for the juvenile delinquents, on the island 
referred to, and inspected its workshops, school-rooms, and play-grounds, I realized 
feelings of sadness and joy indescribable. The thought that our State authorities had 
begun the great work of redemption of the young criminal was to me a source of great 
joy. But the thought that how much better it would be for our State to provide institu- 
tions for the prevention of crime and for the instruction of the rising industrial classes in 
the various industrial pursuits, and in science and in art, than to be at the expense of pro- 
viding for them after having degraded themselves, not only in the eyes of society, but in 
their own estimation, from which doubtless they would never outgrow, was to me a 
source of sad contemplation. Could the children of poor and degraded parents be sent to 
institutions like the one to which reference has been made, before committing crimes, how 
much better it would be for our city and State—for it would be the means of saving 
thousands from becoming thieves and robbers, and thousands from prostitution and 
infamy. 

I refer to the Institution for Juvenile Delinquents as a model institution—not only as 
an institution for the young criminal, but as a model for an institution for the prevention 
of crime. 

It affords me great pleasure to know that some of the members of this Society have 
been prominent in perfecting the plans of that institution, as well as other institutions on 
the islands, and, I believe, still hold prominent positions in the administration of their 
affairs. 
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There is much information to be obtained in passing through the institutions of 
our city on the adjacent islands. Besides, it is a treat rarely met with, for any having 
one drop of human blood in their veins, to know that there is one spot on the face of the 
globe of real humanity. 

Retracing the progress of the past, to the days of Washington and of Franklin, we 
find the germ of this noble institution—The Mechanics and Tradesmen’s Society; a 
society that has watched over and guarded the interest of the mechanic, while engaged in 
building up and beautifying this vast metropolis; a society ever ready to extend a helping 
hand to a brother in times of revulsions and commercial disasters, as in times of prosperity ; 
a society engaged in promoting and disseminating literary and scientific knowledge among 
the industrial classes; a society that has been upheld and sustained by some of New- 
York’s most esteemed and distinguished citizens; a society in the enjoyment of wealth 
and influence that challenges our whole country. Such is our Society! 

The arrangements into the various committees which compose its executive branches, 
and the benefits resulting from those departments, bear ample testimony of the sagacity 
of the founders of the institution, and the wisdom of those members who have been instru- 
mental in the perfection of those plans and the promotion of its objects. 

To relieve the unfortunate, the widow, and the orphan, were the primary objects of 
the founders of this Society. Such is the language, and such are the promises, made to 
every mechanic and tradesman who enters the fraternal bond of this benevolent institution. 
And it must be a proud satisfaction to every member of the Society to know that this 
promise is sacredly kept and faithfully fulfilled to every indigent member while life 
remains in the external form; and when it departs, his last remains are removed by the 
Society (if the necessity requires) to his last place of rest! 

In remembrance of the departed brother, and in consequence of this pledge, the 
widow is kindly and respectfully considered by the Committee on Pensions, and the 
Society, through them, aids her in her wants and cheers her in her misfortunes. The 
orphans also appear, bearing the pledge to the lamented father, and they, too, are aided in 
their temporal wants; and means were provided to give them a free education when there 
were few, if any, opportunities in the city whereby they might cultivate their intellectual 
faculties. 

These were the laudable purposes that brought this great and noble institution into 
being; and the results which have grown out of the harmonious labors of the committee 
having this department in charge is conclusive evidence of its adaptation to the purposes 
for which it was designed. 

This department has proved a blessing to the indigent members, their widows, and 
their orphans, and a well-merited honor to the Society. 

It appears from the annual report of the Pension Committee that there were, during 
the past year, ninety persons who were the recipients of the Society’s pecuniary favors. 

The appropriation to this department, as appears from the Treasurer’s report, was 
$3,400. 

The department represented by the Literary and Scientific Committee has contributed 
much to our pleasure, and, I trust, much to our knowledge. 
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To make this department truly instructing, popular, and beneficial to the Society and 
to the public, much care and attention will be required. Some complaints have been 
made in reference to this department. There are some among us who consider this 
department quite inefficient, considering the amount annually appropriated to defray its 
expenses. I am inclined, however, to be charitable in reference to those who have in 
charge this branch of the Society, knowing that the committees have labored under many 
disadvantages, the most prominent of which is in not having a suitable and commodious 
lecture-room of our own. 

A large and attractive lecture-room is, in my opinion, indispensable for the success 
and efficiency of this useful and interesting department. 

Had the Society a large hall, our lectures could be made very attractive, and the 
Mechanics’ Hall would become as attractive and notorious in usefulness as it is now in 
nonsense. 

If this could be realized, the expenses attending this department might be wholly 
defrayed by the sale of tickets to all non-members. 

This circumstance alone would induce others to join the Society for the privileges of 
the lectures, providing the lectures can be made popular. To accomplish this, no second- 
rate lecturer should ever be employed. Give the public to understand that, whenever the 
Mechanics and Tradesmen’s Society advertise a lecture, it will be a sure guarantee for 
an intellectual entertainment, and we should never fail to dispose of tickets sufficiently to 
defray the expenses attending the lecture. 

Attain this point in our lecturing department, and it will prove one of the most useful 
and interesting of the Society’s efforts. The usual appropriation to this department is five 
hundred dollars per annum. 

The Library department I approach with much personal feeling in behalf of its well- 
being and future success as a library, and its influence on the minds of that class of the 
rising generation whom it was designed to benefit. 

Ten years ago, this very period, I had the honor of being appointed on the committee 
having charge of this department. And I have ever felt a deep interest in its enlargement 
and prominence as a library in our great city. And it is a department which it has been 
truly said I more particularly represent. 

It affords me great pleasure, as a member of the Library Committee in the past, to 
acknowledge the liberality and kind attention on the part of the Society in behalf of that 
branch of this Institution. 

The Society has ever been ready and willing to meet promptly all the demands of the 
Library Committee for all purposes calculated to improve the library and promote the 
interests of its readers. 

In this department, as well as in the literary and scientific, there is much need of 
improvement. ‘There is a lack of room for the proper display of books, and commodious 
and attractive reading-rooms. Besides, there is great need of a picture gallery, which 
should contain a general assortment of mechanical drawings. Had the library department 
a gallery of art, it would afford means of attracting a greater number of visitors to our 
reading-rooms, and the means of largely increasing the readers of our libraries, especially 
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the De Milt. The books in the De Milt library are well adapted for a reference library, 
and as such it might be made very attractive. The expense attending our libraries and 
reading-rooms, considering the small number of readers, is quite an item, leaving but a 
small amount for new books out of the annual appropriation; whereas, if it was more 
attractively presented to the public, with increased facilities, it might be made in part self- 
sustaining. If this happy result could be attained with the annual liberal appropriation 
of the Society, it might and ought to be the most influential library in our city; especially 
because of the plan which has been adopted in relation to that part of our library known 
as the De Milt, of making it an attractive reference library for mechanical and scientific 
purposes. 

In relation to the Library department, I beg the liberty of presenting a suggestion to 
your favorable notice. And should it receive your favorable consideration and approval, 
it will, in my opinion, not only bring the library and reading-rooms into greater notice and 
usefulness, but it will also be the means, ultimately, of largely increasing the members of 
the Society. 

The suggestion is: for the Society to invite the formation of a Journeyman and 
Apprentice’s Library Association, by granting them privileges to the library and reading- 
rooms, and the use of our lecture-room, allowing them to elect their own officers, etc., to 
be under the supervision of the Library Committee. 

This would give to our libraries, reading-rooms, and Society a greater impetus than 
it has ever had from any other source whatever. This association, if properly fostered by 
the Society, would be constantly preparing new members to the general association. With- 
out some new source of influx, this Society will dwindle away, and ere long be numbered 
among the institutions of the past. 

I hear a universal complaint that our Society is doing nothing. But the difficulty is, 
we have nothing to do. We have ploughed and harrowed our ground until the soil is 
beginning to lose its vitality, and the laborers, in consequence, are becoming disheartened 
for the want of some new element to feed upon. This is the true condition of the Society ; 
and without some new element of a progressive nature, it will rapidly decay and finally 
terminate its existence in a struggle for the spoils. 

It appears from the Annual Report of the Library Committee, that there are 1,473 
readers in both libraries, 15s less than the previous year. The number of volumes in both 
libaries is 18,961,— 15,966 in the Apprentices’, and 2, 995 in the De Milt Library. 

The appropriation for this department for the past year was $2,000. 

The expenses attending the libraries, exclusive of rent, is about $800 per annum. 

The next and last department, although not by any means the least, is the Society’s 
School. 

The conception and establishment of the department represented by the School Com- 
mittee was truly a noble thought and a noble deed, not only as a prominent means of 
increasing the members of the Society, but as a beneficial effort in behalf of their children, 
in placing within their reach the means to improve their mental and intellectual capacities. 

Considering the period in which the Society established its school, it certainly was 
an enterprise and a charity worthy of our country’s highest admiration. 
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It may be truly said that this Society planted the acorn that has given birth to the 
expansive and flourishing oak under which the children of this great city sit and cultivate 
and develop their nobler faculties. 

The public free schools of this city and State constitute a tree of knowledge such as 
the world never before looked upon. Under its branches are gathered together the children 
of the rich and the poor, breathing the same atmosphere, occupying the same seats, and 
drinking from the same great fountain of free and equal knowledge. 

From a report of the Superintendent of Public Schools, recently made to the Legisla- 
ture of this State, we learn the gratifying fact that there are 832,735 children who attend 
the public schools, and taught by 12,452 male and 19,111 female teachers. 

The number of volumes in the libraries in these schools now number 1,377,923. 
What an example this presents to every State in our Union and every nation of our 
globe! 

I noticed, also, in the report recently made by the Board of Education of this city, 
that there are 277 schools that come within their jurisdiction, which are classed as 
follows: Free Academy, 1; normal schools, 3; normal school for colored persons, 1; 
grammar schools for boys, 47; grammar schools for girls, 47; primary schools, 99 ; 
colored ward and primary schools, 14; evening schools, 34; evening schools for colored 
persons, 2; corporate asylum schools, 26 ; corporate asylum schools for colored persons, 3. 

What a contrast, compared with the opportunities when this Society first established 
their school mainly for the members’ children! ‘The establishment of free schools in our 
city and State is worthy of a thanksgiving and general rejoicing ; not only on account of 
the advantages the city and State will derive from them, but also on account of the 
influence this system of education will have and exert upon our whole country. It is 
through the influence of such institutions for the education and elevation of the poorer 
classes, under the fostering care of States and General Government, that this nation will 
be sustained as a republic and saved from a despotic power. 

With such educational institutions, and the elevation of the laborer to a position of 
dignity and honor, this country will ultimately be governed by the purest principles of 
democracy. And without such institutions, and the elevation of the laborer to dignity 
and respect, this republic will cease to exist, and ultimate in the basest despotism the sun 
ever shone upon. 

From the annual report of the School Committee we learn the following results: 
Whole number of pupils, 274111 boys, 163 girls; of this number there are ten girls and 
eight boys on the free-list. 

Decrease of pupils in the school during the past year, 132. The appropriation for 
the past year, according to the Treasurer’s report, was $2,663.88. 

It is very evident, from the committee’s report, that our school is rapidly declining in 
scholars, and consequently in receipts. And it is not at all astonishing that it is so, 
amidst such powerful combinations and natural causes. 

To attempt to sustain our school on its present plan would (in my opinion) be as 
futile as to attempt to compete against steam with horse-power, or to use steam in com- 
peting with electricity in the rapid transmission of thought. 
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I am well aware of the hazardous position I occupy in relation to the favorite depart- 
ment represented by the School Committee, and I have not taken it without carefully 
considering the true interest of the Society, the true interest of the apprentice, and the true 
interest of the mechanic. 

It is maintained that our school constitutes the right arm of the Society, and the 
principal means of the increase of its members, and without our school there would be no 
inducement for others to join it. That it has been a prominent source through which our 
Society has been enlarged, and that our school has been a source of knowledge to the 
children of the Society’s members and others, none can deny. But if the more liberal 
views of the citizens of our State have supplanted it, we cannot deny also but that our 
school has lost its potency, and it must, of necessity, bear the same relation to that enlarged 
thought that the acorn bears to the oak. And, as it is an unchangeable law in nature that 
the decay of the acorn is in proportion to the growth and expansion of the oak, so must it 
be with our public free schools if we attain more and more toward pure democratic 
principles ; and they are as sure to supersede our pay-school, if we follow in their track, as 
the oak is to supersede the acorn. 

If this right arm of ours has become palsied and is beginning to wither, would it not 
be better to amputate it before it diseases our whole body ? 

I would not, however, recommend immediate amputation, for I trust that on examina- 
tion we shall find the disease as yet on the surface, and unless proud-flesh has too deep a 
hold, this arm of ours may be galvanized into new life and new form, which will yet 
render lasting benefits to the industrial interests of our whole country. 

In order that we may understand more fully the true condition and tendency not only 
of our school, but all the interests of the Society, I would recommend the’ renewal of the 
proposition of our elder brother, offered not long since, to appoint a committee of thirteen, 
to take into consideration the entire interests of the Society, in connection with its duties 
to the rising generation, and its duties as contributors and sustainers of this glorious 
republic. 

I would, however, make one suggestion in reference to our school—a suggestion 
which I deem of the utmost importance to the Society, to the apprentice and mechanical 
interest of our city, and as an example for our country at large. This suggestion is for this 
Society to begin at once to lay the foundation for a Polytechnic School, to which reference 
has already been made. This, of course, would supersede our present plan of a school, as 
it will require a different course of instruction. 

The establishment of a polytechnic institution for educational purposes is in manifest 
obedience to a demand of the most general interest of the present age. 

In all civilized countries the prosecution of industrial pursuits, in some one of their 
multiform phases, constitutes the prime business of man. Whether we regard his opera- 
tions as an agricultural producer, as a manufacturer or artisan, as a merchant or a factor— 
or, finally, as an engineer or architect, adapting his work to the wants common or peculiar 
of all the rest—still, how different soever the respective modes, they nevertheless concur 
in contributing to the advancement of the great business of life. 
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From a report and description of the Polytechnic institutions of Europe, which report 
I have in my possession, I copy the following in relation to the French, who are considered 
the most proficient in art, science, and philosophy, to which the French people are mainly 
indebted to their Polytechnic institutions : 


The oldest organization bearing the appellation of Polytechnic is an institution of 
world-wide celebrity, the Ecole Polytechnique, now the Ecole Impériale Polytechnique, of 
Paris, established near the close of the last century by a few accomplished and zealous 
professors of the mathematical and physical sciences, under the fostering care of the French 
Government, an especial favorite with the first Emperor Napoleon, from whom it received 
the most watchful consideration so long as his ever appreciative sagacity could be made 
available to its growth and usefulness. It soon came to be, and indeed has been, for 
the last half-century, undoubtedly, in certain respects, the first school of science in the 
world. 

The following are some of the prominent branches taught in that institution : 

Analysis, Mechanics, Descriptive Geometry, Transformation of Motion, General 
Physics, General Chemistry, Chemical Manipulations, Natural History applied to Indus- 
try, Mineralogy and Geology, Physical Geography, Working of Mines, Steam-Engines, 
Common Roads, Railways, Construction of Bridges, Theory of Stone-cutting, Architec- 
tural Drawing, Industrial Physics, Applied Mechanics, Machines, Drawing, Analytical 
Chemistry, Industrial Chemistry, Architecture, General Metallurgy of Iron, Technology, 
Hydraulic Works, Design Work. 

Shape our plans for the accomplishment of a school like this, and we shall soon have 
a Mechanics’ School, de facto, which our city so much requires and our apprentices and 
mechanics so much need, and our public free schools will not interfere with our operations, 
nor retard our progress. 

I am aware that some of our members are in favor of continuing our school, or con- 
verting it into a young ladies’ high school. It cannot be expected, therefore, of those 
who have their hearts fixed on such a system, that they will favor the idea of a Polytech- 
nic School. But I would inquire of those members, what the Mechanics’ Society have to 
do with a young ladies’ fashionable high school ? 

It is said, by a prominent member of the Society and a prominent member of the 
School Committee, that the name “mechanic” is very much against our success in the 
business, not a charity, of a young ladies’ school. And his reasoning and conclusions are 
undoubtedly correct ; if so, it amounts to positive evidence that we are, as well as our 
country, traveling from or endeavoring to separate from the great principles which formed 
the basis of our Association, that of elevating the laboring mechanic. 

The philanthropic women of the city should come together also, and lay the founda- 
tion for a Young Ladies’ Industrial School, on a similar plan as suggested, in reference to 
a Mechanics’ Polytechnic Institution for young men. 
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As to a young ladies’ fashionable high school, we have too many already, and so high 
that good common sense seldom, if ever, reaches them. 

It is high time that the industrial girls should have an institution in which they might 
be educated, in connection with a knowledge of art, which would prepare them for useful 
and honorable lives, instead of night-walkers in our streets and inmates of the corrupting 
dens of our city. In this suggestion, a great field is opened for the philanthropist, and 
our Society could not do a nobler act than to induce the wives and daughters of its 
members to embark in the glorious undertaking of establishing on a large scale a female 
school, in which the poor girls of our city might be educated and instructed in the various 
arts, through which they would be enabled to obtain an honorable and comfortable 
subsistence. f 

As with very rich men, so with rich societies, without entérprise (which is rarely pos- 
sessed by either), they do the least for the country and the least for humanity. 

Considering the means and the talents of this Society, it is less known than any other 
association in the world. : 

There are other associations, with little or no means, and some of them engaged in 
similar pursuits as our own, which are acquiring a prominency in our city, and, from 
present appearances, are destined ultimately to excel our efforts, and our Society will be 
left far in the background, notwithstanding our resources and capabilities. 

Some of these institutions are presenting the public with far more attractive lectures, 
and attract far more attention without means, or, rather, without money, than we do with 
money. Why is it? 

It is because their labor and their energy is by far the better capital to them than our 
Society’s money is to them without energy. And their labor and energy will do far more 
for the rising generation and the country than will our accumulation of gold and houses. 

We hear of other associations and societies celebrating their anniversaries, and see 
glowing accounts of their orations and festivities, but not a word from the Mechanics and 
Tradesmen’s Society. 

In reference to this neglected branch of the Society, I would recommend that we 
also celebrate its anniversary with an oration and such other festivities as the members, in 
their wisdom, may think proper. 

I am confident that there is no society in the city of New-York that is better 
entitled, and more worthy of a conspicuous place in the hearts of the people, taking into 
consideration its antiquity and objects, than the Mechanics and Tradesmen’s. 

The subject of removal up-town, and the erection of an edifice suitable for the pur- 
poses of the Society, and the sale of the Park Place house, have occupied some portion of 
our thoughts, and been the means of some action on the part of the Society during the 
past year. But, since the explosion of the speculative bubble of this country and on the 
continent of Europe, those questions have again settled down to their original quietude— 
and, from present appearances, there to remain for some time to come. 

The last indication on the part of the Society seemed to favor the proposition to 
again lease the Park Place property, and to purchase the adjoining lot on Broadway ; 
although no action was had in reference to this purchase, but, from the interchange of 
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ideas among the members, it seemed to favor this idea—and from that I gather this 
inferential conclusion. 

The adjoining lot, together with what we now have, would make fifty feet on Broad- 
way, extending one hundred feet to where it unites with the Society’s original lot of one 
hundred feet square on Crosby street. This additional lot would afford the Society room 
on Broadway for quite a conspicuous front, if they thought proper to build where we now 
are, and the one hundred feet square in the rear would afford quite a commodious lecture- 
room, besides greater facilities for our libraries, reading-rooms, and picture galleries, and 
school, should the Society think proper to commence laying the foundation for a 
Polytechnic Institution. 

In a financial point of view, it seems to me that the Society should purchase the lot 
adjoining, if it can be had at a fair valuation. ‘This would add (in my opinion) very much 
to the value of our present property. 

There are many advantages which seem to favor our present location, providing we 
can purchase the adjoining lot on Broadway. The width of the city at this point, in con- 
nection with the various stage routes and railroads, makes it now, and will be for some 
time to come, a very central location. 

An attractive lecture-room on the Crosby street lot at this locality could be made to 
net the Society more money (besides having it occasionally for its own purposes) than it 
now does, and from sources far more congenial to our feelings, and vastly more com- 
patible with the objects and interests of the Society. These are our conclusions with 
reference to availability, economy, and income. 

But these views do not cover all that might be said, nor all we should desire and aim 
to attain, nor what the mechanics of New-York richly deserve. And should the citizens of 
this city consider their obligations to the mechanic, they would convey to them Madison 
Square, or some other plot of ground equally eligible for our purposes and the interest of 
the rising industrial classes, and contribute largely toward defraying the expenses of erect- 
ing a temple to be dedicated to art and science, with special reference to the elevation of 
the laborer. 

I mean by this that we should not think of removing up-town with limited ideas nor 
with contracted views. The mechanics of New-York are entitled to an edifice equal to 
any in the world; and the apprentices and the productive interest of the city demand 
that this temple should be embellished with all the most approved apparatus for the 
experimental demonstration of the various sciences (and their application to the productive 
pursuits of the country), and crowned with an observatory and telescope unequaled by 
any now in use. 

To accomplish this, the Society have only to resolve to do it, and what we lack in 
talents and means will be made up, I have no doubt, by the citizens of New-York. There 
are many talented, enterprising men and women in this city who are waiting to embark in 
this noble enterprise. Accomplish this, and it will be the pride and honor of our city and 
our whole country. And the Mechanics and Tradesmen’s Society of the city of New-York 
will rear a monument as lasting as history, and as sacred as humanity! Shall we not, 
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when nature invites us, and all heaven calls to us, to begin the great work of man’s 
redemption ! 

One thought relative to the principle that should govern us in our deliberations, and I 
shall leave these suggestions for your consideration and wisdom. The principle to which I 
refer is order; and it is a principle that reigns throughout the universe. Yes, could we 
mount the wings of infinity, and be carried back into the depths of the past, or could we 
be borne away through the interminable series of eternity into the bosom of the future, 
there we should behold order. Here we behold it in the mineral, in the vegetable, and in 


_ the formation of the animal, and in the physical structure of man; and we feel it in 


hunger and in thirst, in respiration and in the pulsation of the heart; and we see it in life 
and in death ; and, by the aid of the telescope, we behold it in the stars, in the revolving 
of planets, revolving of suns and systems of suns (that light up the vault of heaven), 
developing harmony, evolving truth, and conveying love to all! 

Thus be it with us. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT JOHN WIGHT. 
DELIVERED JANUARY 8TH, 1861. 


BroTHERS: For the honor you have conferred upon me, in electing me to the 
position I am now about to occupy, I return you my sincere thanks. I can pretend to 
but little experience in the duties of the office, but I have the honor and welfare of the 
Society at heart, and can promise you that I shall earnestly endeavor to promote them. 

Among those who have preceded me it has been customary, on taking the chair, to 
offer some suggestions relative to the condition and operations of the Society ; and while 
the present occasion, perhaps, requires no extended remarks, I do not feel at liberty 
to omit the custom. 

The annual reports have shown you that the labors of the various committees during 
the past year have been attended, in the main, with reasonable success, and that the 
Society is in a highly prosperous condition. Our finances have been managed with care, 
and we have the satisfaction of knowing that many aged brothers, widows, and orphans 
have been rendered more comfortable by the ministrations of our Pension Committee. 

The classes under the direction of the School Committee, for the instruction of 
apprentices in drawing, mathematics, and other branches of learning connected with the 
mechanic arts, are but a new undertaking, and the committee have not yet had time to 
acquire the experience necessary to render them all that we desire. But some advance has 
been made. In the classes first established there are two hundred and ninety-seven pupils, 
who have made good progress, and other classes are about to be established. We have, 
therefore, no cause to be discouraged, but, on the contrary, may reasonably hope that this 
school will soon become a prominent and useful feature in our operations. - 
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The library is in a highly satisfactory condition. During the last five or six years the 
number of volumes and of readers has been much increased, the books are generally in 
good order, additional accommodations have been provided for readers, the appearance of 
the rooms has been improved, and the attendance during the evening is generally large. 
We have reason, therefore, to congratulate ourselves that the fostering aid of the Society 
has been usefully applied. 

The want of a suitable lecture-room of our own is a serious disadvantage; but the 
lectures have usually been well attended, and appear to afford satisfaction to the families 
of the members, which is, perhaps, the best evidence of the judicious manner in which the 
duties of the Literary and Scientific Committee have been performed. 

Among the events which have occurred during the past year, the memories of our 
brothers who have passed away demand at least the tribute of passing notice. Their 
number has been greater than usual. Fifteen are recorded on our minutes, and probably 
there are others of whom we have not heard. Among the former was our late President, 
the only instance in which our Society has lost its presiding officer by death. 

In turning our attention from the past to the future, and considering what may be the 
objects of our attention during the coming year, I have nothing new to propose. Let me 
rather urge upon you the importance of zeal and energy in the pursuit of those objects in 
which we are already engaged. Our new school enterprise needs careful and judicious 
management. It opens before us an important field of usefulness, and it is to be hoped 
that the committee to whom it is entrusted, and to some of whom it owes its origin, will 
give it that persevering attention which the Society has a right to expect, and the fruits of 
which will be their abundant reward. 

Our library we may now regard with just pride. Its organization and working appear 
to be excellent, and we hopefully anticipate the time when the Society shall be in a 
condition to supply the means of still further extending its usefulness. I may here remark 
that there is a mode of doing this, which, in my opinion, will more readily promote the 
objects of the institution than, perhaps, any other; and that is the establishment of 
reading-rooms in different parts of the city. The city is now so large, that the distance 
from different points to any central one is a serious inconvenience to those who cannot 
afford to ride, and no doubt deters very many from availing themselves of the privileges 
we have here provided for them. 

This is by no means a new plan. It has been fully tried by the Mercantile Library 
Association, and has been attended with no considerable trouble or difficulty. That 
institution sends daily, from its library in Astor Place to its room in Liberty street, such 
books as are called for, and the arrangement has proved highly advantageous. One of 
these rooms might be located on the east side of the city, perhaps in Grand or Houston 
street; another on the north side, near Fourteenth or Twenty-third street; and a third in 
some central position; but perhaps two would suffice for a time. I need not enter upon 
the details of this plan, as the committee, with the experience of others before them, will 
easily carry it into operation. The cost, I think, would not exceed six or seven hundred 
dollars. 
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In relation to the duties of the Literary and Scientific Committee, I shall make but a 
single suggestion, which is that, in my opinion, our lectures should be of a higher and 
more instructive character than has been usual for some years past. But perhaps we 
cannot be satisfied in this particular until we have a suitable lecture-room of our own. 

Two subjects remain to which I desire to call your attention. One has already been 
referred to the Finance Committee, relative to the occupancy of these rooms. Upon the 
discontinuance of our school, the Society granted to the. former principals the use of the 
rooms during its pleasure. We then supposed that this privilege would be desired only 
until the principals should have had time to organize schools of their own. 

The male school was discontinued soon after, but the female department has occupied 
the rooms and used the furniture, books, stove, and piano for a period of nearly two years. 
It is proper, therefore, that we should consider whether we can safely permit our rooms to 
be used for any purposes except those of the Society, or such as will yield us an income, 
which may be employed for the purposes authorized by our charter. 

Now, as I understand the charter, our present practice is directly at variance with its 
provisions. Section vill. (page 10) enacts that, “in case the Society shall at any time 
apply its moneys except as therein provided, said corporation shall cease.” But, as this 
subject has been referred to a committee, it is unnecessary to consider it further at 
present. 

The other subject to which I refer, is the selection of a new site for our institution. 
This has heretofore occupied our attention, and in regard to it there has been some diver- 
sity of opinion ; some of our members preferring a location in the upper part of the city, 
while others are opposed to one higher up than Fourteenth street, and a third party think 
it better to remain where we are. Should the subject be again brought before us, we shall, 
perhaps, more easily arrive at a satisfactory conclusion if we first determine what sort of 
building the purposes of the Society require. We may then discover that a smaller plot 
than several of those we have had under consideration would be sufficient, and can better 
determine upon its size and shape. Among our wants must be enumerated a lecture- 
room large enough to accommodate, say, fifteen hundred people, a smaller room for the 
meetings of the Society, a library-room of sufficient size to provide for the gradual increase 
of the library, with adjoining reading-rooms, a large room for the general exercises of the 
school, with contiguous class-rooms, a few committee-rooms and offices, and, perhaps, 
accommodations for a janitor. By thus definitely ascertaining in advance what are our 
wants, we shall be better able to combine economy and convenience in the choice of a 
location. 

With these remarks, and earnestly hoping that we may continue in those harmonious 
and friendly relations which have rendered our past intercourse so agreeable, and that our 
noble Society may continue to grow in prosperity and usefulness, I now proceed to the 
discharge of the duties you have assigned me. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT NOAH WORRALL. 


DELIVERED JANUARY I4TH, 1862. 


Before taking my seat, permit me to say that I enter upon the duties of the honorable 
position to which you have this evening assigned me, with great diffidence. ‘This chair has 
been filled for more than three-quarters of a century past by some of the best and wisest 
men our city could produce, and, while I follow in their steps, I fear you may be disap- 
pointed in my not reaching the standard of my illustrious predecessors; but, having the 
advantage of a beaten track to guide me, I hope by your kind indulgence in some measure 
to succeed. 

I do not find it necessary to enter into a detailed statement of the affairs of the 
Society. They are laid before you in annual statements of your committees, and a 
condensed and full report of the Finance Committee, which will be printed and circulated 
at the next meeting. I heartily congratulate you on the height of prosperity to which our 
Society has attained. By the prudent foresight of those who in bygone years have had the 
management of the affairs of the Society, and by the blessing of a kind Providence on these 
efforts, the Society is not only unembarrassed with any debt, but has a constantly increasing 
surplus fund, which, it is to be hoped, may be invested as wisely and prudently as have been 
the former investments of the Society, so that its power for usefulness may be each year 
increasing. 

The Pension Committee will find the claims upon them to be constantly increasing, and 
I hope by your liberality they will never be obliged to reject a worthy applicant entitled to 
relief, but by increased liberality, according to the means of the Society, they may com- 
fort and cheer the unfortunate and destitute aged members, their widows and orphans. 

The School Committee are doing a good work. They are benefiting a class in whose 
welfare this Society has ever taken special interest; they are furnishing the apprentices with 
the opportunities of obtaining instruction and information which they cannot procure 
elsewhere, and fitting them for usefulness and making them intelligent mechanics. 

If I may judge by the attendance and the sentiment expressed by the members, I 
should say the lectures under the Literary and Scientific Committee have given satisfaction, 
and that it is a source of enjoyment and instruction that the Society are not disposed to 
dispense with at present, and the announcement of the extension of the course will give 
pleasure to the Society. 

The Library, the most notable feature of our Society, if I may be permitted to venture 
an opinion, has been conducted with success the past year. A considerable addition has 
been made to the catalogue of books, and there has been added to its readers the female 
operative —a class to whom its benefits can not be over-rated. The readers of the Library 
were never as numerous, and they are daily increasing. 

I would be happy to see the Society located in an edifice better adapted to its wants 
and more worthy of the name and means of the Society, but in the present state of 
affairs I have no recommendation to make. 
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I thank you, gentlemen, for the honor you have done me, and it shall be my highest 
ambition to perform the duties of the office to which you have elected me to your satisfac- 
tion, and I hope the year upon which we enter may be one of continued prosperity and 
success to the Society and to you all individually. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT MATTHIAS BLOODGOOD. 
DELIVERED JANUARY 13TH, 1863. 


BroTHERS: In accepting the position of your presiding officer, with which you have 
honored me, it is proper that I should return you my thanks,—a position that has been so 
ably filled, for many years past, by others of our worthy brethren. While I can scarcely lay 
claim to the ability of many who have preceded me, I assure you that I shall devote to 
your interests my best endeavors, and shall rely upon your kind indulgence for any short- 
comings in the satisfactory discharge of the duties appertaining to my new office. 

As custom has made it incumbent upon the President-elect to lay before the Society 
his views upon entering on his duties, the following remarks have suggested themselves to 
my mind: 

History tells us that in all ages the best men of their respective times have been 
planning and laboring for the establishment of institutions for their personal benefit and 
that of their posterity. The rule still holds good; and those noble-minded men of their 
own day and generation, our elder brothers, who founded this institution! of ours, will long 
be remembered with gratitude and love. They foresaw the comfort and blessings that 
would accrue to the unfortunate of our profession by their actions; they laid the founda- 
tions deep and strong; and we now sit beneath the roof of the goodly superstructure. 
Over seventy years ago they associated themselves together under the name of the 
General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, including in its 
membership all our various artisans. ‘Their first care was to minister to the physical wants 
of its unfortunate members. Its history has been one of brotherly love and kindness, and 
its operations have been carefully attended. Increasing means have brought increased 
liberality, and I trust that this, our first great duty, will be faithfully and religiously ful- 
filled. Judging the future by the past, I have no fears for the result. 

As the means of the Society increased, its members sought further the moral culture 
of their children and the apprentices confided to their care, by the establishment of a daily 
school —a want at the time greatly felt, and which their action fully met, the school hay- 
ing been one of the best in our city. A few years since its use was superseded by the 
rapid increase of our public schools, and it was discontinued, having performed its mission. 
The school for architectural, free-hand, and machine drawing has since been founded, 
increasing in its interests and the numbers of its pupils. It promises to be of great service 
to the youth of our city and an honor to the Society, and I recommend it heartily to your 
fostering care. 
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With the daily school was also founded the nucleus of the Apprentices’ Library, 
designed to furnish gratuitously suitable reading matter to the apprentices of our city, the 
members of the Society and their families. Through the donations of friends, added to the 
liberality of the Society, we have been able largely to increase the numbers of its volumes, 
and to extend its benefits to others than apprentices and members. ‘The books have been 
selected with great care for their intrinsic worth, and they have been read during the past 
year by more than twenty-nine hundred readers, and their number is annually increasing. 
The accommodations provided by the Society for the library are now insufficient, the 
shelves are filled to their capacity, and we have many volumes for which we have no shelf- 
room. I recommend to your early consideration the want of sufficient space, so that 
ample room may be furnished for its accommodation, equal to what are considered its 
prospective usefulness. 

That branch of the Society’s operations in charge of the Literary and Scientific Com- 
mittee, who have the care of furnishing to the members and their families a course of 
lectures during the winter season, has become deservedly popular; they have gathered a 
larger concourse of our members than usually meet together, giving all an opportunity. of 
improving their acquaintance with each other, and at the same time while away an agree- 
able hour in making additions to our stock of literary and scientific knowledge, or in 
listening to a piece of eloquence from the lips of some finished orator. The value of such 
influences upon the mature years of manhood, and especially upon the developing 
intellects of the young, cannot be too highly estimated. 

And _ now, in conclusion, let me again return to you my kind acknowledgments for 
your flattering preference, and let us remember that we stand the responsible representa- 
tives of our elder brethren, the founders of this institution. To those who are to come 
after us, let us remember that, as by their acts we judge our predecessors, so shall they 
judge us. It behooves us to take care that in our hands the trust sees no harm; that, as 
we have received it in the fullness of its usefulness and prosperity, so may we hand it 
down unimpaired to our successors, that they may call us worthy representatives of the 
most worthy founders. 

So may it be! 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT GEORGE R. JACKSON. 


DELIVERED JANUARY 12TH, 1864. 


BRETHREN OF THE MECHANICS’ SociEry: In assuming the duties of your presiding 
officer, I feel my inability to satisfy all; but, with an earnest desire to act impartially, I 
throw myself on your kindness—and, should I err, consider it from the head, not 
the heart. 

I think the members of the Society must have marked the improved tone of fraternal 
feeling which has prevailed during the past year, which is alike honorable to yourselves 
and reflects credit on the impartial administration of my worthy predecessor. We should 
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exert every effort to make our meetings harmonious, which tends to increase the interest 
of the members in our welfare, and we should avoid all unnecessary and acrimonious 
debates, which only tend to lessen the same. When we look around and see so many of 
our members who have passed the meridian of life, whose locks are whitened with the 
snows of many winters, and we hear our worthy Secretary record from time to time the 
exit of one of our brethren, it should remind us of the unerring flight of time. So let us 
spend the evening of our days in acts of brotherly kindness—and if we can lighten the 
burden of any of our brethren, let us do it cheerfully. 

It has become a custom for the presiding officer to present his views upon assuming 
the chair. The able reports of my predecessors have taken so wide a range, there is little 
left for me to comment on. From the peculiar organization of our Society, there is little 
for the President to do, except preside at your meetings. 

The committees, when full, consist of forty-nine members—a much larger number 
than the average attendance of our members at the general meeting —and the duties are 
so divided that they do not interfere with each other. By this wise provision the general 
meeting is relieved of a great amount of work. I need not remind you of the faithful 
performance of the duties of your Pension Committee; their reports from time to time 
attest their industry and fidelity. 

The report of your Library Committee is encouraging. Increased facilities for extend- 
ing information to the young we should foster with a liberal hand. The unwritten history 
of the Apprentices’ Library would make a wonderful volume. I greatly rejoice in the 
increased interest taken in our evening drawing-schools. This is one of our most laudable 
efforts. May the instructions received there be the means of elevating the youthful 
mechanics of our country, for there is a great want of skillful and intelligent mechanics, 
and in some branches of business they have to depend entirely on our foreign population. 
I cheerfully endorse the recommendations of the School Committee in having a series of 
familiar lectures on mechanism, chemistry, and other subjects for the benefit of the appren- 
tices of our city, and recommend it to be carried into effect at an early day. 

The important duties of the Finance Committee have been conducted with prudence 
and economy. Upon the faithful discharge of the duties of this committee depends, in a 
great measure, the prosperity of our Society. 

The lectures furnished by the Literary and Scientific Committee have been very 
successful, and the increased attendance has attested their popularity. 

In the form of initiation to hew members the following language occurs: “ A school 
has been established in which may be educated the children of poor and deceased 
members, whose condition renders our assistance necessary.” As the school has been 
discontinued, I would recommend the above paragraph be stricken out, and evening 
drawing-school inserted, which would read thus: “A library and reading-room, also an 
evening drawing-school have been added, designed to improve and elevate the character 
of the apprentices of our city.” 

I would also recommend the foundation of a museum of models, mechanical inven- 
tions, and objects of natural curiosity, which would be of great interest to the young. it 
would cost the Society nothing. Every member could contribute something toward it, 
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and our young men, as they grow up and prosper, would remember and contribute toward 
an institution from which they have received so many advantages. 

I would also recommend an alteration in the notices to members of the time of meet- 
ing. One hour after sunset is indefinite, and we do not observe it. There should be a 
specified hour. 

The Treasurer reports our finances in a flourishing condition, notwithstanding the 
extra expense of altering the library-room. We have added to our funds between five and 
six thousand dollars. For more detailed statements I refer you to the printed reports, 
which will be ready by our next regular meeting. 

In conclusion, brethren, I would recommend generous appropriations to all our 
committees, as they are the best judges of their wants, and, from my personal observations, 
their only strife is to insure the prosperity of our Society. 

I thank you, brethren, for your kindness and good-will in elevating me to this 
honorable office, and I will use my best endeavors to preserve the harmonious and 
brotherly feeling which should at all times prevail. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT JOHN T. CONOVER. 
DELIVERED JANUARY 9TH, 1866. 


BRETHREN OF THE GENERAL SOCIETY OF MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN: 


I return you my hearty and sincere thanks for the honor that you have conferred on 
me by electing me as the President of this ancient and honorable institution, and as your 
presiding officer for the ensuing year. I appreciate very highly the distinction that you 
have conferred on me, and shall endeavor to merit your confidence by an impartial and 
faithful performance of the duties of your presiding officer. It shall be my earnest effort 
to facilitate the discharge of business, to preserve decorum and harmony; and I trust 
that I may rely on you to help and sustain me in accomplishing these objects, and, if I 
should commit any errors, to treat them with forbearance and indulgence, believing that 
they come from the head and not the heart. You all know very well that it is no part 
of mine to make a speech, so I shall not detain you with any lengthy remarks. The 
organization and the workings of this Society are so systematized and plain, the reports of 
the committees so regular and thorough, that each and all of the members attending here 
know all of the details and the business of the Society just as well and as correctly as your 
officers. In fact, I think any member on the floor has more power than the presiding 
officer ; for, according to the by-laws, all he has to do is to preserve order and vote when 
there shall be a tie, which occurs very seldom. 

From the annual reports which you have heard read, we certainly can congratulate 
ourselves that our Society, in a financial point of view, is in a prosperous condition. 
And here let me say, that although somewhat late, yet as this is the first annual meeting 
and election which we have held since war in our midst has ceased and peace has been 
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proclaimed through all the length and breadth of our land, that we, as a Society, might 
offer up our humble thanks to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for the many and con- 
tinued benefits which we, as a Society, have received at His hands, and after the long and 
destructive war that we have gone through, we are enabled by His blessing to sit down in 
peace and prosperity under our old and well-tried flag. 

The report of the Finance Committee, to whom is entrusted the charge of the build- 
ings and lands of the Society, shows that they look well to the interests of the Society. 

The report of the Committee on Pensions shows that they have performed their 
duties of benevolence and mercy with zeal and fidelity, and that this useful and important 
branch of the Society has been entrusted to good and competent hands, 

The report of the School Committee shows that they have made a decided advance, 
and that they are steadily improving. I should like to impress on this committee the 
importance of the work that they have under their charge, and the various branches and the 
almost unlimited extent of usefulness to which it can be extended, with pride to the Society 
and certain benefit to the city ; and so long as they show that they are improving, they 
need not feel afraid but that the Society will support them in their laudable undertakings. 

The report of your Library Committee shows a continued and a large increase of the 
numbers of its readers. ‘These have increased so much that, notwithstanding the large 
and munificent appropriation of the Society to this successful and popular branch of their 
usefulness, the committee feel that it will be almost impossible for the Society, with justice 
to itself and the wants of its other committees, to furnish books enough to keep up to the 
demand of its readers. It would take 40,000 additional volumes at present to place the 
ratio of readers and books on the same footing that they were five years ago; and this 
committee, without having any mature plan, or any design at present of’ trying or asking 
anything of this kind, feel that if the readers still keep increasing, that they may have to 
try and raise the means of increasing the number of the books from some outside source. 

The Literary and Scientific Committee have given us their usual course of lectures, 
and the crowded rooms and the attention which has been paid to them are the best proofs 
of their success. But I would ask this committee whether or not a course might be got 
up every year on subjects connected with science and the mechanic arts, to which the 
readers of the library and the scholars might be admitted? This is for them to think of. 

The present edition of the by-laws is very imperfect; many alterations and 
additions have been made since they were printed, so that new members, and but very 
few of the older ones, hardly know what the by-laws are. They are scattered through the 
minute-book for the past ten years, and if anything should happen to that book we would 
not have any copy of them. I would suggest to the Society the propriety of having them 
collected and a new edition printed. 

One other subject and I have done—and this is an important one: that is, whether 
this is the proper place for our institution, and when will be the time to move. Whatever 
I may say will only be my own views, flung out so as to set some more of you to thinking 
and to agitate the question. 

I think that, with the march of business upward, that this place will soon be wanted 
for business purposes ; and, when it is wanted, then will be the time for us to move, if it 
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should be this or the next year. I think we should sell this place, and keep the Park 
Place property as an investment and for an income. Let business keep moving and 
shifting as much as it may, Broadway, around the Park, will always bring high rents for 
offices. As to where we should locate, that is a more difficult point to decide. We have 
two conflicting interests to satisfy. While our members are going up town, so that Thirty- 
fourth street would not be too far for them, our readers and scholars are taking, partly, their 
places down-town—so that what was once their residence is now the factory, the shop, 
and, in some cases, the tenement. These factories and shops supply the great bulk of our 
readers and scholars. Between these two interests my judgment has always been the 
neighborhood of Fourteenth street and Union Square. I would not recommend the 
Society to go in the market and purchase at the present high prices, but I would have 
them think where will be the most suitable location, and whenever there is a suitable 
piece of property in the market to be ready and purchase it. Wherever you may purchase, 
you must remember that the building will cost as much in an out-of-the-way location as in 
a good one; the difference is in the cost of the ground, and as an investment the best 
location always has the preference. 

Whenever and wherever you may build, I never want to see this Society build until 
they have made up their minds to erect a building that will be the pride of the mechanics, 
an ornament to the city, and a monument of the mechanical genius and skill of the nine- 
teenth century. 

Again, brethren, I thank you for the favor you have conferred on me; and I trust— 
and it shall be my aim—to so conduct myself in my official capacity that I shall carry 
with me your confidence, respect, and esteem. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT WADE B. WORRALL. 


DELIVERED JANUARY 8TH, 1867. 


I have considered that the address from the newly installed President is one which 
would come with a better grace from your retiring officer. A review of the workings of 
the Society during that officer’s administration seems to be looked for, and recommenda- 
tions are usually offered which his experience should suggest—an experience which he 
has gained in his official routine. The incoming officer has yet to go through two of 
the important committees, and not until he shall have gone through those can the address, 
which the precedents of the last six or seven years lead you to look for, be made ~ 
with a full appreciation of all its bearings. Some of my older friends have advised me 
to break through the custom, and my inclinations would lead me to the same conclusion, 
only for the opportunity it affords me to thank you for the distinguished mark of your 
confidence, and to assure you how deeply sensible I am of the honor you have conferred 
upon me. When I consider the long line of honored names that have graced this seat, 
I almost shrink from assuming the duties which your kindness has imposed upon me. 
Had you, brothers, entertained the same diffidence in respect to my ability to succeed 
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them, you would have been entertained with a speech from some brother more competent 
to address you on this occasion. Here let me bespeak a continuance of the kind feeling 
which has placed me here— bear with my short-comings. I shall endeavor to do my best, 
and with your forbearance we trust for a pleasant and successful administration. 

The reports have been presented, and it has been a proud gratification to hear each of 
the committees, among whom the different interests are allotted, successively report the 
flourishing condition of the offices committed to their respective charges. I don’t propose 
to go into a detail of their operations, for the whole will be spread before you as soon 
as the Finance Committee can collate them. 

How little dreamed the men of ’85 that the small and humble affair of their creation, 
a simple society of mechanics organized in a small community not larger than many of the 
suburban places which now modestly rejoice in the designation of a village, banded 
together simply for mutual relief in case sickness should interfere with the prosecution 
of their daily toil or when death should overtake them — that means would be insured 
for their decent interment. How little dreamed they, in their small beginnings, of the 
superstructure that was to rise on the foundation that their hands were then laying. 
How little they probably imagined that upon that base would rise an institution which, 
while distributing thousands where they scarcely hoped for hundreds for the objects 
they had in view —that its beneficence was to be extended to such a large portion 
of the young and rising community, both by means of its school and, its still more 
extended sphere of usefulness to the community at large, by means of its library. With 
what satisfaction they would have contemplated the social gathering at our lectures! 

It is still our primary object to relieve those having a claim upon our accumulated 
resources, but let it be borne in mind, in apportioning our funds, that we ‘have assumed 
the same obligation to the apprentice and working-classes of this city as we have to 
ourselves. I don’t believe there is a member present or absent who would abate one 
cent from the pittance allowed to the orphan, or anything from the prescribed allow- 
ance to the widow, or from the dues of the pensioner; but let us remember that, 
after providing for these, our trust is sacred to the other objects named in our 
charter, our by-laws, and in our initiatory charge. In proportion to the amount 
paid in by each individual member, there is probably no society extant that so 
liberally provides for its legitimate objects of relief. But the prosperity of the society, 
as I understand, was largely in consequence of taking in other objects than the re- 
ception of its members. Its changes of location from time to time, necessitated by the 
accommodation required for the school and the library, have resulted in our present 
financial prosperity. Surely our giving thus far has not impoverished us. Shall we 
not go on in the course that Providence has so kindly prospered us in, and, in the 
spirit and language spoken to each of us from this desk, let it continue to be the 
primary and commendable object of our association to relieve the unfortunate, the widow, 
and the orphan. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT WILSON SMALL. 


DELIVERED FEBRUARY 5TH, 1868. 


In 1792, when the Mechanics and Tradesmen’s Society was incorporated, the City of 
New-York contained a population of 45,000, and the valuation of the real and personal 
estate did not exceed $18,000,000. 

In 1867, the population of the city exceeded one million, and the real and personal 
property $736,988,058, and the amount raised by tax, $16,950,767.88, nearly equal to the 
whole valuation of 1792. 

Notwithstanding the great suffering and want that we witness among the mechanics 
and operatives of our city, we have the satisfaction of knowing that a spirit of frugality 
governs a very large portion. Our saving-banks exhibit the fact of 350,000 depositors 
and the amount of $77,000,000 on deposit. 

The number of dwellings in our city exceed 53,000, and their value is estimated at 
$445,000,000. 

By the census of 1860, our city exhibits a larger manufacturing product than any 
other city in the Union, and more than any State, except New-York, Massachusetts, and 
Pennsylvania. In 1867, we had 4,837 manufacturing establishments, with 97,314 opera- 
tives and $73,104,245 capital invested. As a further evidence of the advancement and 
importance of our city, it will be found that during the year 1865 there arrived at this port 
4,662 vessels from foreign ports, and 7,972 coastwise, making a total of 12,634. 

The foreign imports amounted to $224,742,419.00; exports, including $30,000,000 
of specie, $208,630,282.00, and the receipts for customs, $101,772,905.94. 

The following synopsis will give a comparative view of the workings of the four prin- 
cipal libraries in our city: 

The Mercantile Library contains 81,124 volumes, and the number delivered to read- 
ers during the year was 178,218 volumes. 

The New-York Society Library contains 52,000 volumes; number taken out 32,642. 
Their annual receipts for 1866 were $5,943.61, and their yearly assessments were $10.00 
each. ; 

The Astor Library was incorporated January 18, 1849, and endowed by John Jacob 
Astor with $400,000, and since by his son, Wm. B. Astor, with an additional amount of 
$300,000, making $700,000. Number of books in library, 145,000; number of books 
read, 44,966, and whole number of readers, 19,540. 

The Mechanics’ Society Library contains 33,532 volumes. Add to which the Demilt 
Library, 4,028 volumes, and you have a total of 37,560 volumes. There are about 4,000 
male readers and 2,344 female readers, making a total of 6,344 readers, and the number 
of volumes given out during the year, 117,385. 

The income of the Society for the last year amounted to $33,417.89, and the expend- 
iture amounted to $24,742.44; leaving a balance of $8,665.35. The assets of the 
Society, $401,397.09 ; liabilities, $7,507.66 ; assets over liabilities, $393,889.43. 
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By the report of the School Committee, you will observe there are on register 356 
pupils, and the evidence of their success and improvement you have had an opportunity 
of examining, in the several specimens placed before you this evening for inspection. 

The Committee on Pensions report the number of pensioners, 95, and they have paid 
out the sum of $5,774.52. This noble beneficence could not be placed in more efficient 
hands than the committee having that noble charity in charge, and I embrace the present 
opportunity to express my warmest acknowledgement to the committee and its members, 
individually, for the prompt and efficient manner in which they have discharged the 
responsible duties committed to them. If there is anything in life that will endear and 
ennoble a man, it is his devotion to relieving the necessities of his fellow-man. 

In conclusion, I would recommend that this Society appoint a committee of eight or 
ten to investigate and present some plan by which mechanics’ sons and others may be 
induced to learn the mechanical trades ; any one carrying on a mechanical business knows 
the lack of workmen of our own teaching or training, and the obstacles intended to prevent 
boys learning trades. In the first place, if a master-mechanic has a son he wishes to learn 
his business, the first step for him to pursue is, he must get his son recommended by his 
journeymen. If he does not comply they will force him to do so by a strike. How one 
of any spirit can allow himself to be humiliated in this way is almost impossible to con- 
ceive; but such is the fact. 

Now, I think this Society should take some steps to further the interests of the rising 
generation in what I consider some of the most respectable avocations in life— mechanic 
arts. I would recommend leaving the terms of apprenticeship to the discretion of the 
masters in the different branches; and when a boy has served a proper time faithfully, and 
is of good moral character, his employer should give him a certificate of such services 
addressed to the proper committee of this Society, before whom he should pass an exam- 
ination; and, if this prove satisfactory, he should receive a diploma, signed by the Presi- 
dent and Secretary with the seal of the Mechanics’ Society, and, in extraordinary cases of 
merit, some other testimonial. This would act as a stimulant for boys to serve their time 
faithfully, as this certificate would be of great service to them in after-life as masters or 
journeymen, and at the same time elevate our Society in the eyes of the people. 

As this Society is intended to elevate the mechanic arts, I think that this is a measure 
which should command our serious attention at this time, and be referred to a committee 
composed of the different trades. 

As the matter now stands, our own sons are debarred from learning trades unless we 
(the masters) submit their names to our own journeymen for their approval. 
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INAUGURAL ADBDRESS OF PRESIDENT CORNELIUS H. DELAMATER. 


DELIVERED FEBRUARY 3D, 1869. 


In the year 1785 —eighty-four years ago—only two years after the evacuation of this 
city by the British, we have evidence in our possession of the existence of our Society. In 
1792 the original charter was obtained from the Legislature. It expired by its own 
limitation in 1811, and was then renewed to 1833. Up to that period the objects of the 
Society were entirely benevolent, being for the relief of members in sickness, and of their 
widows and orphans. It appears from the records that the means for these purposes were 
sufficiently provided and applied. In 1821 the charter was amended to allow of the 
establishment of a school for the education of children of poor or deceased members, and 
a library for the use of apprentices. In 1833 the charter was renewed and amended so as 
to provide that one-third of all moneys received by initiation fees should be kept in a dis- 
tinct and exclusive fund, for the purpose of disseminating literary and scientific knowledge; 
also that all bequests or donations for this purpose should be kept sacred for it. 

In 1842 the charter was again amended, to allow its then school to be a pay-school 
for those who could afford to pay, and to allow of the establishment of a separate fund for 
the support of the Apprentices’ Library and reading-rooms. In 1856 the charter was 
again amended, and extended to the year 1890. ‘This act allows the Society to hold real and 
personal estate not exceeding in value, at any one time, the sum of $500,000. Previously 
we had the right to hold only to the value of $200,000 of such property. I would here 
recommend that, as our property now probably exceeds $500,000 in value, an application 
be made to the Legislature, this winter, to extend our right to hold property to such an 
amount as the Society may see fit to ask. In 1860 the charter was again amended so as 
to confirm our titles to our real estate. 

Having thus briefly stated our legislative history, in the belief that the members 
would not object to having their memories refreshed thereby, I will now venture to go 
over the historical ground again—this time briefly, as to our real estate. The first meet- 
ings of our Society, that we have any record of, were held at the public house of Walter 
Hyer, in November, 1785, in what was then called King street, now Pine street. It 
afterward met in various places under rent, probably, for seventeen years, until, in 1802, it 
purchased the ground which it now owns, at the corner of Robinson street (now Park 
Place) and Broadway, of Richard Varick and others, for the sum of $6,325. This lot is 
27.6 by 98.3 feet. We have been offered this year, by a responsible party, a rental for it 
of $20,000 per annum, free of taxes, which would establish its value to-day at about 
$300,000. In the next year after the purchase of this property, a new hall, called 
Mechanics’ Hall, was erected on it by the Society, at a cost of about $23,000, making the 
whole cost of ground and building at that time about $29,000. We have now owned this 

.property sixty-seven years. It has always-paid good interest on its increasing valuations, 
and it is probable that it would sell for the large sum that I have previously named, 
although it is estimated in our financial statements at only $200,000.* I believe the 

* This property is now leased to the New-York ing sidewalks in repair. This property was assessed, 


Central Railroad Company until May ist, 1870, the in 1868, at $150,000. 
tenants paying all taxes and Croton rents, and keep- 
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Society occupied a portion of it for their own purposes until 1821. In that year we leased 
from the corporation of the city the ground we now hold in Chambers street, near 
Chatham, the lease of which is for sixty years, at a ground rent of $125 a year; it expires 
in 1881, twelve years hence. These premises have g2 feet front, and average 33 feet in 
depth. There are no covenants for renewal. At the time it was leased it was improved 
by the Society at a cost of $7,000. It was occupied by the Society with its school and 
library eleven years, and it now rents for $2,000 a year. It is leased at that rate to Mr. 
John B. Snook, until May 1, 1870. Mr. Snook pays all taxes and Croton rents. About 
a year previous to the leasing of this property the school and library went into existence. 

In 1832 the property on Crosby street, where our present library and school are 
situated, was bought (together with some school apparatus, valued at $1,000) for the sum 
of $20,000, with the high-school building on it, the same building, with some additions, 
that we now occupy. It consists of four full lots of ground, each 25 x 100 feet. This 
property, thus bought thirty-seven years ago, with our property on Broadway, since added, 
is worth not less, perhaps, to-day, than $200,000, although in our financial reports it is esti- 
mated at only $100,000. In 1846 we bought, for $9,000, the lot on Broadway, which is the 
key to the value of our Crosby street property; it is 16 feet 8 inches wide by 100 feet deep. 

I find on the records that our Society, in 1833, estimated itself as worth only $70,000 
over its debts. From 1833 to the present time the Society has not added to its real estate. 
It has, however, during all this period, improved its opportunities to do good with its 
means. It is a most remarkable example of. success, financially to itself, and beneficially 
to hundreds and hundreds whom it has fed with the bread of the body, and to tens of 
thousands whom it has fed with food for the brain. During many of these years, especially 
during the early and middle portions of them, the Society was often in debt: but, thanks 
to the able Finance Committees of the past, and to the liberality and energy of the mem- 
bers, from such embarrassments it always emerged without more than healthy travail and 
trial. From these facts let us take hope and courage for the future, and believe, as those 
believed who have gone before, that we have a field before us for expansion, corresponding 
with the records of the past. If it should be that our enterprises of the future should out- 
run some time our receipts, let us have confidence, and trust that the men who succeed 
those who have done well, can do as well and better. Let us not believe that we are 
degenerate. I would not be understood, however, as about to advocate or suggest 
improvements which shall be deemed extravagant. We have found that to be a good 
proverb which says, “ It is wise to make haste slowly.” 

Our Society has five committees, each necessary, and having a most important 
mission. If the full possibility which is open to each committee were realized, it is almost 
impossible to say which would perform the most important work. It is probably true that 
the good works of these committees do all run together so, that neither can do its full 
duty without the hearty codperation of the others. As in the old fable of the rebellion of 
the works of the clock, it can be easily proven that each part must do its work faithfully; 
to enable the dial to appear to the credit of all. 

The Pension Committee show, by their report, that in their field of operations they 
are faithful to the beneficiaries, the Society, and themselves; they are careful in their 
reports, and the Society always responds with alacrity to their suggestions. This com- 
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mittee has little or no direct connection with the business of the other committees, but it 
always sympathizes with them and recognizes their claims. 

The School Committee, while it shows good work done, evidently can do much more. 
The number of pupils reported is large—some 460. The amount expended would seem 
to be inadequate to properly meet the needs of these. I beg leave to attract the attention 
of the Society to the need of more means in this field, and to suggest to a future committee 
the wisdom of having a head preceptor to the school, who should have accountability for 
his department, as a principal in other schools has; also that better entrances, better 
apparatus, etc., be provided. I would beg the School Committees of former years not to 
understand me as criticising their work unfavorably, for it has been well done; I only 
mean to suggest a liberality from the Society, which they have not aspired to, but which 
the wisdom of the Society may possibly accord. Would it not be possible to put this 
school on the basis of the old school—that is, make it so good that pay-scholars would 
seek it and help it—as perhaps pay-scholars by day, and both pay and free-scholars by 
night ? At present the pupils of the school are not necessarily apprentices, or even readers 
from our library; they are‘not required to present any testimonials of place or character, 
and are taken from any who apply. The effect of this promiscuous entertainment gives us 
great numbers of scholars, and causes our school to become a sort of primary school for 
the Cooper Institute. The members of the School Committee have been obliged to recog- 
nize this as a fact. It certainly ill-becomes this General Society of the Mechanics and 
Tradesmen of the great City of New-York, venerable in years and strong in purse, to 
occupy so inferior a position. Can we not have a school for apprentices of mechanics, 
which it shall be a credit to finish from, instead of to pass through? Would it not be 
better for us, at whatever cost, to employ the best talent, and teach such limited numbers 
only as we could teach well? Might we not, by employing teachers of superior talent, 
establish such a reputation in the special branches which we seek to teach, as would 
induce a class of pupils to seek our school, who would be willing and able to pay for such 
advantages amounts which would go so far toward defraying the expenses as to obviate 
the necessity of much larger appropriations than at present? I would recommend, at all 
events, that only apprentices of mechanics be admitted to our school free, in order that it 
may be distinguished as a school for mechanics’ apprentices. I shall revert again to this 
subject of the school before I have done. 

The Literary and Scientific Committee have, during this present season, given the 
Society a course of Lectures, which have been highly appreciated, and I am sure that their 
labors have been cheerfully performed. It has often been suggested that some lectures 
each year to mechanics and their apprentices, as was the original intent of the Lecture 
Fund, would be acceptable to the parties referred to, and to the Society as well. It now, 
since the establishing of a school for apprentices, instead of the old school, appears to be a 
necessity that the Literary and Scientific Committee should assist the School Committee, 

“by furnishing, especially to the pupils of this school, Lectures on Natural Philosophy, 
Chemistry, Drawing, Arts, Ancient and Modern Physiology, etc. ; lectures, not stilted and 
beyond comprehension, but familiar and popular, calculated to arrest attention and excite 
inquiry. To such lectures, would it not be well that every reader in the library, male and 
female, of proper habits, should receive tickets of admission? A lecture most desirable to 


MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN. 355 


be given to young people would be, in my judgment, on reading ; how to read, and what 
to read. 

For several years past the subject of the removal of our library up town has been 
agitated. Opinions have differed as to locations, and the prudence of our venturing upon 
this step. The recent action of the Society in leasing the premises on the ground floor of 
this building for five years, has placed us in almost a necessity for remaining here during 
the pendency of this lease, for we probably cannot sell this property during that time, and 
should we desire to do so, would find it almost impossible to rent the premises we have 
retained for our school and library at a satisfactory price. These considerations lead to the 
inquiry as to whether there will ever be more need of our library and school anywhere in 
this great city, than just here, where it now is. Examinations of our books will show that 
nine-tenths of our readers and scholars live below Fourteenth street, and that three-fourths 
live below Houston street. Is it probable this population in these localities will ever be 
less? Is it not probable it will be greater? If this is true, and if it is true that we are 
likely to use these premises for years to come, shall we not consider if we are employing 
them now to the best advantage? ‘The library floor is well -utilized. I think the floor 
above is not, and that it can be turned to much better account. The school-room over 
the library is higher in the ceiling than the library. It has two wings, the same as the 
library. The room is 50 feet by 100. It is susceptible of being made to have a Broad- 
way entrance, by means of a stair-way, which may lead from the long passage or hall 
leading to the library. I mean the passage where our pictures hang. I am persuaded that 
such an entrance can be made to this floor as will be good enough for anybody. The only 
entrance to this fine floor is now by Crosby street, a bad street at night for respectable boys 
to have to pass through, and impracticable for any other audience. I would recommend this 
subject to the consideration of the Society, and trust they may take action on it at an early day. 

Let me call attention to the fact of the sparseness of our embellishments, both in the 
school and library, and the profitable nature of such things. Of busts, we have scarcely 
any, and the pictures on our walls are very few and not very fine. We have all seen the 
eager attention with which, poor and few as they are, they are regarded by the boys and 
girls who frequent the library. Last summer I visited in Toronto a Lyceum, where every 
vacant space in halls and lecture-room was filled with a bust. I had no idea there were 
so many in the world, and learned then that there was a large field from which to 
select busts. Is it not the duty of this society of mechanics, if they are able, to honor the 
great men of their profession by owning and exhibiting the busts of as many of them as 
they can find appropriate room for? I mean the busts of such men as Galileo, Sir Isaac 
Newton, Sir Christopher Wren, James Watt, John Fitch, Robert Fulton, Richard M. Hoe, 
John Ericsson, and their compeers. To look at these’ images of great men inspires the 
young and interests the old. On our library floor we have room for many busts and more 
pictures, and if we should make a Broadway entrance to the present school-room, that 
room could be garnished with them in such a manner that a dull lecture could be endured 
there by the interest for the eye which the walls would afford. . If the Society should see 
fit to undertake these embellishments and alterations, I venture to say, our members would 
visit its rooms more frequently, bringing their friends with them, and taking more pride and 
interest in our institution than ever. 
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While it cannot be said that our Society of late years has shown much enterprise, it 
has shown an enterprising spirit in its desires to undertake an up-town location, which, of 
course, would involve debt, risk, and labor. When the Society shall decide upon this move- 
ment, it will doubtless be a successful one; but I have thought that while an up-town 
location might be a successful speculation, and an improvement upon it be something grand 
and beautiful to look upon, and be convenient for the members to visit, that it might be 
inconvenient to the most of the 7,000 readers we have had on our books in this building ; 
and I have thought that as to improve our present home to its fullest extent, is not to fix 
the Society here forever, since it only proposes that we should do our work well in the 
field before us, and not speculatively in a future, which will always be open before us as 
broadly as now. 

It will be seen from the report of the Finance Committee, that they have estimated 
the receipts of next year to fall short of the expenditures about $600. In their estimates 
of receipts, however, they have omitted the premium on gold, which last year was 
$1,018.47, and is probably as certain to be received this year; estimated initiation fees to 
be $250 less, and omitted’ usual receipts in library, $1,284.02, which makes a total of 
$2,552.49 reasonably to be counted on, and would leave a surplus of nearly $2,000, 
instead of a deficiency, as stated in the report. 

Again permit me to review the property of the Society as to its values and conditions. 

The Park Place property is leased to the New-York Central Railroad Company at 
$12,500 per year; the lease expires May rst, 1870. 

The Chambers street property is leased to J. B. Snook, at $2,000 per year; the lease 
expires May ist, 1870. Our ground lease expires 1881, twelve years hence. 

The ground floor of our Crosby street and Broadway property is leased to Messrs. 
Hackes & Forchheimer, at $8,000 a year, for five years from next May; the lease expires 
May ist, 1874, we paying all taxes and assessments. 

We have insurance as follows : 

On Park Place property, $20,000; on Crosby street and Broadway, $20,000; on 
Chambers street, $5,000; on Books, etc., in Library, $20,000; on School property, $1,500. 

The report of our Finance Committee for the year presents a valuation of our assets, 
which was made out some years ago, and has not been of late revised or “ reconstructed.” 
It thus, perhaps, presents to us a too modest view of our own worth. I venture, therefore, 
to submit my own estimates, which will be approved or disapproved by the judgments of 
those who hear me, as to them may seem good, they being only the opinion of an 
individual, viz.: 


ASSETS. 
Finance Committee. Individual. 
Real Estate, Park Place, . : : . $200,000 $300,000.00 
«« Crosby street and Broadway, ; . 100,000 150,000.00 
SH shares, Mechanics’ Bank stock, . : : : 20,275 26,357-50 
U.S. Bonds, . , : : 4 ; : . 43,000 47,300.00 
Furniture, ‘ ‘ ; ; P ; : é 1,000 1,000.00 
Books in Libraries, . : ; : : 35,000 50,000.00 
Leasehold, 12 Chambers street, ; : : : 4,000 12,000.00 


$403,275 $586,657.50 
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My object in presenting these comparisons of value is not to impugn the safe valuations 
previously made, but to induce the members of the Society to think of our means in what 
is probably their truer light. 

Our Society has a noble old age. Let it not be said that it lives in the past or the 
present only, but that it has a vision of the future; that it has a living, aspiring soul, not 
one only half alive or apathetic. The golden age is before, not behind us; our past in 
experience and means and fame is with us still. We have it all to use for the days which 
are before us. We cannot doubt that the fields are fuller of harvest and promise for this 
Society than when it was young and weak, and that we shall not mortgage our strength 
to indolence. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT ADOLPHUS F. OCKERSHAUSEN. 
DELIVERED FEBRUARY 3D, 1870. 


BRoTHERS: As the Society has been conducted the past few years, and the steady, 
uniform, conservative action of all its operations, I am at a loss what to say to you upon 
this occasion, and ask your indulgence, if I refer to matters of a very commonplace 
nature. 

At our meeting, one year ago, your President, Brother Delamater, in his remarks, 
gave you a history of the Society, from the time of its organization in 1785 to the present 
period, reviewing its progressive steps, from its feeble beginning to its present flourishing 
and prosperous condition. He reminded us of what the Society had done in times past, 
being originally founded as a benevolent society, for the relief of its members in sickness, 
and the care of their widows and orphans, which, I am proud to say, has continued to be 
one of its leading objects to the present day. Then, some years later, the establishment of 
a school for the education of the children of the members, and a library for the use of 
apprentices of the city, and then the disseminating of literary and scientific knowledge 
through courses of lectures to the members and their families; and lastly, the establish- 
ment of a school in the evening for the free instruction of mechanics and apprentices in 
free-hand, architectural and mechanical drawing, etc. I would here mention that book- 
keeping has been added to the instruction given this season. 

He also gave you a history of the financial affairs, from the first operations in 1802, 
when they purchased the property, corner of Broadway and Park Place, for the sum of 
$6,325, until the present time, when the property of the Society could be valued at over 
one-half million of dollars. All of which showed that the affairs of the Society had been 
ever carried on prudently and carefully, and in a conservative manner. And that we had 
also made progress in the advancement of the original object of the formation of the 
Society. This is what the Society had accomplished in the past. We have now to do 
with the present and the future. 

The first idea presented would be, do we occupy that position in this city which we 
ought to, considering the means we now enjoy and the opportunities for increased useful- 
ness constantly presented ? 
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There appears to be a feeling on the part of many members of our Society that we 
are hardly occupying that position, and that we ought to be doing more for the rising 
generation of mechanics and apprentices of our city. If these views are correct, what 
means shall we adopt to attain our proper position ? 

All the business operations of our Society are carried on through the Standing Com- 
mittees that are appointed from year to year, namely: Finance, Pension, School, Library, 
and Literary and Scientific. These committees know the wants of their several depart- 
ments, and by giving the subject of increased usefulness a consideration it might result in 
great benefit to our Society. 

The Finance Committee, who have charge of the property and the financial affairs of 
the Society, and who have also the subject of removal from the present locality to some 
more eligible situation farther up town, and all other matters pertaining to the welfare of 
the Society in a financial point of view, might they not present to the Society some plan 
whereby we might be brought more prominently before the public, and our usefulness 
thereby increased ? 

Our Pension Committee, who are the faithful almoners of the Society, and whose 
duties are of a practical nature, we could not look to them so readily for suggestions of 
plans for future usefulness. ‘The School Committee are now doing a good work in the 
way of improvement of the minds of the apprentices and young mechanics. By care- 
fully considering these matters I think they will find that they have not yet reached the 
limit of what they may yet accomplish; it is a wide field they occupy, and should be cul- 
tivated more than ever before. The term of the school might be extended a month or so 
longer; more efficient teachers employed, and other means adopted, so that when our 
scholars leave us they may be more fully accomplished in their branch of instruction. A 
few lectures might be given them, in connection with the readers of the library, on science, 
mechanics, and matters appertaining to the studies they pursue; and might not some of 
our old members address them occasionally on subjects connected with their own trades, 
and of their own early training as apprentices, and the ways and means they have followed 
since in reaching the position they now occupy? It might be an incentive to them to 
follow in the same path. 

This subject is worthy the consideration of the Literary and Scientific Committee also, 
and by a joint codperation, much good might be accomplished with little outlay. The 
Literary and Scientific Committee might take into consideration the propriety of granting 
a certificate or diploma to be given to any mechanic or apprentite for improvements 
invented by him, or great proficiency in any branch of mechanical trade. The position and 
standing of our Society is so high that such certificate or diploma would be of great service 
to the recipient to whom it should be awarded. 

Our Library Committee should not be overlooked in this matter of “increased useful- 
ness.” More time spent in the Library by the members of the Committee, especially in 
the evenings, might give the members of that Committee some new ideas of what could be 
done for the improvement of the Library, and also the minds of its readers. A word of ad- 
vice as to the selection of books to be read might be of lasting benefit. Well do I remem- 
ber, when a boy, of myself getting such advice from one of the members of the Library 
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Committee of that day, and which, I am satisfied, has ever been of great service to me, 
although given nearly forty years ago. 

I would like to call the attention of the members to what appears to be a want of 
sociality or cordialness of feeling among the members of our Society, and which results, not 
from unfriendliness among the members, but more from the want of a personal introduction. 

A new member is elected and initiated; he attends a few meetings, and then appears 
to have lost his interest in the Society. I think this might be obviated by the members 
introducing to one another all the new and old members who are yet unacquainted. We 
have a comfortable reading-room, where the members can meet at any time, and I have no 
doubt that if our members would frequent this room more, our social intercourse would be 
much improved, and the interests of our Society enlarged. Will not our members pay a 
little attention to this want ? 

By reference to the report of the Finance Committee, you will perceive that our 
expenditures for the past year have absorbed the balance on hand January ist, 1869, of 
$4,032 21-100, and also a debt incurred and yet unpafd of $2,000, making the amount 
actually expended over the receipts above $6,000 for the year; $5,000 of this amount was 
expended in repairs and alterations on the buildings. 

Our actual receipts, or net income, for the past year were in round numbers about 
$25,100, to which add the $4,000 in hands of the Treasurer on rst of January, 1869, and 
$5,500 borrowed of Mechanics’ Bank, makes the total $34,600. The disbursements 
amount to the same sum, $34,600. This includes the payment of $3,500 on account of 
the loan from the Mechanics’ Bank, leaving the actual net outlay of the Society, for 
expenses and appropriations to the Committees, $31,100. 

The estimate of receipts for the coming year is $34,200, being an excess over last year 
of about $9,000. This is made up by an in¢rease of rent from the Park Place property of 
$5,500; from Mechanics’ Hall, $3,000; and from Chambers street property, $go0o. 

The estimate of disbursements amounts to $26,485, being about $4,600 less than the 
past year, and leaving an estimated surplus on the income of the year of about $7,700, 
showing a most gratifying and prosperous condition of the financial affairs of the Society. 

With our property corner of Park Place and Broadway leased for a term of years, at 
the increased rent anticipated by the Finance Committee, and an increase also on the lease- 
hold property in Chambers street, would give the Society an increased and permanent 
income of some $9,000 a year beyond what we have been receiving for the past few years, 
and enable the Society to extend its usefulness to a much greater extent than ever before. 

Brothers, the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York 
has a bright future before it; and if we press forward and take hold of, and properly use, 
the ways and means placed in our hands, it would take its proper rank as the first in this 
city for its usefulness to the mechanic and apprentice, and occupy such a position in this 
community as its founders could never have anticipated, and of which we ourselves could 
be justly proud. May these anticipations be speedily realized, I presume is the wish of 
you all. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT WILLIAM H. GEDNEY. 


DELIVERED FEBRUARY 4TH, 1874. 


BroTHers: It has been the custom heretofore, with our presiding officers, on 
assuming their positions, to address their fellow-members upon topics of interest to our 
Society, and, in a measure, those topics have become a part of its history. 

I shall, therefore, to a limited extent, follow in the path of my “illustrious prede- 
cessors.” 

I enter upon my duties, as presiding officer of the Society for the ensuing year, with 
diffidence, conscious of my own incompetency to discharge its duties so as to fully meet 
your expectations. 

Parliamentary rules, which are of necessity arbitrary, should be applied and enforced 
only with calmnéss, and to harmonize conflicting opinions. 

Favored with your forbearance and indulgent support, I trust I shall be able to 
discharge this, as well as other duties, so as in some measure to merit your approbation. 

I do not propose to enter largely into the examination of any of the statistics of our 
institution at this time, but shall be content to notice a very few. 

I shall refer you to the reports of the several committees, when published, for more 
full and complete accounts of the practical workings of our Society, which, I assure you, 
will be both creditable and satisfactory. 

Mutual protection and financial benefit was the watchword of the few honorable and 
worthy men who originated and organized our Society. And what has it not accom- 
plished since P i 

The noble men of our race, succeeding one another almost through one entire 
century, fully three generations, to the present time, have built up an institution second to 
none of its kind in this or any other country on the face of the globe. 

Many, very many, have had cause to pronounce it blessed. I think I but express 
the sentiments of my brethren when I say we are proud of our institution and its 
workings. 

Its library, with its 50,000 volumes of choice reading matter, and its 7,000 rane 
are subjects of honest pride. 

It is also an “ almoner,” with a great heart, distributing annually upward of $5: 5088 
through a committee of gentlemen, with whose superiors, in point of ability and activity, 
no other society was ever blessed. 

Its school is of incalculable benefit to the youth, and particularly to the apprentices, 
of our city ; an average of about 250 pupils being in attendance every evening during the 
term. ‘These are instructed by a competent corps of teachers, in mechanical, architectural, 
object and free-hand drawing, and in writing and book-keeping. Some of these branches 
are not taught in our common day and evening schools. 

We may, therefore, be assured that our school is doing a great and good work 
among a class in our city who would not be reached and benefited in any other manner. 
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Through the agency of our Literary and Scientific Committee, and by no other 
agency, has the public become somewhat acquainted with our Society. And as fast as the 
people learn of our good works, they are willing to, and do accord “ honor to whom honor 
is due.” Our lectures are a source of very great intellectual enjoyment and moral influ- 
ence; that they are much appreciated by an intelligent class of our community the large 
audiences fully attest. 

Our committees have all shown themselves to be composed of workmen that need not 
be ashamed; and, while I would draw no invidious comparisons, I must be pardoned for 
particularizing the Pension Committee, who, “being in labors abundant,” have “ acquitted 
themselves like men.” 

Need I say to my brethren, forget not the aged and infirm, and the unfortunate of our 
membership ? Perhaps not. But still, those of us who are in the morning or meridian 
of life, and are actively engaged in our daily avocations, are very apt to forget the less 
favored. Gentle reminders are occasionally necessary. 

It is a pleasure to us, when in health, to have our old friends visit us; but what a 
consolation it is to greet them when we are sick and feeble. 

One word about our much talked of change of location. I think the time has come 
when none of us desire to remain much longer where we now are. 

But the difficulty seems to be just here, and this question is invariably put forth, 
“Where shall we go?” My answer to that is, raise a committee, or empower the present 
one, from our body, to purchase a site, and locate our new home; and having accom- 
plished that, let them report to us what they have done, and let us go thither. 

In conclusion, I may express the hope that our encouraging and brilliant career in the 
past may be supplemented in the future by ever-increasing social, intellectual, and moral 
profit to each of us, as, with steadfastness of purpose and earnestness of soul, we seek 
to emulate the example of Him who, when on earth, went about doing good. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT WM. OTIS MUNROE. 
DELIVERED FEBRUARY 3D, 1875. 


BroTHERS: An examination of our proceedings for past years has called my attention 

to a custom of former Presidents, to inaugurate their official relations with the Society by a 
brief reference to our history, position, and prospects. I am at a loss to determine, at this 
time, which of these points should be most prominently brought before your consideration. 
Our position among the great associations of to-day is well defined. The little organi- 
zation of 1785 has become a great power in our Metropolitan Society of 1875. Its pros- 
perity has kept pace with the marvelous growth of our great city. Its efficiency, though 
not so great as we hope for at a future day, is a subject of congratulation. Its system of 
instruction by classes, aided by those powerful adjuncts of education, the Public Library 
.and Public Lectures, is comprehensive enough to be in keeping with the spirit of the age. 
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Recognizing the relations of skilled handicraft to the prosperity of a nation, our Society, 
among an industrious and free people, has done its part to assert and maintain the dignity 
of labor. ; 

The report of the Finance Committee exhibits the material prosperity of the Society, 
and it is entirely unnecessary for me to recall the figures and statistics in this brief address, 
although it may not be out of place to ask ourselves whether our work is as effective as it 
should be with such a fund at our command. 

The purposes of our organization are too well known to make it necessary for me to 
allude to them, unless it be to urge upon you an increased effort to carry them out accord- 
ing to the letter and spirit of our history. What we have done in the past, and the satis- 
faction our good works have given us, should be an incentive to more zealous endeavors 
during future years. Our Society is to-day recognized by the community as a civilizing 
and cultivating force, and it is our duty to see to it, that it shall continue to strengthen its 
position and influence among the educational institutions of our city and of our time. 

The several reports submitted for your consideration, at this time, contain matter that 
may, perhaps, be suggestive of such modification as our previously adopted systems may 
require, in order to make our work as effective as the advancing wants of our city may de- 
mand of us, or as may be productive of a more successful accomplishment of those ends 
and purposes with which we long ago set out. 

It is not my purpose, however, at the moment of assuming this official relation, to urge 
any plan other than that heretofore pursued, or to suggest changes in any of our depart- 
ments of usefulness. At the same time, I shall reserve to myself the privilege of recom- 
mending, from time to time, as opportunity may permit or occasion suggest, whatever may 
appear proper to be done to keep our Society in the path of progress, and to give such 
direction to its efforts as shall make it, emphatically, a powerful agent in the advancement 
of art, science, and morals. 

Brothers, our society is strong in a membership selected from the most active and 
intelligent men of this our beloved city; we are rich in this world’s goods; our councils 
are distinguished by harmony and good feeling; we have every reason to feel proud of our 
antecedents, as shown in our history ; we rejoice that we have been enabled to do much 
good in the past; we feel that we have traveled in the right direction to accomplish good, 
and that our charities have not been stinted. Then let us encourage each other; let us 
animate one another by the remembrance of an honorable past — by the confidence in our 
own present strength — by our dearest hopes of a bright future, let us resolve here to take 
such counsel together, that the generations which are to come after us may command our 
zeal and spirit, as we, to-day, give credit to the noble men of the past, who did their 
utmost to start us on our way. 

And now, brothers, let me thank you for the honor you have been pleased to confer 
upon me. Appreciating highly, as I ought to appreciate, the honor of being called upon 
to preside over your deliberations, and sensible of the dignity which my predecessors have 
conferred upon this office, I will endeavor, to the utmost of my ability, to deserve the 
confidence you have reposed in me. 

Finally, my brothers, may the present year be one of pleasure and profit to us all— 
may our schools continue to be as efficient as they have been — may our libraries be as 
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well attended—our literary and scientific course as popular and as instructive—our 
charities as abundant as the wants of those having claims upon our benevolence —and let 
us feel that our highest aim should be to secure to our ancient and honorable Society the 
approbation of the wise, the earnest, and the good, by our unceasing efforts to promote 
the welfare and happiness of those we represent, and the growing generation who are 
looking to us for guidance and assistance. While such are the objects we have in view, 
we may rely with confidence upon the blessing of the Author of all good—the God and 
Father of us all. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT HAVILAH M. SMITH. 
DELIVERED FEBRUARY 2D, 1876. 


BrotTuHers: It has become somewhat the custom for the President of this Society, 
when entering on his duties, to make a few remarks on the history, standing, and prospects 
of the Society. 

In the year 1785, nine years after the Declaration of Independence, the founders of 
this Society, feeling the need of mutual alliance,—as only those who have passed through 
some such great struggle could,—assembled and associated themselves together for mutual 
protection and assistance, under the name and title of the ‘“‘ General Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” the primary object of which was, at the time of 
organization, to relieve the widows and orphans of deceased members. This object ‘has 
been carefully retained and nurtured, and, under the care of our present committee, is the 
just pride of, and still remains the primary and first object of our association. 

The Society was first incorporated in the year 1792, and the charter has since been 
amended, from time to time, to comply with the progressive requirements of the Society. 
About 1820, after making the first purchase of real estate (at the corner of Broadway and 
Park Place) for a more permanent home, its usefulness was further extended by establish- 
ing a school for the education of the children of its members, and a library for the benefit 
of the apprentices of our city. The school supplied a great want at that time, in not only 
educating the children of the members of this Society, but also in furnishing teachers for 
other schools. 

Since the establishment of the present public school system, the day-school is no 
longer needed; but we have continued to supply the great want of a practical drawing- 
school for the apprentices of our city; and from the progress now made, your School 
Committee will doubtless be able to make an exhibition, at the close of the session, of 
which the Society may well feel proud. 

The library, from the time it was established until about the year 1846, was kept open 
in the evening only. It then contained about 17,000 volumes, and had about 1,600 
readers ; we now have, as-per last report, about 52,700 volumes, and between six and 
seven thousand readers. 

In 1862, the free use of our library was extended to female operatives, with most 
gratifying results. 
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Brothers, I would earnestly recommend for your consideration the propriety of 
further extending this privilege of the free use of the library to the journeymen mechanics 
and artisans of our city. 

Our Literary and Scientific Committee, by the careful and judicious management of 
the appropriations from the funds intrusted to their care, and their selections of subjects 
and lecturers, for the instruction and entertainment of the members of the Society and their 
families, have merited the approval of the members of the Society. 

Brothers, a separate fund has been created and set apart for the purpose of obtaining 
a new and more suitable location and building for the use of the Society, and in which we 
might feel we had a permanent home, and one worthy the noble character of the trust 
bequeathed to us by the founders of this venerable Society. 

We have now in that fund, as per report just rendered, $47,244.44. With a prospect 
of but little expense being required on our buildings, and a careful expenditure by the 
several committees, may we not hope to add full ten thousand dollars to our Building and 
Sinking Fund the present year ? 

In this connection, if I may be allowed to refer to it, much has been said about the 
rise in value of property, which has, from time to time, been offered to this Society ; but 
we must not forget, at the same time, the rise in value of our own property as well. I see, 
by a report of 1843, the Society had at that time under consideration the propriety of sell- 
ing the Broadway and Park Place property for the sum of $54,000, the rent of which was 
at that time $3,000 per annum; for this same property we now receive $24,100 per 
annum ground rent, free from taxes and assessments, which would place the amount at 
about eight times what it was worth at that time, thirty-three years ago, or something over 
$400,000, we having received the rental in the meantime. 

Brothers, let us not lament over any errors of the past, but, believing that the Great 
Ruler of events will reward all good works, let us press forward for the future. 

I would recommend the continuance of the Committee on Location, and hope that a 
site may be selected during the present financial crisis. 

The location once decided, so as to unite the action of the members of the Society, I 
think the ways and means will be sure to follow. 

In conclusion, brothers, I thank you for the confidence you have placed in me in 
electing me to this honorable position. I feel my incompetency to fill the position as I 
would like to see it filled, and beg your indulgence and your assistance in all our 
deliberations. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT EDWIN DOBBS. 
DELIVERED FEBRUARY 7TH, 1877. 


BroTHERS: Shortly after the War of Independence, in the year 1785, nearly a 
century ago, a few hard-working sons of toil met together in a room, then about the 
center of the city, but now far down town, and organized themselves into a Society for the 
care of their indigent and worn-out brothers, and the widows and orphans of deceased 
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members. Thus, brothers, was the foundation of our Society laid, the corner-stone of 
which was benevolence. That same spirit has been the motive power from that time to 
this, all along through the generations of men who have composed its membership, and 
will, I trust, continue as long as our country shall exist. In the year 1792, the Society 
having largely increased in members and in means, it was deemed best to apply for and 
obtain a charter, which was granted March rath, of the same year, the capital being limited 
to an amount not exceeding $50,000, and the charter to continue until the year 1812. 

In the year 1811 the Society again applied for a renewal and extension of their 
charter, and also an amendment, whereby they were authorized to increase their capital to 
an amount not exceeding $200,000, which was also granted April 3d, 1811. The Society 
continued to act under this charter until the year 1821, when, governed by the same spirit 
that inspired and animated the founders of this Society, they resolved that the children of 
indigent or deceased brothers should also have an opportunity to receive at least a 
common-school education. They again applied to the Legislature for an amendment to 
the preceding act, which not only granted the privilege, but also authorized them to 
establish a library for the use of the apprentices of our city. I would here state, for the 
information of our young members, that at this time the means of acquiring a common- 
school education were exceedingly limited, particularly to the humbler classes of society. 
The Public School Society had very few schools, and many of the children of those days 
had but a few months of schooling. Hence the solicitude of the members that their 
children should have the opportunity of at least a common-school education, to fit them to 
hold higher positions in life. 

I have thus briefly passed over the early history of our Society, bringing us down to 
the beginning of the system, which has continued, with a few exceptions; to the present 
time. In looking over the report of the School Committee of March 3d, 1858, a very able 
and carefully drawn document, I was deeply impressed with the following brief extract : 
“‘The circumstances by which the school was surrounded have changed; the public 
schools have greatly increased in numbers and improved in character; many of them are 
now superior, or at least equal, to the best private schools; parents no longer deem it 
derogatory to their children to participate in the advantages of those free institutions, 
which they are so largely taxed to support and maintain. The Mechanics’ School is no 
longer a necessity; it has fulfilled its mission; its work is done; for nearly forty years we 
have cherished and sustained it, an honor to our Society, a blessing to its members and 
their children, as well as a most important public benefit.” 

Shortly after this, the school for the instruction in the ordinary branches of an English 
education ceased. I was also forcibly struck with the sadness which seemed to prevail 
all through the report, in the fact that the committee were compelled to recommend its 
dissolution. 

We have in our Society, as you are aware, six Standing Committees : 


1st. The Finance Committee, to whom are intrusted the charge of all buildings, 
lands, etc., belonging to the Society. 

2d. A Pension Committee, who have in charge the care of all indigent members 
applying for assistance, and the widows and orphans of those deceased. 
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3d. A School Committee, whose duty it is to take charge of and superintend the 
architectural, mechanical, and free-hand drawing classes, employ teachers, etc. 

4th. A Library Committee, who take charge of the Apprentices’ and De Milt 
Libraries and Reading-rooms, and establish rules and regulations for the government of 
the same. 

5th. A Literary and Scientific Committee, for promoting and disseminating literary 
and scientific knowledge. 

6th. You have also a Sinking Fund Committee, which I believe is now classed as a 
Standing Committee, to whom is committed a trust which, I am happy to say, is being 
largely increased every year. 


In looking over the report of the Finance Committee, I see that the gross amount of 
assets, as stated by them, amounts to $597,196.20, which, I think, even in these times of 
depreciated values, is far too little, and, in my judgment, should be at least $700,000. 

The report of the Library Committee, down to September rst, 1876, gives the number 
of volumes in the Apprentices’ and De Milt Libraries as 55,635; number added during 
the year, 3,843; number of readers, 7,417; number of books circulated, 147,010. As 
compared with 1866, the number of volumes then was 33,700; in 1856 there was 
contained in both libraries, 17,246; readers, 1,936; books circulated, 36,987. This I 
look upon as a most marked and gratifying success; and the library to-day, in all its 
appointments, seems to be everything that the Society should desire or expect. 

The Pension Committee report a large increase in the number of applications for 
relief, produced, no doubt, by the present depression in all kinds of industries. This, 
brothers, I look upon as ¢Ze committee of the Society—as if it grew out of, and probably 
was, the first committee. It is our almoner to distribute the funds of the Society to 
broken-down and indigent brothers, to the widows and orphans of deceased members, that 
which they themselves have helped to accumulate; and I have no doubt that, under 
God’s blessing, this feature of our Society has done more to promote and aid in our pros- 
perity than any other cause known to us. Brothers, we must look after the poor—these 
we have always with us. 

The School Committee report an average attendance of 284. I have not been able 
to inform myself thoroughly in relation to this committee; but there are taught, by a com- 
petent corps of teachers, classes in architectural, mechanical, and free-hand drawing; there 
has also lately been organized a class of females, who are instructed in free-hand drawing, 
which I fully recommend and indorse, but at the same time I believe that the founders of 
our Society meant to encourage a system of education wherein the mechanic particularly 
should have the advantage; and while free-hand drawing is well, at the same time I would 
recommend that it should be ignored as much as possible, and all the male scholars be 
instructed in architectural and mechanical drawing, and that the instruction shall be so 
thorough and practical that they may be fitted to pass from the school sufficiently educated 
to seek their own livelihood. 

The Literary and Scientific Committee have continued their best efforts to furnish 
such a course of lectures as would interest and instruct the members and their families ; at 
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the same time, I believe that they labor under a great disadvantage in not having a suit- 
able hall belonging to the Society. This committee is doing a good work, and our lectures 
have become an institution among us, and are doing a great deal to bring the Society 
prominently before the public. 

And now, brothers, in conclusion, I would say, that I believe this Society is the most 
perfect, in all its organizations, of any now existing. It is the most practical and thorough 
in its committees and in all its details. Why? Because it was founded by mechanics, 
practical men, who, by experience, had learned the reason why; they then put the same in 
operation, and, be it said, for we are proud of it, that of all the many thousands of dollars 
that have passed through the hands of its officers and committees, not one single cent (so 
far as the records show) has ever been pilfered from its treasury —a glorious record. 

The year just closed has been a memorable one, long to be remembered for its many 
financial distresses ; all kinds of business interests paralyzed, and thousands of unemployed 
workingmen idle; yet, notwithstanding all this, the reports of all the committees give us 
great cause for congratulation. ‘The finances of the Society, and every interest connected 
with us, are in a healthy and flourishing condition, and the Society was never in a more 
prosperous condition, in all its branches, than to-day. 

I think we have much to be thankful for. It is not yet one hundred years since our 
Society was organized. It had a very small beginning ; but see what it has accomplished! 
From a small nucleus of membership it has grown to be a mighty power. Jts membership 
now numbers some eight hundred. It has enrolled on its books of membership names of 
the best men who have resided in our city—men who have lived honored lives and passed 
away to their account. Generation after generation has passed away, and the good that 
they have done, and the good that we are now doing, is written in the book of life. 

God’s blessing has attended the Society from its earliest beginning, because it was 
founded on love, and God is Love. Go on, then, brothers, in this noble work in which 
you are engaged, and His blessing will continue with you to the end. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT HENRY L. SLOTE. 


DELIVERED FEBRUARY 6TH, 1878. 


BrotHers: I have hesitated as to what course to pursue on entering upon my duties 
as President of this Society; whether to follow in the steps of my predecessors, or to omit 
altogether the customary inaugural address. 

But while I feel that almost every subject, of interest to the Society, has been ably 
discussed in the addresses of those who have preceded me, yet I cannot refrain from 
offering a few suggestions that have presented themselves to my mind. 

For information as to the practical workings of the Society during the past year, I 
shall refer you to the reports of the several committees. It will not be necessary for me to 
enter into any analysis of them; they are in themselves a complete history of the work 
done in the several departments. 
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They show continued prosperity of the Society ; and while we cannot but deplore the 
great depression in business, we have great cause for thankfulness that a kind Providence 
has thrown over us-a protecting hand, so that we have suffered no diminution of our 
resources ; consequently the committees have been able to carry on their good work as 
in the past. . 

But I think it only just that especial attention be directed to the work of the Finance 
Committee. Our thanks are due them for their faithfulness, zeal, and energy in superin- 
tending the alterations of this building and preparing it for our use. 

This building, so complete in all its appointments, so convenient, and so well adapted 
to the uses of the Society, attests the ability and labor (often onerous) which that committee 
devoted to the work. ° 

It has been my privilege to have access to the De Milt Library, wherein are deposited 
all the published documents and reports connected with the early history of this Society. 

The perusal of these papers has given me great satisfaction, and I have obtained 
much valuable information as to the organization of the Society and the difficulties 
encountered by the early members, and their efforts to place the institution on a firm 
basis. ‘To their struggles and perseverance in times of adversity we owe much of our 
prosperity. 

The initiatory steps have been taken to compile a complete history of the Society, 
from its foundation to the present time. The want of such a history has long been felt. 

I am confident that the parties to whom the subject has been referred will do it 
ample justice. ; 

It is to be hoped that when we celebrate our Centennial, a few years hence, we shall 
have published a record worthy of the Society and its founders. 

Of the many topics discussed by members of the Society during the past twenty 
years, there has been none of greater importance than the one relating to a new location 
and a new building. 

As long ago as February, 1857, the President, in his inaugural address, in alluding to 
the question of a new building, says: “ But where shall it be located? That is the 
question which, it appears to me, will require all the wisdom we possess to answer satis- 
factorily. Where is the best spot to locate in order to carry out the objects of the 
association ? The most central, the most accessible, and the most convenient for those 
for whom it is designed,” etc., etc. 

Brothers, these questions have all been answered, and I believe in a satisfactory man- 
ner, and now the matter of a new location is settled. 

I congratulate you on the settlement of this important matter, and that we have 
obtained this building, so well adapted to our wants. Central and easy of access, and 
that, too, at an expense less than eighty thousand dollars ($80,000), which sum covers the 
cost of removal and the expense of fitting up the library and school-room. 

The permanent fund of the Society has not. been interfered with, and the several 
committees have been able to continue their usefulness without being crippled in their 
resources. 

While it would have been very gratifying to the members of the Society to have had 
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a building more commanding in appearance and more emblematic of the Society, I think 
we have acted prudently, as we should, with the trust confided to us. 

At some future day, when times are more prosperous, and the Society has become 
sufficiently strong, we may erect a building which shall properly represent the Society. 

I would recommend that proper steps be taken to have the Charter amended, so that 
the election of officers may take place on the second Tuesday in December, instead ot 
January, as is now the case. 

The officers can then be installed in January, the committees can be named, and 
thus have charge of the whole business for the year ending December 31st. 

As the Charter now provides for the election on the second Tuesday in January, and 
as the By-Laws provide that the committees shall be appointed in February, it follows 
that the reports of the committees for the year ending December 31st represent only eleven 
months of their own work. The Second Vice-President is ex-oficio a member of the 
Finance Committee, and is therefore a member of the committee whose term expires in 
February, and also of the new committee appointed at the February meeting, and when 
the Second Vice-President is promoted to be Vice-President he still acts with the old com- 
mittee until the new committee is appointed, so that during the month of January two 
persons are acting as members of the committee by virtue of their office of Second Vice- 
President. 

Before I decided to recommend an amendment to the Charter, I gave the matter 
very serious consideration, and tried to discover some feasible plan by which the difficulties 
might be removed without amending the Charter, hoping that an amendment to the By- 
Laws would be sufficient. 

But, after a careful examination of the whole subject, I can see no’way out of the 
difficulty by amending the By-Laws only. 

Article II. of the Charter provides for an election of officers on the second Tuesday in 
January, and further provides that said officers shall hold office until their successors are 
elected; consequently it is not possible for us to provide By-Laws for, postponing the time 
when the officers shall enter upon their duties until February. 

They are the officers of the Society, to all intents and purposes, the moment the vote 
is declared. 

The matter of a formal installation, while it is very proper, and may confer dignity on 
the position, cannot in any manner change the terms of office as fixed by the Charter. 

Article VII., Section 2, of the By-Laws, provides that the Standing Committees shall 
be appointed at the meeting in February, and hold office for one year. 

Section 5, Article VII., also provides that the committees shall severally make, at the 
regular meeting in January, a full report of their transactions during the year ending 
December 31st. The only way to make the term of office of the several committees accord 
with their reports would be by an amendment to the By-Laws, changing the date in Sec- 
tion 5, Article VII., from December 31st to January 31st. 

But that would not remove the difficulty I have alluded to in relation to the ex-officio 
members of the Finance Committee. 

These are some of my reasons for recommending an amendment of the Charter. 
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Iam not aware that any difficulty has ever occurred, owing to the state of things I 
have called your attention to; still I am confident that it is our duty to guard against any 
embarrassment which may possibly arise in the future. 

_ Having now called your attention to the subject, I leave it to the members of the 
Society to dispose of as they, in their wisdom, may deem for the best interests of the 
Society. 

I would also recommend that we adopt suitable forms for the installation of the 
officers of the Society. 

It will be necessary to amend our By-Laws, as provided for in the Charter, Article IT., 
to fix the place of election and meetings in this building, although recently covered by 
resolution. No doubt other changes may be required in consequence of the change in our 
location. 

As my attention is called to any subject necessary for your consideration, I shall 
submit the same to you the first opportunity. 

During the past month the Society removed to this new location, and the occasion 
was duly celebrated by appropriate exercises. 

A reception was held on Tuesday evening, January 22d, 1878, from 7 to ro. 

Addresses were made by several eminent gentlemen, and we were honored by the 
presence of many distinguished citizens, among whom were representatives of the several 
departments of the Municipal Government, and also of the leading business interests 
of the city. 

Thanking you, brothers, for the honor conferred upon me in electing me to the 
position you have, I shall say, in conclusion, that we have now fairly entered upon our 
work in the new building, and I believe that, favored by an overruling Providence, we 
shall continue with the beneficent work we have so long been doing for the young of this 
great city, and that a field of even greater usefulness is now open to us. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT JOHN R. VOORHIS. 
DELIVERED JANUARY I4TH, 1879. 


BRoTHERS: In entering upon an assumption of the serious duties and grave 
responsibilities appertaining to the important and distinguished office of President of 
this ancient and most honorable Society, to which position, by your kindness and 
partiality, I have this day been elevated, I feel privileged to embrace the opportunity 
(with your permission) of indulging in a few remarks, that I trust may be considered 
as apropos to the occasion and its attendant circumstances. 

First, I most sincerely and gratefully thank you for the several honors you have, from 
time to time, so kindly bestowed on me, and especially do I, with all my heart, tender you, 
each and all, my warmest and most earnest thanks for the additional token of confidence 
and respect you have, this day, so generously conferred on me, and which I fondly trust 
no act of mine, in word or deed, may ever give you cause for regret. 
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I also desire to express my pleasure at your happy choice of so competent and 
worthy a corps of associate officers to assist and aid in the care and administration of the 
various interests of the Society, whose merits and qualifications are too favorably known to 
you all to require any mention by my lips, their faithful record in the past forming a 
sufficient guaranty as to what may be expected of them in the future. 

Several of my worthy predecessors, in entering upon their official duties, have 
interested the Society by very able and instructive addresses, many of them replete with 
information of an historical character, full of reminiscences of the glorious past; others 
abounding in most valuable and gratifying statistics of the time being, with an analytical 
examination and elucidation of the component parts of the organization ; while still other 
addresses infused fresh zeal and awakened new enthusiasm by their inspiring delineations 
of the glorious achievements and the grand results in store for the future of our blessed 
organization. 

As a perfect history of the Society, from its earliest date to the present time, complete 
in all details of interest, is in a careful process of preparation by an authorized and talented 
official, I think it would not only be in poor taste, but quite presumptuous for me to make 
any effort to further enlighten you upon the past records of the Society, as also any attempt 
on my part to follow in the lines of thought that I have delineated as characteristic of the 
addresses of my esteemed predecessors, would, I fear, result in a failure, alike uninteresting 
to my hearers as it would be humiliating to the speaker. I will, therefore, content myself 
by briefly calling your attention to some plain, and, I trust, practical thoughts on our 
Society as it is to-day, and what may be done to further promote its usefulness. 

Our last annual meeting found the Society at that time but recently removed into its 
present head-quarters, and it was very properly a question of considerable anxiety to many 
members whether the interests of the libraries and schools would be endangered or not by 
the change in their location. I am pleased to believe that their usefulness and benefits have 
not been in the least impaired, and that, being now well furnished and firmly established, 
there is much to congratulate ourselves upon in their prospects for the future ; and there is 
also, in all respects, so far as I am able to learn, a general acquiescence in the wisdom of 
the purchase of the property now occupied by the Society, and its adaptation to the pur- 
poses of a Mechanics’ Hall, with its many increased conveniences and facilities for the 
members of the Society and its numerous beneficiaries. 

In this connection, I desire to call your attention to the comparatively unenjoyed 
advantages of the Members’ Reading-room, so eligibly located, elegantly and conveniently 
furnished, and bountifully supplied (as may be needed) with choice reading matter, and 
which affords so inviting a rendezvous to our many members, that I trust they will liberally 
avail themselves of its privileges in their hours of leisure, which may be done with advan- 
tage both to the Society and visiting members. 

By the various annual reports of the several officers and committees which have this 
day been submitted, it is gratifying to learn of the continued well-being and increasingly 
prosperous condition of the Society in its several departments, and their various spheres of 
interest and usefulness, thereby truly reflecting, I am justified in saying, great credit upon 
the ability and efficiency of your faithful officials for the year just closed. 
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The past year has been quite marked, in comparison with former years, in the known 
decease of a much larger number of our worthy associates than usual—ten members 
having been duly chronicled as terminating their earthly career; in which fact, sad and 
sorrowful as it was to all, was solemnly recognized the hand of an overruling Providence. 

We have, however, much cause for thankfulness in the manifestation of an unusual 
desire on the part of many of our esteemed fellow-citizens to be enrolled as associates — 
twenty-six having been adjudged worthy, and regularly admitted to fellowship during the 
past year, a number far in excess of that of any similar period of time for several 
years past. : 

I would respectfully call your attention to the very unreliable list of members (as 
relates to their existence or decease as they appear upon the published rolls of member- 
ship), which, notwithstanding the best efforts on the part of your officials to keep them- 
selves conversant with the circumstances thereof, I am well satisfied is quite inaccurate in 
very many cases; and I would suggest that suitable measures be taken, at an early day, to 
secure a reliable correction thereof, by a reference of the work to some designated official, 
or to one of the Standing Committees, or to a committee to be specially created for the 
purpose, as your judgment may lead you to determine. 

Your finances, thanks to an able, energetic, and conservative Committee of Finance, 
are in a very healthy and prosperous condition; and, while on the subject, I feel that I 
would be derelict in a duty, if I failed to pay an honestly deserved tribute to the integrity, 
efficiency, and faithfulness at all times displayed in his official action by our late worthy 
Treasurer, Brother Daniel D. Wright, who, at his own request, and to the great regret of 
all, voluntarily retires from his honorable and trusted position, with the coveted and well- 
merited title of, “ Well done, good and faithful servant.” May heaven’s choicest blessings 
ever be and abide with him. 

Our noble band of brothers, who have, for so many, many years past, in season and 
out of season, faithfully represented the primary objects of our organization in the per- 
formance of their duties as members of your Pension Committee, have earned a debt of 
gratitude that can never be paid, by the sacrifices made of their many home comforts and 
domestic pleasures, in the performance of their arduous labors, succoring the needy, 
relieving the sick, comforting the afflicted, and burying the dead, all of which they kindly 
and thoroughly attended to, in the name of, and to the honor and credit of the Society. 
And, I assure you, it is with much sorrow and very great reluctance that I am compelled, 
owing to positive and absolute requests to that effect, to relieve so many of the members 
of the Pension Committee of the past year from a continuation of their services in the 
same capacity for the present year. 

The committee having charge of your schools have diligently and successfully 
administered the important trusts confided to their care, and at no time in the history 
of the Society, since the adoption of the present system of supplying gratuitous education 
in the various branches embraced in the schools, has a more worthy and interesting class 
of pupils filled the school-rooms than do so to-day, affording much encouragement to the 
friends of education, with great hopes of lasting future benefits, not only to the pupils, but 
likewise to the entire community. And especially with pride do I invoke your attention 
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to the gratifying success attendant upon the school for females,— applications for admission 
to which are far in excess of its capacities,—the attendance being good, and the studies 
diligently observed, with very promising results. 

The imperfect ventilation to the rooms for males, or main hall, which at first 
prevailed, has been a subject of considerable anxiety and much study, on the part of the 
-proper officials, during the past year. But I am pleased to state, that this serious 
objection has been skillfully treated, and in the main removed. If, however, any further 
difficulty should be found to exist in that direction, I would most earnestly recommend 
that prompt and effective measures be taken to remove the same, as far as it is possible 
to do so. 

The establishment of a Public Reading-room in Mechanics’ Hall, the past year, 
under the auspices of your Library Committee, has been attended with very gratifying 
results, and constitutes an important feature in the labors of the committee, who are also 
to be commended for the zeal manifested in their work at all times, and for the rapid and 
successful transfer of the property in their charge, from the late to the present location of 
the library, and the prompt preparation made for the re-issue of books, etc. 

I most heartily approve of the recent extension and enlargement of the privileges of 
the libraries, especially so to the several classes of industrious fellow-beings who have 
heretofore been deprived of their gratuitous use and benefits. 

In order that no unnecessary restrictions may exist to the free circulation of the 
libraries, and that the conditions of the De Milt bequest may be complied with on the 
part of the Society, I would respectfully recommend that the resolutions adopted by the 
Society, October 7th, 1873, in relation to said bequest, be so amended as to authorize and 
direct the Library Committee to pay a small stated sum per annum, from the amount 
appropriated for the Apprentices’ Library to the fund for the De Milt Library, and also 
make such other modifications to the said resolutions as may seem wise and necessary to 
accomplish the purpose before named. 

I also desire to call your attention to the reported indebtedness of the fund for the 
maintenance of the De Milt Library, occasioned, I am informed, chiefly by the unavoid- 
able expenses attendant upon the removal and adaptation of the old, and the construction 
of the requisite additional book-cases for the use of the library. I would recommend that 
a temporary loan be made to the De Milt fund in anticipation of its established income, in 
order that said indebtedness may be promptly liquidated, and also I would suggest that 
the committee be directed to purchase no more books on account of said library until all 
existing debts and loans made on account thereof are paid in full. 

The Committee, charged by the Society with the duty of Promoting and Dissemina- 
ting Literary and Scientific Knowledge, have presented for the present season a goodly 
array of subjects and lectures, intended for the edification of the Society and its friends ; 
and while it cannot be truly said that in all cases they have been of the highest order of 
literature, nor yet of the most scientific research or character, the lectures have been thus 
far well attended, patiently listened to, sharply though justly criticised, and liberally paid 
for by the Society ; and, in thus candidly expressing myself, I intend to cast no unpleasant 
reflections on the efforts of the committee, for I am fully convinced that, in the discharge 
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of the duties assigned to them, they have exercised their best judgment, and been actuated 
solely by a desire to carry out the purposes and comply with the desires of the Society. 
Yet, I think the committee will acknowledge an occasional disappointment even to their 
own expectations in the result of their efforts. Let us hope that experience may teach us 
wisdom in this direction as well as in all others, and that we may profit thereby. There 
are none perfect—no, not one. 

In connection with the subject of the annual lectures, it has frequently occurred to 
me that some improvements might be made in the matter of providing eligible seats 
thereat to the members of the Society and their families. I would respectfully suggest 
for your consideration that a necessary number of the alternate rows of seats be reserved 
up to a given time, say five minutes preceding the commencement of a lecture, for the 
exclusive use of members and their families, who would be provided with special tickets 
therefor; and it might also be further provided that the seats so reserved should be 
assigned by lot to the several members of the Society during the lecture course, or for any 
portion thereof, as might be deemed most advisable. If some such arrangement could be 
perfected, it would obviate the necessity, now so frequently resorted to by the membership, 
of an attendance at the lecture hall thirty to forty minutes prior to the commencement of 
a lecture, in order that an eligible sitting may be obtained, while at the same time no 
injustice would be done to the friends of the Society, who are always welcome, and would 
have at their command an equal number of desirable sittings, receiving them on the same 
conditions as at present, of “ first come, first served.” May I not ask, also, that the special 
invitations extended by the committee to past and present officials of the Society to occupy 
seats on the platform on the occasion of our lectures be more generally responded to in 
the future than heretofore, it being not only due to the committee as a courteous recogni- 
tion of the invitation, but also to the credit of the Society —for if any representation of the 
organization is to take place on such occasions it should be well done, by a creditable 
display of numbers. 

And now, in referring briefly in the last, though not in the least place, to the 
operations of the Building and Sinking Fund Committee, it is with pleasure I express my 
veneration and regard for that worthy departed brother, whose wisdom and deep 
solicitude for the enduring welfare of the Society led him to propose the creation of that 
fund, through whose agency and its skillful management, by an able and faithful committee, 
the Society was enabled so successfully to accomplish the long and oft-expressed desire of 
so many of its members, that a more appropriate location and a suitable building for a 
head-quarters be provided for the Society and the great work it has in hand; and I trust 
our efforts will not rest here, but that we will continue to foster and enlarge this worthy 
feature of our Society, until it shall be its privilege and duty to occupy a location, with a 
building thereon inferior in its design, construction, and adaptation to its purposes and 
needs to no other in America, from and through which it will diffuse in every direction its 
benefits to all the industrious and producing classes of this vast city, taking its proper 
position, and receiving the deserved recognition of “the leading Society of the great 
metropolis.” 

During the past year several important amendments have been made to the By-Laws 
of the Society, after a protracted discussion and mature consideration thereof; and 
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although in some of the proposed changes there was naturally a difference of opinion as to 
their advisability, on the whole I hope the results will prove satisfactory to the member- 
ship generally, and I have no hesitation in saying that the By-Laws of the Society, as they 
exist to-day, have my most hearty approval, and will receive at my hand, I trust, a wise 
and liberal interpretation, as I doubt not they will from the members an earnest support, 
notwithstanding the known and established reputation of the Society for its general 

opposition to all radical changes in its organization, laws, or usages. . 

Brothers, changes in this world are necessary and imperative, and constantly taking 
place, being wisely ordained by the Creator of all things as a proof of man’s inferiority to 
his Maker; for when man can create an imperishable object, or produce a literally perfect 
specimen of his handiwork, whether it be the result of his mental or physical labor, which 
will require no change, improvement, or addition for all futurity, then he can safely lay 
claim to have arrived at a state of perfection heretofore unknown, and to be endowed, like 
his Creator, with the power of immortality. 

I earnestly desire that the several members of the various committees that may, this 
evening, be appointed by the Society, will zealously endeavor to be present at all its 
meetings, in order that they may become the better acquainted with its needs and desires, 
and thereby act intelligently on all the subjects referred to them, as the success of any 
organization depends materially upon the attention given and the interest shown in its 
affairs in all its details, by the various officers and working committees thereof. 

My worthy predecessor very properly called your attention to the incongruities 
arising from the period appointed by the charter of the Society as the time for holding the 
annual meeting, and the provision of the late By-Laws, designating the time of appoint- 
ment of the various Standing Committees, resulting in a’confusion and embarrassment at 
times, that it was desirable to obviate, if possible. This difficulty has been partially, if not 
entirely remedied by the amended By-Laws; but, in this connection, I have a thought to 
suggest for your future consideration, in the leisure moments you may have between the 
present time and when it may become necessary to again apply for a further extension of 
the privileges conferred upon this incorporation by the charter it holds from the people of 
the State of New-York, and that is, in view of the change and separation annually, to a 
greater or lesser extent, of the several Standing Committees—in the midst, as it were, of 
their work of a season, by which it devolves upon one body of members to inaugurate, 
and another (their successors) to carry out or complete a system or plan of work with 
which both parties may not be in perfect unison and accord. I refer more especially to 
the School and Library Committees, and the Committee for Promoting and Disseminating 
Literary and Scientific Knowledge. In the case of each of these committees, the work for 
their respective customary terms or natural seasons is arranged for and carried forward 
by the members of those committees of different years, as thus: These said committees for 
the present year will enter upon their several duties with a policy and system for their 
guidance and control in existence as established by their predecessors, and whether in 
harmony with their views or not, they cannot wisely change the same, if they would, for 
months in the future. 

Would it not be well, therefore, to change, in a proper and lawful manner, the date of 
the annual meeting from January to June or July, when a more natural beginning and 
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ending of the seasons of work of the Society would seem to be? I leave the subject to 
your careful consideration. 

In conclusion, permit me to congratulate the Society upon the present year, being the 
first in its history, of the absolute freedom (to all entitled to participate therein) of the 
privileges and advantages of acquiring knowledge and education through its schools and 
libraries and reading-rooms. 

Boys and girls, men and women, old and young, with simply the badge of industry 
on their breast, may now freely enjoy, to their hearts’ content, the benefits and pleasures to 
be had from most excellent and well-managed schools, well supplied and ever-growing 
libraries and reading-rooms, and all without money and without price. 

Brothers, rejoice and be glad, for ye know not what good ye do. 

Finally, I beseech you all to sustain me in my humble efforts to promote the interests 
and welfare of this grand and noble Society, kindly overlooking my short-comings and 
pardoning my errors, ever remembering “ that to err is human, to forgive divine.” 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT ALEXANDER GAW. 
DELIVERED JANUARY 13TH, 1880. 


BROTHERS: In a review of the past, and carefully looking over what has been said to 
this Society by those who have so recently preceded me in the position which, by your 
kindness, I have this day the honor to occupy, there is little room left whereby I can intro- 
duce to you an improvement that would advance the interest and welfare of this Institution 
better than to suggest a careful perusal of the wise and correct views of my predecessors ; 
containing, as they do, all the advisement necessary appertaining to each department of 
this Society. 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


In their annual report you will find, by a reference to it, a correct financial statement 
of all that comes under their supervision and care. 

I would recommend, in consequence of a large amount of bonds held by the Society 
being called in by the General Government, although a reinvestment of the same has been 
made, at a reduced rate of interest, thereby materially decreasing the income of the Society, 
it behooves us that economy should be exercised in all the different departments. 


THE COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS. 


By untiring diligence to their duty, they have fully given, in their Annual Report, a 
strict account of their doings, showing that they have thoroughly investigated the condition 
and circumstances of each applicant and pensioner, relieving and supplying the wants of 
the sick and needy brother, the widows and orphans of deceased members. This, then, was 
the primary and commendable object of the founders of this association. Brothers, to do 
good and distribute, forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
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THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


In their Annual Report, give a full and satisfactory account of an improvement in 
each branch of the School intrusted to their care and direction, showing that its progress 
will reach a standard of excellence exceeding any of previous years. 

Having employed competent teachers for the Architectural, Mechanical, and Free 
Hand Drawing Classes, likewise the Writing and Book-keeping Class (as usual this Class 
is composed chiefly of young men employed in counting-houses), I regret to say, there are 
few mechanic apprentices. 

The Female Drawing Classes are well attended by an industrious and select class of 
pupils, under the tuition of a lady teacher, competent for the position, the instruction being 
of two kinds — drawing from ornament and casts. 

A reference to the Committee’s Report will give the particulars as to the number of 
scholars in each department. 

THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


In their Annual Report the following satisfactory result is given, showing with what 
care the books contained in the Libraries have been loaned out to the various readers: The 
whole number of volumes in the Apprentices’ and De Milt Libraries August 30th, 1879, 
57,462; number of readers for the season, 7,894, of whom 3,371 were boys, 3,601 were 
girls, 661 were journeymen, sales-ladies, and teachers; 261 to members and their families, 
being 88 more than last year. 

Number of volumes used for the season, 156,261, all which have been returned but 27, 
being the smallest number ever reported lost. 

The Reading-Room of the Library is attended by a class of readers, averaging daily 
95, or 28,634 for the season. 


THE LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 


Have proved themselves equal to the trust confided to them. The subjects selected 
for the course this season are instructive and interesting, affording the members and their 
families the pleasure of hearing some of our most talented men in Lectures and Readings. 
This sufficiently compensates the Society for the outlay so freely granted the committee for 
such purposes, and gives to all a lively interest to be present on each occasion, filling the 
hall with an attentive and intelligent audience. 


THE BUILDING AND SINKING FUND COMMITTEE, 


Always looking after the present and future welfare of the Society, adding yearly to 
the Sinking Fund the surplus the Society has to spare. This in due time will reach the 
required object, and eventually build up the future greatness of this Institution, on a new 
location, with a new hall of sufficient dimensions that will answer all our-purposes. 


THE AUDITING COMMITTEE, 


Their reported examination of the different accounts, for the past year, furnishes the 
Society a complete and satisfactory result, proving how faithful and careful the financial 
condition of the Society stands, and is accounted for. 
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Brothers, in conclusion, I sincerely thank you for this honorable token of your 
kindness, believing and trusting that you will extend to me that support which is so requi- 
site and necessary for me to ask. Continuing in this hope, I shall use my utmost endeavor 
to discharge the responsible duty appertaining to the office of President of this honorable 
Society, which has been so providentially blessed, guided, as it has been, by the wise coun- 
sel of its members. Jointly let us continue to do our duty as brothers, like the founders 
of the Institution, and God will bless us and sustain us to carry on the good work com- 
mitted to our careful and just direction. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT JOHN BANTA. 
DELIVERED JANUARY IITH, 1881. 


BrotTHers: Another year of grace has just passed away, and what I hope will be still 
another to us all has just begun, and by your kind favor I have been called upon during 
its continuance to preside over our Society. 

In thanking you for this honor, I must also express our common thanks for the con- 
tinuance of renewed prosperity and activity in almost every branch of trade, business, and 
manufacture in our country and city, which so nearly affects the welfare of every one of us. 

The first thing which should occupy the thoughts of all good men, on crossing the 
threshold of a new year, is the consideration of the manner in which their influence and 
power of doing further good can be most extended and enlarged, and their usefulness and 
respect in the eyes of their fellow-men most increased. 

Now, so let it be with us, and let these matters have our serious attention at this time 
in our Society. 

How can we best carry out, in the broadest spirit, its intended aims and usefulness, 

and do the most good to the greatest number of all those entitled to receive benefit from 
us? Let us try and briefly make a few suggestions toward answering this question. 

Now, it is a common saying that Americans have no grandfathers, but, however this 
may be, it certainly does not apply to us, for if we look at the original act of our incorpo- 
ration of March 14th, 1792, we will find, that one hundred and sixty-five mechanics and 
tradesmen of this city are represented as having associated themselves together under the 
style of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York. At 
that time, from an examination of the best authorities upon the subject, it will be found that 
the population of the City of New-York was something under forty thousand. By the 
recent census, taken last year, under direction of the Federal authorities, its present popu- 
lation is about one million two hundred and fifteen thousand. In this same proportion of 
increase, for I do not think that in the progress of invention and skilled labor that the 
number falling within our definition of mechanics and tradesmen has diminished propor- 
tionately, but has rather increased, consequently our Society should number about five 
thousand members; but what will you say when I remind you that instead. of this, our 
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total number at present is only about seven hundred. Instead of having, in eighty-eight 


years, kept pace with and increased, like our population, about thirty-fold, it has only risen 
from one hundred and sixty-five to about seven hundred. In the ten years just passed, 
the initiations and deaths reported have been as follows: 


Initiations. Deaths reported. 


1871 : : : ‘ : i ; ‘ 23 16 
1872 : ‘ ‘ : : : . ; 15 14 
1873 : : . d poe : : 14 II 
1874 : : . : ; : : 5 18 17 
1875, : : ; : ; : . : 26 16 
1876 : ; ‘ 5 : : - : 14 IO 
1877 : ‘ , ; : 3 : ; 9 5 
1878 ' ; : ; 3 , ' é 26 13 
1879 . : ; : : : : , 14 18 
1880 : : ; : i E ; ‘ 14 10 


A total of 173 initiations and 130 deaths, leaving an apparent gain of only 43; but as 
it is not believed that all the deaths have been reported, the real gain is probably under 
this last figure. 

So we see that the trouble is not that we have not had enough grandfathers, but that 
the grandfathers have not had enough grandchildren. 

Can we, in this great metropolis of the western world, be considered as fulfilling our 
mission, when out of the tens of thousands in our million and.a quarter of people, of those 
who are proud in the true dignity of labor to call themselves mechanies and tradesmen 
(that is, men skilled in a trade), we can only muster on our membership roll about seven 
hundred. 

Are we exerting sufficient energy ? Are we all heartily at work? Are we keenly and 
positively alive to the importance of increasing our membership, and thereby making our 
influence more widespread ? Are we opening up the store-house of knowledge and infor- 
mation in our library ? Are we diffusing the magic of instruction in our schools ? 

We often notice, in these days, business firms, with the word “ Limited” after their 
names, but our Society was evidently not intended to be one of that class, for our pre- 
decessors in the trusts confided by the Legislature of this State, you will observe, were 
incorporated as “ The General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen.” ‘There is nothing 
“Limited,” or special, or peculiar about us; we are the “ general” society, that is, the society 
for all. The very last clause of our original charter is to the effect, that it was a “ public 
act,” and was to be “construed in all Courts and places benignly and favorably, for every 
beneficial purpose therein intended.” 

Having put our hands to the plow, let us not turn back; let us not be content with 
letting well-enough alone. 

Let every one of us strive to increase our membership, and to bring within our ranks 


-all those, especially of the younger men, who, by industrious habits and good character, 


are qualified to be received among us. Let us make personal effort to accomplish this great 
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result. Those of us who have numbers in our employ, others of us who have many friends 
and acquaintances, can surely, with a little individual and united effort, double or even 
treble our membership within a comparatively short time. If there are any obstacles in the 
way, let us consider what can be done to remove them, remembering that, “‘ whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” 

Turning once more to that old charter’s text—there is nothing like sticking to the 
text—we find that the act is entitled “An Act to incorporate the Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, for charitable purposes”; to enable our incorpo- 
rators and their successors “ more beneficently to carry into effect their charitable inten- 
tions”; and, that our Society was formed “ for the laudable purposes of protecting and 
supporting such of our brethren as, by sickness or accident, may stand in need of assist- 
ance, and for the relief of the widows and orphans of those who may die leaving little or 
no property for their support”; and again we read further on, that certain things were 
to be done, “to the end that the funds of the said corporation may never be diverted to 
any other than the charitable purposes for which the institution has been expressly made 
and created.” 

I am, of course, well aware that the Legislature subsequently passed acts in our 
interest, extending our power to use the funds for the establishment, support, and main- 
tenance of our School and Library, but I call your particular attention to what was the 
original intent and object in the formation of our organization. 

Now, these charitable and benevolent purposes, it seems to me, should be ever upper- 
most in our minds, in considering how we may best fulfill our duties and responsibilities in 
connection with our Society. 

The difficult task which our able and painstaking Pension Committee has undertaken, 
in looking after the many deserving cases of misfortune and necessity arising from sickness, 
accident, or death, which come to their attention, has been self-sacrificingly and kindly per- 
formed by them. They deserve all praise, and while thanking them, we cannot but stop to 
inquire after this first reminder of the intentions of our predecessors, whether or not, we 
cannot do still more in this same direction. This noble branch of our work appeals to the 
hearts and sympathies of every one of us. With no feeling but of the humblest gratitude 
for the good fortune with which so many of us have been blessed, let us remember that 
even as God has increased our store, so should we remember the poor, the sick, and the 
needy of our brothers and their families, 

In the consideration of these matters, I am sure that each and every one of you has 
but the same disposition as myself, and that is, to do all we can in the way of suggestion, 
assistance, and such actual work as may be necessary under our present, and, in many 
respects, excellent system, to assist our indigent members and their families. 

The annual reports of our different Standing Committees, the Finance, School, 
Library, Pension, Literary and Scientific and Building and Sinking Fund Committees, and 
of our Treasurer, will be presented with the usual carefulness and completeness of detail, 
relating to their various offices. I shall not refer to them now at any length, as they will 
be printed and distributed for more thorough examination among all that may desire them. 
They show the results of earnest and circumspect labor on the part of those of our brothers 
specially engaged upon them, and will be well worthy of being read and preserved. 
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Brothers, it is gratifying to know that the financial affairs of the Society are in a 
healthy condition, and that during the past year no disaster to, or shrinkage of its income 
of consequence has occurred, but the Society is steadily adding to its permanent fund. It 
is proper that your attention should be again called to the desirability of changing the 
date of our annual election, and the time of appointing our several committees, to some 
time in the month of December, so that these events may happen and the new officers be 
installed in office for the ensuing year before our fiscal and calendar years begin. By 
making such a change, considerable embarrassment would be removed. 

I would refer to a subject in which we all take a pardonable pride, and that is, the his- 
tory of our Society, which, as most of you are doubtless already aware, was, under a reso- 
lution offered and passed about three years ago, referred to the Literary and Scientific 
Committee to take into consideration the advisability of having the history of the Society 
written from its formation. That committee afterward, under authority given to them, 
employed our secretary to write such a history, who, having completed it, has read the 
manuscript before a committee selected for that purpose from the Literary and Scientific 
Committee, and, I understand, it gives general satisfaction to all who have heard it read; 
so much so, that they desire to have it printed and bound in a fitting manner. I would be 
happy to indorse such favorable action as you may think proper to take in this matter. 

Brothers, let us heartily resolve to do all in our power and means to push forward and 
extend the grand opportunities before us of enlarging the usefulness, welfare, and benefi- 
cence of our ancient and yet ever-young Society, so that when we come to give place to 
those who are destined to succeed us in our trusts, we may have the consciousness that 
we have not done those things which we ought not to have done, but that we have indeed 
done, one and all of us, all those good works which we ought to have done: 


ARBRPEHND TX. S:, 


CHARTER 


Of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York. Passed April 3d, 1811. 


Wuereas, The Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, by 
their memorial presented to this Legislature, have set forth and represented that the act 
passed the 14th of March, 1792, by which said Society was constituted a body corporate 
and politic, will, on the first Monday of April, which will be in the year of our Lord 1812, 
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expire and cease by its own limitation; and whereas, said Society, by their memorial, have 
prayed for a renewal and extension of the term of their incorporation, and likewise to have 
the charter so amended as to enable them to conduct their affairs with prudence, safety, 
and propriety ; therefore, 


1. BE IT ENACTED by the People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, That John J. Labagh, Jacob Lorillard, Peter Sharpe, John Slidell, James 
Hopson, Philip Arnold, and their present associates, and all persons being mechanics or 
tradesmen, and resident within the city and county of New-York, who hereafter shall be 
members of the said Society, shall be, and hereby are ordained, constituted and declared 
to be one body, corporate and politic, in fact and in name, by the name of “ The General 
Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” until the first Monday in 
April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three ; and that by that name they and their 
successors, for the term aforesaid, shall and may have succession, and shall be persons in 
law capable of suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering and being 
answered unto, defending and being defended, in all courts and places whatsoever, in all 
manner of action and actions, suits, complaints, matters, and causes whatsoever; and that 
they and their successors may have a common seal, and may change and alter the same at 
their pleasure; and, also, that they and their successors, by the name of “The General 
Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” shall be in law capable 
of purchasing, holding, and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the public use of 
the said corporation: Provided, that the lands, tenements, and hereditaments, which it 
shall be lawful for the said corporation to hold, shall be only such as shall be requisite for 
the purpose of erecting a house or hall thereon in which to meet and transact the business 
of the said corporation, or such as shall have been dona fide mortgaged to it by way of 
security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts previously contracted in the course of its 
business, or purchased at sales on judgments which shall have been obtained for such 
debts: And provided, also, that the amount of the real and personal estate which the said 
corporation are hereby enabled to hold shall not at any one time exceed the sum of two 
hundred thousand dollars. 

2. And be it further enacted, That the officers of the said corporation shall be a Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, and a Second Vice-President, a Treasurer, Secretary, and Collector, 
who shall hold their offices for one year, and shall be citizens of this State, and be elected 
the second Tuesday in January in every year, at such time of the day and at such place 
in the City of New-York as shall be fixed and ascertained by the By-Laws of the said 
corporation ; that all elections of the said officers, or any of them, shall be by ballot; and 
such person who shall have at any election the greatest number of votes given at such 
election as President shall be President; and in like manner the person who shall have the 
greatest number of votes as Vice-President shall be Vice-President ; and in like manner 
the person who shall have the greatest number of votes for Second Vice-President shall be 
Second Vice-President ; and in like manner the person who shall have the greatest number 
of votes as Treasurer shall be Treasurer; and in like manner the person who shall have 
the greatest number of votes as Secretary shall be Secretary ; and in like manner the per- 
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son who shall have the greatest number of votes as Collector shall be Collector. And the 
said officers shall hold their respective offices for one year, and until others shall be 
chosen in their places: that if any vacancies shall happen among the said officers by 
death, resignation, or removal, such vacancies shall be filled, for the remainder of the year 
in which they may happen, by a special election for that purpose, to be held in the same 
manner as the annual elections are made, at such times and places as shall be provided for 
and determined by the By-Laws of the said corporation. That John I. Labagh shall be 
the President of the said corporation, Jacob Lorillard Vice-President, and Peter Sharpe 
Second Vice-President, John Slidell Treasurer, James Hopson the Secretary, and Philip 
Arnold the Collector thereof, who shall hold their offices respectively until the second 
Tuesday in January next, and until others shall be chosen in their places. 

3. And be it further enacted, That in case it should at any time happen that an 
election of officers should not be madeé on any day when, pursuant to this act, it ought to 
have been made, the said corporation shall not, for that cause, be deemed to be dissolved ; 
but it shall and may be lawful on any other day to hold and make an election of officers, 
in such manner as shall have been regulated by the laws and ordinances of the said cor- 
porations, 

4. And be it further enacted, That all elections and all meetings of the said corpora- 
tion shall be made and held in a place certain, to be fixed and determined by the By-Laws 
of said corporation; and that all such elections and meetings of the said corporation, so 
to be held as aforesaid, twenty-five members thereof, including the President (or, in his 
absence, the Vice-President, or, in his absence, the Second Vice-President; and, in case 
of the absence of the officers aforesaid, a chairman shall be chosen to preside at such 
meetings), shall be considered a quorum of the said corporation, and shall have full power 
to do and transact all the business thereof. 

5. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation, and their successors, shall 
have full power to make and prescribe such by-laws, rules, ordinances, and regulations as 
to them, from time to time, shall appear needful and proper, touching the management and 
disposition of their stock, property, estate, and effects, for the purposes aforesaid; and 
touching the meetings of the said Society, both special and ordinary, except the second 
Tuesday in January in every year, which is hereby declared to be the annual meeting of 
the Society, and touching the duties and conduct of the officers of the said corporation, 
and touching the election of officers, and all such other matters as appertain to the busi- 
ness, ends, or purposes for which said corporation is by this act instituted, and for no other 
purposes whatsoever: Provided, that such by-laws, rules, and regulations be not repugnant 
to the Constitution or the laws of the United States, or of this State. 

6. And be it further enacted, That all persons, citizens of the United States, being 
mechanics and tradesmen, and resident within the City and County of New-York, desiring 
to become members of the said corporation, shall be proposed by at least two members 
one meeting previous to his or their election, which shall be by ballot, and determined by 
two-thirds of the members present at such election; that then he or they so elected, on 
paying into the hands of the Treasurer such sum as the corporation by their By-Laws 
shall direct, provided the same shall not exceed the sum of ten dollars, shall have his or 
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their names inserted in the General Register, and shall be entitled to all the privileges and 
benefits arising therefrom. 

7. And be it further enacted, That the said Society shall have full power and authority 
to expel disorderly members; that is to say, if any member shall be convicted of any noto- 
rious, scandalous, wicked practice, such members shall be expelled the Society; and any 
member refusing or neglecting, for eighteen months, to pay his monthly dues, shall, on 
conviction thereof, be expelled the Society; and all members thus expelled shall forfeit all 
right and title to the benefits arising from the Society: Provided, nevertheless, that three- 
fourths of the members present shall be required to vote for the expulsion of a member ; 
and provided always, that whenever a charge is brought against a member he shall be 
thereof notified in writing and requested to appear to answer to the complaint exhibited 
against him, at the then next monthly meeting of the Society ; and any member who shall 
be convicted as aforesaid, refusing or neglecting to attend when duly notified, shall be 
expelled the Society. 

8. And be it further enacted, That in case the aforesaid Society shall at any time 
appropriate or apply its moneys or funds, or any. part thereof, except so much thereof as 
may be necessary for the repairs of any buildings which may belong to the said corpora- 
tion, or for the payment of the Treasurer or Secretary thereof, or for other charges 
expressly incidental to the management of the funds thereof, or for the payment of the 
debts of the said corporation, to any use other than the support of indigent members of 
the said corporation, or the widows or children of any person having been a member 
thereof, and shall be thereof convicted by due course of law, that thenceforth the said cor- 
poration shall cease, and the real and personal estate whereof it may then be seized and 
possessed, shall then vest in the people of this State. 

g. And be it further enacted, That this act be and is hereby declared to be a public 
act, and that the same shall be construed, in all courts and places, benignly and favorably 
for every beneficial purpose therein contained. 

ro. And be it further enacted, That the act, entitled “An act to incorporate the 
Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, for charitable purposes,” 
passed 14th March, 1792, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 


AN ACT 


To renew and amend an Act, entitled “An Act relative to the General Society of Mechanics and 
Tradesmen of the City of New-York.” Passed April Ist, 1856. 


The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact 
as follows: 


§ 1. The act entitled “An Act relative to the General Society of Mechanics and 
Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” passed April third, eighteen hundred and eleven, as 
amended by the several acts relating to said Society, subsequently enacted, is hereby 
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renewed and extended to the first Monday in April, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety. 

§ 2. The first section of the act incorporating the said Society, passed April third, 
A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eleven, is hereby amended, and the said corpora- 
tion are hereby authorized and enabled to hold an amount of real and personal estate, 
which shall not at any one time exceed the sum of five hundred thousand dollars. 

§ 3. The third section of the act passed February eighteenth, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-three, entitled “An Act to renew and amend an act entitled ‘An Act 
relative to the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,’” 
passed April third, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, is hereby amended, so as to 
read as follows, viz. : 

The initiation fee for the admission of a member of said Society shall be such sum as 
the said corporation shall direct, provided it be not more than fifty dollars; and the said 
Society may set apart and appropriate, in their discretion, any portion of their funds, 
together with such donations or bequests as may from time to time be made for that pur- 
pose, toward the promotion and diffusion of literary and scientific knowledge. 

§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately after its ae and the Legislature may, 
at any time thereafter, alter, modify, or repeal the same. 


AN ACT 


To Confirm the Title of Certain Real Estate Belonging to the General Society of Mechanics and 
Tradesmen of the City of New-York. Passed April 12th, 1860. 


The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact 
as follows : 


1. The title of the lands, tenements, and hereditaments, lawfully owned and held by 
the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, according to 
the provisions of the act of its incorporation, passed March fourteenth, seventeen hundred 
and ninety-two, now owned and held by the corporation bearing the same name and title, 
created by the act passed April third, eighteen hundred and eleven, and renewed and 
amended by the several acts subsequently enacted, is hereby vested and confirmed in the 
said “The General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York,” their 
successors and assigns. 

2. Nothing whatsoever in this act contained shall be constructed to impair, alter, or 
modify the right, title, interest, or lien of any person or persons of, in, or to the said lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments lawfully created or acquired prior to the enactment of 
this act. 

3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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AN ACT 


To amend Chapter one hundred and thirteen of the Laws of eighteen hundred and eleven, entitled 
“An Act relative to the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York.” 
Passed April 30th, 1881. 


The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact 
as follows: 


§ 1. Section two of Chapter one hundred and thirteen of the Laws of eighteen hun- 
dred and eleven, entitled “An Act relative to the General Society of Mechanics and Trades- 
men of the City of New-York,” is hereby amended to read as follows : 

§ 2. The officers of the said corporation shall be a President, Vice-President, and a 
Second Vice-President, a Treasurer, Secretary, and Collector, who shall hold their offices 
for one year from the first day of January first ensuing after their election, and shall be elected 
on the first Wednesday in December in every year, at such time of the day and at such 
place in the City of New-York as shall be fixed by the By-Laws of the said corporation ; 
that all elections of the said officers, or any of them, shall be by ballot, and such person 
who shall have at any election the greatest number of votes given at such election for 
President shall be President; and in like manner the person who shall have the greatest 
number of votes for Vice-President shall be Vice-President; and in like manner the per- 
son who shall have the greatest number of votes for Second Vice-President shall be Second 
Vice-President ; and in a like manner the person who shall have the greatest number of 
votes for Treasurer shall be Treasurer; and in like manner the person who shall have the 
greatest number of votes for Secretary shall be Secretary ; and in like manner the person 
who shall have the greatest number of votes for Collector shall be Collector; and the said 
officers shall hold their respective offices for one year, and until others shall be chosen in 
their places; that if any vacancies shall happen among the said officers by death, resigna- 
tion, or removal, such vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of the year in which they 
may happen by a special election for that purpose, to be called and held in the same man- 
ner as the annual elections. ‘The first annual election after the passage of this act shall be 
held on the first Wednesday in December, eighteen hundred and eighty-one. 

§ 3. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby 
repealed. 

§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 


STATE OF NEw-YORK, Re 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE, = 


I have compared the preceding with the original law on file in this office, and do 
hereby certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, and of the whole of said 
original law. 

Given under my hand and the seal of office of the Secretary of State, at the City of 
Albany, this third day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one. 

Anson S. Woop, 
Deputy Secretary of State. 
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BY-LAWS. 
Adopted October 5th, 1881. 
ARTICLE I. 

§ 1. All meetings of this Society shall be held at Mechanics’ Hall. The annual 
meeting shall be held on the second Tuesday in January, at 8 o’clock p. m., and regular 
meetings shall be held on the first Wednesday in each month (except the months of 
January, July, and August) at 8 o’clock p. M. 

§ 2. Twenty-five members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

§ 3. Whenever seven members shall deem it expedient to have a special meeting, they 
shall signify the same in writing to the President, specifying the purpose thereof, who shall 
thereupon direct the Secretary to call such special meeting, and to notify the members of 
the time and objects thereof. No business shall be considered or transacted at such meet- 
ing, or at any other special meeting, except such as may have been specified in the call 
for such meeting. 

§ 4. When the first Wednesday in any month occurs on a legal holiday, the meeting 
shall take place on the Wednesday following. 


ARTICLE II.— Elections. 

§ x. At the regular meeting in November, or as soon thereafter as may be, three 
members shall be appointed by the presiding officer as inspectors of election, to receive, 
canvass, and estimate the votes given for President, Vice-President, Second Vice-President, 
Treasurer, Secretary, and Collector, at the next annual election. 

§ 2. The poll for election shall be opened at 4 o’clock p. M., on the day of the regular 
meeting in December, and closed at 7 o’clock p. M., and the inspectors shall give noticé of 
its closing at least fifteen minutes preceding. Immediately on closing the poll they shall 
proceed to canvass the votes, and, on completing the same, shall certify over their signa- 
tures the result of such canvass, which certificate, provided a quorum of members be 
present, shall be reported to the Society at its meeting held that evening, and upon its 
appearing by such certificate that the balloting has resulted in a lawful choice of officers of 
the Society for the ensuing year, it shall be the duty of the presiding officer to qualify the 
several officers elect, in the following order and manner, to wit: 

1. The President. 

2. The Vice-President and Second Vice-President. 

3. The Treasurer and Secretary. 

4. All other officers elect who may be present. 

The presiding officer shall be assisted by two ex-presidents, or other members of the 
Society, whom he shall appoint for such purpose, and the ceremonies shall consist of — 

1. Presentation of the officer or officers elect to the presiding officer, who will instruct 
him or them in their several duties. 

2, Acceptance of the official position, with its duties and responsibilities, by the officer 
elect. 

3. The presiding officer shall then declare that the officers thus qualified shall assume 
their several positions, and commence the discharge of their official duties on the first day 
of January, next ensuing. 
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4. During the ceremonies the brothers will stand, and no brother will enter or leave 
the Hall. 

§ 3. In the event of no quorum being present at the December meeting, the certifi- 
cates of the inspectors shall be deposited with the Secretary, who shall immediately notify 
the officers elect, and request their written assent, which, with the certificate, shall be 
registered on the minutes, and the said officers who assent to their election shall assume 
and enter upon the discharge of their several duties on the first day of January, next ensu- 
ing, the same as if they had been formally qualified, with the exception of the Treasurer, 
who shall not enter upon the discharge of his duties until his bond has been accepted by 
the Society. 

§ 4. Special elections for filling vacancies shall be held in the same manner as are the 
annual elections, and on the day of a regular meeting of the Society not more than two 
regular meetings after such vacancies shall have occurred, and the Secretary shall notify 
the members thereof at least one week previous to the time of such election. 


ARTICLE III.—The President and Vice-Presidents. 


§ 1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the Society ; to 
preserve order and decide all questions, subject, however, to an appeal to the Society. He 
shall not vote on any question unless the Society be equally divided. 

§ 2. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall preside and perform the 
duties of the President; and, in the absence of both the President and the Vice-President, 
the Second Vice-President shall in like manner preside and perform the said duties; and 
in the event of all the said officers being absent, the Society shall appoint a President fro 
tempore, who shall perform all the duties incident to the office. 

§ 3. The President of the Society shall be ex oficio a member of the School Com- 
mittee and of the Committee for Promoting and Disseminating Literary and Scientific 
Knowledge; the Vice-President ex officio a member of the Library Committee; and the 
Second Vice-President ex officio a member of the Finance Committee. 

§ 4. The President is authorized and empowered to vote in the name of the Society 
on any corporate stock owned or held by it at all elections for trustees or directors of any 
such corporation. 


ARTICLE IV.—The Treasurer. 


§ 1. Before the Treasurer enters upon the duties of his office, he shall annually give a 
bond to the Society, with two approved sureties, in a sum not less than twenty thousand 
dollars, for the faithful performance of the trust reposed in him, which bond shall be 
deposited with the Finance Committee. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and safely keep, in such manner 
as shall be directed by the Society, all deeds, mortgages, or any titles to property belong- 
ing to the Society; also certificates of stock, bonds, and all other evidences of debt, as 
may be received for the benefit of the Society; to collect the rents, the interest of any 
money secured by bond and mortgage, the dividends on the stock held by the Society, the 
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initiation fees, and generally all moneys due the Society, the collection of which is not 
otherwise provided for. 

§ 3. All moneys received by the Treasurer for or on account of the Society shall be 
deposited by him in the name of the Society, with his signature and that of the President, 
in such bank or trust company as may be designated for that purpose by the Finance 
Committee, with the approval in writing of the President of the Society ; provided, always, 
that the Society may at any time instruct said committee and President, or otherwise direct 
them relative thereto. 

§ 4. The Treasurer shall pay quarterly the salaries of the Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Door-keeper, also all bills that may be ordered paid by the Society, and all specific orders 
drawn on him in pursuance of any resolution of the Society, and likewise pay out of 
their respective annual appropriations all drafts issued and all bills incurred for legitimate 
expenditures by the several Standing Committees, upon being presented to him, duly cer- 
tified by the Chairman and Secretary of the Committee. But no money of the Society 
shall be drawn from any bank or trust company in which the same may be deposited, 
except on a check signed by him as Treasurer, and countersigned by the President of the 
Society, said check being made payable to the order of the person or persons to whom it is 
to be paid, except the pensioners and employés of the Society, who, as well as all bills not 
exceeding ten dollars each, may be paid in money, the same to be drawn by check to the 
order of the Treasurer, and countersigned by the President of the Society. 

§ 5. He shall keep, in suitable books, separate accounts with every piece of property, 
and with all stock and other securities owned by the Society, with every committee or 
fund, and with every individual or firm that may be at any time indebted to the Society. 
Said accounts shall be written up and posted on or before every quarterly meeting of the 
Society.. Said books shall be kept in the safe of the Society, at Mechanics’ Hall, and shall 
at all suitable times be accessible to any officer of the Society, and to the Chairman of 
each of the Standing Committees. He shall also be ex officio a member of the Finance 
Committee, and also ex officio a member and the Treasurer of the Building and Sinking 
Fund Committee. 

§ 6. He shall report at the annual meeting in January, and quarterly thereafter at 
regular meetings, the amounts paid on account of the several Standing Committees, the 
state of the finances and funds, and subjoin his own account thereto, for the inspection of 
the members. He shall also report at the annual meeting in January a full account of all 
moneys received and disbursed by him, from all sources and for what purposes, from 
the first day of January to the thirty-first day of December, inclusive, of the year preced- 
ing, with a statement of the financial condition of the Society; and for his services he 
shall be allowed a compensation of seven hundred and fifty dollars per annum, payable 
quarterly. 

§ 7. He shall surrender to his successor at the annual meeting in January, or as soon 
thereafter as he shall be qualified to act as Treasurer, all moneys, bonds, mortgages, and 
other properties in his possession belonging to the Society. 

In the absence of the Treasurer, the presiding officer shall appoint a Treasurer fro 
tempore. 
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ARTICLE V.— The Secretary. 


§ 1. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend every meeting of the Society, and 
in his absence or inability to act, the presiding officer shall appoint one of the members as 
Secretary pro tempore. 

He shall keep minutes of all proceedings, and correctly record the same in a book 
provided for the purpose. 

He shall also record copies of all reports made to the Society, in a book provided 
for that purpose; and shall file and number all original papers, resolutions, and other 
documents. 

He shall also keep a book wherein each member’s name and occupation shall be 
inserted, in such order and manner that it will appear when admitted, expelled, died, or 
withdrawn, which book shall be the General Register of the Society. 

He shall notify, without delay, each person elected a member of the Society, of such 
election ; and on the election of any member to an office shall give him due notice thereof. 

When any committee has been appointed, he shall furnish to the member first named 
thereon a written list of the names of the several members appointed to constitute the 
same, and a copy of the resolution or subject referred to them. 

When a motion is made and seconded, he shall record the name of the member by 
whom it is made. 

He shall cause due notice to be given to the members of all the meetings of the 
Society. 

He shall be allowed for his services five hundred dollars per annum, payable quar- 
terly. 

§ 2. The seal of the Society shall be kept by the Secretary, and used for the purpose 
of sealing all certificates of admission, and such other papers as the Society may direct, 
by resolution, to be executed under their seal. 

§ 3. The plates for the certificates of membership shall be kept by the Secretary, and 
each member shall be entitled to a certificate, dated from the time of his initiation. 

§ 4. All books, reports, documents, papers, etc., appertaining to the office and duty of 
Secretary, shall be kept by him in the safe of the Society, and shall not be taken from his 
possession ; but any member may, at all suitable times, have liberty to examine and make 
extracts from them at the place where they are kept. 


ARTICLE VI.—The Door-keeper. 


A Door-keeper shall be appointed by the President, who shall attend all the meetings 
of the Society, and during the sessions shall permit no person, except a member, to enter 
the meeting-room without the consent of the presiding officer, and he shall receive for his 
services three dollars for each meeting of the Society which he attends. 


ARTICLE VII.—Standing Committees. 


§ 1. The Standing Committees of the Society shall be a Finance Committee, a Com- 
mittee on Pensions, a School Committee, a Library Committee, a Committee for Promot- 
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ing and Disseminating Literary and Scientific Knowledge, a Building and Sinking Fund 
Committee, and an Auditing Committee. 

§ 2. No member shall serve on more than one of the Standing Committees at the 
same time, except as provided in these By-Laws. 

§ 3. The President (or, in his absence, the officer presiding) shall, at the annual meet- 
ing of the Society, or as soon thereafter as possible, nominate, and, with the consent of the 
Society, appoint five members to constitute the Finance Committee; eight to constitute 
the Committee on Pensions; twelve to constitute the School Committee; twelve to con- 
stitute the Library Committee; twelve to constitute the Committee for Promoting and Dis- 
seminating Literary and Scientific Knowledge; four to constitute the Building and Sinking 
Fund Committee; and three to constitute the Auditing Committee, all of whom shall 
serve one year, and until others are appointed in their places. 

§ 4. At the annual meeting in January of each year, or if from any cause such meet- 
ing should not be held, then at the next meeting thereafter, appropriations for the current 
year shall be made of such sums as may then be deemed sufficient for the payment of their 
legitimate and authorized expenditures, and within the means of the Treasury, for the 
Finance Committee, the Committee on Pensions, the School Committee, the Library Com- 
mittee, the Committee for Promoting and Disseminating Literary and Scientific Knowl- 
edge, and the Building and Sinking Fund Committee, which amounts so appropriated shall 
be set apart and, so much thereof as may be necessary, used by the Treasurer for the pay- 
ment of the bills received by him for the respective several Standing Committees entitled 
to such appropriations. 

§ 5. It shall be the duty of the Finance Committee, the Committee on Pensions, the 
School Committee, the Library Committee, the Committee for Promoting and Dissemi- 
nating Literary and Scientific Knowledge, and the Building and Sinking Fund Committee, 
and they are hereby required, to report to the Society at the annual meeting in January, 
and quarterly thereafter, an account of their receipts and expenditures during the preced- 
ing quarter. 

Said committees shall also severally make, at the annual meeting of the Society in Janu- 
ary, a full report of their receipts and expenditures and of their transactions during the 
year ending on the thirty-first day of December preceding, stating therein the actual con- 
dition of their respective departments, and all such matters as may be necessary to enable 
the Society to form an accurate judgment of the results of their operations. Said annual 
reports, or a copy thereof, together with a copy of the annual report of the Treasurer, 
shall be referred to the Finance Committee, which committee shall prepare and report to 
the Society, at the regular meeting next ensuing, a statement of the financial condition of 
the Society, with estimates of the probable receipts into and demands upon the Treasury 
during the ensuing year; and shall embody in said statement such of the matters from the 
annual reports of the several committees as they may deem suitable for publication. Said 
statement shall be printed for the use of the members. 

§ 6. All moneys received by any officer, committee, or member, for or on account of 
the Society, shall be forthwith paid to the Treasurer of the Society. 


392 GENERAL SOCIETY OF 


ARTICLE VIII.—The Finance Committee. 


§ 1. The Finance Committee shall take charge of all buildings and lands belonging 
to the Society, and shall appropriate, subject to the approval of the Society, so much of 
Mechanics’ Hall to each of the several Standing Committees as may be necessary for the 
proper discharge of their respective duties and trusts. They shall cause the property of 
the Society to be properly insured, and direct and superintend all ordinary repairs and 
inexpensive necessary alterations thereto, and shall report such extraordinary repairs and 
improvements as they may deem expedient to be made, with estimates of the expense 
thereof, and, when approved by the Society, they shall direct and superintend the same. 

‘They shall procure all necessary supplies for the general use of the Society, and for 
the heating, lighting, and cleaning of Mechanics’ Hall, and shall audit all bills incurred for 
their legitimate and necessary expenses, transmitting the same, duly certified by the Chair- 
man and Secretary, to the Treasurer of the Society for payment. 

§ 2. They shall have power to invest from the current funds of the Society such 
amounts as they may elect in United States, New-York State, and City bonds, and shall, 
at the next regular meeting of the Society, make full report of such investments. 

§ 3. They shall submit at the annual meeting in January a statement of the probable 
receipts and expenditures of the Society for the ensuing year. 


ARTICLE IX.—The Committee on Pensions. 


§ 1. All applications made to this Society for relief, either personally or by petition, 
shall be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

It shall be the duty of the said committee to inquire into the circumstances of every 
member, or of the widow, orphan, or orphans of any deceased member who may apply for 
assistance. 

§ 2. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the committee that the situation 
or circumstances of any member who has applied for relief is such that he will require 
assistance for more than one year, or during his natural life, it shall be their duty to report 
to the Society, for its concurrence, a specific sum, which, in their opinion, ought to be 
granted as a yearly pension to such member; which pension, if concurred in by the 
Society, shall be paid by them in the same manner and at the same periods that other 
pensions are paid. 

They shall register in a book, to be kept for that purpose, the names of the pen- 
sioners, and the names and ages of their children, and shall pay at stated periods their 
pensions as herein provided, except, when on investigation it shall appear to be actually 
necessary for the welfare of the pensioner or his family, the amount of the same may be 
paid in such installments and manner as the committee may deem most judicious. 

§ 3. The widow, orphan, or orphans of any member, being in indigent circumstances, 
shall be entitled to receive assistance agreeably to the following regulations: 

1. All widows on the pension list shall be allowed fifty-two dollars per annum, so 
long as, in the judgment of the committee, or of the Society, their circumstances are such 
as to require the aid of the Society. 
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2. All widows, being pensioners, and having children under the age of fifteen years, 
shall be allowed the sum of twenty dollars per annum for each child, which allowance may 
be continued, if deemed necessary by the committee, although the widow may have again 
married. 

3. When a child, whose mother is on the pension list, shall arrive at the age of 
fifteen years, the pension of the widow for such child shall cease. 

4. Every child having no parents living, and who shall be entered on the pension list, 
shall be allowed the sum of forty dollars per annum, until it shall arrive at the age of 
sixteen years; the said money to be paid to the guardian of the child, or such other 
person as the committee shall approve. 

5. No arrearages of pensions shall be paid for a longer period than one year. 

§ 4. The Committee on Pensions shall investigate and report thereon, at least once in 
each year, into the circumstances of the several pensioners of the Society, in order that 
they may obtain a knowledge whether they are proper objects of its bounty, and should 
so continue. 

§ 5. When, during the recess of the Society, applications are made to the committee, 
by pensioners or others, either for relief or for funeral expenses of a deceased brother, his 
widow, or orphan children, or when such applications have been referred to them, it shall 
be their duty to make careful investigation of the circumstances of the person or persons 
by whom or in whose behalf the applications have been made; and if it shall appear that 
the applicants are entitled to relief, and the circumstances are such as will not admit of the 
delay necessary to make a formal report thereof to the Society, then it shall be lawful for 
them to make a donation of relief of a sum not to exceed twenty dollars in any month for 
each case, or toward funeral expenses of a sum not to exceed one hundréd dollars in each 
case. And it shall be their further duty to report to the Society, at its next meeting 
thereafter, the amount of every such donation, with the names and circumstances of the 
several persons to whom and in whose behalf they were made. 

§ 6. The office for the quarterly payment of the pensioners of the Society shall be in 
some appropriate room in Mechanics’ Hall. 

§ 7. The committee shall report (at the annual meeting) to the Society the names of 
all persons relieved, and the amount paid to each, which report shall be read in detail. 

§ 8. The committee will transmit to the Treasurer of the Society for payment all bills 
incurred by them, duly audited and certified by their Chairman and Secretary. 

§ 9. The Pension Committee shall have the management and control of the burial 
plot at Cypress Hills Cemetery belonging to this Society. 

They shall permit the interment therein upon their decease, and upon application 
therefor, of any member, or member’s wife, widow, or minor children. ; 


ARTICLE X.—The School Committee. 


§ x. It shall be the duty of the School Committee to take charge of, and to super- 
intend the interests of the school; to judge the qualifications of, and to employ and 
discharge teachers or other persons therein engaged; to make rules and regulations for 
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the admission of scholars and the government of the school, and to cause the school to be 
visited at each session by one or more members of the committee. 

§ 2. Members of the Society, minor children of members, or of deceased members, 
apprentices, journeymen mechanics, artisans, females employed at any legitimate business, 
and unemployed persons under sixteen years of age, shall be entitled to the gratuitous 
privileges of the school, under such rules and regulations as may be established by the 
committee and approved by the Society. 

§ 3. All bills for expenditures incurred by the committee shall be duly audited and 
certified by the Chairman and Secretary, and transmitted to the Treasurer of the Society 


for payment. 
ARTICLE XI.—The Library Committee. 


§ 1. It shall be the duty of the Library Committee to take charge of, and to superin- 
tend the Apprentices’ and De Milt Libraries and the reading-rooms, and to establish 
rules and regulations for the government thereof; to employ and discharge the Librarian 
and other persons therein engaged; to supply the libraries and reading-rooms with such 
publications as may be deemed suitable, also the necessary stationery, printing, and bind- 
ing, within the amount of their appropriation, and to visit the libraries and reading-rooms 
each day when open, by one or more of its members. 

§ 2. The members of the Society, their wives and children, the widows and children 
of deceased members, persons employed as apprentices, journeymen mechanics, draughts- 
men, artisans, teachers employed in the schools of the Society, males under eighteen years 
of age employed at any legitimate business, and all females likewise so employed, shall be 
entitled to the free privileges of the library and reading-rooms, under such rules and regu- 
lations as may be established by the committee and approved by the Society. 

§ 3. The committee will transmit to the Treasurer of the Society, for payment, all 
bills incurred by it, duly audited and certified by the Chairman and Secretary. 


ARTICLE XII.—The Literary and Scientific Committee. 


§ 1. Such appropriations as may be made to the Committee for Promoting and 
Disseminating Literary and Scientific Knowledge shall be applied by the committee for 
the procuring of suitable persons to deliver lectures or readings, or for imparting knowledge 
by such other modes as the committee shall judge most suitable to promote the objects of 
the Society in the moral and intellectual improvement of its members and their families. 

§ 2. All bills incurred by the committee shall be duly audited and transmitted to the 
Treasurer of the Society for payment, certified by the Chairman and Secretary. 


ARTICLE XIII.—Building and Sinking Fund Committee. 


It shall be the duty of the Building and Sinking Fund Committee to receive all 
appropriations, donations, or bequests to the Building and Sinking Fund that may be 
made by the Society, its members or other persons, securely and promptly investing the 
same in the name and subject to the order of the Society, in such a manner and in such 
securities as the Society may direct or approve, stating in detail, in their quarterly and 
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annual reports, the amount of such fund, the manner of its investment, and any receipts or 
disbursements on account thereof since the previous report. 


ARTICLE XIV.— Auditing Committee. 


§ x. It shall be the duty of the Auditing Committee, immediately after their appoint- 
ment, to examine the books and accounts of the Treasurer and Secretary, also the deeds 
and leases of property, bonds, securities, certificates of stock, money on deposit, and all 
other evidences of property belonging to the Society, and they shall make a full and 
detailed report of the result of such examination at the next meeting of the Society. 

§ 2. All reports, with the accompanying vouchers, from any officer or committee per- 
taining to the receipt or disbursement of moneys, shall be referred to said committee for 
examination and report thereon. 

§ 3. Any bills for necessary expenses incurred by this committee shall be certified by 
the Chairman and Secretary, and transmitted to the Finance Committee for payment. 


ARTICLE XV.—The Library Fund. 


§ x. All donations, devises, and bequests, which may be made to the Society for the 
use, maintenance, and extension of the Apprentices’ Library and Reading-rooms (unless 
otherwise directed by the parties making them), together with such sum or sums of money, 
or such property as the Society may from time to time designate for that purpose, shall 
constitute a separate and permanent fund for the said purpose, to be called the “ Library 
Fund”; and the interest or income thereof, alone, shall be applied for the use, maintenance, 
and extension of the said library and reading-rooms, and in such manner as may from time 
to time be directed by a vote of the Society. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of said fund, and from time 
to time, as he may be directed by a vote of the Society, invest the same, and all contribu- 
tions and appropriations therefor, in good and sufficient security. And the interest and 
income arising therefrom shall be annually appropriated and applied for the use, mainte- 
nance, and extension of the before named Library and Reading-rooms, in such manner as 
may from time to time be directed by a vote of the Society. And it is hereby made his 
duty to lay before the Society, at the annnal meeting (or oftener, if so required to do by a 
vote of the Society), a separate and exact report of the condition of said fund, setting 
forth, in a particular manner, the amount thereof, the income arising therefrom, and the 
nature of the securities in which the same may be invested. 


ARTICLE XVI.—Transfer of Real or Personal Estate. 


Whenever a resolution to sell, mortgage, or lease any real estate belonging to the 
Society, or to sell or transfer any of its personal property (exceeding in value the sum of 
five thousand dollars), shall be regularly brought before the Society, it shall lie on the table 
till the next regular meeting, or a special meeting, should such be called; and it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary, at least three days previous to said meeting, to send to each 
member, whose place of residence he can ascertain, a written or printed notice that such 
resolution has been moved. 
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ARTICLE XVII.— Removal of Officers and Members of Committees. 


Any officer of the Society, or member of any committee, who willfully or persistently 
neglects to perform or discharge the duties appertaining to his position, or while acting as 
such officer or member of committee shall be guilty of conduct disgraceful or unbecoming 
to his position, or disreputable to his associates or the Society, may be removed as such 
officer or member of committee by a three-fourths vote of the members present at any 
regular meeting of the Society, provided charges duly specifying the offense alleged against 
the officer or member of committee shall be preferred in writing by one or more members 
of the Society, at a regular meeting thereof, a copy of which charges shall be served upon 
the officer or member of committee so charged at least twelve days previous to the Society 
taking any action thereon, providing for his removal, and which shall be done only after 
an opportunity for defense has been afforded the officer or member of committee so 
charged. 


ARTICLE XVIII.—Admission and Initiation. 


§ x. The art or trade of every person proposed as a member of this Society shall be 
entered by the Secretary on the minutes of the meeting at which such proposition is made. 
All propositions for membership shall be made at a regular meeting, and balloted for at 
the next regular meeting; and the Society shall in no case proceed to ballot for such person 
as a member unless four brothers shall have previously vouched for his character at the 
time of his being proposed, as it relates to industry, honesty, and sobriety; and also for 
his being a mechanic or tradesman, and a citizen of the United States. The votes of two- 
thirds of the members present at any meeting of the Society shall be necessary for his 
admission. 

§ 2. Every person elected a member of this Society shall, within three regular meet- 
‘ings thereafter, apply for the purpose of being initiated; and in case any person so 
elected shall neglect to apply within the time aforesaid, his election shall, by such neglect, 
become void. 

§ 3. Every person admitted a member of this Society shall pay to the Treasurer, upon 
his initiation, the sum of fifty dollars, and affix his signature to the General Register of the 
Society. 

§ 4. All persons who are in waiting for the purpose of being initiated shall be intro- 
duced to the Society by two brothers, previously appointed by the President or presiding 
officer as Masters of Ceremonies for that evening. The Masters of Ceremonies will 
announce their approach at the door of the hall by three distinct raps, which will be 
answered by the President with two strokes of his gavel; the brothers will thereupon 
rise, while the Masters of Ceremonies present the member or members elect to the 
presiding officer for initiation, who will then address them as follows : 


FELLOW-CITIZENS: 


In accordance with our charter, you have been elected a member of this incorpora- 
tion, the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York. This 
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is the result of the testimonial which we have received of your character. Let sobriety, 
industry, and integrity continue to be the ornaments of your name. 

To relieve the unfortunate, the widow, and the orphan, was the primary and com- 
mendable object of the founders of this association. Its usefulness has since been 
extended by the establishment of a Library and Reading-rooms, with a school for the 
instruction and improvement of the apprentices and others of our city. 

It is expected that you will lend your aid to these laudable purposes, and promote 
with your brethren the honor and welfare of the institution. 

We welcome you as a brother! a delightful union where the bond of friendship is 
benevolence. 

You will now inscribe your name on the General Register of the Society, in whose 
behalf I tender you the right hand of fellowship. 


ARTICLE XIX. 

These By-Laws, or any part thereof, may be suspended at any regular meeting of the 
Society by the unanimous consent of the members present, but such suspension shall not 
continue in force beyond the commencement of the next regular meeting; they may also 
be altered, amended, or repealed at any regular meeting of the Society, provided that two- 
thirds of the members present vote in favor thereof, and provided also that such proposed 
alterations, amendments, or repeal have been duly proposed in writing at a previous regular 
meeting. 

All previous By-Laws of the Society are hereby repealed. 

These By-Laws shall take effect immediately. 


) 


ORDER OF BUSINESS AND RULES OF ORDER. 


first. The President shall take the chair at the appointed time, and call the meeting to 

order, and, a quorum being present, the business shall proceed in the following order : 
1. Reading the Minutes. 

. Reading of Communications to the Society. 

. Balloting for Members. 

Proposition of Candidates. 

. Initiation of Members. 

Reports from the Treasurer. 

Reports from the Secretary. 

Reports from Standing Committees. 

Reports from Special Committees. 

. Unfinished business. 

. Motions for the benefit of the Society. 


al 
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Second. Every member wishing to speak shall rise and address the President. 

Third. When two or more members rise at once, the President shall name the mem- 
ber who is entitled to the floor. 

Fourth. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question, if objected to, 
unless he shall have obtained permission from the Society. 


398 GENERAL SOCIETY OF 

LJifth. No motion shall be debated or put unless the same be seconded. When a 
motion is seconded, it shall be stated by the President before debate, and every such 
motion shall be reduced to writing, if the President or any member desire it. 

Sixth. All reports from committees shall be in writing, and signed by the Chairman 
and Secretary thereof, but nothing herein shall prevent a minority of a committee from pre- 
senting a report, which may be read and considered after the majority report has been 
read. 

Seventh, After a motion is stated by the President, it shall be in possession of the 
Society ; but it may be withdrawn, by consent of the Society, at any time before decision 
or amendment. 

Eighth. When a question is under debate no motion shall be received but to adjourn, 
to lie on the table, the previous question, to postpone, to commit, or to amend; which 
several motions shall have precedence in the order here specified. The motion for adjourn- 
ment shall always be in order, and decided without debate. 

LVinth. The previous question shall be in this form: Shall the main question be now 
put? It shall only be admitted when demanded by five or more of the members present, 
and its effect shall be to put an end to all debate, and bring the Society to a direct vote. 

Tenth. While the President is putting a question no member shall walk out of or 
across the room; nor when a member is speaking shall any one entertain private discourse, 
or pass between him and the chair. 

Eleventh, In filling up blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall be put first. | 


NAMES OF THE MEMBERS 


Of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the City of New-York, from the institution of 
the Society in the year 1785, to the 31st of October, 1881. 


(Deceased Members marked thus: *) 





* ALLEN, WILLIAM 1786 *ARCULARIUS, GEO. 1798 *ARMSTRONG, WILLIAM 

* ARDEN, JACOB J. *ALSTINE, ABRAHAM * ASH, WILLIAM 1810 
*ARDEN, JACOB *ANDERSON, ANDREW 1799 *ARROWSMITH, EDWARD 
*ANDERSON, ELBERT 1791 *ADRIANCE, SAMUEL P. 1801 *AMES, CHARLES 
*ACKERMAN, HENRY 1792 *ARCULARIUS, PHILIP I. * ARCULARIUS,. ANDREW M. 
* AMERMAN, PETER * ABRAHAMS, MOSES * ALLISON, PETER 

* ALLEN, STEPHEN * ANDERSON, ELBERT, Jr. * ACKERMAN, JOHN 

*AYMAR, JAMES, Jr. * ANTHONY, JOHN P. *ARCULARIUS, HENRY 1818 
*ALNER, JAMES *ARDEN, THOMAS S. 1801 ARROWSMITH, GEO. 1820 
*AUCHINCLOSS, JOHN 1793 *ALLEN, STEPHEN 1803. *ADAMS, WILLIAM 1821 
* ARMSTRONG, JAMES * ACKERMAN, JOHN * ANDREW, HENRY 

* ABBOTT, ABIJAH ._ *ALLISON, MICHAEL AYRES, WILLIAM 1822 
*ARNOLD, PH. 1795 *ARMSTRONG, JOHN 1804 *ALLENDER, WILLIAM N. 
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* ADAMS, DAVID 

* ASTEN, THOMAS 1823 
ABBOT, MICHAEL 1824 

* ARCULARIUS, P. I., Jr. 1825 
ACKERMAN, HENRY 


*ARNOUX, ANTHONY _ 1826 

* ANDERSON, HENRY 1828 
AGNEW, CORNELIUS 

* AIMS, PETER 1829 

* ALTHOUSE, SAM’L B. 1830 


* APPLEGATE, MATTHEW R. 
* APPLEGATE, ELIJAH 

* ACKERMAN, LAWRENCE 1831 
* ALLEY, SAUL 

* ARNOUX, GABRIEL A. 


* AIKMAN, ROBERT 1832 
ANDERSON, JOHN 1833 
* AIKMAN, HUGH 1835 
ACKERMAN, AB’M : 
(Mason.) 
ACKERMAN, es 
( Feweler.) 

* ADDISON, THOMAS 1836 
ADAMS, NATHANIEL E, 
ATKINSON, SAMUEL 1837 
ACKERMAN, JOHN R. 

* ADAMS, WILLIAM 
AVIS, WILLIAM T. 
ANDARIESE, JOHN 

* ALLEN, JOHN T. 

* AVERY, ELISHA L. 1838 

* ACKER, JACOB 1840 
AEBY, RUDOLPH 1841 

* ANDREWS, LORING 1846 
AYRES, ALBERT 

*AMERMAN, JOHN W. 
ADAMS, JOSEPH A. 1847 
ALLEN, JOHN 

* ARCHER, ISAAC H. 
ALVORD, CORYDON A. 1848 
ALLISON, MICHAEL, Jr. 

* AITKEN, JOHN 1849 
ARTHUR, WILLIAM C. 1850 

*ALVORD, ALONZO A. 1851 
ASH, JOSEPH H. 1852 
ALLEE, JOSEPH B. 
ANDERTON, RALPH L. 1853 


APPLETON, WM. H. 1857 


ARTHUR, WILLIAM H. 


ANDREWS, Wm. D. 
ALTHAUSE, JOHN J. 
ANDRwSS, AB’M A. 
AYRES, ABRAM 
ANDRUSS, CHARLES 
ANDRUSS, HENRY 


ANTHONY, HENRY T. 
ADAMS, WALTER W. 


ADAMS, HENRY 


ANDERSON, EDMUND 
ALEXANDER, GEO. W. 


ABENDROTH, JOHN 

ANDRUSS, NORMAN 
*BRYAR, WILLIAM 
*BROOKS, MICHAEL 
*BLOODGOOD, AB’M 
* BAKER, GARDINER 
*BROWER, JOHN 
*BYRNE, JAMES 
*BERTINE, PETER 
*BISSETT, JAMES D. 
*BROWNE, THOMAS 
*BUSH, EVERT 
*BENSON, BENJAMIN 
*BURLING, SAMUEL 
*BRUSH, GILBERT 
*BROWN, ROBERT 


*BORDETT, PETER, Jr. 


*BROWN, ANTHONY 
*BOGART, JOHN 


*BROWNE, NATHANIEL 


*BROWN, JOHN 
*BUNN, REUBEN 
*BARTON, WILLIAM 
*BUSSING, JAMES 
*BARBER, SILAS 
*BANCKER, GERARD 
*BURGER, JOHN 
*BERTINE, JAMES 
*BUSSING, WILLIAM 
*BALDWIN, JOHN 


*BRINKERHOFF, CORNS. 


*BADGLEY, JAMES 
*BUEL, JOHN 
*BIERMAN, JACOB 
*BATCHELOR, JOHN 


1865 


1866 
1871 


1872 


1875 
1876 


1877 
1878 


1879 
1881 


1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 


1792 


1792 


1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 


1798 
1800 
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*BUCKMASTER, GEORGE 
*BURRAS, GEORGE G. 
*BUSSING, JOHN 
*BALL, JOHN T. 
*BROWER, DAVID A. 
*BAEHR, DANIEL 
*BROWER, JAMES 
*BROWER, JOHN D. 
*BARKER, JOSHUA 
*BOSCAWEN, JOHN 
*BERRIAN, CORNELIUS P. 
*BELL, JAMES 1802 
*BRUEN, MATTHIAS 
*BROWN, CHRISTIAN 
*BOGART, ADRIAN A. 
*BROWER, JACOB 
*BAKER, DANIEL 
*BERDAN, DAVID 
*BOGERT, PETER 
*BROWER, NICHOLAS 
*BROOKS, JAMES 
*BLOSSOM, ELISHA 
*BRAYNIN, GEORGE 
*BURTIS, ARTHUR 
*BAIN, JOHN W., Jr. 

* BLOODGOOD, JOHN 
*BLAKE, ROBERT 
*BRADFORD, WILLIAM 
*BERRIAN, RICHARD P. 
*BIND, CHARLES 
*BUTLER, AMOS 
*BOLTON, THOMAS 
*BARKER, JOSHUA, Jr. 
*BOSTON, ROBERT 
*BENEDICT, JAMES 
*BARKER, STEPHEN 
*BAKER, JOHN 
*BROWN, JOHN D. 
*BROWNE, CHARLES 
*BROOKS, REUBEN 
*BULOID, ROBERT 
*BIRDSALL, BENJAMIN M. 
*BUTLER, WILLIAM 
*BARKLEY, JAMES 
*BROWER, JOHN L. 
*BEDIENT, JOHN 

* BAKEWELL, WILLIAM 


1801 


1803 


1804 


1805 


I8Io 


1810 
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*BROWN, GEORGE W. 
*BROOKS, THOMAS 
*BERRIEN, DANIEL 
*BURK, JOHN 
*BURLING, LANCAS’R S. 
*BARNUM, IRA 
*BRUCE, JOHN M. 
*BURTIS, WILLIAM A. 
*BAXTER, PETER 
BALDWIN, G. M. 
BEADEL, JOSEPH W. 
*BARNES, SAMUEL S. 
*BLACKLEDGE, ADAM 
BROWER, JAMES 
*BOOKHOUT, JOHN 
*BURNETT, BENJAMIN 
*BUSSING, THOMAS 
*BROWN, ISAAC 
*BEADEL, MOSES 
*BARNES, JOSEPH N. 
*BREWSTER, JOSEPH 
* BAKER, ANSON 
*BINGLE, RICHARD H. 
BUNCE, HENRY 
*BARTLETT, CALEB 
*BETTS, JAMES E. 
BRIGGS, EDWARD F. 
BICKNALL, ISAAc I. 
BRAINE, DANIEL 
*BUDD, JOHN 
*BUNTING, JACOB P. 
*BOWNE, THOMAS P. 
*BARNES, WILLIAM H. 
*BIRDSALL, BENJAMIN 
*BRUCE, GEORGE 
*BOGERT, PETER J. 
*BROOKS, DANIEL 
*BANNING, ALPHEUS 
*BOYCE, GERARDUS 
*BUNTING, JOHN A. 
*BRANT, RANDOLPH 
*BENEDICT, SAMUEL W. 
*BENNET, DAVID L. 
*BRUNDAGE, JAMES H. 
*BALDWIN, CYRUS 
BERRIAN, JAMES 
*BROWNING, WILLIAM 
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1814 
1821 
1822 


1824 


1825 
1827 


1828 


1829 


1830 


1831 


1831 


1832 


1833 
1835 


BLACK, JOHN 
BENSEL, JAMES B. 
*BALMER, WALTER 
BROOKS, GEORGE 
*BROOKS, WILLIAM 
BARTLETT, JOHN 
BRUSH, BENJAMIN D. 
*BELLONI, LOUIS J. 
*BERRY, MARTIN R. 
*BAYLES, DANIEL S. 
*BROWN, BRITTAIN M. 
BUTLER, JOHN 
BURNS, THOMAS J. 
BURNS, MARTIN 
BROWN, WILLIAM 
BISHOP, JOSEPH 
BROWN, EDGAR M. 1839 
BERRIAN, AUGUSTUS F. 
BRADFORD, RICHARD J. 
BROWN, ALEXANDER 1840 
BLAUVELT, RICH’D D. 1840 
BoGGs, WILLIAM G. 
BRADLEY, WILLIAM C. 
BLOODGOOD, MATTHIAS 1841 
BREWSTER, JOSEPH B. 
*BELL, JOSEPH T. 
BALDWIN, MOSEs G. 
BULL, REUBEN C. 
BARTLETT, THOMAS 
*BRADY, WILLIAM V,. 
BOGERT, GILBERT J. 
BUCKLEY, JOHN 
BOGART, ANDERSON 
*BYRDSALL, FITZ WM. 
BUCHAN, JAMES 
*BROWN, CHARLES P. 
BULLARD, JOHN, Jr. 
*BLUNT, ORISON 
BUNTING, CHARLES T. 
BOUTON, LEwIs S. 
BOWMAN, SAMUEL S. 
* BAKER, CHARLES 
BOGARDUS, WILLIAM 
*BAKER, DANIEL 
BROWNE, GEORGE B. 
*BROWN, JOHN T. 
BIRKBECK, GEORGE, Jr. 


1836 
1837 


1838 


1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 


1846 


1847 


1848 


OF 


*BRADY, ARCHIBALD C. 
*BLACK, JOB L. 
*BONNEL, MAHLON 
*BOSCH, BERNARD 
BLOODGOOD, FREEMAN 
BELKNAP, JOSEPH 
*BOOTH, SAMUEL 
BOARDMAN, JOHN 
BRADFORD, NATHANIEL G. 


1849 


1850 


*BROWNING, THEO. 1851 
BARLOW, EDWARD 

BULL, JOHN B. 

BUCKNAM, EZRA 1852 
*BEALS, HORACE 1852 
BuRR, HENRY A. 1853 


*BARTHOLOMEW, FRED. H. 
BURKE, JOHN 1854 

*BRISLEY, WILLIAM J. 1855 

*BYRD, GEORGE J. 
BREMMER, ANDREW A. 


*BROWN, JOSHUA 1856 
BRIEN, TIMOTHY 1857 
BOGERT, ALBERT G. 
BOGERT, JACOB C. 1859 
BURNET, JAMES J. 

*BRANT, JOHN C. 

BERRIEN, WM. E. 1861 
BILLERWELL, GEO. B. 
BOGART, PHILIP E, 1863 
BoyD, HARKNESS 

*BROOKS, ELISHA 
BLACKENEY, WM. E. 
BOGERT, JAMES 1865 


BOGARDUS, ABRAHAM 
BLISS, JOHN E. 
BRUCE, DAVID WOLFE 
*BOYLE, JOHN C. 
BLACKLEDGE, BENJ. 
BURRAS, WILLIAM H. 


*BRown, E. D. 1867 
BEATTY, ROBERT 1869 
*BURNHAM, MANLY A. 
BuDD, JOHN J. 
BROWN, JACOB S. 1870 


BIRD, JAMES D. 
BURTNETT, HENRY B. 1871 
BANTA, JOHN 
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BAXTER, GEO. L. 
BRACHER, THOS. W. 
Boyce, DANIEL D. 
BLOODGOOD, AND’w D. 1875 
BURNET, GILBERT J. 
BOGERT, JOHN G. 


1872 
1874 


BARRETT, OLIVER 1875 
BROWN, JOHN J. 1876 
*BRENNAN, WILLIAM 
BLOODGOOD, WM. E._ 1877 
BORKEL, JOHN 

BESSEY, HENRY 1878 
BROWN, JOHN H. 

BOWES, CHARLES M._ 1880 


BLACKLEDGE, CHAS. E. 
BURKHARD, THOMAS 


BROWN, ALEX., Jr. 1881 
*CAMPBELL, JOHN 1786 
*CAMMERDENER, JOHN 1787 
*COLE, PETER 1789 


*CUNNINGHAM, RICH’D 1790 


*CHAMPLIN, SEABURY I79I 
*CROLIUS, JOHN 
*CULBERTSON, JAMES 1792 


*Cox, ROBERT 
*COVENHOVEN, HENRY 
*CRYGIER, AUGUSTUS. 
*CHEESEMAN, JOHN 
*CROMWELL, OLIVER 
*CRYGIER, CORNELIUS, Jr. 
*CONREY, PETER 
*CAMPBELL, JOHN (2d) 


*COOPER, FRANCIS 1793 
*CONNER, JOHN 
*CUNNINGHAM, DAVID 
*CARMER, NICHOLAS 
*CARTER, ROBERT 
*CAMPBELL, ALEX. 
*CHALK, RICHARD 1797 
*CAMPBELL, JOHN 1798 
*COLLIS, GEORGE 
*CRYGIER, JOHN C, 1799 
*COLLES, RICHARD 
*COLLES, JOHN 1800 
*CORNING, AMOS 
*CULLUM, GEORGE 1801 
*CHEETHAM, JAMES 1801 


*CANDELL, THOMAS 
*CROLIUS, CLARKSON 
*CHRISTIAN, CHAS. 
*CHAPMAN, JOHN 
*CAMERON, JOHN 
*CARPENTER, JACOB 
*CLARK, SAMUEL 
*CODDINGTON, ISAAC 
*CURTIS, ROBERT 
*CLARK, BENJAMIN 
*CRAIG, HECTOR 
*CORNELL, THOMAS 1805 
*CARTER, ADOLPH 1806 
*CRAWLEY, DEWSBURY I810 
*COUENHOVEN, CHRISTIAN 
*COx, WILLIAM 
*CHAPPLE, ANTHONY 
*CORSE, ISRAEL 
*CODDINGTON, MOSES 
*CROW, JOHN 
*CARTER, WILLIAM M. 
*CHEESEMAN, JOSEPH 
*CRUIKSHANK, WILLIAM 
*CONRY, JOHN 
*CONKLIN, GEORGE 
*CLARK, ALLEN 
CROLIUS, WILLIAM I. 
CLARK, SAMUEL 
*COLVILL, JOHN 
*CONOVER, STEPHEN 
*CONSTANTINE, THOS. 
*COLE, PETER W. 
*CARROLL, MATTHEW 
*CLARK, OLIVER L. 
*CAMERDEN, HENRY 
*CROSS, ISAAC 
*CHEESEMAN, WM. 
COLE, JOHN 
CONKLIN, JOHN 
*CASILEAR, JOHN 
*COREY, JOHN H. 
CIsco, PETER F. 
*COOPER, BENJAMIN 
*CLOVER, LEWIS P. 
*CHAPMAN, DARIUS 
*CHANDLER, ADONIRAM 
*COATES, EDWARD 


1802 
1803 


1804 


1811 
1821 


1822 
1824 
1824 


1825 


1826 
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*CARGILL, ABRAHAM 
*CLAYTON, EDWIN B. 
*CURTIS, JOSEPH 
*COx, JAMESON 
CHANDLER, DIMOND 
*CORNELL, GEORGE 
*CONNER, JAMES 
CORTELYOU, PETER C. 
Cox, JAcoB D. 
*CONELY, WILLIAM S. 
CAMPBELL, JAMES 
*CHALMERS, JAMES 
*COLGATE, WILLIAM 
*COSTAR, HENRY 
*CONNER, THOMAS 
*COLLINS, BENJ. S. 
*COMSTOCK, E. D. 
CRAWFORD, JOHN 
CARTER, SAMUEL 
*CHARDAVOYNE, THOS. C. 
*CARMAN, RICHARD F. 
CLAPP, HENRY W. 
*CLANNON, SIMON 
CONDIT, CALVIN 
*CUMMINGS, JAMES 
*COx, CHARLES 
CORT, NICHOLAS 
*COLES, THOMAS 
*CLUSSMAN, CHARLES L. 
CoIT, WILLIAM A. 1836 
CRANE, THOMAS 
CONKLIN, WILLIAM 
CROSBY, RANSOM 1836 
*CAMPBELL, FREEMAN 
*CONROY, THOMAS G. 
*COLWELL, TOWNSEND 
*CUMMINGS, Moopy 1837 
*CUMBERSON, ETHELBERT 
CAMP, OZIAS 
COLE, BARNET 
COOPER, PETER 


1827 
1828 
1829 


1830 


1831 


1832 


1833 


1835 


CRAIG, JOSEPH 1838 
*COGSWELL, HORACE 
*CARNLEY, THOMAS 1839 


CHASE, MATTHEW H. 
CONKLIN, CORNELIUS 
CUTTER, STEPHEN 
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CAMP, B. P. 1840 
CHATELLIER, JOHN 
*COBB, LYMAN 1841 


CURR, JAMES 
*CONOVER, GUSTAVUS A. 
CRAIGHEAD, ROBERT 1842 
COGER, DANIEL 
COOPER, OBADIAH 
COPLAND, JAMES 1843 
CORLIES, JOHN B. 1846 
*CURTIS, WILLIAM H. 
CURTIS, GEORGE A. 
*COLES, CORNELIUS 
*CATTERFIELD, WILLIAM F. 
*CHALMERS, THOMAS 1847 
CURRIER, NATHANIEL 
*COGER, JOHN, Jr. 
CUMMING, JOHN P. 
CAPE, JOHN J. 1848 
CRANE, JACOB B. 1850 
CRANE, WILLIAM 
CUNNINGHAM, FRANCIS 
*CUNNINGHAM, WILLIAM 
CASTREE, JOHN 
CUNNINGHAM, JAMES 1851 
*COLLIS, WILLIAM E._ 1851 
CONOVER, JOHN T. 
CHRISTY, THOMAS 1853 
CLARK, JAMES 1854 
*CHATTERTON, S. S. 1855 
CHURCH, ANDREW B. 
CRAIGIE, HUGH H. 1856 
COLT, AMos H. 
CORNELL, BIRDSALL 1857 


CONNOR, JOHN C. 1859 
COLLAMORE, EBENEZER 
CAUN, JOHN 1860 


CHAMBERS, JOHN H. 
CROMMELIN, EDWARD 1861 
CLAWSON, JOHN M. 
CODDINGTON, GEO. F. 1863 
CONNOLLY, WILLIAM 1865 
CORYELL, MIERS 
*CORY, WILLIAM H. 
*CARSON, JOHN C. 

COMBES, RICHARD CARMAN 
CORNELL, LUDLUM 


CALKIN, HERVEY C. 1866 


COAR, JOHN 

CASE, LEWIS R. 1867 
Crow, LANGSTAFF N. 
CUTTER, JAMES H. 1868 
COLWELL, JOSEPH 1870 


CHENEY, NATHANIEL 
COCHRAN, SAMUEL 
CHRISTIE, WM. H. 1871 


CASE, JESSE G. 1872 
CUNNINGHAM, R. A. 1873 
COCHRAN, JOHN S. 1874 
CHRYSTAL, JOHN 

Cory, Enos W. 1875 


CHAPMAN, HENRY R. 1876 
CAMPBELL, ANDREW J. 1878 
COLLINS, WILLIAM 1879 
CONOVER, ALONZO E. 


COGER, JOHN J. 1879 
CHRISTIE, ROBERT 1880 
CULGIN, GUY 
*DAVIS, RICHARD 1790 
*DE GRAUVE, WALTER 1791 
*Day, EDWARD 1792 
*Day, JOHN 


*DASH, JOHN B., Jr. 
*DEFOREST, THEODORE 
*DALLY, WILLIAM 
*DUFFIE, JAMES 
*DUYCKINCK, EVERT 
*DEMILT, THOMAS 
*DURHAM, ANDREW 
*DODDS, THOMAS 

*DOBBS, CHARLES 1796 
* DAVIS, RICHARD B. 1797 
*DAVIS, WILLIAM A. 1798 
*DAVIS, MATTHEW L. 1799 
*DE GROODT, SAMUEL 1800 
*DONALDSON, WM. 1801 
*DUYCKINCK, CHRIS. 
*DRISKEL, JACOB 

*DANDO, STEPHEN 1803 
*DINGEE, ROBERT 
*DISBROW, JOHN 
*DOOLITTLE, ELKANAH 1804 
*DEVOE, CHARLES 
*DEGROVE, ROBERT C. 1805 


*DODGE, ROBERT 

*DIXEY, JOHN 1810 
*DUVALL, WILLIAM 
*DUVALL, JOSEPH 

*DELANO, JESSE 

*DEL VECCHIO, JOSEPH 
*DOUGHERTY, JOHN 1820 
*DELAPIERRE, BARTH’W 


*DEPEW, JOSEPH 1821 
*DODGE, HOSEA 1822 
*DEGROVE, QUINCY C. 1824 

DUBOIS, JAMES 1825 


*DE MILT, BENJAMIN 1826 
*DALL, CHRISTOPHER H, 
*DIMON, JOHN 
*DURANDO, PAUL M.P. 1827 
*Dow, JOHN M. 
DURBROW, JOSEPH 
*DEMING, BARZILLAI 
*DE CAMP, ABRAHAM 1828 
*Day, MAHLON 1829 
*DEAN, WILLIAM E. 1830 
DEMAREST, DAVID N. 
*DOWNING, BENJAMIN 1831 
DoD, EZRA K. 
*DEAN, ENOCH 
*Day, JOHN 
*DaAy, WILLIAM 
DUNKLY, LEONARD 
*DIETERICH, DANIEL 1832 
DOUGLASS, ARNOLD 
*DOREMUS, JACOB I. 
DIMOND, ISAAC M. 
*Day, JACOB G. 1833 
DopD, JOHN M. 
DOUGHTY, ALBERT H. 
DAILY, JAMES 1834 
*DYE, CLARKSON 1835 
*DE LAMATER, JOHN 
DOWNING, ELIAS M. 1836 
*DUNHAM, HENRY R. 
DAWSON, JACOB H. 
*Day, SAMUEL S. 1837 
*DRAKE, THEODORE 
*DUNBAR, SAMUEL 
Dick, ARCHIBALD 
DyMOock, WILLIAM 
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*DUNCAN, FRANCIS 
~ DouGLAss, JOHN 
*DaAVIS, EZRA P. 


1838 


DE FOREST, GERARDUS 


DEMAREST, WM. H. 
DAVIES, JOHN M. 
DUDLEY, GILMAN 
DERBY, FREEMAN 
DUNHAM, JOHN B. 
DORRIAN, WILLIAM 


DELAMATER,CORN’SH. 


*DUFOUR, THOMAS 
DAVIDS, THADDEUS 
DRINKER, JOHN 
DUNCAN, FRANCIS 

*DENIKE, ABRAHAM 


1839 
1841 
1844 
1846 


1848 
1850 


1852 


*DEL VECCHIO, JAMES R. 


DEVOE, DANIEL M. 
DUBOIS, HENRY 
*DENMAN, ASHAEL A. 


DEDERICK, ZECHARIAH 


DICKINSON, JOHN B. 


DOUGHERTY, WILLIAM 


DAVIS, JESSE J. 
*DOSCHER, CLAUS 
DONALD, WILLIAM J. 
DOWNEY, JOHN 
Dosss, EDWIN 
DARRAH, ROBERT L. 
DUNKIN, JOHN T. 
*DIMOND, WILLIAM 
*DOYLE, CORNELIUS 
DIMOND, JAMES G. 
DRADDY, DANIEL 
DopD, JOHN M., Jr. 


DICKINSON, ABISHA S. 


DAVID, WILLIAM P. 
DOLLINGER, GEO. T. 
DEEVES, RICHARD 
DEANE, ROYAL E. 
DUNHAM, KIMBLE 
DUNHAM, LEWIS 
DOREMUS, JOHN C. 
DREW, JOHN N. 
DALY, CHARLES P. 
DOANE, FRANCIS W. 
DOWNEY, JOHN R. 


1853 
1854 


1855 


1856 
1859 


1864 
1866 


1868 
1870 


1873 


1874 
1875 


1878 
1878 


1880 


DREW, ORRIN H. 


DEMAREST, JOHN 1881 
*ELSWORTH, JOHN 1791 
*ELLIOT, JOHN 1792 
*EGBERT, JAMES 
*EDDO, JONAS P. 1794 
*ELSWORTH, JOHN W. 1796 
*EVERIT, WILLIAM 1802 
*E ARLE, THOMAS 1810 
*EMBURY, PETER 
*ENGLEHART, GEO. 1811 
* ERVIN, RICHARD 1812 
*ECKFORD, HENRY 1820 

EDGAR, JOHN 1821 
*ELDER, WILLIAM 1823 
*EGERTON, ABRAHAM S. 
*EARLE, SAMUEL 1824 
*EBBETS, JAMES 
*ELMER, CHARLES 1825 
*EVERSON, JOHN D. 1830 

ERBEN, HENRY 1831 

EDGERTON, ABEL T. 
*EICHELL, GEORGE 
*ELMENDORF, ALFRED 1834 

ELLIS, RICHMOND 1835 


*E ARLE, JOHN L. 
*EVERDELL, WILLIAM 
ESTLING, WILLIAM T. 1836 


*EVERIT, VALENTINE 1837 
ELDER, ROBERT 1838 
EMMONS, JOHN A. 

*EDMONDS, F. W. 1839 
EGAN, DAVID D. 

EDWARDS, THOMAS 1840 
EDSALL, JAMES 
ELSWORTH, JOHN 1843 

*ENDICOTT, GEORGE 1845 
EARLE, THOMAS 1846 
ELDREDGE, N. T. 1848 
ESLER, HENRY 

*EVANS, LEMUEL G. 1852 
EBBITT, WILLIAM 1853 
ESTERBROOK, WM. P. 1859 
EIDLITZ, MARC 1860 

*EDWARDS, JOHN 
ENGLIS, JOHN 1861 
ENGLIS, JOHN, Jr. 1868 
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EIDLITZ, LEOPOLD 1870 
EDWARDS, RICH’D T. 1872 
ELy, WILLIAM H. 1874 
EARLE, DANIEL D. 
ELLIN, ROBERT 1875 
EARLE, FRANK H. 1881 
*FURMAN, GABRIEL 1791 
*FURMAN, JOSIAH 1792 
*FAWPEL, JOHN 
*FINK, ADAM 
*FINK, ALEXANDER, Jr. 
*FURMAN, RICHARD 
*FERDON, THOMAS 
*F ACH, MICHAEL 1793 
*FARDON, THOMAS 
*FARDON, ABRAHAM _ 1796 
*FORSYTH, JOHN 1797 
*FROBISHER, WILLIAM 
*FITZPATRICK, JOHN 
*FORMAN, GEORGE 1798 
*FURMAN, JOB 1800 
*FENTON, PETER 
*FURMAN, JOHN 1801 
*FORBUS, PETER 1802 
*FORBES, WILLIAM G. 
*FREELON, ABRAHAM 
*FORD, LEWIS 1804 
*FLETCHER, DANIEL B. 
*FOOTE, THOMAS 
*FLEET, SIMON 1805 
*FAIRCHILD, THOMAS I8JO 
*FORMAN, AARON 
*FRANK, JACOB 
*FREEMAN, ISAAC R. 
*FORD, JOHN 
*FINCH, NATHANIEL 
FERDON, JOHN S. 1821 
*FULLER, BENJAMIN 1824 
*FULLER, ROBERT 1825 
*FLEMING, S. B. 1826 
FORSTER, ISAAC 
FAULKNER, JAMES C. 
*FOWLER, THEODORE 1827 


*FRASSE, HENRY F. 

*F ARRINGTON, BENJAMIN 
FARNHAM, CHARLES 1828 
*FANSHAW, DANIEL 1829 
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*FELT, DAVID 
FISHER, ALBERT 
FARDON, WILLIAM 


*FOSDICK, RICHARD B. 


FLANDROW, JOHN T. 
*FOSTER, JOHN 
FISHER, EVANDER D. 
*FICKET, FRANCIS 
FORDHAM, AUSTIN S. 
FERRIS, JOHN H. 
*FREEMAN, LORRAIN 
FRYER, ISAAC 
FREEMAN, ERASTUS 
FRISBY, WILLIAM 
FRANCIS, DANIEL 
*FIRTH, JOHN 
FISH, ORLANDO 
*FORD ISAAC 
*FARNHAM, GEO. W. 
*FRAZEE, ABRAHAM 
FURBUSH, S. B. 
FROST, SAMUEL 
FOWLER, ABRAHAM 
*FRANKLIN,-GEO. H. 
*FOx, EDWARD 
*F LENDER, JOHN P. 
FORD, PATRICK 
*FARR, WILLIAM 
*FREEBORN, WM. A. 
*FISHER, JOHN T. 
FORD, GEORGE W. 
*FURBUSH, SILAS S. 
FARMER, JOHN W. 
FELTER, ABRAHAM J. 
FELTER, JOHN J. 
FULTON, GEORGE 
FARRIN, OLIVER A. 
FERGUSON, WILLIAM 
FLOYD, JAMES R. 
FERNBACH, HENRY 
FELTER, JOSEPH W. 
FARRINGTON, Jos. T. 
FRITH, JOSEPH R. 
FELTER, JACOB A. 
FERDON, SAMUEL B. 
FAY, PATRICK H. 
FITCH, THOMAS J. 
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1830 
1831 
1832 


1833 


1834 


1835 
1837 


1839 


1840 
1841 


1844 
1845 
1846 


1848 
1849 
1850 


1851 
1852 
1856 
1857 
1859 


1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 


1870 
1871 
1874 
1875 


1876 
1881 


*GOODEVE, JOHN 
*GREENLEAF, THOS. 
*GOSMAN, ROBERT 
*GIBSON, ALEXANDER 
*GILES, ROBERT G. 
*GOULD, JOHN 
*GALLAUDET, PAUL 
*GARSON, THOMAS 
*GARLOCK, JOHN 
*GRIM, JACOB 
*GARDINER, MICHAEL 
*GILTZOW, WILLIAM 
*GRAFF, JOHN 
*GARDNER, HIRAM 
*GAINES, GEORGE W. 
*GRANT, RICHARD 
*GUNTON, MARK 
*GIBSON, JAMES 
*GEDNEY, ROBERT 


*GOODHEART, GEORGE 


*GARNSEY, LEVI 
*GOULD, STEPHEN 


*GREENARD, NEVINSON 


*GANTZ, FRANCIS, Jr. 
*GARDINER, TIMOTHY 
*GUION, ISAAC 
*GEIB, JOHN 
*GEIB, JOHN, Jr. 
*GODBY, ROBERT L. 
*GALBRAITH, ALLEN 
*GILCHRIST, ROBERT 
*GARDNER, JOHN F. 
*GANTZ, JOHN J. 
GUILLAUDEU, EMILE 
*GUMBS, EDWARD 
*GILLELAN, JOHN 
GRAY, JOHN, Jr. 
*GEER, SETH 
*GREIG, JAMES S. 
GUYON, HENRY G. 
GARRETSON, JAS. B. 
GILBERT, JOHN S. 
*GANTZ, JOHN IRWIN 
GURNEE, BENJAMIN 
GRIFFIN, CHARLES 
*GORSUCH, ROBERT 
GILLESPIE, JAMES 


1786 
1791 


1792 


1794 
1800 


1801 
1802 


1803 
1803 
1804 
1806 
1807 
1810 


1814 
1821 
1823 
1825 


1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 


1833 


1834 


GRIFFITH, EVAN 1836 
GEDNEY, SYLVANUS 1837 
GOWNEY, JAMES 
GRINNELL, BENTON 
*GASSNER, JOHN B. 
GORE, AMOS 
GILES, JOHN S. 1838 
GRANT, JAMES 
GARDINER, THOMAS 
GODINE, FRANCIS 1838 
GRIFFITHS, WILLIAM 1839 
*GILBERT, JOSHUA T. 
GRAFF, JOHN A. 1841 
GALE, WILLIAM 
*GIBNEY, MICHAEL 1842 


GAw, ALEXANDER 
*GLASIER, NATHANIEL S. 
GLASIER, RUSSELL W. 1848 
GETTEY, ROBERT P. 
*GROSZ, MICHAEL 1851 
*GENIN, JOHN N. 1856 
GEDNEY, WILLIAM H. 1859 
GOODWIN, CHARLES T. 
GALLIER, JOHN 
GREGORY, ROBERT A. 1860 


GRANT, ALEXANDER 1862 
GRIDLEY, EDWARD 1863 
*GROSZ, FREDERICK H. 
GOODWIN, FRANKLIN 1864 
Guy, PIERRE A. 1865 
GOURLAY, GEORGE C. 1866 
GREGORY, JAMES 1868 
GRANT, DONALD 1871 
GARDEN, C. HENRY 1872 


GERMOND, WELLINGTON 
GREEN, JOHN E. 

GRAY, WILLIAM H. 1873 
GALLOWAY, CHARLES 1874 
GUIDET, CHARLES 1875 
GEOGHEGAN, STEPHEN J. 


GALBRAITH, JOHN 1878 
GILLIES, JAMES 1879 
GOODRICH, LEROY L. 
GILLIES, JOHN 1881 
*HODGE, ROBERT 1786 


*HOPSON, WILLIAM 
*HAVILAND, CALEB 





MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN, 


*HITCHCOCK, DANIEL 1791 
*HOWELL, AARON 

*HELME, OBADIAH 1791 
*HARRISON, JOHN 1792 


*HALLET, JAMES 
*HALSTEAD, CHRISTOPHER 
*HAIGHT, BENJAMIN ,. 
*HYER, WILLIAM 
*HAFF, JOHN P. 
*HECKLE, DAVID 
*HASKINS, JOHN 
*HARWAY, LEWIS 
*HYDE, JOHN 
*HARDENBROOK, W. A. 1796 
*HATFIELD, ELIAS 
*HALLET, JAMES, Jr. 
*HYER, JOHN 
*HOGHLAND, WILLIAM 
*HAZARD, THOMAS 
*HALSEY, JACOB 
*HEISER, HENRY 
*HYSLOP, JOHN 
*HOWE, BRIGHAM 
*HUNT, JAMES 
*HOPSON, JAMES 
*HARTELL, ADAM 
*HAINES, ABRAHAM 
*HINTON, THOMAS 
*HAWS, GEORGE 
*HOPPER, JOHN, Jr. 
*HAIGHT, GILBERT 

* HOFFMAN, CORNELIUS 
*HINTON, JOHN W. 
*HOFFMAN, TOBIAS 
*HUNT, JOHN 
*HARTEL, CHRISTIAN 
*HELMS, JOHN E. 
*HERTTELL, WILLIAM 
*HUSTACE, STEPHEN 
*HANNIS, THOMAS 
*HAVILAND, ELIAS 
*HARNED, JONATHAN 
*HIGGINS, EDWARD 
*HATCH, ISAAC 
*HOLLAND, JOHN I. 
*HALSTEAD, PEARSON 
*HARPER, SAMUEL B. 


1794 


1797 


1799 
1800 


1801 


1802 


1803 


1805 


1810 
18Io 


*HARSIN, GEORGE, Jr. 
* HUTCHINS, SAMUEL 
*HAYNES, THOMAS 
*HEWITT, JOHN 
*HITCHCOCK, EDWARD 
*HATTRICK, PETER 
*HUMBERT, JONAS, Jr. 
*HAVEMEYER, F. C. 


*HUNN, JOHN 1812 
*HIGGINS, WILLIAM 1814 
*HUNTER, WILLIAM T. 1818 
*HART, JOSEPH C. 1820 
*HOWE, JEDEDIAH 1821 
HIGGINS, AMASA 
*HART, BENJAMIN F. 
*HUMBERT, JONAS 1822 


*HIGGINS, WILLIAM F. 1823 
*HAZLETT, JOHN 
*HENRY, PHILIP 
*HILLMAN, WILLIAM 
HOLMES, NATH’L B. 
*HIRLEY, JAMES 
*HAIGHT, NICHOLAS 
*HEISTER, ANDREW 
HAGEMAN, DANIEL 
HALSEY, LUTHER 
*HALSEY, DAVID 
HARSELL, WILLIAM 
*HOPPER, THOMAS 
HALL, FRANCIS 
*HARRIOTT, JAMES 
HowE, JOHN M. 
HALE, THOMAS 
HARRISON, THOMAS 
*HANNAH, GEORGE 
HOPKINS, PINE 
HATFIELD, ELIAS 
*HOE, ROBERT 
*HAGAR, WILLIAM 
*HAIGHT, JOHN G. 
HENDERSON, ROBERT 
*HOXIE, JOSEPH 
*HOWE THOMAS 
*HALLSTED, BENJAMIN 
HAYNES, HENRY 
*HARPER, JAMES 
HENDRICKS, AARON V. 1832 


1824 


1826 


1827 


1828 


1829 


1829 


1830 


1831 
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*HOYT, SEYMOUR 
HUMBERT, CHARLES H. 
*HARRISON, JOHN 
*HARTELL, CHRISTIAN 
HIGGINS, JOHN, Jr. 
*HILL, JOSEPH 
HURLICK, THOMAS C. 
HIDDEN, ENOCH 
HARKER, ABEL 
HOE, RICHARD M. 
HOGG, GEORGE 
*HINTON, WILLIAM 
HUMBERT, WILLIAM B. 
*HYATT, JOHN W. 
*HARLOW, JOHN 
*HARRIOTT, SMITH 
*HYDE, ZENAS 
HALL, ARCHIBALD 
*HILLSBURGH, CHARLES 
HOLMES, CHARLES M, 
HURRY, WILLIAM 


1833 


1835 


1835 
1837 


1838 


HOWE, JAMES L. 1839 
HARRIS, JOHN 
HALEY, THOMAS 1840 
*HALL, WILLIAM 
*HALL, ADAM 1841 
HOWELL, MELZAR 
HARKNESS, JAMES 1842 
HOE, ROBERT 1844 
*HENRY, ROBERT 1846 
HoGG, PETER 
HOWE, JOHN W. 
*HUTCHINSON, IRA 1847 
*HoytT, AZOR 1848 
* HATFIELD, ROBERT G. 
*HERRING, SILAS C. 
*HATFIELD, AMOS F. 
* HOUGHTON, EDWIN 
HALL, CHARLES 
HOUGHTON, ELIJAH 
HARRISON, GEORGE 1850 
*HUGHES, JASPER W. 
HIcKs, WILLIAM S. 1851 
HENNION, DAVID 1852 
HALL, JAMES F. 
*HARING, ABRAHAM 1853 


HARDLY, JAMES 
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*HOE, JAMES C. 1854 HEPBURN, DAVID JOHNSON, JAMES B. 
HUTTON, ANDREW *IVERS, THOMAS 1786 *JACKSON, GEORGER. 1847 
HURLBUT, HENRY A. *TRELAND, WILLIAM H. 1792 JACKSON, JAMES L. 
HOWELL, JOHN S. *IRWIN, WILLIAM 1794. *JAMISON, JOSEPH 1848 
HELME, JAMES 1855 *IRELAND, GEORGE 1796 JOHNSON, GEORGE 
HUSON, ROBERT 1857 *ISAACS, ISAAC A. 1810 *JOHNSTONE, JAMES 1849 
Hay, ALLEN *IVERS, BEACH 1831 JENNINGS, WILLIAM T. 
HENRY, JOHN T. 1858 IvERS, ALFRED 1838 JEREMIAH, GEORGE A. 1850 
Hoyt, MARK 1859 *INGALLS, HENRY T. 1840 JOYCE, WILLIAM 
HOAGLAND, JOHN E. 1862 INGRAM, JAMES 1852 JARVIS, JONATHAN 1851 

*HAWLEY, OSCAR F. 1863 ISAACS, GUSTAVUS 1871 JAMES, SAMUEL M. 1854 
HERBERT, DANIEL *JONES, OWEN 1792 JACOBUS, NICHOLAS 
HARRIS, JAMES *JUDAH, NAPTHALI 1796 JUDSON, BENJAMIN F. 1856 
HOE, ALFRED C. 1864 *JAMES, THOMAS 1797. JACKSON, WILLIAM H. 1859 
HATHAWAY, FRED S. 1865 *JAGGER, JEHIEL 1801 JACKSON, PETER H. 1868 
HEWLETT, JOSEPH *JARVIS, TIMOTHY 1802 *JAMES, JOHN H. 1870 
Hays, JOHN *JESUP, BENJAMIN 1803 JARDINE, DAVID 

* HARRISON, THOMAS *JAMES, GEORGE JACKSON, GEORGE H._ 1875 
HARRISON, JOSEPH G. *JACOBUS, NICHOLAS A. JACKSON, JOHN B. 
HANNAH, WILLIAM C. *JOHNSON, BENJAMIN 1810 JOHNSON, WILLIAM M. 1878 
HEIDEN, JOHN *JOHNSON, JOHN P. JEFFERS, JOSEPH 1879 
HAGGART, JAMES 1866 *JOHNSON, JAMES Q. *]KNEELAND, SETH R. 1791 
HENDRIX, ISAAC *JACOBS, PHILIP *KUMBEL, WILLIAM 1792 
HOWELL, DANIEL 1867 *JARVIS, NOAH 1817. *KEYSER, JACOB 
HILYARD, GEORGE D. 1868 *JUDD, SAMUEL 1821 *KING, WILLIAM M. 

*HIDDEN, EDWARD S. JOHNSON, JOHN *KANT, GODFREE 

* HECKMAN, CHARLES JARVIS, JAMES *KETCHAM, WILLIAM — 1795 
HOE, PETER S. 1870 JOHNSON,JONATHAN K.1822 *KILBORN, EBEN C. 1796 
HOE, STEPHEN S. *JONES, ANTHONY W. 1824 *Kip, ABRAHAM 
HAMEL, JAMES *JACOBUS, CORNELIUS C. *Kip, ISAAGH Ire f 
HERRING, FRANK O. JONES, ANTHONY * KNOX, GEORGE 1798 
HOWELL, HENRY M. 1871 JupDson, AMOS *KNAPP, BENJAMIN S._ 1802 
HALL, CHARLES 1872 JUEL, JOSEPH 1826 *KIDNEY, RICHARD 
Hicks, BENJAMIN 1873. JONES, ROBERT * KIMBALL, JOSEPH 
HENNESSY, DENNIS 1874. JOHNSON, JOEL *KNAPP, ELI 1810 
HEATH, J. A. 1875 *JONES, WILLIAM *KEVAN, WILLIAM 
HAND, WILLIAM H. JONES, HENRY 1828 *KUMBEL, WILLIAM 1812 
HAIGH, HARTLEY 1876 JONES, WILLIAM 1832 *KIRK, THOMAS 1820 
HyYsLop, JOHN 1877. JACOBS, ANGEL 1834 *KNAPP, SHEPHERD 1821 
HARKINSON, ROBERT 1878 JACKSON, WILLIAM 1836 *KAIN, FRANCIS 
HULL, SAMUEL G. *JACKSON, NATHAN H. *KEVAN, SAMUEL 1827 
Hay, JAMES W. *JEREMIAH, THOMAS 1837 *KINGSLAND, STEPHEN 1833 
HUME, CHARLES E, JONES, CLEMENT *KNOx, ALEXANDER 1837 
HAYES, GEORGE *JACOBUS, DAVID 1839 KATEN, LEWIS 1838 
HAIGHT, JOSEPH 1880 JONES, JAMES M. 1841 *KEYSER, JOHN 
HARRISON, MICHAEL *JESSUP, SAMUEL 1844 *KNAPP, JEREMIAH L. 1840 
HAMILTON, JOHN M. 1881 *JOYCE, SAMUEL 1846 *KINGSLAND, AMBROSE C, 
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KEEN, JOSEPH 
KING, GEORGE W. 
KEYSER, JOHN 


KEELER, MATTHEW 
* KELLOGG, JOSEPH W. 


KIPP, QUINBY 
KELLY, JAMES 


KATTENHORN, HENRY 


*KENNEDY, JOHN A. 
KERR, THOMAS 
KIRKMAN, JOHN 
KyppD, SAMUEL 


* KING, ADELMOUR W. 


KEILLY, MATTHEW 


KENNEDY, DE LANCY 


KENNEDY, THOMAS 
KEYSER, JOHN 
KITCHEN, GEO. H. 
KANE, MATTHEW 
KING, C. VOLNEY 


KNOX, ALEXANDER 


KNOX, CHARLES 
KLABER, SIMON 
KITSON, JOHN W. 


Koos, GUSTAVUS A. 


*LINDSAY, GEORGE 
*LE Foy, THOMAS 
*LYONS, JOSEPH 
*LITTLE, ELIEZER 


*LAZALIEUR, ABRAHAM 
*LABAGH, ABRAHAM 


*LEVERIDGE, JOHN 
*LOCKWOOD, PHILIP 


*LATTIMORE, MATTH. 


*LORILLARD, JACOB 
*LYNCH, FRANCIS 
*LOZIER, NICHOLAS 
*LANG, JOHN 
*LABAGH, JOHN I. 
*LEBRUN, MARIN 
*LATHROP, JOSEPH 
*LORTON, LEWIS 
*LENT, JAMES W. 

* LAWRENCE, R. P. 
*LOWNDS, THOMAS 
*LEONARD, JACOB 
*LAMAIRE, JOHN 


1840 
1841 
1844 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1850 


1853 


1854 
1855 
1859 


1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 


1867 
1870 
1871 
1875 
1880 
1786 
1791 
1792 


1795 


1796 


1798 
1799 


1800 
1800 
1801 


1802 


1803 


*LAWRENCE, SILAS 
*LAMPLIN, GEORGE 
*LAGEAR, JOHN 
*LUFF, JOHN N. 
Lyon, DAVID 
*LOWBER, MICHAEL 


*LAZARUS, ELEAZAR S. 
LUDLOW, EZRA 


*LORILLARD, PETER 
*LEE, GIDEON 
*LucAS, ISAAC 


*LUQUEER, FRANCIS T. 
LOWERRE, BENJAMIN 


LITTELL, HUGH 
*LOOKER, BENJAMIN 
LAWRENCE, JOHN 
LENNON, JAMES 
LORD, JOSEPH N. 


*LOWERRE, SAM’L W. 


*LOZIER, JOHN 
LOGAN, ADAM 


*LOCKWOOD, ANDREW 


*LABAGH, FORSYTH 
LYONS, RICHARD 
*LITTLE, THOMAS B. 

*LANE, JOHN 
*LAWRENCE, ALEX. 
*LEE, DANIEL 


*LIPPINCOTT, THOMAS 
LUDLOW, MATTHIAS 
*LEAKE, HEWLETT P. 


LEONARD, HENRY 


*LOUDERBACK, DAVID 


LITTLE, ANDREW 
*LUDWIG, HENRY 
LEGGAT, WILLIAM 


*LEUPP, CHARLES M. 


LOWE, WILLIAM 


LOWERRE, GEO. W. 


LANE, PARK. H. 
LINTZ, WILLIAM 
LOVETT, ROBERT 


LUDLUM, NICHOLAS 
LOVELAND, HANFORD 


LEwIs, ISAAC 
LADD, WILLIAM F. 


*LITTLE, EDWARD C. 


1804 


1807 
1810 


1811 
1812 
1820 
1821 


1822 


1823 


1824 


1827 
1828 


1831 


1832 
1835 


1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 


1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 


1847 
1848 


1849 


* 
* 
* 


* 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


* *©& &@ & © * HH K 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


*M’ KINNEY, WILLIAM 


* 


LIBBY, JAMES S. 
LEASK, HENRY G. 
LOGAN, JOSEPH 
LITTON, JAMES 
LAUDER, JAMES 
LIVESEY, STARKIE 
LAIMBEER, WM., Jr. 


LONGNECKER, GEO. W. 


LEWIS, CHARLES V. 
LAIMBEER, JOHN 


LARRABEE, HENRY L. 


LE GALLEZ, Ps, G: 
LEONARD, ELIJAH P. 
LESTER, JOSEPH W. 
LLOYD, ROBERT B. 
LOWDEN, SAMUEL 
LIVINGSTON, LEVI L. 


LITHGOW, GEORGE W. 


LOUTREL, CyRus H. 
LIENAU, DETLIF 
LIVINGSTON, WM. 


LINDSAY, WILLIAM A. 


LEvy, SAMUEL 
M’READY, DENNIS 
MESSERVE, GEORGE 
MAN, DAVID 
M’CULLEN, JAMES 
MILLS, JOHN 
M’EvUEN, MALCOM 


*M’COMB, JOHN, Jr. 


MORRIS, ANDREW 
M’DOWEL, ROBERT 
MINUSE, JOHN 
MING, EDWARD 
MAYBIE, FREDERICK 
MILLER, JOHN 





MYERS, SAMPSON A. 
MORRIS, JOHN 
MAPES, JONAS 
MYERS, HAZEL 
MorRIS, JACOB 


MORRISON, JOSEPH 


MILLER, WILLIAM G. 
M’CREADY, JAMES, Jr. 
M’CREADY, ANDREW 
*MOFFIT, JOHN 


1791 


1792 
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*MERCEIN, ANDREW 
*MEEKS, EDWARD 
*MONTANYE, HARMAN 


*MARSCHALK, F. A. 1793 
*M’GOWAN, JOHN 1794 
*M’EUEN, DUNCAN 1796 
*MORRELL, ANDREW __ 1798 


* MACKENZIE, KENNETH 


*MANOLT, GEORGE 1799 
*MARSHALL, JOSEPH 

*MILLER, JOHN D. 1800 
*MEEKS, JOSEPH 1801 


*M’CREADY, THOMAS 
*MORSS, JOHN, Jr. 
*M’COMB, ISAAC 

* MEADS, JOHN 

* MILDEBERGER, CHRIS. 1803 
MINUSE, GEORGE 
*MERRELL, WILLIAM 

* MUNSON, REUBEN 
*M’KEEN, WILLIAM, Jr. 
*MERCEIN, THOMAS R. 
* 
* 


* 


1803 


MOUNT, GILBERT S. 

MoTT, WILLIAM 
MARTINOT, GENEST 
*MILLS, TIMOTHY 1804 
*MANDEVILLE, WILLIAM 
*MYER, LAWRENCE 





M’QUEEN, ROBERT 
MURRAY, ANDREW 

* MAVERICK, SAMUEL 
*MOTT, JACOB C. 
*M’DERMUT, ROBERT 
*MORRIS, JOHN 
*MANN, ASA 

* MILDEBERGER, JOHN 
*MELVIN, JAMES A. 
*MABBATT, SAMUEL 
*M’LEAN, CHARLES 
*MORRIS, SYLVESTER 
*M’GINNIS, HUGH 
*M’CREADY, GEORGE 
*M’CREADY, BENJAMIN 


*MORGAN, JAMES 

*MINARD, ISAAC 1805 
*MIx, NATHAN 

*MESIER, PETER A. 1810 
* 

* 
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1811 
1814 
1820 


*McCCORMICK, HUGH 
*MOTT, JORDAN 
*MERCEIN, WM. A. 
*MUIR, ALEXANDER M. 
*MAYBIE, ABM. P. 
*MEINELL, JAMES 
*MATHER, GEORGE 
MARSH, EVERT 
*M’CARTEE, PETER, Jr. 
* MARTIN, JAMES S. 
*MOUNT, RICHARD E. 
*MOUNT, TIMOTHY 
MOORE, JAMES A. 1822 
*MASTERTON, ALEXANDER 
*MEGAREY, HENRY I. 
MOUNT, JOSEPH 
*MEAD, NATHANIEL 
MARSH, BENJAMIN 
*MAPES, CHARLES 
M’LEAN, CORNELIUS 
*M’KENNEY, WILLIAM 
*MURPHY, WILLIAM D. 
*MASON, WILLIAM 1824 
*MORRISON, JOHN CLITZ 
*MILLER, WILLIAM H. 
M’BRIDE, ABRAHAM 
MUNDY, EDWARD N. 1825 
*MILLER, EBENEZER A. 1826 


1821 


1823 





MAGINNIS, EDWARD 1827 
*MOORE, JAMES T. 

M’DOUGALL, ALLEN 
*M’CULLY, SAMUEL 1828 

Macy, IZAIAH 
*MOORE, JOHN P. 

MANN, EDWARD P. 1830 
*MAPES, JAMES J. 1831 
*METCALF, CHARLES 

MARSHALL, JONATHAN 

MADAN, ABRAHAM 
*MATTHEWS, JOHN C. 1832 

MOFFAT, JOHN L. 
*MARTIN, SAMUEL 1833 
*MINER, GEORGEN. 1834 

MUMBY, ROBERT 
*MAGWIRE, GEORGE 1835 


MERCER, AMBROSE 


*MORRIS, JAMES 1836 


OF 


MERSEREAU, JOHN W. 
*MOFFAT, JOHN 
*MCBURNEY, ALEXANDER 


MILLER, WILLIAM P. 1837 
McBURNEY, THOMAS 
MCKEE, JOSEPH 1837 


*MOSES, LORENZO 
MAILLER, WILLIAM M. 
MAUJER, DANIEL 
McCuTCHEN, WILLIAM M. 

*MASON, JOHN 

MooRE, WILLIAM 

M’CARTY, ALEXANDER 

MOTT, JORDAN L. 

MORGAN, ENOCH 

McCUTCHEN, HUGH 

McDONALD, R. A. 

MAGILL, ANDREW W. 

*MCCULLOUGH, JAMES 

MAXWELL, JOHN T. B. 

*MILLS, ABNER 
MAAS, HARMAN 
MYER, JOHN 
MCNAIR, WILLIAM 
MACKEY, WILLIAM 
MUNSON, JAMES 
MARSHALL, ROBERT 
Moore, MICHAEL, Jr. 

*MCELRATH, THOMAS 
METZGAR, CHRISTIAN 

*MACVEY, AMMON 

*MILLS, JOHN 
MAYCOCK, SAMUEL 

*MEAD, WALTER 
MATHER, ANDREW 
MIX, ISAAC, Jr. 
MORGANS, MORGAN 
McDONALD, ALEXANDER 
MORRISON, DAVID 1850 

*MASON, CHARLES J. 

*MASON, WILLIAM 
MOLLER, WILLIAM 

*MOLLER, PETER 

*MILLS, ANDREW 
MEALIO, LEWIS 
MILLER, JAMES 

*M’CLELLAN, ROBERT 


1838 


* 
* 
* 
* 


1839 





1841 


1842 


1843 
1844 
1845 


1847 


1849 


1851 


1851 
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*MEEKS, JOSEPH W. 
MERRITT, EDWARD 
MANGAM, DARIUS R. 
MILLS, GEORGE 

*M’CLELLAN, WILLIAM 1854 
MILES, WILLIAM 


1852 


*M’KENZIE, ALEX. 1855 
MOoRE, HENRY, Jr. 1858 
MORRISON, JAMES 1859 
MORRISON, JAMES (2d) 
MURPHY, JAMES 
McCOLLUM, JOHN 
MCGLENSEY, JOHN 
MILLER, WILLIAM C. 
MOUNT, JOSEPH E. 1861 
MUIR, JAMES 1862 
MACKENZIE, WASH’N 1863 
MUNROE, WILLIAM O. 
MAURER, CHARLES L. 1865 
MEIN, ROBERT 
MASTERTON, JOHN M. 
MURTAUGH, JAMES 

*MCAULIFFE, JOHN 
MCLAREN, JOHN 1867 
MORGAN, JOHN W. 1868 


MCREYNOLDS, ANTH’Y 1870 
*MICKENS, GEORGE T. 
MOFFITT, JOHN M. 
MowrTON, CHARLES C. 
McCULLOUGH, SAMUEL 
MACKEY, ALEXANDER 1872 
M’ALPIN, DAVID H. 1873 
MCMASTER, JAMES 
MATHEWSON, ANDREW J. 


1871 


MOSSMAN, JOHN M. 1874 
MARK, JACOB 1875 
MCDONALD, Jos. A. 1876 
McCoRMICK, PETER 
MASTERTON, JOHN H. 1876 
MYERS, AUGUST 1877 
MILLS, ABNER B. 1878 
MCKIBBEN, GEORGE 
MCKENNEY, JAMES 
MILLER, EDWARD 1879 
MARK, JOHN W. 
MAVERICK, BREWSTER 
MEAD, THEODORE H. 1881 


MOoRE, JOHN F. 
MACKEY, OSCAR T. 
*NORMAN, JOHN 
*NOSTRAND, TIMOTHY 
*NEWEL, ANDREW 
*NORRIS, JAMES 
*NICOLL, ALEXANDER 
*NOAH, MORDECAI M. 
NUTT, JOSEPH 
*NICHOLS, SILLICK 
*NORWOOD, JOHN L. 
*NAYLOR, PETER 
NICHOLS, JOHN 
*NELSON, RICHARD 
NASH, JAMES 
*NESBITT, GEORGE F. 
NORRIS, JOHN S. 
NOBLE, JAMES 
NEEVES, JAMES 
*NICHOL, JOHN 
NICHOLSON, JOHN 
*NOWLAN, HENRY H. 
NEw, TOBIAS 
NICHOLS, JOHN H. 
NICHOLS, GEORGE D. 
NESBIT, FRANKLIN P. 
NASON, ALFRED 
*OGILVIE, ANTHONY 
*ODELL, REUBEN 
*OAKLEY, JAMES 
*OGDEN, JOSEPH 
*OGDEN, BENJAMIN 
*OLMSTEAD, JAMES 
*OCKERSHAUSEN, A. 
*OATWELL, JOSEPH 
*OSBORNE, SAMUEL 
OLIVER, SAMUEL 
*OAKLEY, ROBERT S. 
OWEN, ORA 
OAKLEY, WILLIAM B. 
*OCKERSHAUSEN, A. F. 
ODELL, LAWRENCE 
*OGDEN, MOSES H. 
OGDEN, CHARLES R. 
*ONDERDONK, LEVI 
*OAKLEY, WILLIAM F, 
O’BRIEN, PETER T. 





1792 


1793 
1796 
1810 
1821 
1828 
1831 


1834 
1837 
1839 
1847 
1852 
1854 


1855 
1861 


1862 
1866 


1871 


1874 
1880 
1790 
1796 
1800 
1803 
1803 
1820 
1821 
1836 


1839 
1845 
1846 


1853 
1854 
1855 
1857 


1859 
1864 


409 

*ORMISTON, THOMAS 1865 
O’BRIEN, WILLIAM S. 1874 
OLIVER, WILLIAM H. 1878 

*POZER, JACOB 1786 

*PosT, JOTHAM 1789 

*PECK, GEORGE 1791 

*PATTEN, JOHN 1792 

*PosT, JOHN 

*PESHINE, JOHN 

*POST, JOEL 

*PIERSON, JOSIAH G. 

*PENTZ, FREDERICK 

*PETERSON, WILLIAM 

*PIRSON, THEOPHILUS 

*PARKER, MICHAEL 

*PERS, WILLIAM 

*PHYFE, DUNCAN 

*PELL, JABESH 

*PROVOOST, ROBERT 1793 

*PRYER, THOMAS 1796 

*PARKER, JAN 

*PARKER, WILLIAM 

*PANCOAST, SOLOMON 

*PRICE, JOSEPH 1800 

*PARKER, GEORGE 1801 

*PETERSON, JACOB 1802 

*PAGE, SAMUEL L., Jr. 

*PosT, JOHN 

*PITTMAN, GEORGE W. 

*PURDY, SAMUEL H. 

*PENNELL, HAYES 1804 

*POWERS, GEORGE 1807 

*PIERCE, WILLIAM 1810 


*PLUM, ISAAC 

*PARISEN, PHILIP 
*PATTERSON, ALEXANDER 
*PARKHURST, JABEZ 


*PECK, WILLIAM 1814 
*PECKWELL, FRANCIS 1820 
*PARDESSUS, RENE 

*PyE, WILLIAM 

*PARKER, MILN 1821 


*PRICE, THOMPSON 

*PIER, SYLVESTER 
*PECKWELL, HENRY W. 1822 
*PROVOOST, ROBERT, Jr. 


* PETERSON, GARRET 1824 
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*PANCOAST, STACY 1825 
*PEREGO, IRA 
*PARKER, JOHN 

PHYFE, JAMES 1826 
*PHYFE, JOHN, Jr. 

PYE, SIMEON 

PECKHAM, CLARK 1828 
*POLLARD, CALVIN 
*PAULDING, GEORGE 


PECK, WILLIAM H. 1829 

PRIESTLY, JOHN 1831 

PARSONS, JOSEPH 

PATTEN, RICHARD 1832 
*POLLARD, OTIS 1833 


*PHILLIPS, NATHANIEL R. 
*PARKER, SHIVERS 
*POLHAMUS, ELDRED 


PHILLIPS, JAMES 1833 
*PETERSON, RICHARD E. 
*PHYFE, ROBERT 1834 


*PHYFE, WILLIAM F. 
PHAYRE, JOHN 

*PALMER, JOHN 1835 
PECK, JOHN B. 1836 

*PRICE, GEORGE J. 

*PATTISON, ROBERT 1837 

*PRICHET, EDWARD K. 
PHILIPS, SAMUEL 1838 
PEARSON, WILLIAM C. 
PHILLIPS, EDWARD 
PLATE. CHARLES! le 


PETTIGREW, JOHN 1839 
PARKER, SAMUEL 1840 
*PURDY, EMERY 

PITT, CHARLES 1841 


PINCKNEY, THOMPSON 
POST, SAMUEL L. 


PARR, JOHN 1842 
PAULSON, LEONARD 1843 
PALEN, GEORGE 1845 


*PALEN, JAMES 
PIERSON, DANIEL B. 1846 
PERINE, WILLIAM 1847 
PATTERSON, ARIEL 
*PRICE, DAVID W. 
PERRY, HIRAM P. 
PLACE, ROBERT S. 1848 


PERLEY, CHARLES 1849 
*PHILBIN, STEPHEN 1850 
*PALMER, WILLIAM T. 

POILLON, RICHARD 
*POILLON, CORNELIUS C. 
*PARKER, CHARLES 1851 

PEARSON, SAMUEL 

PRICE, JOSEPH M. 

PARKER, JOHN C. 1852 

PHELPS, WILLIAM 1853 

PARKER, JOSEPH N. 1854 

PARKER, ANDREW J. 


PELL, ABIJAH 1856 
*PETERSON, WILLIAM T. 

PARRY, HENRY 1863 

PRINGLE, JAMES 1864 


PARKER, CHARLES R. 
PATTERSON, SAM’L P. 1865 
POWER, PATRICK H. 1866 

PEEK, EBEN 1870 

POWELL, ROBERT B. 1874 

POTTER, CHARLES W. 1879 

PRICE, ALFRED B. 

QUINN, JOSEPH P. 1859 
*RUSSEL, ABRAHAM 1786 
*RESLER, FREDERICK 1790 
*RUCKEL, DANIEL 1791 
*READ, JOHN 1792 
*ROBERTSON, JOHN 
*ROLLINSON, WILLIAM 
*RUCKEL, PHILIP 
*RUTLEDGE, WILLIAM 
*RONALDS, JAMES 
*RAVO, DANIEL 
*ROOME, WILLIAM P. 

* RIKER, JAMES 


*ROOME, JOHN I. 1793 
*RICH, ABRAHAM 1794 
*ROBINS, EZEKIEL 
*RUCKEL, JOHN 1795 
*RUTAN, CORNELIUS 1796 
*RYANS, THOMAS 1797 
*RANDOLPH, LEWIS 
*RANDELL, JOHN 1798 
*ROOME, NICHOLAS 1800 
*REED, STEPHEN 1802 
*REED, MATTHEWS 1803 


OF 


*RUCKEL, JASPER 
*REPOSE, JOHN 
*RENNEY, DAVID 
*RILEY, THOMAS 1804. 
*RAYNOR, DAVID 
*RUCKEL, JASPER E: 1805 
*RICH, THOMAS L. 1810 
*RONALDS, THOMAS A. 
*RICH, THOMAS 
*RICHARDS, THOMAS 
*Ross, WILLIAM 
*ROBINSON, JOHN 
*RODMAN, JOHN 
* RILEY, JOSEPH 
*ROE, GILBERT 
*REZEAU, JACOB 1812 
*REDMON, SAMUEL 1820 
RIDGWAY, THOMAS 1821 
RANKIN, MONTGOMERY 
*RICH, ABRAHAM B. 
RICH, THOMAS, Jr. 1822 
REED, MATTHEW 
RIKEMAN, CORNELIUS 
ROGERS, JOHN 
*ROOME, SAMUEL 1823 
ROBINSON, JAMES 1824 
RING, ZEBEDEE 
RUCKEL, JOHN, Jr. 
*RESSEGINE, WM. D. 1825 
ROBINS, WILLIAM 
Ross, ELIAKIM 1826 
*RIKER, JOHN I. 1827 
*RIDLEY, JOHN 
*RUCKEL, SAMUEL 
*RILEY, ASHER 1828 
Ross, AZARIAH 
Ross, NOAH B. 


RUSSELL, JAMES 1829 
REDFIELD, WM. C. 1830 
*REMICK, JOHN 
*RICARD, GEORGE 1831 


ROBERTS, NATHAN 1832 
*RINGGOLD, BENJAMIN 
ROBERTSON, WILLIAM 1832 
*ROE, SYLVESTER 1833 
*ROSE, ELIHU 1834 
RANSOM, JONATHAN H. 1835 
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ROBINS, WILLIAM 


ROBERTSON, Hy. P. 1836 
RUGGLES, ROBERT B. 
*ROBINSON, JAS. A. 1837 
RAMEE, VICTOR M. 
RING, MOSES 
RYERSON, JOHN B. 
ROHR, JOHN 
*RAYMOND, EZRAF. 1838 
REVERE, EDWARD 1839 
RIDABOCK, JACOB H. 
*ROOME, PETER 
*RICE, MICHAEL 
RAYNOR, HIRAM 1840 
ROGERS, JAMES E. 1841 
*REDMAN, CHAS. H. 
RAYMOND, LEWIS 1844 
ROCKWELL, SAM’L D. 1845 
ROBERTS, EDWARD J. 1847 
*RIKER, JOHN C. 
ROBERTSON, JAMES 1848 
RAYNOR, NATHAN 
*ROBERTS, ROBERT 
*RODMAN, GEORGE T. 1849 
ROOME, MARTINR. 1851 
*ROOME, JOHN L. 
RANDALL, JOHN 1852 
*ROGERS, OGDEN M. 
Roux, ALEXANDRE 1853 
RAFFERTY, WILLIAM 
*RYERSON, Hy. W. 1854 
Ross, ALEXANDER M. 
ROWE, JOHN W. 1856 
*RICH, STEPHEN 1857 
ROBINSON, EDWARD 1859 
RICEMAN, JOHN J. 1863 
REID, JOHN WYATT 1864 
RICHMOND, EDWARD J. 
RYAN, MICHAEL 1866 
*ROWELL, WARREN 1867 
ROACH, JOHN 
RAYNOR, SAMUEL 1868 


ROWLAND, WILLIAM 
RUTTER, ROBERT 
ROWLAND, THOMAS F., 1869 
RUSSELL, JOHN 1871 
ROGERS, JOHN H. 1872 


ROOME, CHARLES 1873 
ROWE, ANTHONY O. 
ROACH, GARRETT 1874 


ROBINSON, ANDREW J. 1876 


RETON, GEORGE 1877 
ROBINSON, GEO. H. 1878 
*STAGG, JOHN 1786 
*SMITH, GERARDUS 
*STYMETS, FREDERICK 
*STEVENSON, THOMAS 1789 
*STANBURY, DANIEL 
*STRIKER, JOHN 1790 


*SMITH, STEPHEN 
*SIMMONS, ANTHONY 
*SHERRED, JACOB 
*SPETH, GEORGE 
*SEBRING, CORNELIUS B. 
*STANTON, GEO., Jr. 1792 
*SLIDELL, JOHN 
*SCHANCK, GARRET 
*SHOURT, OLIVER 
*STEENBECK, ANTHONY 
*ST. JOHN, SAMUEL 
*SKAATS, DAVID 
*SMYTH, THOMAS 
*SKAATS, RINEIR, Jr. 
*STEVENS, EBENEZER 
*SEBRING, PETER 
*STUART, JAMES 
SLIDELL, JOHN, Jr. 
*SARLES, EDWARD 
*SIMMONS, HENRY 
*SPRAINGER, PETER R. 
*SULLIVAN, BENJAMIN 
*SCHUYLER, PETER C. 
*SKAATS, BARTH’W 
*SMITH, CHARLES 
*SAUNDERS, ALEX. 
*STEPHENS, JOHN, Jr. 
*SYLVESTER, REUBEN 
*SKAATS, JACOB 
*SHARPE, PETER 
* SLIDELL, THOMAS 1801 
*SHANEWOLF, FREDERICK 
*SHELBURG, JOSEPH 
*SLIDELL, JOHN H. 
*SLOTE, PETER 


1791 


1793 
1794 
1794, 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 


1799 
1800 


1802 
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*SMITH, THADDEUS 
*STEPHENSON, JAMES 
*SICKELS, GARRET 1803 


*SANFORD, JOHN 
*SPEIR, ROBERT 
*SMITH, JOSEPH 
*STEPHENS, STEPHEN 
*STERLING, JAMES 
*SITCHER, ANDREW 
*STANTON, JASPER 
*SCUDDER, ASA 
*SINCLAIR, GEORGE 
*SMITH, FREDERIC 
*SKELLORN, GEORGE W. 1804 
* STONE, ROBERT 
*SMITH, JOHN B. 
*SAGE, HARRIS 


*SICKELS, WILLIAM 1804 
* SMITH, DANIEL D. 

*SEAMAN, WILLIAM 1805 
*SERGEANT, EZRA 1810 


*SEYMOUR, JONATHAN 
*STURDEVANT, ELIPH’T 1810 
*STRATTON, LATHAM 
*SMITH, EDWARD 
*SLACK,) RICHARD W. 
*STOLLENWERCK, L. A. 
*SOUTHWICK, HENRY C. 
*STOLLENWERCK, JAMES 
*STEPHENS, BENJAMIN 
*SLAWSON, NATHANIEL 
*SAVRE, NATHAN 
*SEIXAS, BENJAMIN 
*SHERWOOD, ISAAC 
*STOKES, THOMAS 
*STERLING, ROBERT 
*SPIER, JAMES 


*SKAATS, ABRAHAM 1812 

*SMITH, GEORGE B. 1813 
SNYDER, PETER 1820 

*SUTPHEN, JOHN 

*SMITH, HAZIEL 

*SMITH, JAMES 1821 
STARR, CHARLES 
SCUDDER, DAVID B._ 1822 


STOUT, JOHN W. 
*SMITH, JACOB 


AI2 


*STEEN, JOHN 
*SIMPSON, JOSEPH P. 
*SPIES, HENRY 
*STOUT, JACOB B. 
SLATER, GEORGE 
*SHIPMAN, WILLIAM B. 
*SCHUREMAN, NICHOLAS 
*SOUTHARD, HENRY 
SMITH, JOHN M. 
SULLIVAN, SYLVESTER 
*SURRE, ANDREW 
*STUYVESANT, PETER 
*SIGISON, WILLIAM 
*SHERRY, DAVID 


1823 


1824 


*STORMS, HENRY 1825 

*SIBELL, JOHN F. 1826 
SMITH, STEPHEN 

*SMITH, GEORGE E. 1827 
STOUT, JONATHAN 
SPENCER, WILLIAM _ 1828 
SMITH, MORGAN L. 1829 
SHEPARD, JOHN 

*STONEALL, JAMES C. 1830 
SIMONSON, JOHN 1831 


STEWART, ALEXANDER 
*SPERLING, JOHN G. 
*SMITH, ROBERT C. 
*STEVENS, LINUS W. 

STANLEY, JOSEPH C. 

SWAIN, JAMES P. 

SMITH, MICHAEL 
*SAWIN, SILAS W. 

SCOTT, JAMES 

SMITH, CHARLES 


*SCHOALS, FRANCIS P. 1832 
STEVENS, ANDREW 
*STUART, ALEXANDER 1833 
SPEIR, JOHN 
STUART, ROBERT L. 
*SKADEN, JOSEPH C. 
SUMNER, PALMER 1834 
*SMITH, ROBERT 1835 


*SMITH, JOHN S. 
*STORMS, PETER 
*SIMMS, THOMAS 
*STEWART, JOHN 

SMITH, GEORGE 


*SMITH, EDWIN 
*SMITH, MATTHEW 
SMITH, DANIEL B. 
SOUTHACK, JOHN W. 
*SPOFFORD, PAUL 
*SCUDDER, EPHRAIM. 
SWEET, WILLIAM H. 
STOUT, RICHARD 
*STACY, ELBRIDGE G. 
STRUTHERS, JAMES 
STRATTON, ROBERT M. 
SOMERVILLE, WILLIAM 
SHORTLAND, THOMAS 
SMITH, JOHN 1838 
*SCHMELZEL, GEORGE J. 
SIMONSON, CORNELIUS 
SEELY, PETER 
STUBBS, SAMUEL N. 
SINCLAIR, JOHN 
*SCATCHERD, FREDERICK S. 
*SANDS, DANIEL H. 
SUYDAM, JAMES H. 1840 
STURDIVANT, WILLIAM 
SMITH, ISAAC P. 1841 
*SCOTT, WILLIAM 
*SHAW, ANTHONY P. 
SMITH, CHARLES W. 
SIMONSON, ISAAC 
*SIMONS, LOUIS 
*SMITH, EZRA 
SMITH, JAMES R. 
*SMITH, WASHINGTON 
SMITH, THOMAS C. 
STODART, ADAM 
STAATS, JOHN 
SMITH, JOHN M. S. 
SNECKNER, JOHN 
SEARLES, HAMILTON R. 
SIMONSON, JEREMIAH 


1836 


1837 


1837 


1839 


1842 
1845 


1846 


SNEEDEN, SAMUEL 1847 

SYMS, WILLIAM J. 

SANDS, ALFRED B. 
*SMITH, JOHN F. 1848 


STEPHENS, JAMES 

*SCHULTZ, ALEXANDER H. 
SHIELS, ROBERT 1849 
SMALL, WILSON 
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*SCUDDER, LINUS 
SMITH, GEORGE G. 
STEPHENS, CORNELIUS 


1849 


SIMPSON, ANDREW 1850 

SHORT, JOHN 

SMITH, MERRIT 1851 

SEARS, HERMAN B. 

STRATTON, ENOCH 
*SMITH, SHELDON 1852 


SMITH, J. MARSTON 
SCHOONMAKER, SAMUEL 
SIGLER, HORACE V. 


SUTHERLAND, JAMES 1853 
*STEWART, JAMES 1854 
SNOOK, JOHN B. 
SNEDEN, SAMUEL 
STEARNS, JOHN G. 
SEMON, JOHN G. 1855 
*STEWART, WM. R. 1856 
SPROULLS, SAMUEL E. 
STEWART, JOHN 1857 
SHERWOOD, WILLIAM 1859 
SMITH, HAVILAH M. 
STETSON, THOMAS D. 1860 
SNIFFIN, JOHN 1862 
SLOTE, DANIEL 1863 
SNIFFIN, ELISHA 1864 
SLOTE, HENRY L. 
STEINWAY, ALBERT 1865 


STULTS, JOHN VAN NESS 


SMITH, EDWARD 1866 
SMITH, WILLIAM 1867 
SCHNEIDER, HENRY 
SMITH, JOSEPH 
SPERRY, JOHN 

*SMITH, WESLEY 1868 
STEERS, HENRY 

*SHAND, PETER 
SMITH, Lucius A. 1870 
SIDMAN, JOHN E. 
SMULL, THOMAS L. 1871 

*SMITH, EDMUND A. 1871 
SPEAR, ALFRED W. 
SMITH, WILLIAM C. 
SINCLAIR, JOHN 1872 
SCOBLE, HENRY M. 
SHALER, ALEXANDER 1873 
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SEE, AMOs L. 1874 
STARR, IRA 1875 
SLADE, WILLIAM G. 1876 


SHORTLAND, STEPHEN F. 
SWAYNE, JOSEPH W._ 1877 
SHARPE, JAMES 1878 
SALTERS, JOHN W. 
SOMMERVILLE, JAMES 
SCOTT, JOHN 
SEAMAN, SELAH D. 
*TYLEE, JAMES 
*TELLER, JAMES 
*TURK, AHASUERUS 
*TIMPSON, THOMAS 
*TOOKER, DANIEL 
*TIMPSON, CORNELIUS 
*TURK, AHASUERUS, Jr. 
*TORBOSS, ISAAC 
*TANT, THOMAS 
*TREMPER, MICHAEL 
*TALLMAN, HARMANUS 
*TURNER, JOHN 
*TAYLOR, THOMAS 
*TUTE, JOSEPH 
*TYLEE, EDWARD 
*TRAIN, DANIEL N. 
*TURCOT, PETER D. 
*TYLEE, BENJAMIN 
*TOWSEND, SILVANUS S. 
*THOMPSON, G., Jr. 
*THORN, ISAAC 
*TILTON, WILLIAM 
* THOMPSON, SAMUEL 
*TURNER, WILLIAM 
*TAYLOR, OLIVER H. 
*THORP, JOHN B. 
*TAYLOR, JEREMIAH B. 
*TONNELE, JOHN 
*THOMAS, THOMAS 
THOMSON, SAMUEL 
*TUCKER, GIDEON 
TAIT, JOHN 
TIMPSON, THOMAS, Jr. 1821 


1881 
1786 
179! 


1792 


1793 
1800 


1801 


1802 


1803 


I8Io 


1810 


1819 
1820 


*TRUSS, CHRISTIAN 1822 
*THOMPSON, MARTIN E. 
*TRULOCK, JOSEPH 
*THOMAS, ELIAS 1823 


TAPPEN, CHARLES B. 
*TELLER, JAMES 

TEN EycK, RICHARD 
*TOTTEN, JOHN C. 
*TORBOSS, LUKE 
*TURNIER, DANIEL 
*THORNE, THOMAS W. 
*TEBBETTS, JOHN G. 
*THORP, GEORGE B. 
*THORN, ABIA B. 
*TIMPSON, CHARLES W. 

THOMPSON, JOHN 
*TILLOTSON, GARDINER 1828 

TURNBULL, ADAM W. 

TOWT, JOHN W. 
*TUCKER, JOHN C. 
*TROTTER, JONATHAN 
FI ViEE, DANIELLE. 
*TOWNSEND, ROBT., Jr. 1831 

TAYLOR, JAMES 
*TALLMAN, JOHN 
*TAYLOR, CHARLES 
* TUCKER, JOSEPH 


1824 


1825 


1827 


1830 


TUERS, RICHARD 1832 

TUTHILL, WILLIAM 1833 
*TORBOSS, JOHN V. 1834 
*TAPPEN, GEORGE, Jr. 
*TUCKER, WILLIAM 1835 

TREADWELL, F. C. 1836 


THOMPSON, JOHN 
*TITUS, HENRY W. 
“TAIT A)OHN;, Jr. 

THOMAS, CORNELIUS W. 

THOMAS, AUGUSTUS 

TALLMAN, GEORGE D. 


*TILESTON, THOMAS 1837 
TILYOU, JOHN V. 
THORNE, JONATHAN 

*TAYLOR, JOSEPH R. 1838 
THRESHER, MINARD S. 
TOMPKINS, T. 1839 
THOMES, JOHN 

*TURNURE, ABRAHAM I84I 
THOMPSON, MAJOR 1842 

*TRICKEY, SAMUEL 

*THOMPSON, ABM. G. 1843 


TRENCH, JOSEPH 
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1846 
1848 


THURSTON, HENRY 
*TRYON, EDMUND W. 

TRUSSELL, RICHARD 

TREADWELL, HENRY R. 


TAFF, HENRY 1849 
*TAYLOR, ROBERT 
TAFT, JOHN H. 1850 
*TUCKER, MOSES 
*THUM, RICHARD 1851 
THORN, L. MORTIMER 1852 
*TRIBIT, SAMUEL 1853 
TAYLOR, JOHN 1854 
TOMSON, SAMUEL 1855 
TAFF, DAVID J. 1856 
TATE, ISAAC E. 1857 
TAYLOR, FRANCIS 1859 
*TAYLOR, LAWRENCE 1863 
TREADWELL, JOHN R. 
*TAYLOR, HENRY F. 1864 
THEALL, HORACE 1866 
TAYLOR, JAMES R. 1866 


THOMPSON, CHARLES F. | 


TUCKER, JOHN J. 1868 
TAYLOR, JAMES 
THOMPSON, JOHN 
TRIPLER} THOMAS E. 1870 
TAYLOR, RICHARD 1872 
THRALL, WILLIAM H. 1874 
TUCKER, STEPHEN D. 1876 
TUCKER, FRANCIS C. 1880 
*UTT, JOHN 1791 
*UNDERHILL, PETER 1810 


UNDERHILL, ALPHEUS 1863 
*VAN DYCK, JAMES 1791 
*VAN VOORHIS, DANIEL 1792 
*VALENTINE, MATTHIAS 
*VAN DERVOORT, PAUL 
*VINCENT, WILLIAM 
*VAN ANTWERP, D. 


*VAN DUYNE, JAMES ~ 1793 
*VALLENCE, ISAIAH 

*VAN GELDER, A. 

*VAN DYCK, ISAAC 1794 


*VANDERHOOF, P., Jr. 
*VAN WAGENEN, J., Jr. 1796 
*VALLEAU, PETER 


*VAN WINKLE, JACOB 1800 
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*VAN KLEECK, JOHN L. 1802 
*VAN NEST, ABRAHAM 1803 
*VARIAN, JACOB 

*V ANDERBURGH, ROBERT 
*V AN DERVOORT, JACOB 1804 
*VREELAND, JOHN 1810 
*V AIL, WILLIAM 
*VANDEWATER, WILLIAM 


*VAN NEST, GEORGE _ 1821 
*VOORHIS, JOHN 1822 
*VAN PELT, PETER 1824 
VAN ZANDT, GARRET 1827 


VAN BOSKERCK, ABRAHAM 
*VAN DE WATER, V._ 1827 
VAN BOSKERCK, JOHN 
*VAN NORDEN, JAMES 
*V ANDERPOOL, ROBERT 
*VAN NORDEN, WM. 
VANDENBERGH, JAMES 
*VAN BRUNT, ELISHA 1836 
* VEITCH, ANDREW 1837 
VANDERVOORT, DAVID 1839 
VAN VOORHIES, ISAAC 1842 
* VALENTINE, RICH’D C. 1845 
*VOORHIES, ROBERT C. 1849 


1828 


1835 


*VOORHIS, ABRAHAM _ 1850 
VOORHIS, JOHN R. 1860 
VAN NOSTRAND, G. 1863 
VEITCH, THOMAS 1864 
VANVELSOR, ALONZO 1865 
VANDERBILT, W. W._ 1868 


VAN IDERSTYNE,P., Jr. 1870 
VAUGHAN, E. S. 1875 
VAN TINE, THOMAS H. 1879 
VAN HOUTEN,ERSKINE 1881 


*WARNER, GEORGE 1786 
*WATKEYS, EDWARD 1787 
*WRIGHT, WILLIAM 1790 
*WARNER, JAMES 1791 
*WRIGHT, ANDREW 1792 


*WARNER, CHARLES 
*WRIGHT, SAMUEL 
*WooD, JEREMIAH 
*WADE, EDWARD 
*WEEKS, WILLIAM 
*WHITFIELD, HENRY 
*WALDRON, JOHN 


*WRIGHT, AUGUSTUS 
*WENDOVER, WILLIAM 
*WoopD, WILLIAM 
*WEST, MATTHEW 
*WENDOVER, PETER H. 
*WILMURT, JOHN I. 


*WooD, TIMOTHY 1792 
*WATKINS, JOSEPH 1793 
*WILLET, JAMES 

*WHITE, MICHAEL 

*WHITE, THOMAS 1795 
*WEST, JOHN 1796 


*WARNER, GEORGE JAMES 
* WHITEHEAD, WILLIAM 1797 
*WEEKS, EZRA 
*WHAITES, ARCHIBALD 
*WILLIAMS, THOMAS 
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Armitage, Rev. Dr., lecture by, 142. 

Armitage, William E., Society’s scholar in 
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Bank charter, proposition for, 49; organiza- 
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Bartlett and Welford, donation to library, 
104. 

Bean, Miss Mary Y., proposal of, 135. 

Bedford, Dr., lecture by, 109. 
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Charter of 1811, 381. 

Clarke, F. M., lecture by, 144, 149. 

Classical Department established in school, 
oie 

Columbia College, communication from, 197; 
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Committee, Literary and Scientific, provided 
for, 9I. 
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Gaw, Alexander, inaugural address of, 376. 

Gedney, William H., inaugural address of, 360. 

General Society, petition to the Legislature 
for incorporation, 16; correspondence with 
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declines political cooperation, 29; determines 
a plan for purchasing real estate, 29; pur- 
chases land of Mr. Bancker, 31; delinquency 
of members in monthly payments, 35; new 


INDEX. 


era of prosperity, 59; qualification for mem- 
bership, 69. 

Gerard, I. W., lecture by, 139, 141, 142, 144, 
150. 

Gilmore, J. R., lecture by, 156. 

Glidon, W. R., lectures by, 109. 
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Gough, John B., lectures by, 162, 167, 181. 

Greeley, Horace, lectures by, 119. 

Griscom, John, lectures by, 98. 


Hagany, I. B., lecture by, 136. 

Hale, lecture by, 124. 

Hall, A. Oakey, lectures by, 136. 
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208. 
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Harte, Bret, lecture by, 184. 

Harvey, Mr., lectures by, 93. 
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Hewlett, S. M., lectures by, 156, 162. 

Hicks, W. W., lecture by, 156. 

Holland, Dr. J. G., lectures by, 139, 142, 150. 

Hoxie, Hon. Joseph, 143. 

Humane Society, cooperation with, 49. 

Hutchinson, Ira, inaugural address, 322. 


Incorporators of the Society, 22. 
Indigent, overseers of, first appointed, 17. 


Jackson, Francis D., scholar in Columbia Col- 
lege, 197. 

Jackson, George R., inaugural address of, 344. 

Jeremiah, Thomas, proposes sinking fund, 
173; death of, 181. 


Keese, John, lectures by, 98. 

King, Charles, lecture by, 119. 

King, T. Starr, lectures by, 118, 120, 124, 
133, 136. 

Knapp, Col., lectures by, 93. 


Land litigation adjusted, 76. 
Land, negotiation for purchase of, 40. 
Lassell, Prof., lectures by, 118. 
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Library Committee first appointed, 59; estab- 
lishment of library, 60; its want of progress, 
105. 

Library, opened daily, 124. 

Liquor, paying for, 21. 

Litigation, measures to prevent, 18. 

Little, Michael, hall leased to, 45. 

Livingstone, Edward, letter from, 44. 

Lord, John, lectures by, 118. 

Lorillard, Peter, bequest of, 161. 

Lottery, adventure of the Society in, 18. 


‘Mechanics and Tradesmen,” meaning of 
phrase, 186. 

Mechanics’ Bank, charter of, 125. 

Mechanics, General Committee of, 9; first 
meeting, 9. 

Mechanics’ Hall, plans for building, 41; dedi- 
cation of, 42; cost of, 45; lease to A. Mar- 
celline, 49. 

Mechanics’ Institute of New-York, 105. 

Members, list of, 1798, 236. 

Members, list of, 1881, 398. 

Milburn, W. H., lecture by, 141. 

Miller, William G., dispute with, adjusted, 82. 

Mingins, G. J., lecture by, 176, 181. 

Mitchell, David, lecture by, 176. 

Mitchell, Prof., lectures by, 119, 136. 

Moore, J. P., inaugural address of, 317. 

Munroe, Wm. Oiis, inaugural address of, 361. 

Murdock, James, lecture by, 176, 181. 


New-York in 1783, 8. 
New-York University, scholarship in, 100. 
Noah, Mordecai M., address by, 68; lectures 


by, 93, 116. 


Ockershausen, Adolphus F., inaugural address 
of, 357. 

Ormiston, William, lecture by, 184. 

Osgood, Samuel, lecture by, 120. 


Park Place property, purchase of, 28. 
Park Place property, sale of, 137; sale an- 


nulled, 137. 
Paton, Mr., teacher of drawing, 136. 
Pendleton, W. H., lecture by, 139. 
Pensioners of the Society, 164. 
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Phillips, Wendell, lectures by, 165, 172. 

Pierpont, John, lecture by, 119. 

Pipes, not to be smoked at the early meet- 
ings, 10. 

Plummer, Rev. Dr., lecture by, 139. 

Poillon, R. and E. C., presentation by, 168. 

Potter, H. C., lecture by, 196. 

Priestley, Rev. James, lecture by, 156. 

Providence Society of Mechanics and Manu- 
facturers, 27. 

Provost, Robert, first elected collector, 57; 
death of, 119. 


Raymond, H. J., lecture by, 120. 
Reading-room, opening of, 161. 

Reed, Prof., lecture by, 124. 
Regimental colors, 153. 

Renwick, Prof., lecture by, 92. 
Richards, W. C., lectures by, 184, 196. 
Roberts, Charles, lecture by, 196. 


Schenck, Noah D., lecture by, 172. 

School and library building, erected, 67 ; cere- 
monies at the opening of the new building, 
68. 

School, deficit in revenue of, 133. 

School for girls, separate, established, 72. 

School, measures for establishment of, 65. 

Schroeder, J. F., lecture by, 119. 

Sedgwick, Theo., lectures by, 136, 184. 

Seventh regiment, thanks to, 143. 

Silliman, Professor, lectures by, 120, 134. 

Simpson, Bishop, lecture by, 156. 

Sinking fund proposed, 173. 

Slote, H. L., proposed change of location, 183 ; 
inaugural address of, 367. 

Small, Wilson, inaugural address of, 350. 

Smith, Havilah M., inaugural address of, 363. 

Southgate, Rev. Dr., lectures by, 139, 141. 

Spring, Rev. Dr., lecture by, 93. 

Starr, A. A., lecture by, 197. 

Starr, Charles, thanks voted to, 69. 

Stetson, Mr., teacher of drawing, 136. 

Stevens, Edward D., scholar in Columbia Col- 
lege, 99. 

Stone, corner, of first Mechanics’ Hall, 42. 

Storrs, R. S., lecture by, 156. 
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Stryker, Peter, lecture by, 181. 
Subscribers to High School stock, 83. 


Tablet of the old hall, 168. 

Talmadge, F. A., donation of, 109. 

Taylor, Bayard, lectures by, 139, 196. 

Thompson, Dr. John, lecture by, 136. 

Thompson, John R., lecture by, 139, 165. 

Thompson, Rev. R. H., lecture by, 165. 

Torrey, Prof. John, lectures by, 95. 

Trickey, John, scholar in Columbia College, 
120. 


University of New-York, loan to, 86. 


Vandenhoff, George, lectures by, 167, 172. 
Vandenhoff, Mrs. George, reading by, 172. 
Van Norden, William, death of, 174. 
Vinton, Alexander, lecture by, 124. 
Vinton, Francis, prayer of, 143. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Volunteer engineer regiment, 140, 289. 
Voorhis, John R., inaugural address of, 370. 


Warnock, F. H., lectures by, 181, 184. 
Washington, George, death of, 351. 
Washington Monument Association, 109. 
Waydell, John H., presentation of model, 168. 
Whipple, Edwin P., lecture by, 120. 
Wight, John, inaugural address of, 339. 
Willets, A. A., lectures by, 134, 135, 136, 139, 
141, 144, 149, 156. 
Williams, Frederick W., death of, 178. 
Williams, S. Wells, lecture by, 109. 
Winthrop, Benjamin R., donation of, 129. 
Wood, William, his donation, 105; death of, 
130; memorial of, 279. 
World’s Fair in London, delegates to, 118. 
Worrall, Wade B., inaugural address of, 348. 


Youmans, Prof. L., lectures by, 167, 181. 
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